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PREFACE. 

This Thesis was prepared to complete the require- 
ments for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy at 
Princeton University, 

The subject was suggested by the work done in 
the American History Seminars of Professor F. J. 
Turner of the University of Wisconsin during the 
years 1903-4 and 1904-5. While studying the Fed- 
eralist party in Massachusetts for the years 1816 to 
1824, the writer was struck by the fact that the 
strength of that party lay in a great measure in the 
western half of the state. In as much as a previous 
study of Shays' Bebellion, for a Master of Arts' 
Thesis, had shown that section to be the radical 
democratic portion of the state,^ the questions arose 
as to when this change had occurred and what was 
the powerful factor which brought about such an 
overturn. The answer, as it seems to the writer, is 
to be found in the following x)age8. 

Among the many librarians from whom have been 
received courtesies and facilities for research are 
those of the Congressional Library, the Pennsylvania 
Historical Society, the Lenox Library, the Connecti- 
cut Historical Society, the New England Historic 
and Genealogical Society, the Boston Public Library, 
the State Library of Massachusetts, the libraries of 
Princeton University, the University of Wisconsin 
and Amherst College, and especially the American 
Antiquarian Society of Worcester, Massachusetts. 



(1) The writer follows tb« vMgt of th« tlm* la •mptojlv tb« terms temocrU 
•ad repabUcaa latcrehsaceaMy la th« tollowtac ptfts. Abrabaa BUbop, tf 
IcadlBf tfeaocraUe poUtldaa of Oooaccttevt of tbo JeffcTMolaa period, la bla 
Oratloa oo tbo Exteat aad Power of PoUtlcel Delasloa deUTorad la Hair 
BsTea. Scptenber. 1800. (PMUdelphU. 1800) aseerts oa page T (ftet aote) 
tbat be bai made aM of botb word* ai tbeir slffalflcaace Is exactly tba same. 
Tbe attempt of tbe fedcrallste to ase tbo epttbet, democrat, as a term aC 
feproacb for tbe membera af tbo BepabUcaa partj wos iwt Tory saecessfbL 
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It is a very great pleasure also to express deep 
appreciation of the critical aid given by Professor 
E. S. Corwin and Dr. Ernest C. Bidiardson of 
Princeton University and Professor Anson D. Morse 
of Amherst, Mass., but above all my thanks are due 
to my wife for her unwearied assistance. 

Akson Ely Mobsb. 



Digitized 



by Google 



CHAPTER L 

THE SOCIAL BACKGBOUKD. 

The social development of New England, like its 
history, was due largely to three principal causes; 
the homogeneity of the people for nearly two cen- 
turies, the geographical isolation of the country in 
which they settled, and most important of all, the 
intensity of religious enthusiasm and the identity of 
religious convictions. 

In any investigation of the various phases of the 
history and development of New England we find 
that the predominating feature is religion. It per-/^ 
meated New England life in all its relations, civU as 
well as personal. The significance and consequence 
of this feeling cannot be overestimated. It explains 
in large part the cause for settlement, the early 
theocratical form of government, the rooted policy 
of opposition to England, the zeal for education, the 
growth in isolation, the leadership of the American 
Revolution, and the inherent antagonism to the 
South. 

As the social structure of any people depends 
largely on its ethnical composition, so the fact that 
for nearly two centuries the population of Massa- 
chusetts remained almost purely English, is of great 
significance. This remarkable homogeneity was due, 
at first, to the circumstances by reason of which the 
Pilgrims and Puritans emigrated from England and 
the purpose for which they exiled themselves to a 
new country. With the overthrow of the Boyalist 
and the triumph of the Puritan party, the motive 
for leaving England was gone. The only source of 
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immigration thus failing, Massachusetts had to de- 
pend for development upon the natural increase of 
her own population.^ Had there not been the vio- 
lent opposition to immigration on religious grounds, 
which in itself was effectual — as witness the unfor- 
tunate intrusion of the Quakers — the harshness of 
the climate, the barrenness of the soil, and the fact 
that commerce, until the 18th century, offered noth- 
ing but ordinary gains, all these, would have ef- 
fectually deterred the stranger from venturing into 
the midst of the Puritan zealots.' Furthermore, New 
England was large enough for her surplus popula- 
tion until the Revolution. Connecticut, to be sure, 
on account of her position, sent not a few of her sons 
to Long Island and their intrusion into Pennsyl- 
vania caused serious friction. But as a rule, Massa- 
chusetts and Connecticut sent their excess to people 
the New England wilderness. Tlie orthodox settled 
Western Massachusetts, Vermont, New Hampshire, 
and Maine, while the unorthodox unsettled Rhode 
Island.' The full settlement of Vermont^ was not 



(1) It wai OD17 after th* Revdlntloa that aoj cooilderabto Inflltratkm oe- 
corrcd. Thtta the Ilampsblre Oasette, Februarj 6. 17M, anaooncea: "Aa, of 
lata. Btraniecn have frcqueatly arrlTcd la thla part of tho eooBtrj . . Tho 
Maaaachnaetta Socletj for tho Information and Adrlcc for Foreigners . • (has beta 
formed at Boston. )'* 

(2) Re wlio braved the oppoaltlon waa eoMlj reeeiTed. **Ia IMS. [at North- 
ampton] thrra acr«« of land wero slanted to Cornelius the Irishman; prorld- 
Inir. how«>TiT. that h^ ahoold not 'be capable of acting In anr town affairs.' '* 
Dwlfht: Ttarela, I:88<K 

(3) **It waa aald, that, if any man happened to loan hia rellgiooa opinion, 
ho mlftht bo aare to find It again at some Tlllaffo In Rhode Island.** BIfclnaoa: 
Tho Pnrltan Minister. Atlantic Esaaya, p. 219. His contempt of orthodox Mew 
England for *'Uttle Rbodj" la well ezpresaed by anch terms ss "Tho Sink o< 
New Enirland** and **Rofme laland.** Rot. H. Channlng to D. Dagfrett, L^ms, 
Conn.. Sept. 28» 1787: **Rhod« Island will r^ect tho proposed constltntlon, for 

the D 1 hath great wrath, knowing that his time Is short. They srt a 

wretched people Jk hsre no prospect of speedy relief, nnless there bo a nnloB 
of the other ststes. In this esse I shoold hope to seo them goremod.** Proe. 

, Am. Antlq. Soe. N. 8. IV (1885-7) 870. Seo Remarka on tho Amerlean Unl- 
I rerssl Gcogrsphy. By J. F. [Boston. 1793], who sttacka tho anthof'a asperslono 
on tho Irreliglon snd Ignorsosce of Rhodo Islsnd, pp. 404. Tho attltodo of 
Rhodo Island dnring Shays' Rebellion wss highly nnsatlafactory to tho Msssn^ 
chnsotts anthoritles. See the answer of Oor. Oolllna to Got. 0owdoln. Am. 
Herald. April 9. 1T87. See an atuck on Rhode laland la Ibid. May 28. 178T. 

(4) *The whole number of Inhabltanta (of Vermont] to 1771, mnat haTO 
been about aeren tboaaand.** WHUama: Vermont, 2d od. 11:478. In 1781, tho 
Vermont delegates to Congress said concerning the nomber of Inhabitants—prob- 
ably with an eyo more to making an Imprsaakm than telling tho tmt^— **Wo 
osUmato thorn st abont thirty thoosand.*' Vt. Hist. Soe., 06U. U: 16S. 
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accomplished until after the Revolution and Maine 
received her largest access of population after 1800.^ 
New England, as a whole, had no interests in com- 
mon with tlie rest of the colonies except the ties of 
blood and speech. The struggle for existence and 
salvation with which she was occupied seemed to 
concern herself alone. 

Of scarcely less importance in her development 
was the geographical position of New England. 
Although its isolation is less marked now by reason 
of the railroads, it exists and is felt to this day.* 
New England was a territory whose trade, of neces- 
sity, had to be carried on by sea rather than land. 
Access to the westward was rendered exceedingly 
difBcult by the mountainous character of that part 
of Massachusetts and Connecticut which borders on 
the state of New York. Lines of trade ran to the 
West Indies, Canada, including Nova Scotia, and to 
Europe, rather than to the other colonies. 

Thus New England was a geographic as well as an 
ethnic unit, in which these and other causes con- 
tributed to isolate her and to evolve manners, morals, 
habits, interests and speech, not only dissimilar from 
the rest of the continent, but almost sufficient for the y/ 
forming of a distinct nation and country. This 
separateness of character, developing during the 
course of two centuries, finds its conscious enuncia- 
tion in the many utterances of leading men,^ and 
especially in its rivalry with the South. Indeed the 



CO This I« Kbowo br the rapid IncmiM In tb'#~ lncor|K>ntkNi of the toirM 
•ft«*r 1800. Cr. Wlllliinuioo: Illst. of Maine, fvacalm. 

(6) It hat been pointed out Xtf Profcaaor Harrett Wendell, that the demaad. 
eapeclally bj Mii<Machn^ttn. for rcclprocltj with Canada and Kora ffeotla In 
clearlj doe to thla laolated geoin'aphlcal fMaltkn of New Enffland. Thin fnct 
to recofcnlted by the traTeller. Feanoo. who aajo: **llo«ton to not a thrlTtnt. 
L e. an Inrrennlnff town: It wanto a fertile back coontry. and It to too far 
TemoT«>d flom tht Wentem Statea to bo engared In the tnpplj of that new 
and va«t empnrtnm. except. Indeed, with Inhabltanta. a eomnodltj whieh. I am 
Informed. thc7 wad In nnmbera greater than from any other qnartcr.'* Ttntoli, 
». 106. 

(7) Cf. Adama: Docomento relating to New England Fcderaltom, paoalm. 
Alio Aoattn: Ufo of Oecty. 1:174. 178. cap. 201. 
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idea of the "New England nation" plays a part, by 
no means nnimportant in the various disunion proj- 
ects until the close of the War of 1812." 

From 1775 to 1800, in Massachusetts, the problem 
of the readjustment of the social structure underlies 
the political questions and divisions of this moment- 
ous period. The fundamental interpretation of party 
activities for these twenty-five years is therefore to 
be fomid in the attempt to replace the loss of the 
Tory party by those conservative elements which, 
at first, gathered about Bowdoin and the Essex Junto 
and later became the Federalist party. The growth 
and triumph of this party is the more remarkable, 
in as much as it was contemporaneous with, but 
directly antagonistic to, the tide of democracy then 
sweeping the country. Moreover tliis Federalism — 
while the party existed — ^became permanently en- 
trenched in Western Massachusetts, that portion of 
the state above all possessed by the extremest forms 
of democracy less than a decade before. 
* What then wrought this change, so abiding, that 
the Federalist party in Massachusetts was. enabled to 
sway the state for a generation, long after the last 

(8) The difilike of Vlrislnla. m reprcsentliiK the South, Is coiittuitl7 crop- 
ptaf oot. nampthlre Gasette, Ansnat 12. 1193. Independent Chronic!*. 
October 20. D(*ccniber 7. 1793; January 12. 1707. While the feeling haa czlsteA 
ninco colonial tlm<*«. It grvve xvry raiiMlj after the Rorolution. eapcclallj from 
1800 nntll after the War of 1812. See addrma by ''Falkland*' IPlaher Amea] 
on a "Separation of the State*. And Ita Cooaeqnencea to New England.** Fron 
the Oolnmblan Ct*ntlnel. quoted In the Hanpublre Gaaette. Sept. 28. 1808. Ibid, 
Mar G, 1602: **lf New England it to be *La Vendee of America;* we felicitate onr- 
aelTca on tho fortrpHs, whlt-h jour atafT'laa erected (I. e.. the election of Got. 
Strong]... the »ptrlt of domination In Virginia... haa alwaya exiated. ..I truat 
the day la not dl^ttant when thla truth will produce Ita proper effecta. In pro- 
BWtlng tho union of New England.** Ibid. Jaai. 27. 1802: '*Hla {Got. Monroe] 
account of the Virginia MUltla ahowa...lt la not good for mnch...the MlUtU 
of New England la... well organised, armed and dladpllned and... (la ready) t« 
...malnt(aln] tliose rights and liberties they have ao often fought and bled 
for.** 8«<e alao Feiloral Spy. Feb. 23. 180S. Alao In the Hampshire Gaaette. 
Oct. 5. 1802. from the (Vntlnel. After a diacuaalon of New York atate. whoaa 
Intereata were conslder«<d to be Identical with New England and '*a great 
majority of [whose] people... are either natives, or Immediately descended 
from New-England...** there la a striking comparison between New England and 
New York—and the South In population, resources and wealth. The article tods 
with a most algnlilcant parallel drawn between the population of New York and 
New England at that date, and the white population of the thirteen cokmlea la 
1775. which Is shown to be at leaat equal. See also F. Ames to C. Gore. Oct. S» 
1803. Works, pt. 1. pp. 324-S; aame to T. Pickering. Dedham, Dec. 28. 1808. 
Worka: pt. 1. p. 88U. 
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federalist organization in other states had disap- 
peared f* Simply that Massachusetts was still homo- 
geneous, still English and more, still Puritan, espe- 
cially in the western half; and consequently, under 
the leadership of the Congr^ational divines, was to 
be driven by the atheism bom largely of the French 
Bevolution into federalism. 

This Thesis, in short, is a study of the genesis and 
development of the Federalist party in Massachu- 
setts, from 1775 to 1800, the growth being largely 
due to the social and religious conditions in that 
state. 

The result of the so-called Party Revolution of 
1800 which ended the national importance and 
le.idership of tlie federalists was not destructive of 
the power of that party in Massachusetts. Neverthe- 
less it had the same narrowing blighting effect on the 
state as it did on the national party. As a matter 
of fact New England's interests and sympathies 
seemed to antagonize and separate her from the rest 
of the nation. 

Her leaders, at least, were occupied from 1800 
until after the War of 1812 in an extraordinary 
course of opposition to the government, in whidi 
they may have obeyed the letter of the law, but 
broke the spirit persistently, openly and defiantly. 

After the War of 1812, Massachusetts turned its 
attention from incipient rebellion to manufacturing. 
This brought her in line with modem development 
and activities, destroyed her isolation, enlarged her 
sympathies, joined her interests with the growing 
west. Then the Federalist party in Massachusetts 
found itself with its cherished but antiquated ideals, 
its notions hopelessly at variance with the rest of the 
nation, as much .out of date as the small clothes, 

<0) Delaware In a poaslbl« exception. 8m Leutacfacr: Earlj PdL Machtocfy l« 
tho U. &, pp. 245-180. 
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three-cornered hats and perukes of the Colonial 
times, a period which it was seeking to perpetuate 
in government and society. And so, in the year 1825| 
its party existence practically came to an end. 

But in each of these later phases the really vital 
elements which sustained the party are to an im- 
pressive degree the same social and religious influ- 
ences which gave it birth and growth. 
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CHAFTEB n. 

POUnCAL PABTIES AND CONDITIONS IN BCA88ACHU8ETTS, 

1775-1780. 

With the appeal to arms in 1775, the patriotic 
party^ found itself without political opponents. 
From the Tory leaders shut up in Boston under the 
protection of Gage's army, no political opposition 
was to be feared. 

Whatever remnant was left of this faction, the tide 
of sentiment was running too strongly for them 
openly to withstand it. Armed opposition was out 
of the question. The fate of the Mandamus Coun- 
sellors, the Addressors of Gage, and the Remonstra- 
tors to the Solemn League and Covenant left no cour- 
age to further provoke the anger of the people. The 
ease with which this party was excluded from the 
field of politics is explained by the fact that it -was 
without a definite policy, without machinery of any 
sort, and had depended too entirely on the power of 
Great Britain and the supposed loyalty of her sub- 
jects in Massachusetts; while the triumph of 
the Whigs was due in large part to the political 

(DA direct otttrrowth of tbc to-called popalar party which had b«ca mocv or 
Icaa active since 1001. It had foond ample occasion for the dlaplaj of Ita talenti. 
In the Interminable warfare directed against the rojal goTemor, which kept tbo 
relatkma In a constant condition of Irrltatloa. (Cushlnir: Transition from Pv^ 
Tlndal to the Commonwealth Goremment In Mass. Ootamblm Stodlea. TH: 
No. 1, pp. 20-7.) A iR«at victory was won In the pasM|;e of the act erectlac m 
Land Bank. (Donclas: -Financial Hist, of Mass. OolnmbU Stodlea. I: Kow 4. 
pp. 127-130. Felt: HlsL Account of Mast. Corrency, pp. 107-8.) Tha weakaeM 
of the conacrratlTes Is shown la their failure to prevent this act. Onlj the 
Interpoaltloo of Great Britain, hf a parllamentarj device, destiojed thla daa- 
serooa proposition. The r«iieral lack of economic knowledfe at thla ttne to 
striklnclj bronffht ont by the attempt of the merchant*— la the ao-called Silver 
Scheme^(Wells: S. Adams. 1:8) to remedy evlla la monetarr strlDgeocy ky 
the same fallacloas methods. By thto time. 1740. It woold seem that the Uses 
between the popnlsr and the conservative parties were belnc shsrplr draws. It 
needed bat Otis* speech on the Writs of Assistance to transform the popolar 
talo the patriotic party. 
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machinery which they developed with a complete- 
ness and effectiveness that has rarely been equalled. 

To offset this wisely directed acti\dty, the Loyal- 
ists did almost nothing to build up a party beyond 
the writing of newspaper articles and some pamph- 
lets. They believed the reiterated and solemn pro- 
testations of the Whigs that nothing treasonable was 
contemplated; that nothing like independence was 
aimed at They paid too little heed to the fact that 
in New England the ministers were still paramount; 
that the church and state were still closely united 
and that politics was as fully discussed in the pulpit 
as religion and morality. 

Thus the skirmish at Lexington marked, as one 
of the political results, the destruction of the Tory 
party in Massachusetts, and when the fleet of Howe 
hastily left Boston harbor for Halifax on March 
17th, 1776, it bore away with it the more active por- 
tion of that discredited and defeated party. The 
collapse of this party was so sudden and complete 
that it might be thought it had never possessed any 
realVitality. Such, however, was not the case. As 
far as actual voting strength went, its numbers were 
small, smaller indeed than in many of the colonies. 
But" judging by the names of those who fled with 
Howe and those who were proscribed, it is clear that 
the party had wielded a great influence.* The num- 
ber of Tories who remained Jn, Massachusetts must 
have beci\jnconsiderable. As the only British army 
which marched through Massachusetts was that of 
Burgoyne^s, as prisoners of war, there was no op- 
portunity for the manifestation of loyalty, such as 
was offered so frequently in many of the other states 
during the Revolution. Public opinion in Massa- 
chusetts was too nearly unanimous to allow any open 



(2) 8ablo«: LoftUtta, putla. 
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disaffection. Without doubt there were not a few 
who, fearing their neighbors more than their king, 
made a virtue of necessity, and paid their taxes and 
requisitions with feigned cheerfulness.' Although 
im)x>teut for mischief, rumor made them the 
authors of many a fancied plot, and, later, dema- 
gogues used the discredited name as a club to beat 
down the fair reputation of many a real patriot. 

Despite the odium which still clings, perforce, to 
those sufferers for conviction's sake and bad judg- 
ment, we must recognize that the Tory minority, 
small as it was, embraced an important part of the 
education, ability, wealth and character of the 
colony. This element, essential in any government, 
is far more necessary in a republic, and especially 
in one which is in the process of formation. What- 
ever judgment history may pass upon the Whig atti- 
tude towards them and however it may question the 
expediency and justice of the legislation enacted dur- 
ing this period, it is undeniable that the lack of this */ 
element is clearly seen in thejveakness-oLgQvern- 
^ment, which existed in Msissaehusetts^uptil. the rati- 
ficatioa of .IhaJTederaLConstitution. Undoubtedly 
the slowness and unwillingness of the people to 
strengthen the hands of the state and Federal gov- 
ernments was at least partly due to the destruction 
of this same consei-vative element. 

The axiom, that a party without opposition soon^ i 
begins to disintegrate into its natural elements, was ' ^ 
confirmed by the history of the patriot party from 
1775 to 1780. AVhen the war broke out, both politi- J, 
cally and morally the party had reached its height'^/ 
There was no further development of political ma- ( 
chinery. Tliat most formidable and successful extra- i 
legal institution, the Committee of Correspondence, j 

(S) Kliiff to R. Soatbpate. NewbuiTport. Aor* 27. 1T77. King bad bc«B ae- 
ftmed of belDjr • Tory. n<* Tajt donn nilea for aToldfloff anaptcloa. Amonc Umb 
ara **tba cbeerfnlneaa of paylBf your Taxes;** King: King, 1:27. 
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lost its purely political aspect and became an indis- 
pensable adjunct to Congress and the Massachusetts 
legislature in carrying on the war. Led from 1765 
to 1775 by a man who^ whatever his faults, kept his 
eye single to a pure love for the rights of his coun- 
try and democracy, by 1780 the party has become 
dominated by another whose chief recommendations 
are large pecuniary sacrifices and engaging per- 
sonal qualities. 

The fact that John Hancock could supplant Samuel 
Adams in the favor of the people, testifies to the 
degree of that demoralization which is usually 
attendant upon war. This cannot be fully attributed 
to the fickleness of the people. Neither is it due 
wholly to the excess of that spirit of democracy, 
which, under the leadership of Shays, was soon to 
threaten the existence of the state government It 
\ was due more to a general lowering of morality, and 
/^ the rise of a spirit of lawlessness bred by impa- 
\ tience of wholesome restraints, and the desire to live 
f m K state of nature untrammelled by the duties of 
\ citizens.* Common honesty was at a discount. Con- 
gress, as well as the states, set an evil example in 
disregarding obligations and plighted faith. Patriot- 
ism was made the pretext for the refusal to pay debts 
to British merchants. For the creditor to demand 
payment, was to be denounced as a Tory. Numerous 
were the estates of Loyalists which were bought for 
a song by ardent patriots. Forestalling was so com- 
monly practiced that conventions of towns, the 
legislature and even the New England states in con- 
vention assembled, tried in vain to prohibit this 
iniquitous practice by regulating prices.^ As the war 

(4) 8m F. B. Harnet (M8. TbMls. BarrftM UnlTeraltj) The Strafffto for Om 
OoDstltntloB Id MasMchowtta, for an accooat of cbronte lawlesa attltado of the 
•o-called "Berk»hlre OoDstltvtloBaltsta** tbroaghoat the War and of HampShIro 
Ooantj mitll 177T. 8co alto Smith: HIat. of PIttafleld. Chopa. XVIII, XIX. XX. 

r(3) Barry: HIat. of Maaa. III:lS4-5. Aoatla: Gcrrr, 1:254. 230. 294. Tba 
cl«rf7 deoomcfd this. See. •• g.. Kdtetlaa, A.. Bcflcctloos od ExtortloB...lB 
a SmnoQ prvachcd at Kcwharxport, 1788b 
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went on, large and increasing bonnties had ta be 
offered to obtain enlistments.* In short, as a Frrach 
officer, a capable observer, remarks in reference to..^ 
Massachusetts, "Four years of war have somewhat* I 
strained the springs of patriotism • » • the commer- 
cial spirit and luxurious tastes are gradually stiflxog 
the love of independence. Bepublicans here, like 
Carthaginians, know to a penny the value of life and 
liberty/'^ 

The disintegration made slow pn^ress, for fhe^ 
heavy pressure of war kept the jMurty together* A 
conunon sentiment for independence,, even a commoa 
fear of defeat worked powerfully to keep differeaees 
in abeyance; Nova S^tia was unecmif ortaUy near. 
The threatened return of plundered Loyalists stimv- 
lated to unwonted exertions of patriotimi those im 
honest and peaceable possessien ef 8eq;ue8teved 
estates.' 

Despite the fact that the all absorbing question ef 
war quickly quo&ehed any burning discusmn over 
policies on which the party might split, yei ib these 
five short years niay be seen the beginning of the 
three parties wMeh divided Massacfausetta until the 
epoch ef the FrmichBevelution. The divkaoi^ itt the 
Massachusetts^ delegates te Gongrese early' became 
manifest* The feeling of resentment and jealeu^ 
toward Hancock; whidi the other delegates,, notab^ 
Adams and Gerry, were unable te hide, atruek m 
deeper note than personal dislike.^ It denoted the 
struggle for the first place in the confidence and 
affections of the peo^. Parties of that time, since 



(«) B«R7: Hist, or Mus. 111:140-2. Asttla: Qtnj, I:SM. tST^ SMi 

(7) Dnrmail: DocnmraU on tho Aa. BotoIoUob. pp. 18-lA. 

(8) "A Bin Utely pMMd tho lowor iKwoo for admittlot thorn ftho 
■ccorvUiif to tbo Trooty. bot It was stopped st tho 8<«sto...Ths cU 
f^v, who bsTo pinadcred their Effects, aad frar thoir admlsskMi Icot 
tlon sboold bo the c<m«eqQesco. wrooffht apon the timid...** S. ~ 
J. Adams. Dee. SO. ITSS. Am. BIst. Aasa. Bop. I (1»0) 737. Iho 
Is made la tho Ceatlael, Dec. 10. ITBS. 

(0) WeUs: 8. Adams. II:Saa.f. 
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I they were largely devoid of political machinery, 
depended more on the personal popularity of their 
leaders. 

Massachusetts, from 1630, has been dominated by 
the town and city of Boston, whose importance has 
always overshadowed the colony and state. Second 
only in importance to Boston, in point of abilities, 
was Essex county. The Revolution marked the end 
of one social order and the creation of another, and 
, it was from Essex that the new leaders largely 
V came.^^ Social leadership was synonymous with 
political during the colonial period, and until the end 
of the federalist. The loss of the conservative ele- 
ments was but slowly replaced, during the Revolu- 
tion, by the gradual growth of a conviction that there 
was need of some check to the over-rapid advance 
of democracy, an advance which was destroying the 
efficiency of government. This feeling became crys- 
tallized in the famous Essex Junto.^^ Its members 
"more fully . . . represented the Puritan character 
. . . Strong, honest . . . they were sagacious in 
civil . . . life. But their intellectual vigor and dear 
perceptions were in many instances combined with 
great mental narrowness and rigidity.'"* Such were 
the men^ who, for nearly half a century in the politi- 
cal history of Massachusetts, had to be reckoned 
with, if not obeyed. It was this ** Junto'* to which 
John Adams ascribed his defeat. Jefferson, in the 
plenitude of his power, was humbled and defeated 
by it in his pet scheme of the Embargo. And if there 
was a definite attempt to sever New England from 
the Union, its instrumentality must be recognized. 

(10) Mcmortai Hltt. of Bocton. ni;in. 

(11) For the orlKin of the name se« Lodjre: Cabot, pp. 10-22. To tbe wrltA*t 
kaowle<ti;e the flnt time that the name appeared In the newspapen waa dorlBg 
the aprlBK golieraatorSal rampalcn of 1800. See, e. ff., Ind. Ch., March S, 1800. 

(12) Lodge: Cahot. p. 18. 

' (IS) The men who eompoaed the "JantoP* were Theophllaa Paraooa, George 
Cabot. PUher Amea. Stephen Illgglnvoo. the Lowella. Timothy Plckertnir. Jona- 
than Jarknon. Caleb (dialling, Triatam Daltoo. Benjamin Ooodhae, et al., all_ halt- 
ing from Kaaes Coimtj. 
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Isolated in Xew England, circumscribed by her nar- 
row boundaries, tlie leaders were consumed by fierce 
hatred of Virginia and the South. In their feelings 
^^ there was more than a tinge of religious bigotry." 
The Essex Junto shows the Federalist party at its 
best as well as at its worst" 

It was on April 15th, 1778, at Ipswich, at a meet- 
ing of delegates'^ representing twelve towns of the 
^ coimty of Essex, that what may be called the birth of 
the Federalist party took place. This county con- 
vention seems to have been dominated by Theophilus 
Parsons, who, though a young man at that time, was 
yet thoroughly conversant with the principles of gov- 
ernment, which are still accepted in the United 
States.^^ The surprising fact is not that he was in- 
terested in polity, but tiiat his discernment was so 
great at that early period. Not only in this county 
convention did he take the leading part, but he 
served with distinction in the state convention of 
1780, which gathered together a noteworthy assem- 
blage of statesmen. 

To combat the proposed adoption of the constitu- 
tion formulated by the legislature of Massachusetts, 
which had resolved itself into a convention for this 
express purpose, a committee of these delegates — 
Parsons, Goodale,* and Putnam — were requested "to 
attempt to ascertain the true principles of govern- 
ment; to state the non-conformity of the constitu- 
tion prepared by the convention of the state to those 
principles; and to delineate the outlines of a consti- 
tution conformable thereto; and report the same to 

(14) Be*. 9. f.. the Federal Spr. Maj 11, 1908. 

U5) It w«« "the ntreme New Kmrlaiid member of that hrinUnt. Inralatbte. 
SSTT"**"*^ ""'"y Intolerable (Federalist], partj." Am. Illat. Am. Bcp. I 

tliW»| IWB. 

. L?**^*??*** ^■""»*' PP- *»-3«- Of the twentj-aercB deWatea preaeat. ata 
arhlered later a national fame and were prominent membcra of the EncK 
Junto:— R, Goodbae. T. Dalton. J. Jaekma, T. Parsooa. C. Caahlnc and J. 
tireenleaf. 

(17) Ibid. ^ 48L 
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this body/'** Their report was embodied in a 
pamphlet T^hich is commonly called ''The Essex 
Result "*• This outline of the principles of govern- 
ment exposed the glaring deficiencies and weakness 
of the so-called Constitution of 1778.*^ It was so 
successful in this that it was largely instrumental in 
causing the rejection of the constitution by a large 
majority. But it was constructive also, for it drew 
up a system of government which was remarkable 
for its clear insight into the very nature and essence 
of a republican government. Except for its pro- 
visions concerning the weight that property should 
play in qualification for suffrage and office-holding, 
its principles are recognized as valid to-day as they 
were then. 

It is interesting to note in the convention which 
drew up the Constitution of 1780, the fact that the 
conservatives were able to carry the day more in 
accordance with their wishes than with regard to j^- 
the desires of those in favor of a weak and, in gen- 
eral, democratic government. The partial check to 
this latter tendency cannot be disguised. However, 
i t was a long time before the federalists or bel ievers 
i n strong government fionld fiontrol the stat e! The 
roll call of the two committees which framed the two 
constitutions^ is sufficient to mark this change. In 
this Convention of 1779-80, the Essex Junto effi- 
ciently seconded John Adams' scheme of govern- 
ment. To their aid John Adams bears a character- 
istic witness: '^I had at first no support but from 
the Essex Junto, . . . they supported me timorously 
and at last would not go with me to so high a mark 



(It) IbM. ». 6L 

(19) Ibid. pp. 4T-51. It Is flTCB In catlKty In ibid. Appcndli, Na. 1, pp. 



(20) ODahlDff: Trantltkm from PtotIbcIaI to Commonweftlth Ck>TeniBi«Dt !■ 
Manachanctti. Golamblm SUidlM. Til: N«. 1. pp. 1M.214. 

(21) Ibid. p. 206. footnote, p. 232. footoot*. wbleh refcn to tho JoohbaI of tho 
Coavcatloii. pp. 28-80. 
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as I aimed at, which was a complete negative in the 
governor upon all laws. They made me, however, 
draw up the constitution, and it was finally adopted, 
with some amendments very much for the worse. . . 
A foundation was here laid for much jealousy and 
unpopularity, against me, among the democratical 
people in this State.'*" 

The first election for governor under the new state 
constitution was held on September 4th, 1780." The 
vote is instructive.^ It shows, on the one hand, the 
popularity of John Hancock, how completely he was 
master of the Whig party," which had become the 
Popular or, better, the ^'Hancockonian party;*' on 
the other hand, it shows just as clearly the weakness 
of the opposition elements. Hancock was opposed 
by two factions — for their number can hardly dig- 
nify them with the name of jwirty— one having for its 
head James Bowdoin, the other being led by James 
Warren and Elbridge Gerry. At this time parties 
were without political machinery except of the 
crudest sort. Popularity rather than principle gave 
permanence and strength to a party. The Hancoc k- 
_pnian..£arty, which ruled Massachusetts until 1793, 
fell to pieces under the leadership of Samuel Adams, 
unable to withstand the loss of the popular leader. 
How, then, was John !Qancock able not only to be 
elected governor when he chose, but to dictate who 
should be exalted and who should be abased in the 
affections of the people t As the *boss*' of the state 
until his death, he failed only once to carry out his 
own wishes." In 1780 he blasted Samuel Adams' 



(22) Jolm Adams: Works. IX:ei8. 

(23) Barrr: Hist, of Mass., 111:180. 

(24) Ilsneock NcelTed 11.451 Tot«s; Bowdoin. 1.141. MS. Ifssssckosetts dce- 
tSo« returas. 

^Z^) "Mr. Hancock kept aloof. In order to bo goremor.** John Adams: Worki» 
IZ:«18. 

(20) This was In ITHS. when tho Sennto olcctcd James Bowdoin as goTcmer. 
hutcad of his candidate Coshlng. 
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reputation for the time being.^ His machinations 
against the latter were so successful, that even in 
his beloved home town of Boston, which he had ruled 
without a rival, Adams failed of election to the com- 
paratively paltry oiSce of the '* Boston seat'*" Han- 
cock was electjed governor until his death, except for 
two years," when he declined the election because 
he apparently sensed the storm which arose and cul- 
minated under the leadership of Shays. In the year 
1789, falling out with the lieutenant-governor in a 
quarrel, in which the legislature, at first through 
honesty, sided against him, he not only made the 
legislature face about, but he actually induced the 
people to elect another lieutenant-governor, Samuel 
Adams, the next year.^ No man, who opposed him, 
prospered, where the'i)eople of the state had oppor- 
tunity to express their predilections. Bowdoin, 
. Samuel Adams, Lincoln, Warren and Gerry, men of 
ability, political experience, of fine principles and 
steady patriots beyond suspicion, were as nought in 
the eyes of the people unless Hancock sanctioned 
them. To the question whence came the astonishing 
ability to make or mar the political fortunes of all 



(27) R. H. Lm to 8. AAaioii, PhlUdelphU. JftB. », 1783: **3roa win not b« m 
little mrpriaod to hear that the followlnir Inrormatloa waa rlT«i to the IToaae of 
IVelefTBteii In Vlitrlnla... 'that It wa« the puhlle conrernatlon at Philadelphia 
.that there waa a hrltUh Party on the continent, at the head of whieh [wtro] 
Mewra. Atlnmn. Memra. Leea A Mr. Laorenii*...he (Ool. Griffen] heard thia re- 
port abmit tvro yeara ago In Booton, A lately In Philadelphia. That It earn*- 
from XIr. II«nrocli*i« Partj.** 8. Adama MSA., K. T. Pobllc Llhrarj. Be«ldea thin 
acensaltno. arnvthcr which had irreat weteht, waa that Adama traa connected 
with. If not the Iradrr. of the Cabal, which waa formed •galnut Waidilngton In 
the ream 1777 to 1778. Wrlln: 8. Adama. 11:499-512. nowrrer. In 1781, Adams 
reratned hU pofinlarltj •uOlclentlj to be elected to the lefltlatnra. Oontlncntal 
Journal. May 17. 1781. 

(28) J. Warren to fl. Ado ma. Boaton. Not. 2. 1780: •'Neither yoar halorod 
town, the county, the Htate. nor the two Hooaea hare ahown any gratitude for 
your many and great avrrlcea; and. In the choice of Secretary, (yon] could not 
he anpported In competition with Mr. A.*' ThIa waa Mr. Jc4in Avery, whoaa 
patrlotlam had not been cnoaplcuoua. Wella: 8. Adams. 111:110. J. Warren to 
11. Adama. Boaton. Sept. 17. 1780: The electUwa '*8eem calculated for that In- 
tereat and to render their IdOl (Hancock] aa uneontrollablo aa poaalble...the 
Influence of all that dont urorahtp deroutly may bo very amall. and yon and t 
may have nnne at all.*' Ibid. pp. 117-8. Alao 8. Adama to Gerry. Phlladd- 
phla, Nov. 27, 1780. Auatln: Gerry, 1:808-308. 

(28) 1788. 1788. 

tail) The d««feat of Lincoln that year, at the polla, la a remarkable tribute to 
IIancock*a maatery of the affectlona of tht people. 
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men in the state, the answer is to be found above all 
in his surpassing reputation for patriotism.*^ The 
first election turned on this very question as to 
which, Hancock or Bowdoin, had shown more. The 
former's sacrifices of property — ^which he could well 
afford — ^had been gi'eater than that of any other 
man. 

His imparalleled popularity^ was also due to his 
affable manners, to his hospitality, and to his posi- 
tion as the representative of the bygone colonial 
aristocracy.** However, popularity and i)atriotism 
were not the only means relied upon by Hancock 
to insure his power and the continuation thereof. 
Patronage, chiefly in the shape of justices of peace, 
was dispensed with a skillful and lavish hand.^ His 
wealth, being freely used in the subtler forms of gen- 
erous, not to say prodigal hospitality," in no wise 
lessened his reputation. For his purse was always 
open to his ' 'friends."** He does not seem to have 
been a man of sturdy principles, since his policy 



(31) Hsncock'a rppatatioa for pfttrlotlam was laitcelj baaed. capcdaQj aftw 
the RcTolatkm. oo the famooa <ir<k<r which •zceptcd bin and Saarael Adaoaa ttum 
pardoa. Wella: 8. Adama. 11:31)0^10. In addltkw hia aacriflcca aad laaaca te 
Boatoa w«re not foneotten. while hIa preaidency of tha OMUaaatal iTiwiiiai 
which adof»ted the Declaration of Independence enhanced his repvtntlas ta- 
■Mnselj. Bowdoin of conrae had nothing ao apectacnlar to offer. 

(32) Hancock'a popularity waa not wholly a natoral srawth. Ona of Ms 
methoda to rather and Inanre a anrpasatiur popularity la dlacevercd hy Wb. 
rynchon, June 2S, 1778: **Mr. Hancock calla on hla debtora and deatrua pny- 
Bent In paper cnrrency. prererrlnir that to alWcr money— the dlffcrcnco In tbn 
azchanga belns at 3H. and from that to 6 paper doilara for cm of alHur. Doaa 

Mr. H mean... to become popular and obtain voteo at the cboica of fofenmc 

next Mayr* Dtary. pp. &4^ (la the G«mt1nel. March SI. 1787. It la aaaerted that 
he annk £28.000 In thta way.] Aa the propoaed GonaUtutlas of 2778 wna defentad, 
Bancock'a rraeroalty went unrewarded untU 1780. 

(33) The crrat change which waa to come over the attltnda of tbo paoolo te 
thla respect, la ahown hf the aaaertloo that Governor Goto loot hla olectlaa te 
1808 owing to hla progren thraogh the atata to Impoalng stylo. Lnnt: Old 
New England Tralta. p. 216. 

<84) Thla form of patronage waa often exerclaed by the royal govcivan. 8a«b 
Gerry a alap at Ilancock'a methoda. Auatln: Gerry. 1:303-4. Alao OMttoental 
Jounaal. Nor. 28. 1781: Ind. Ch.. Jan. 24. 1TB2; Salem Gaaettc. Jan. IT. M. 1782; 
Amory: BulllTan. 1:110. 

(33) Quincy: HIat. of Harvard College. 11:207. 

(30) '"DM Brutua...ln the Infancy of the Commonwealth, and beforo any nrmr 
of the Tarqulna waa anbdned, acquire fame and popularity by Urgcaaanf Wo! 
2!!!!! .f^. Tr* J^^^ '** ^.•^' '» ^ '■■* •xplHng momenta «f tha m. 
r"^ ^^* Auatin: Gerry. 1:278. 8eo alao Am. DcraM, Doc 
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r^as to cater to the stronger party.*^ It is hard to 
' judge of his abilities, forhe_wrote_ nothing and his 
chief advisors, Samuel .^dams^and James Sullivan, 
were unusually astute and clever ix>liticians.^ 

It was in James Bowdoin that the Essex Junto 
found a leader, whose sympathies and views largely 
coincided with their own. An early and firm patriot, 
his services in the Council had been invaluable, 
and his steady opposition to Hutchinson^ had the 
greater weight, inasmuch as he was a conservative, 
by nature, wealth, and position. His inability to 
accept the nomination to the first Continental Con- 
gress through the ill health of his wife and himself,^ 
was made the basis for later totally unfounded 
charges against his patriotism.^^ To Bowdoin must 
be assigned the highest praise for the admirable 

(ST) Surroanded from bis entrsBM Into poUtkt hy tba shrewdest sdTtsors, 
Bsseock nerer msde s serious false step. After some wsTerlnf, he espoosed the 
Pstrlot csose. When the Declsrstloa of Independence became IneTltsble, he was 
the first to sign. Wells: 8. Adams, 11:385. The escnse of bis iU health eUdted 
bnt scsnt sympathy from the "koowlair ones** ss early as 1781. In **1781, Mrs. 
Adams. ..wrote *a repeal of the obnozkms tender act has passed the Boose and 
Senate. The Goremor, as has been heretofore predicted, when ssiytblnc not qntte 
pepolsr Is In agitation, has the Koat and Is eoofloed to bed.'-" Adams: Three 
Episodes In Massachnsetts History. 11:802. 8eo also T. Pickering to J. Adami» 
Ang. e. 1822. Works, 11:512. 

(88) Wbocrer wrote the famoos Amendments which Hancock prelentcd to the 
OonTcntlott In 1788. no one claims the honor for Hancock. Parsons: Parsons, pp. 
70^. See Amory; SnlllTsn, 1:222-4. Rowerer the Massachnsetts federalists 
themaelres were earlier sharply dlrlded on this point. Hamilton: Works, 1:478. 
As for his BCostoo Massscre Oration, opinion la dlrlded betwf'en Dr. Cooper and 
Samoel Adams. Wells: Adams. 11:138-140; Warren: Life of John Warren, p. 
S28w His mcssaires to the IcfrlKlatore were said to be fiTltten by Dr. Cooper or 
Dr. Thatcher. Wm. Pynchon*s Diary, p. 78; Warren: Life of John Warren, p. 328. 
Hancock erldently also made nse of Dr. Warren's pen. Ibid. pp. 327*8. Bren 
before the Rerolotlon his lack of talents seems well known. Letter of 1. 
Andrews, April 14, 1774: **HaTe Indos'd the annlrcrsary oration dellTered by 
Col. Hancock. Its generally allowed to be a good composition and asserted to 
be his own prodoctlon...** Mass. Hist. Soc. Proc. 1804-0.%. p. 327. a Brec^ 
to Knox. Boston, Jan. 30, 1791. Knox MS8. New England Historic Genealogl* 
eal Society. (Hereafter all referegicco to the Knox Mss. will hare this Society 
nnderstooe.] **0n Wednesdsy last..Jils Excellency the Goremor dellrer'd « 
lengthy Speech to both booses. It was a rery good one. ..the question has beca 
, frequently asked, who wrote It^" John Adams to said to hare called him "tho 
1 ompty barrel" In a moment of happy Inspiration. Mem. BIst. of Boston, 111:201. 
His more farorable comments were made In his old age and when Baneock*s 
enemies had beeome his bitter ftocs. See Works, X:290-281; and Oorreopondeneo 
between Adams and Cunningham, p. 210. 

(89) Wens: 8. Adams, 11:250. It is significant that Bowdoln's name Is soeond 
on this "black list** (S. Adams being first), while Hancock comes ninth. Seo 
also ibid, 1:408-7, 474. 

(40) Adams: PamUlar Letters of John Adams and his Wife, p. 88. Also B. 
Dexter to Bowdoin. Woodstock, Jan. 28, 1779. Mass. Hist Soc. Proe. 188M888, 
pp. 890-300; Bowdoin to T. Pownsll, Boston, May 17, 1770. Ibid. 1800>188S, pp. 
Ml-4. Samo to asms, Boston. Nor. 20, 1788. Ibid. pp. 245^ 

(41) Oontlnental Jonmal, May 4, 1781. 
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discharge of his duties as chief executive. The 
crushing of a rebellion for the a vowed pu rpose of 
overturning or destroying the stale government, in 
which at least two-thirds of the i>eople were sympa- 
thetic and the legislature largely likewise, demanded 
the highest kind of ability, tact, firmness and moral 
stamina.^ 

The third element was led by Elbridge Gerry and 
James Warren, and, up to the time of his reconcilia- 
tion with Hancock, Samuel Adams. Until the agita- 
tion over the adoption of the Constitution put Gerry 
and Warren at the head of the antifederalists, these 
men were personal friends of/Bowdoin.**, While, in 
principle, these two factions were at opposite poles, 
yet they joined forces in fighting Hancock.** Gerry 
and WaiTen represented the stern and uncompromis- 
ing republicanism of that day. They were later the 
out-and-out antifederalists. They disliked and fear- 
ed Hancock, chiefly because they suspected in 
him a design to corrupt the people and to elevate 
himself to a position inconsistent with a republican 
form of government** 

Such were the political forces and tendencies 
which divided ^lassachusetts in 1780.** Two of 



(42) S«« WInthrop: Wuhlnctoo. Bowdola ind FraDklla, BmUm, 18T8. 

(43) In the k*ttcT« of R. IT. L«« ud Gerry to Sftmnel Adams tkej eoMtaatly 
write lo tbe followinir strain: "This Is commonlcstcd In ConfldcBCO to jovraelf 
to be Imparteil adIj to Friends Mr. IllrflnMia. Mr. Osinod sod General Warrta 
sad Mr. nowiloin.** Gerrj to 8. Adams. Annapolis, Msjr 7. 178A. & Adams, 
Mm.. N. T. Pnblle Ubrsry. Also Gerry to Bowdoln. New York, Dee. tl. ITS. 

y Ma»s. Hist. Soe. Coll.. 7tli Ser. VI. pt. 2. pp. 83-4. Par tha diaaffa fm frtrndrtlp 
^ with Warren see Adamn: Ufa In a N. B. Town, pp. 128. 150. 

iU) AttKttn: Gerry. 1:394. 

(•iri) Ibid. l-.-r-iSKIiri. 

(40) "Tbe Ktale Is dirldiHl Into two parties; one calls- Itself Repnbilcan vU 
la coinpmtr^t of ererrlioily wlio hotfls office, and Is led by Bowdoln and Adnmn . . 
Tbe o|i|io«iltl«in puny, ibe iriie Repabllcan party la led by Hanco(c)k. Ba In 
tbe King of tbe Babble (Rol des Hslles) or tbe American Beanfort. HIa cradlt. 
witb tbe nuu»>«fs Is rn-st; bis policy Is ulirewd and CTen crafty. Be la tba sssta 
opposed to Adsms becsose tbt-y were once friends, snd to Bowdoln because he In 
a riTsl. He befrlen<bi os only becsose be bstes tbem.** Dnrand: Doca. on tba 
Am. Rrr.. pp. 18-10. Soppoaed to bave been written by Cberaller da Flawy, a 
Frencb offlcf-r stationed la America In 1770. See Sterens* Facslmllca. Na. I«l< 
wbere tbe original ss well as a translstlon of tbe document Is gWen, FW anothar 
▼lew of tbe leaders In Massachusetts see Ibid. No. 487. 

This rtrslry between Bancock and Bowdoln extended to the chooalng af a cleffir> 
man at ''Dr. Cooper'a.** J. EUot ta J. Belknap. Boston. Feb. 8. 1784. BalkMf 
Papeta. Mass. Btst. 8oc. CoU.. 8tb Ser. IV. pt. III. pp. 270-1. Sea f or tha bscv 
nlag of tbe rlralry. Qntecy: Blat. af Barraid CaUc«a. II: SOT. 
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these parties being founded on principles were des- 
tined to survive. Bowdoin and his friends became 
the Federalist party. Gerry and his friends became 
first Antifederalists and afterwards led the Demo- 
cratic-Republican party. 

By general consent there were two men, and two 
only, who were candidates for the first gubernatorial 
honors. The decision of the people lay between 
, -Hancock and Bowdoin.*^ Gerry never received a 
large popular vote until party discipline had become 
. more perfected and party machinery more devel- 
*^oped. So overwhelming was the vote for Hancock,** 
the opposition elements acquiesced in the emphatic 
decision of the people, and Bowdoin, whose health 
seemed to forbid any such strain, declined the lieu- 
tenant-governorship in a handsome letter to the leg- 
islature.** His resignation was based on his un- 
questioned ill health, for there follow at that time no 
accusations or charges of pique or ill feeling. It 
was quite otherwise with James Warren, who also 
refused that office."* He was compelled in his letter 
of refusal to deny the insinuations made against 
him of hostility towards the new governor." The 
election seems to have given general satisfaction 

<47) J. A<lamii: Works. IX: 511; Adams: FamUlmr Letten of Jote AdaiH 
•ad his Wife. p|k. 170-7. 

C~ (4S) Tli« «l«rtloo«wliiie. If tbcr» wm nnch. wis not cftrrled on In fh* new*- 
papers. Tb4* oiilx appeal 1b the Matrachaiirtta Spy Is appareatly aimed ayaliiat 
Hancock: **C<mslder It not the hoalneat of election to repair Injured fortonet 
(Hancock's had suffered scTereljr during the war], smt to reward past services 
. . Let not the question be who has. hut who will, best advance the general 
Interest.** Aujr. .11. 1780. The only reference to the election Itself In thn 
Worcester paper Is that In ftoston town meeting Hancock had **858 voteo out of 
823.*' No m««tlon Is made of the vote In Worcester. Mass. Spy. Sept. 14, 1780. 

(49) Ibid. Saw. % ITtMl. 

(90) It took nearljr three weeks to elect a lleutenant-gOTemor. Oct. 25, 1780. p. 
11. Announcement that there la no choice bj the people. Oct. 27. p. 18. Tbo 
Booso sends up Ilowiloln and Asnr Ome. Senate elects Btvwdoln. Oct. SI. 
p. 37. This day Bowdoin declines both the election to the lleutenant-goTemorshlp 
and to the Senate. Nov. 7, p. 00. J. Warren and Asor Ome aeat np to the . 
Senate, p. 72. Wamn Is elected. Nor. S, p. 80. Warren desires a few dajs 
for consideration. Nnr. 10. p. 87. Declines. Nov. IS. p 00. T. (Wishing and 
Artemas Ward sent up. Nov. 14. p. 97. Senate chooses T. Cnshlng. Nov. 14. 
II. »<. >!:<. Hnn*v ioi.rnal. 178u-17($l. This ended tbe search for Uentenant-gov- 
emor. for Cnshlng accepted. 

(51) MaM. Sp7. Nov. 28. 1780. This letter was dated Nov. 10th. 
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and Hancock was the recipient of a number of ad- 
dresses of congratulation from numerous associations, 
commercial as well as judiciaL" 

<») Sec Ui* Mam. Spy. Oct. 2«, Dec e. 1780. Wn 
the iMogiirml ceremoaln, w« Gonk«: Hist, of ti 
497-8L 
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CHAPTER nL 

THE PARTIES OF HANOOGK AND BOWDOIN. SHAYB' 

BEIXION. 

In the financial troubles, which plagued the coun- 
try and especially Massachusetts during and after 
the Bevolution, is to be found the chief reason for 
the growth of the conservative wing which Bowdoin 
led. For the first five years of the state government 
in Massachusetts, Hancock was elected by large ma- 
jorities.^ Nevertheless, the opposition increased 
slowly but surely, and the cause seems to have been 
the dissatisfaction of the creditor class, due to the 
unwillingness of the dominant party to take effectual 
means for the restoration of the public credit' That 
class, however, which earliest identified itself with 
those who held that Congress needed greater powers 
was the merchant class. This order saw clearly the 
uselessness of efforts on the part of a single state 
to regulate commerce. Therefore, when in 1784 the 
question of the five per cent, impost was before the 
legislature, the members took sides as what may be 
called a ** Federal" or an "Antifederal" party;* and 
the merchants as a rule were ** Federalists." 

The importance of the election for governor in 
1785 was fourfold. In the first place it developed 
sudi an acrimonious party spirit that the harmony, 
which had outwardly prevailed up to this time, was 
completely at an end. Secondly it revealed the con- 
servative forces as a strong, able and aggressive 

(1) The folknrliif Tote for goTMnor wis cast In 1781. ToCil TOte. 86K: Hui- 
cock. 79B6; BowdolB. «M. In 1782. total vote. 7744: Bucoek, 585S; BowdolB. 
1180. in* TotM for 1788 uid 1784 wor« not recorded. [Sc« BlbltegniiAkj.] J«df- 
tag ^ the ftcceeelMe Totee, fiot 0QI7 was ftreat apethy ebown, toot B«i 
waa poalng popvlarltj. Bowerer, the 0|»p0Bltl0B waa rather well a c at t e tod. 

(3) SalllTaa to B. Uacoln, Aof. 4. 1781. AjBorj: SoIllTaa, II: 881. 

(8) King: King, I: 14>15, foot mCo. 
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party, though still greatly in the minority; and it 
welded them together, so that, when the straggle over 
the adoption of the Constitution came, they were able 
to work more effectually. In the third place, the 
telling charge of Toryism was revived as a political 
weapon. Finally it gave the first and only check 
to the influence of Hancock. This, however, was but 
temporary. In fact, the extravagance of the accusa- 
tions recoiled upon the heads of the accusers and 
enhanced the popularity of the people's idol. 

Of Hancock's jwlitical sagacity and foresight, 
there is- no better proof than his resignation early in 
1785.* It was in every way opportune, for the eco- 
nomic situation of both the people and the state of 
Massachusetts was well nigh desperate. This was 
due to several causes. One, and by no means the 
least important, was the failure during the past year 
to collect the taxes. Large arrears were still owing 
from previous years. How much of this negli- 
gence is chargeable to Hancock and his administra- 
tion and how much to the difficulties of circum- 
stances, is not certain. At any rate the treasury 
of the Commonwealth was nearly empty. Beset by 
the impatient creditors of the state on the one side, 
and on the other, frightened by the angry mutterings 
of the poverty stricken and distressed people in the 
back counties,'^ Hancock became convinced that his 
precarious health rendered him unfit to occupy the 
exposed position of governor in the face of the on- 
coming storm. Accordingly, on January 29th, his 
resignation was tendered to the legislature.* His 

C4) 8Alem GiitHfc. March 1. 178S. 

(5) mace the btTlBBlDir of the RetolntSoD the Inhftbltiiiti of WMtcn Mmm- 
ehoMtts hftd not been cT«at rcwpectcn at the law. In addition to their refnanl t* 
permit court* to cooTrne at rariooa tlmca. lawleaa onthreakt ha4 taken plnct, 
noubly In ITn and 1781. The danjter of aerloaa nprinlam waa pcreclTed ^ 
manj tlMOfhtrol penooa. N. Dana to King, Oct. S. 1785: "We aU baUera onr 
Continental Gorvmmcnt mmj la time be amended . . partlcvlarljr aa to tha 
mode of aoppremlnir rerolti In the reapectlre coTccnmenta.** King: King, 1:70. 

Ce) Oerry to King. Beaton. March 28. 1785. OlTea a cnrlona aeconnt nC thn 
realgnatlon. King: King. 1:78. Alao O. Oora to King. Boaton, March 90^ 178S. 
Ibid. I: 81* 
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action was exceedingly well timed. It gave ample 
space for the lieutenant-governor^ Gushing, the man 
whom he had chosen for his successor, to become ac- 
quainted with his duties, and likewise for the people 
to become accustomed to the thought of him as 
governor. 

The withdrawal of Hancock offered the first real 
opportunity to the friends of Bowdoin to elevate 
their favorite to the gubernatorial chair. However, 
imtil the eve of election, the contest, to judge from 
the newspapers, was just the sort of a mild and 
dignified affair that had been customary up to this 
year. But suddenly Hancock and his party seemed 
to have awakened to the fact that Gushing was in 
^^rave danger of losing the election. Furious attacks 
J were begun at once on everything British — the 
/ "British factors'" being the especial point of attack. 
jBowdoin was assailed as a Tory, and denounced 
bitterly because of his relationship with John Tem- 
ple.' Vigorous were the attempts made to revive the 
old excitements and methods of the pre-Bevolution- 
ary days. The aid of the "Mohawk Indians'' was 
offered to expel the obnoxious British agents,* and 
hardly a voice was raised in defence of this hated 
class. 



CT) "Krerj rspltol la crowded wifh Brttllb «*rota. Mat ortr to collect deMi 
contracted leng befon the war. opprcaa the drt>tor, and parelwaa tho paUk 
•ecorltlcs from all pcrrans whose ncccaaltlca obltm them to aell. at the moB- 
otroQs discoimt of aeTcntecD abllltDm aod ilx pcoco od tho ponad." WarrcB, 
RIst. or the Am. Rerolatloa. III:»I4. Another Tiew la: "Thow (Loodoo mar- 
chonta) . . who atiU have • hankcrlBr after It (AmerlcM trade], apprised by 
woefill esperieDce of the rteka their property la expoood to In the hnnda of Amer^ 
lean Mercbaata, nae the precaotlon of neadlaf oat eapercargoeo and asonta; and 
thia . . la . . one of the principle srIeTaacea which the ptooa people of Boston 
labor nader." Am. Herald, Jaljr IS, 1785, from the Bahama Oasetta. Bee also 
Ibid. Jan. Id. 178Q. from a late London paper. 

(8) John Temple waa Bowdoln*a son-in-law. AlthonKb a naUre bom Amerlcaa, 
he had spent nearly all his mature lUe In Enfland readerlaff raloable aerrlcea to 
America dortng and before the war. Bnt ha waa sospeeted In 1778 of brtnginf 
proposals for peace from Great Britain. He waa accaaed of befcaf a Tory aad 
had irreat tronUe In icalnlnir pi^rmlsslon to reside In UassachosetU In 1782. 
Bowdoin and his Mends natnralljr espoused Temple's cauae. ThIa eonteat but 
deepened the conflict betweea Hancock and Bowdoin. Amory: SalllTaa, 1: 184-8; 
11:388; Mass. Hist. 8oc. ColL Otb Ser. IX: XV-XVIL See Plata Statement of 
Facts aad Dates cooc«*mlnf Mr. Temple [Sljened "Narrator**], and A Statement 
refotlnjr certain Statements In James Salllran'a Charges against Mr. Tempts. Boa* 
ton. Maj 25. 1783. Copies are In the Massachusetts Historical Socletj. 

<9) Ceatlael, April 9, 1788. 
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This rancorous method of campaigning naturally 
led to bitter resentment and retaliation.^® Disdain- 
ing to pay attention to Gushing** — ^who was simply 
denounced, in passing, as a servile tool — the attack 
singled out as the real leader of the campaign of 
defamation, Hancock.*' In unsparing terms, his 
weaknesses were set forth and his **boss rule" de- 
nounced.*' At the same time Bowdoin's patriotism, 
which had been decried and even called in question, 
was stoutly maintained.** 

The popular election did not settle the question — 
the law demanding a majority vote — ^for Bowdoin 
received 3,519 votes. Gushing 3,005.**. The decision, 
therefore, went to the l^slature. The agitation 
against the '^ British factors'' b^gan anew.** It is 
difficult to avoid the suspicion that this campaign of 
agitation and boycotting had more a political en^ in 
view than anything else.*^ It was early found easier 

(10) IM4. M«Kh 20. 1785. Am. HeraM. Marrh 28. ITR. A tend MU wm 
drcoUted bjr Bowdoln's friend* Jut befcrc the date of electloa. (A copj 
to In tlM Man. Hlittortra] Society.) addmacd "To the Hoaeat Bleetort of thla 
Dar." It Is chiefly ■ enlofT of Bowdoin bot alao contains aooM cantkNia Mats: 
"Be cool, my Friend* . . lest /on be miscvlded . . It may be by Bjrcophanta aa< 
ParsaltM. by near Relations, or by Interested Peraoos, who hSTC enjoyed emoln- 
meats from the irraoioos Hands which yoor own former anffrage pat In the power 
of their Patrons to extend.** 

(11) Gerry to Klnff, Marblehead. April T. 1785. King: King. I: 8t-T. a 
Gore to Klnr. Boston. Uarch 20. 1T83. IbM, p. 81. 

(12) Am. Herald. April 4, 1785. 

(13) It Is cTldont that Stefihen HlrirlnNon Is the leader In Ibis campalga 
aralnst Ilsncock. At best Hlirrlnson was unpopnlar on accoont of hla connection 
with British merchants. He Is drvMoned In mont riolent terms as the *'Ral<a 
Wlxard.*' Am. Herald, April 11. 1785. Also In the Centlnel, May 7. 1785; April 11« 
1789. JuiUlnir from the phraseology and the facts. It Is probable that **ClTla*' 
Is none other thsn Hlritlnson. for the resemblance between theae two long 
articles and the fsmoos attacks on Hancock by **Laco** la marked. Oontlncatal 
Joomal. May 19. 20. Jnne 2. 1785. There are alao In the CcntlnaV— May 21. 
25, 178.V~two articles by ••Phllo-Clris** and a "Brother Elector** which are of 
tlte Mme tennr. It Is certain, however, tliat wheresn before this he had bc«« 
eliTtMl to the lefrlHlatnre ami a delegate to Conare»<B. he nerer had an oOtee 
after this time. CSerry to King. Boston, May 19. 1785: **H. (ancockl Is at- 
tacked In Tcry plsln terms . . CIris . . Is weU Informed of H.*a (n8Beock*al 
pretensions to Merit.** King: King. I:9«. 

(M) Am. Rersld. April 4. 1785. 

(l."t> M8. Msmt. election retnma. The total Tote waa 9.005. ' 

(10) Centlnel. April 9. IS. 10. 1785. 

(17) 1. Hancock Is moderator of the meeting which to held to dlsconmge 
these British fsctors and the excitement sobuldea after the leglslatnre makes 
Ita choice. 2. A f r«.at stmgfsle tskes place In Boston orer the tw« llsu. chleAy. 
It would aeem. bi-esose Hancock Is on one of them. 3. On May 25th, the day 
tiefore the electkm In the leglKlatvre. there comes oat In the Centlnel an elaborate 
account of the funeral proceMkm of the **BowdotnlUsh Coslltlon which wfU 
psrsde at « .o^^lock.*• 4. It Is only after thto electloa that Hancock pobUshen n 
letter In which he deprecatea the attacks on Bowdoin nnd disavows any connect 
tton with tbaii. 
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to bring pressure to bear upon the legislature than 
upon the voters at large. On April 15th, ^ ' a meeting 
of merchants, traders, and many other gentlemen 
of the town" was held in Boston — ^Hancock presid- 
ing as moderator — to consider what discourage- 
ments should be given to ** British factors.*"* The 
results of the deliberations recall pre-revolutionary 
meetings, boycotts," committees to correspond with 
the merchants in the seaports, a petition to Con- 
gress, a committee to wait upon those who rented 
any place to factors** — ^in short, all the machinery so 
effectual a decade before was set in motion.^ 

The battle was now transferred to the election of 
Boston's representatives to the legislature.** The 
lines were sharply drawn on the two lists prepared.** 
Great alarm was aroused in Bowdoin's friends over 
the fact that Hancock was nominated as one of the 
'' Boston Seat," since it was asserted that a deep 
laid plot was maturing for the exclusion of Bowdoin 



(IS) SaIpoi Oaxettc, April 19. 1785. How tboroofh fN>liiir th« Intentlont wcrt 
can be gleaned from two letters of Knox. Tta« flr«t on April 18, 178S, to B. 
Jacktoo: The Merchnnta **re8olTCd...to hnre no deallnm whaterer with anj 
Brltlah Uerct.* Agentt or Pactora ttant do or maj reaide In this Stnto— that 
we will not recelre them to Board— Speak, or hare tnf conneetloos with them 
..not let them a flooae Shops— Stores, or Wharfe — no Tmckman to tmck for 
them, nnlens to cany their goods on board some Teaaell to transpwt them ovt 
of the State la eon«eqaence . . the poor D— — la are packing up . .** Knox 
MS8. XVIII :21. The other shows lew nnanlmltx. To Glbbs, April 21: "the 
Trades met todsy to consider what Is to be done . . oo their part as there 
seems to be a Jarr between the Mercbaaitlle Interests ft others . . the Select- 
mcvi met this morning to point ont who of the British . . ractora Ac oontiaaa 
among ns.** ibid. XVIII :». 

(19) In the nen-spsper sdTcrtlsements of drj goods in April and Maj. It is 
slgnlflcsnt that the word "Kuropean** is used almost exclnslreljr. See a mock 
adrertlsement of "Whackom ft Co." Centlnel. May 4. 1789: "N. B. Thoae 
who throorh an ill-timed fear, hare come in at the back door maj now arold 
snch unnecessary precantloos.'* (Tills "Whacknm ft Go^*' was a certain Lewis 
ft Co. Ibid. Jan. 31. 1789.] See a Tlolent attack by "Jorce, jna** on "THOSE 
PERSONS WHO (HiANdestinelj receircd prohibited goods at Two o'clock on 
Satnrday Night.'* Am. Herald. Maj 2, 1780. 

(20) The program of the **Patrlota" encountered manj anaga. See the Am. Her- 
ald. Maj 2. 9, 178.t; Centlnel, AprU 30. Mtj 4. 1785; but their chief difflcultj 
was with the "ladles . . whose nnpsrdonsble desire to purchase their (British 
factors*] accursed' comnxMlltles and who to gratlfj their Immoderate attachment 
to dress, wonld wiUlnglj sacrlflce the communltj." Knox to Jackson, Bostoo, 
Msj 1. 1785: "the lire and wrath agalnat Whackum ft others is much abated.** 
Knox MS8. XVI 1 1:29. 

(21) Salem Gasette. Maj 8. 1*85. Ships loaded with Brltlah foods were not 
permitted to land their cargoea. Am. Herald. Maj IS. 1785. 

(23) Ibid, AprU 25. 1785. See also the Centtael, Aprtl 27. 1785. 
(23) Ibid, Maj 1, 1785. 
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from the chair." Another rumor was bruited about 
that after being elected,- Gushing would decline in 
favor of Hancock.** The vote of the House was in 
favor of Gushing, 13-1 to 89,*" but the Senate insisted 
on Bowdoin by a vote of 18 to 10,*^ and the House 
acquiesced." 

The disturbed state of trade with foreign nations 
gave Bowdoin the opportunity to address the legis- 
lature on the measures called for by the situation.** 
His message, the 31st of May, 1785,** has the high 
distinction of being the first step taken in an official 
way to hold a convention for the purpose of giving 
greater powers to the government of Vie union. His 
words are quite worth while quoting. After reciting 
the difficulties under which commerce in the United 
States labored, he goes on to say: "The United 
States have the same right, and can, and ought to 
regulate their foreign trade... it is a misfortune 
that Gongress have not yet been authorized for that 
purpose by all the states. . .It is of great importance, 
and the happiness of the United States depends upon 
it that Gongress should be vested with all the powers 
necessary to preserve the Union, to manage the gen- 
eral concerns of it, and secure and promote its com- 
mon interest. That interest. . .the Gonfederation 
does not sufficiently provide for; ...This matter, 
gentlemen, merits your attention; and if you think 
that Gongress should be vested with ampler powers,, 
and that special delegates from the states should be 

(24) IbM. May H. 1TS5. 

(25) IbM, Mar 2S, 17^ 

(2C) Am. HpraM. Jnne ST. 170. 

(27) Gcrrr to Klar. BcMtoo. Maj 27. ITSS: "I moat bavtllj cooffraMUt* 
rov OB the . . rWtloD of Mr. Bowdoin. Tbe moat Tlgorooa Bzcrttaoa wara 
made on both aldca. tt ha waa aent op bj 80 Totea . . tbo Senata b«lBC 4oaM* 
fnl, tb«-7 appoints ne a Member and . . (belat) notlflad . . at Maiblehcad 
ailioQt Ave o'clock yeatcrdaj OMmlM. I caaaa . . to taka mj seat . . .** Ktag: 
KInc. 1:10©. 

(28) CentlDel. May 28. 1785: Saleaa Oaietta. May Sl« 1785. 

(29) Tbe remilatloD of commerca throoch a general imina of the colonlea waa 
mlTOcated by Dowdola aa early aa 17M. WInUmp: Addraaa on Jaaaaa Bow- 
doin, pp. 15.17. 

(80) Salem Oaaetta. Jnaa T. 1785. 
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convened to settle and define them, yon will take the 
necessary measures for obtaining such a Convention 
or Congress, whose agreement, when confirmed by 
the states, would ascertain these powers."'^ As a 
result of this message the legislature passed, on 
July 1st, a series of resolutions embodying Bow- 
doin's recommendations.^ On the same day the gov- 
ernor enclosed these in a letter, which he forwarded 
to the Massachusetts delegates in Congress.^ Like- 
wise he wrote to the governors of the other states, 
asking that they nse their best offices, should these 
resolutions be acted upon by Congress, in enlisting 
the support of their respective states.*^ The fate of 
this communication is interesting. Bowdoin's letter 
[| of July 1st reached the delegates Gerry, Holten, and 
^ King the first of August 1 In their reply of August 
18th they admit that ' ' we have delayed any commun- 
1 cation with Congress upon this subject . . . We are sen- 

! sible that our duty points out a prompt and exact 

! obedience to the acts and instructions of the legisla- 

ture, but if a case arises wherein we discover most 
clearly consequences so fatal that, had they been 
j known, perhaps the measure adopted woi^ld not have 

; been proposed, it may not be improper t6 delay a 

j final execution until we have the instructions of the 

; Legislature after such pernicious consequences of 

the measure shall have been submitted to their ex- 
amination."** This letter is followed by another of 
the third of September, which contains a very able 
'] and full exposition of the delegates' attitude.^ It 

presents in the clearest light the views of men who 
had no conception, at that time, of a nation; who 
were morbidly afraid of more than a semb]ance of 



(31) WInlhrop: Addrm oa Jabim Bowdoln, p|i. 89-41. 

(32) IMd. p. 41. 

(HS) Klnf: Kinff. 1:58. 

(34) tbld. 

(35) Ibid. pp. no-«o. 

(30) Ibid. pp. 00^ 
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power in government; in short, it was an admirable 
anti-federal document The results of this communi- 
cation were that the legislature adopted the views 
of the delegates and suspended their resolutions.'' 
As a matter of fact, the action of the legislature does 
not, as might be supposed, indicate any great growth 
of federal sentiment from the previous year, when 
the legislature defeated the request of Congress to 
grant them a five per cent impost It seems rather 
to be an outcome of the agitation over the commer- 
cial interests," which, in Massachusetts, took the 
peculiar form of an attack upon ^'British factors" 
and anyone supposed to be connected with Great 
Britain.* 

Bowdoin's attempt, then, for a convention of the 
states had no practical result, except as it produced 
an impression on the minds of thoughtful and sober 
men, which bore fruit later. But a special event was 
soon to display the weakness of Congress and the 
perils to which government, state as well as federal, 
was exposed under the confederation. This event 
was Shays' Rebellion. 

The financial condition of the people as well as 
the state of Massachusetts at the close of the Revo- 
lution was deplorable.^ But the inflation of the cur- 
rency** — one of the chief expedients for easing the 

(S7) IM4. p. oa. 

JS! SfiJ*'. ^.J^' ^"^ *• '^*"»» ^^^ O^' «. 1TO5- IW«. pp. «T-T«. 

(39) Still tn the iici»-«|ia|NTs ■• ^ls«irh«rv the demaotf for a ■tn«g«r fOTCfs- 
iiM>Dt grew. See e. jc. Salem Ouettc. Feb. 20. 178S, Kaos wrttes to Waih- 
Iw* ?^ J?!!****"- ^•*\ *• "^' ^^^^ *'^ XVII :2I) "mMt •enalbte men «• 
the Importance of tlie powers of the tmlon beinc higer (hlffberl braced— b«t m 
?~!"T* .■" 1!!?*"^ •• ^^^ "»•" 8~ •>» Am. Herald.- Feb. 28. 11»5 

Botewortbj: ''Who that la a real clUtca of America, earn alt wcooceraed, aad 
aee the plddllac nfmlm of aome LefMatore. debattag wbeCbcr tbej aball 
wl?h -Si iS-ii?"^"'. 1*™ "> *~'*'^ ^""^ ^ reqalaltlaoa of Omgraaa. 
Zh^^^lt^S^^S' ■*'''* ^'F *«»f» »!»• tbe recHpC of a tax bill. Brat 

t^ tte SZ Cb. ^^ '^ ^^ *"•• **•* OaMtta, FMi. If. ITW. 

la wen itMwa, that tba aama . . aombcr of dollara win sow pwcbaaa twlca m 
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burdens of the debtor — disguised this fact so fully 
that it increased their indebtedness and only made 
the crash the harder when finally the hour of reckon- 
ing came* To remedy the scarcity of hard money 
which was felt at the beginning of the war and most 
acutely at and after its close, the legislature passed, 
July 3d, 1782, what is known as the Tender Act,^ 
which made cattle and other kinds of property legal 
tender in the discharge of debts. The effect of this 
was twofold : it marked the beginning of a deepen- 
ing hatred between those who had and those who 
had not, and it postponed the suits for judgment 
against debtors, thus increasing the total indebted- 
ness.** The act expired in the year following.** 

The anger of the people was first turned toward 
the officers who had accepted half pay for life.*' 
After measures had been adopted which involved the 
appreciation of the various issues of depreciated 
paper currency, the debtor classes raised a great 



much tabor •■ It wonld !»▼• done Id 178t, or 1782." Am. Herald. Febw S. 
1787. **Botb arrcbiint roods nod coantrj prodace now fetcbct doabto la bard 
monej wbat tbey did before tbe war . . .** Maaa. 8p7, Jan. 18, 1781. **Tbt 
peopla onlTersallx. bara had their sttvatloo altered, for tba worae, wIthiB foor 
jears paat: mooej baa been Tcrj plenty, and credit profnaa. tbcy cootractad 
debta which thtj m readered unable to paj wltboot dlstreaa. bccanaa their 
property doea not pnrcbase half ao moch money aa the aame quantity did when 
the d^t waa contracted." Masa. Gazette. Oct. 24, 1786. "The raga for priTatcar- 
lac and trafllc. by which aome bad suddenly irrown rich, had Induced othcra 
. . (to acll] the patrimonial Inheritance for trifling cooMderatlona. la order to 
raise ready specie for ailTentore In aome apeculatlra project." Warren: HIat. 
of the Am. Ri^rolutlon. 111:343. Sc« alao Boston Magaslne, Dec 1785; Ceatlael, 
Feb. 22. 1788. 
<42) MlBOt: p. 14. 

(43) Ibid, pp. 14-18. 

(44) Ibid, p. 4. AtUcka upoo tha act ara la the Maaa. Spy, Jan. 11, 1781; 
BosloB Gasette. May 17, 1784. To qalet part of tba srleraaces of tba paopta 
a aew Tender Act, waa paaaed with a itreat deal of effort, only after tha Senate 
at first had refuaed to concur. See Mlnot: p. S8; and T. Dalton t»— » Nor. 
e. 1788. Eases Inst. Hist. OoU. XXV :18. The act bad the natural result 
of raising Interest ratea above tha legal Umlt. Ceatlael. May 20. 1788. Tha 
aext year aa attempt waa made to leacthea the time of tha act. which waa aot 
aaceeaafuL Cfaitlael. Not. 7, 14, 1787. See also Ibid, Oct. 17, 1787. It as- 
pired March 12. 1788. (Onttael. of aama date). Hie same moath another 
Tala attempt waa made to paaa a Teader Law. Ibid, March 20» 20, 1788. 

(45) Ind. Ch.. March 14th. 1782. In Oonnectlcut tba feeling waa area 
stnmm^r. Col. Humphrey to Knos. IlaHford. Cona., Sept. 25. 1788. Kaos M88. 
XIX :18: "There seema to ha aoma faTorabla alteration la tha aeatlmant af 
tha people: nothing need be a atronger proof of thla, than tba appointment of 
Major Todd to a aeat la tha Aasembly, by a towa, f>om which tbraa yaara 
age. ha waa obliged, literally to fly for his Ufa on aecouat of commutatSoa." 
See tha Maaa. Gazette, Jaa. 9, 1788, for tha chaaged atUtnde la Maaaachuaatta. 
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outcry. They became inflamed against the creditor 
classes and the holders of securities.^ One result 
of these commotions in the public mind was to start 
into renewed activity the system of county conven- 
tions.^^ These conventions had been an efficient aid 
to government and a useful method of giving voice 
to public opinion during the period when there was 
no constitution, but now they were used to foment 
sedition and even rebellion.^ They often seemed to 
precede some outrage upon the lawful and consti- 
tuted authorities of the state. Their method and 
their ostensible purpose was to formulate a list of 
grievances which they wished redressed by the legis- 
latures. The burden of their complaints show con- 
clusively to what extremes unchecked and unr^^- 
lated democracy can go. Taking as a fair example 

(46) S«1«B Ou«tt». April tl, 1784: Am. Herald, Ifaj It. ITS. It* Haap- 
9btr* Iln-aM had a w^es of artlrln bj *'Pnbllck Faith," vho aaaosMd thia 
dishnocat attltvde. which were quoted wldelr eren In tha Canting Febw 8. 11^ 
March 1. 1787. "A Friend to the Gommnnlty** answera In Ibid. March 4. B, 1188L 
8ee alao "Jorkfy. jvn." In IMd. Feb. 11. 1788. A Ttolent attack la In tha 
Ccntlnel. Feb. 18. 1788: "Nor would tha pleca [PnUIck Faith] . . ha^ 
occaitloiied mch 'HIDEOrS ROARINGS.' had It not contained nach Maaanlivr 
pronrii.* of fectftode. aa to make thone who have amaaaed an Immcnaa board aif 
Pablick Secnrtttea for a mere aonis. TREMBLB for their cheap-bonicht wealth." 

Time* were nndcnlably hard and taxea heavy, nera waa a jnreat deal n( 
diacootent, BMmcy waa Tery scarce, ao mnch ao^ that hardly **a dollar la 
coQected at Oommonlon.** William Pynchon*a I>tary, p. 2S1. See alaa 
p. 238. The atate gorcmment waa llkewlae aOBIcted. See letter of Bowdaln In 
Gen. Rhephard. Jan. 21. 1787. Maaa. Hiat. Soe. Coll. 7th Str. 6:128-180. In 
September. 1784. the eotatea of no leaa than acTen of the tax collectora In 
Hampshire coonty were for aale. and further aceounta of the dlatreaa mention 
the bad cropa for the laat three or fonr yeara. Salem Gasette. Sept. 14. 1784. 
The manner of raiMnK tbe tax waa rery Inequitable, the polla carryhiir ao larica 
a part of the burden. Aa the Am. Herald— Feb. 28. 1787— aald: "human natnra 
rerolta at the Idea of a alxth part of a year'a eamlnm belnir wrcated fkoai 
the wretched Indlrldnal for the rake af thia political protection:— and ycC thIa 
poll tax...ha« been nearly If not quite equal to thIa enermona burthen." An 
lllvmlnatlnir letter la In tha Rampahire Gasette. March 12, 1T84: **wlthln Ivn 
yeara and many antecedent. . .tha airricnlture Interest waa at tha aaercy n( tha 
Tradera. DroTcrs...paymenta were not made In money; but In tmmpaty (thlnga]... 
BMMiey to pay our taxea could not be obtained: and tha prica of tha propartF 
turned out to the threata of tha collector waa entirely under bla controal...'* 

The exactlona of the lawyera were truly unbearable. Sea tha atrlcturaa vpaa 
the cnatoma of the Uw at that period In Paraona: Paraona, p. ISt. Bvcn tha 
toyal town of Newton In Ita Instmctlona to Ita leidalatira reprcaentatlTa. rcpro- 
balca In the atronxeat terms the Inlqultoua practicea of tha Uw. rttlns aa rrtar- 
ancea **delaya. frequent appeala, protraction of Judgment, loaa af time and tmT«l 
te attendance, and Intolerable expenae...ao that... It la better to loaa fa casa 
of ten]... than to aeek a recovery at law." Smith: Hlat. of Newton, pp. 888-T. 

The lettera of tha Marqniae of Bocklnrham to Sir John THnpla portray In 
SMubra cnlora the hopeleaa condition of American trade from an EncUah ataad- 
pojat. Maa^ Hist Soc. Proc. 1888-T. p|». Tl-». 

(47) Hist. Msr. IV. 2nd ser., p. 2ST. 

(48) 8c 
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the grievances and resolutions of the Hatfield Con- 
vention,^ it becomes clear, that the people desired 
not a republican government, but a democratic one, 
as is evidenced by their proposal to do away with 
the Senate, to make the officers of government de- 
pendent on the legislature through annual appro- 
priations for their salaries, and to make all the 
civil officers of government dependent on the rep- 
resentatives of the people through annual election 
by the legislature. They also demanded an imme- 
diate revision, of the constitution, in order to remedy 
permanently the many grievances of which they 
complained. In other lines they wished a Tender 
law, a bank of paper money subject to a regular de- 
preciation and the removal of the legislature from 
the contaminating influence of Boston. They wished 
to abolish the courts of Common Pleas and General 
Sessions of the Peace, and to reform in a drastic 
way the Fee Table and the methods of practice of 
the lawyers. They put forth various schemes for 
the amelioration of taxation.^ The utterances of 
the Hatfield Convention^ are typical; they disclose 
fully both the destructive and constructive aims of 
the malcontents. Of course the men of wealth and 
position regarded this whole commotion as a wicked 



{49) Aur. 2Snd to 29th. 1788. MlB«t, p. 88. This It Che most f Ammit of the 
coBTentloBt of thli ported, which met for tho porpooo of rcdrMoliif ffrtoraBCCO 
with molotlono— or with eloho and amiL 

(SO) There wi^re twentj ortldct voted, rtor an eztcndcd accooBt oee Ifloot, 
Pl>. 88-6. The Leicester eouMtj coDTentloB of 87 delegateo— the Betfleld hod 
flftj towBt n^revented from Homiwhlro Coontr— held Max 15th, 1788. (ad- 
joomed to the last Taemlar la Septemher) preoented eight chief ffrtOTaacea: 
1. Doldlag of the lefldatoro la Bootoo. S. Want of a ctrcolatlnff medlam. 
8. Eztortloo of the foe>taMe. 4. Ooort of Commoo Pleaa. ft. The approprlatteo 
of the Impoat aod ezclee dotlei to tho pajment of the Interest of the atate deht 
(L e. repadlatlon.) 6. The granta made hj the leglalataro **to tho Attomej 
Oencral it others.** 7. Too maar oOce-holdera and too large aalarles. 8. "Tho 
Bute funlshlBg OMDej to Coofrtas while ov aceoont with CoBfrcaa remalas 
OBsettled.** 

<S1) By ad^mneat this coBTeatloo met oo Jmwuxj Sad, 1787, hot so oftca 
had these coBTeatlooa heeo followed h7 armed moha and since mattera had pro- 
ceeded so fsr that they were onlj to ho settled hj arma. the conTentloa accoB»- 
pushed aothlBff. la the Centlnel for Jaa. 20th. 1787, which poUlshea Ita addreas 
there. Is also a mock foaerat proctsiloa rldlcollBg Its memhsra. alma, and fallvra. 
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ThB attltodt of the ■jnapathlaen witb th« oppn^ied naleoatcBtt U oot- 
llDcd hj s writer In the Man. OasMte« Oct. 20. 1788~-rrom the (October) Wokm- 
ter Marulne— In anxwer to ■ writer In the Anrniit 22d. 2Sth tasoea: *'Whctt w« 
had other Rnler*. commltteea and conrentlona of the peoplo were tawfnl . . 
Has he formt hnr lately this commonwealth has shaken off Its oppressors sbA 
will the Tlrtnons xeomaniy who disdained to atoop to forelm tTranta, noir 
how . . to Internal despots. Let snch . . remember tho fate of their pre- 
decessors snd tremble . . the first petition from Oonrress was treated la the 
ssme msnner bj them that the peUHon from the OonTention in the county of 
Bristol waa by the Ute General Court... It la certainly time there was • 
chance.** It waa maddenteir to the poverty stricken people to nee "more mamtf 
larlshed by one stavle gnnt of the General Conrt on (James SnlltTsn, the at- 
torney-general] . . who has rendered himself generally dlsajereeeble to the 
people, than can he obtained by a Ufe of Indostriono labour... ** Ftonrth 
demand la the petltton of the Worcester Oonnty Ooorentloo of October, ITSfiL 
Pabttshed la the Mass. Gaaette. Oct. IT. 1788. 
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attempt to seize property and to level all distino-'' | 
tions." This latter charge, which is made again / 
and again, is interesting." It shows that society, | 
having been greatly weakened in its npper strata, \ 
had lost its equilibrium and was undergoing a violent 
agitation. The social rigidity, which had developed 
earlier was broken down. Different elements were 
struggling upward. The representatives of the new 
aristocracy, conscious that their position was not 
yet assured and that the people were moved to be 
a law unto themselves, felt most bitterly in regard 
to the common mass of people who were not disposed y 

(52) T. Sedgwick to King. Boston, lone 18. 1787: "A war Is new actnany 
leried on tho Tlrtoe. property and dlstlnctlona In the Obrnmnalty...** King: 
King. 1:224. The moTcment toward lerelUng sprsng from Bevolntlonary tlmte. 
J. SolllTsn to J. Adama. March 9, 1770. Amory: SnlllTan. 1:77. It waa be- 
wailed "that a spirit of dress snd show... at present sets ont the shop-boy la 
snrh a style, thst it Is hsnlly possible to dlstlniniiah between him and the 8nt 
merchant In the city.'* Contlii««tsl Journal. July 7. 178S. And aagnikh waa 
caused **ln one of our polite circles. .. [becsuae] It ts Impossible to dIsttaiguSA 
by their dress a lady worth £100 from one worth £10.000.** Am. Herald. 
June IS. 178S. 

(53) Rnos to Washtegtoa, New York. Oct. 28, 1788: **they fthe lasargcata] 
feel at once their own porerty compared with the opulent, and thdr own tteee. 
and they are determined to make uae of the latter la order to rsiacdy the 
former.'* Drake: Knox. p. 81. 8. Hlgglnaoo to N. Dane, flbatoB, March 8, 
1787: "the people . . have too high a taste for luxury and dlsslpatloa. ta alt 
dowa contented In their proper line, when they see others possessed of andi 
more property thsn themnelTcs. with these feelings and aenttmcnta. they wrfll 
Bot be quiet while such distinctions exist aa to rank snd property; and scnsfhle 
of their own force they will not rent es^ till they possess the reins of 
Ooremment. snd hsTe dWIded property with their betters, or they tfiall be 
compelled by force to submit to their proper ststloaa sad mode of llTlag.** 
Am. Hist. Assa. Rep. I (1806) 754. Ktag to Kllhsm. N. T.. Oct. 28. 1788. 
King: King, 11:612: The "lesdcrs** of the Insurgents **publlcly stow . . that all 
America . . was acquired by the people [*s] . . jolat exertions; that all 
men being by nsture equsl. the Property ought to he eqasUy dlrided sbm 
[them] . . snd (therefore] . . sU debts contracted before fthe Berolatloa] 
are annihilated and any attempts to enforce their payment are . 
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to grant them homage or obedience. Shays' Be- 
hellion was the result of the poisoning and blighting, 
by hardships, of this strong democratic movement. 
This outbreak marks the height of the democratic 
tide in western Massachusetts.^ 

Although it only lasted from 1786 to 1787" con- 
ditions had been ripening since the pre-revolution- 
ary days."' The stoppage of the courts by mobs in 
1774, and the blow tiiereby rendered to authority 
and law was such as to bring these essentials to civ- 
ilized government into great contempt.^^ It is a 
remarkable tribute to the instinctive conservatism 
and the admirable steadiness of diaracter in the 
transplanted Englishman, that Massachusetts, with- 
out a settled constitution, and depending solely on 
temporary regulations and the good behaviour of 
her citizens, had been able to provide for public 
order and private right, while engaged in a pro- 
longed and almost desperate war.^ To a degree 



(M) Appendix B. 

(66) IbUL 

(SO) With the orertbrow of the conaerratlTM and of British asttaorltj, 
eoorts and soTcrnment, the people, eepcclallj In the wettcn bsif of IfaaiA- 
chuaetta. had been a law onto themaelres. When finally, the Oooatltntkm of 
1780 went Into effect, the peoplo were more or leea dlspoaed to float antborlty. 
Wella: Adams. 111:150100. 102; Ind. Ch.. May 28. Aof. 29, ITSZTBlnrj of 
Wm. Pynchon, p. 127. The towns asssmed an Independent air toward the stato 
goremncnt. 8co Dalton'a Tote of *'Nol1ifleatlon** la 1786. BoIUad: Hiat. of 
Western Mass.. 11:481. Likewise Daltoa'a act of **8ecessloo," Dec. 27th. 1787. 
lUd, U:481-2. The Salem Ohaette for May 2. 1782, has the resolntloa of a Oooaty 
OoQTentlon of 20 towns at Worcester. April 9th. 1782. In Ibid, for Jnly 4, 
1782. Is the action of the Salem town meetlnf alone almllar Unea. 

(07) Coshlnv: Oolnmbla Stvdles^ Til: Mo. 1; pp. 8840. 

(68) Amid all thia oppoaltlon to foremment and treason then wcro remarkably 
few lawless proceedlncs. Gen. Shepherd of Westfleld had hia horse treated 
Infamonaly to be anre and when his bam was bnnit the Insurgents were accoaed 
of perpetrating that ontrage. The worst bit of plundering waa done by the 
goremment troope In Pvlham. The rebela themselves treated their nprlalBf 
la the lightest manner. M. North to Knoz, Springfield, reb. 10, 1787. Kaox 
M88. XVIII:1S8: "I saw about forty of those fellows, who bad Jnst beon Ukea 
it were marching nnder guard to PIttsfleld, they looked, ft spoke Tory lapn- 
deatly to erery one, who they supposed was on the other side, they halted a 
moment ft when the line of march waa again Ukea up, they went off skipping 
ft Jumping . . .'* And they knew that they bad been oOclally declared r«beia 
If the reluctant legislature. Jackson to Knoz, Boston, Feb. i, 1787. Knox 
M88. XIX:1S2: The rebels *'haTa no Idea of fighting, unless they ara pnahed 
to It— their only cry Is mercy, mercy — they are much afraid of the Mllltaiyf b«t 
expect to be fully heard ft their petttloBS granted by the Oencral OMrt." 
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Shays' Rebellion itself exemplifies this trait of the 
people." 



<») Kotwtttotsiidlaff the oalclt coltaiiM of Uie^.BMT« 
fTMt deal of aUm csdted. PanoM, 8. H. to Ki 
Not. «. ITSa. Knox MS8. XIX :15: "I aoi latonncd 
coQMqaeaea aC tha Latter (a< Shajs] ft kava ac4erfcd] tba . . ansa it mllltaiy 
Storca . . to be dellTttad to tha iBaorfCBts (wbo are] 4ai|j practlelac to 
nUltary maBcoTraa ft . . [are] paid to to Caak aatih Day . . If ttoa to tna . . 
the If* la kindled froai Caaeea wa are not tolly taformed of— Tha laao has 
caocfat to yermoot . . .** Knox to ParaoM, New York. K«r. Ul 1788. Book 
MSS. XIX :21: "Lord Dorrhestrr hat anlTcd to Canada. We oinat nanvirlj at- 
tend hla moUvea. If ha ehaO totrtgna with Termont, or tha toaarffento or 
both. It to |»rol>alde that vaat erento are to tha Moment of their Mrth.** A 
year after the RebelUen wna cmahed, Knos wrttea to OoL Catrtogton, Fab^ 14, 
17SS. Knox MSS. XXI:14S: **yet 8/lOtba of them (antlfedcrattata] wen paper 
mooey and tender Itfw pcopto and Inanrgento who ara aider tha iaBntaf of 
people hoplnff for a rcanlen wtth Great Britain.** Tha beUef that tha 'TtotoiP* 
were aeciTe to thia aprtatog waa wldeapread. Sea Ktog'a commonlcatln to 
the Masuchoaetto lefflalatnra, qnoted to tha Am. Herald, (MC 16^ 1788. Ottar 
aaeertlona af thla faet ara to ba foond to Ibid; Oct. 80l 1188; Ifaaa. Oaaatft^ 
Nor. t, 14, Dt, M, 1788. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



THE ADOPTION OF THE FEDERAL CONSTITUTION IN 
MASSACHUSETTS. 

Massachnsetts, the rival of Virginia and the leader 
of the New England group, was exceedingly jealous 
of her rights and virtual independence. In addition 
to the general desire for a strong government, unsel- 
fish and otherwise, prevalent among the wise and 
farseeingy two events contributed to a sharp lesson 
of humiliation through danger and adversity. One 
was the sorrowful result to the remnant of her com- 
merce in the attempt to tax heavily British vessels.^ 
This disaster was not forgotten by the chastened 
and humbled merchants, and the memory of it bore 
later much good fruit. The other was that wide- 
spread and threatening movement known as Shays' 
B^bellion which fully opened the eyes of all true 
p atrio ts to their country's danger.* ^ 

Heretofore the demands of those who desired that 
more power should be conferred upon Congress had 

(1) Klof: Klnir. I:14-IS. foot BotM. Aim 8. Shaw to Knox. Boston, Avff. 
K 179S: *'Oiir naTlratlcm set took place on tho first limtaDt. British bottoms 
hav^ slDcc Mifhtl In hollant. carrylnir away money which they coold not bo 
allowed to Kxrhanire for flAh ami lumlM*r . . If Congrens had powers; now 
would be the time for them to show their wisdom In a Tlporoos exercise of 
them..*' Kaox Mss. XVIllMtT. See slso Centlnel. June 2. 0. 1790; Dec. II. 11M. 

(2) S. nn>rk tu Knox, Itontoo. July 14, 1787. Knox M8S. XX:1.11: **The 
danger to which this Commonwealth has been exposed & the Tlllanona conduct 
of the State of Rlioile Island will shew the necewlty of parting with a rrcatsr 
Share of the PrlTller«*s to secure the remslnder than we hare been wlUing 
to do at any former Period^'* North to Knox. Boston, Oct. 20. 1780. Knos 
MSS. XIX MO: "Tlie peoph* here. Kroell a rat. that the Troops about to be 
raised are more for the Insurirents than the Indlsns. howcrer this makes no 
odds, erery body seems to wUh a stnana QoTemment . . ." Wadswortb to 
Kniix. IIartf«inl. S«>|>t. 2n, 17K7. Knox MSS. XXI:1.1: "there is a stronf party 
formlnjr ajratnst the Omn-ntton and much reason to fear the new ^rernment will 
not leo down— If the Maasachuxetts rebellion had contlnned we mlffht hsTO^*" 
**lii InTeslliratlnir the eanitfs which fave life to the happy form of |N>TcmmeBt 
whieh we shall tre 1ooir be nnder, the Illstorlsn w-lll not forget the ers of 
the late tn<«nrr«>ctlons la this CoroiiMmwealth. The Insurrections and the speedy 
^nelllnc of them, muat be considered as the causes of brinrlns la existcsco, at 
a much carllfT period than would otherwise bave been (the Federal] coren- 
menl . . .*• Centlnel. July 12, 1788. *Tapt. Panlel Shaya who A few ycnrt 
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been like voices crying in the wilderness.* Bat it 
Teas this outbreak, which not only convinced men, 
but gave the great opportunity to those who bad 
been earnestly longing for an adequate government.^ 
The part}' of Bowdoin comprised all those who were '\ 
opposed to the "excess of democracy," which was A 
rendering the Federal as well as the Massachusetts jl 
government incapable of commanding the respect 1/ 
and obedience of its citizens. 



nlore cnmiiiaii4l«<d I he boAf of Insorrmts which nhonk this OmmmawmUIi to 
Iti c»atw and trhwue procr^HllnFt bad tsrrmt effect In prodoclait mat VatlMal 
OoTvrameKt to now cooOimhI In prlMw at W«rc«^tcr. for debt.** Ccattaal, 
June 2A. I7I«3. Knox <wrltl-*< to S. lllirplnMm. Feb. 2S. 17R7. Knos MM. 
XIX:I7!» prmrnta another M«1e to the eonclvatoiui which will be draws ftwi 
Shajra* Reltellkin: **Tbe Kfronirest arimroents poaslble mar be drawn tnm toa 
events which hare bai>p«'n<<il In that state . . to effect a atronc rcBcral leovft^ 
ment. Knt the rrbcllhHi iian not had. and pmbablr will not hare, thc^ effect, that 
one. ..W(«ld sapposc — Altbonvh all the state*, posses the fear of dlaaolnttaa. 
which are hourlT sminelnr np. .and In aome Btates are ncarlj ripe... 
manjr people siteak of the disorder of MaMacbosetts as prodnced bj local 
caa»o«..( which] win prercnt tlioae measures nec«»ssar7 to tbo eatabMsbwent 
of t|N»Teinment] . . .** Yet he writes to Washlnirtoa three mantbe eofllar. 
Pec. SI. ITJM: "The commotions of Massachusetts hsTe wronirht predlfflona 
chances In the minds of mm In that State res|iectlne the I\>wcrs eC Q wntn i ntM 
eT«^ Um\y ssjs they must Ite strenethened and that unless this be effected, 
three 1% no securltr for llltcrtT or propertr.** The most Intereetinc contrlbnttM to 
the effects of Rha.T«* RebelUoa was the speech of Jonathan ffmltb of Lanee- 
boroiiirh. Berkshire Count jr. la the Mas«achnsetta OonTentbrn. And bla basfwlcdfe 
of the dan«rfrons ami anarchical conditions which existed to tbooe tnrbnleat 
times was at first hsnd. since Rerk«hlre coontj felt the erll effects amitlm 
after opm dlsaffectlen had been stamped ont In the other eemitleo. His 
speech— fnc he was a farmiY and therefore not open to the sosplclon of artstoe- 
racy— coald not but bare had a Terj cooTlnHng effect on hie **bn»tb«r pkHUtb> 
)orrera.'* as be called them. Debates . . to the Conrentlon . . of Maaa., pw 901. 
The followlnK Is from a speech made In the General Ooort. Jnae It. 1787: 
••We hsre l«'tt*Ts frt»ra sereral rentlemen of character, a petition frooi a i 
of Inhabltsnta . . (which] testlfjr fto) their dan«er: and that tbcr ai« ( 

to qolc their habitations, and repair within the ruarda of safetj dwiu. 

nirbt. ralntlnc theroselTea like saTares. thej fthe Insurrents] now take to 
the wooiK are ccmtlnuallr flrlnir upon the marda. and peaceable cHlasBa.** 
Mass. Gaxette. June 15. 1787. This la In Berkahtre county. 

1.1) S^Iem Gaxettr. Feb. 20. 178S. The failure of Massachnaetttf* efftart to 
cnoMYve her small trade had been nullified br the openlnic of the Ouwectlevt 
seaports to Dritlsh tra«le. Tbla Increased the feeble demand for more federal 
power. Am. lltFTsld. Feb. ». April 2R. ITM; Centlnel. Aprtl 90. ITSSw In tha 
liKb^pt'mb'nt Ohroolcle of Marrh 30th. quoted In the Salem Gaxette of June 7tb. 
178.\. there Is an Interest Inr anticipation of Gorernor Bowdoln*a famona addre« 
to the legislature on Max Sl«t of this same year: *«As to this state. If the 
prlrate affairs of the members of the General Aasembly now attttair wlU 
not admit of a lonjrrr session, the Court mirbt appoint and empower a comalttee 
to address Conrresa. and the rt>st of the States, on the subject of oor coouMB 
necessities, and to consult en some measures of national benefit.** 

(41 See three letters of Iflirrlnson to Knox. Boston. Not. 19, 2S. 178fi: laa. 
90. 1787. which Illustrate clearly bla conTlctloo that **The present moawt to 
▼ery faroralile to the formlnr further and nece^isary arranrementa. for Increnstaff 
the dimlty A enenty of Goeemment . . ." Am. Hist. Asan. Re^ I (1806) T41* 
See alj« Knox to Washington. N. T.. Dec. 91, 1788. Ibid. p. 96: WaahtactaB 
to Lafayette. March 25. 1787. Sparks: Wrttlnrs of WaahlnirteB. IX:941.97 la 
the aamm«T of 1.57 there was stolen from B. BIrrinson and printed a letter, 
which made a trememloua commotion. It waa evidently writtea to Oeoenl 
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It was this conservative minority* which worked 
imceasingly to carry the adoption of the constitution 
in Massachusetts,* that state, whose intrinsic import- 
ance and weight was second to none and only 
equalled by Virginia, and on whose action probably 
depended the fate of the United States.^ So far as 
numbers went, the hostile elements were more num- 
erous. These comprised Hancock and some of his 
party, whose great objection, it was charged, arose 
from the conviction that their honors and dignity 
would be materially lessened by the adoption.* 

Unedla li Jannary white the tetter wu od bte rapcdlttoa to toMoc Bhuj*. It 
coBtalDed MTtflta amblswmt trrma which crMcatly ttttt to hte and hte frtcaM* 
desire for a atrong ffOTcmmcnt: **rroni our teat adTlcea I hare wAa bopa ftm 
nay get Sbaya In jour power, thte would iaiah tho VnaiBoaa to ovr wlthw Wo 
ara haro. pr«|iarli« for mattara noro HARD TO MANAQB and MOBB DAN* 
GEROU8 than Shaya and hia party. Bot If jo« can giro a doctelvo ttreka to 
tte tetter. ... we can mora aaaily obtain the former. We are not here arach 
ten nctlvo In porsntng the GREAT OBJECT than yon are...*' Centlnel, 
Aof. 1. 1787, from the Independent Chronicle. See ateo Centlnel, Ang. 4, S, 
11. 15, 18. 22: Sept. 1: Mate. Gaaette. Ang. 10. 1787; ateo Ibid. Dec. 1. 1788. 

(5) There were eren tboae who were for a oaonarchy. Knox to Waihlngtoa. 
Hew York. Jan. 14. 1788. Drake: Memorial of the Cincinnati, pp. 180-2; N. 
Dane to Knox, Bererly. Dec 27. 1787. Eaws Inat. Hlat. OoB. XXXV :8»: 
Cd. B. Tapper to Koos. Aprfl 1787. Knox M88. XX:67: "Perhapa your Honor 
may remember that on my return from the Obte I declared In faronr of 
Majeaty for which your Honor g are mo a gentle check . . I cannot give np tho 
Idea that Mooardiy In oar preaent altnatlon It become abaolutely neccaaary to 
■aTC the Statea from alnklng Into the teweat ahblaa of Mteery. I have dellTcred 
my aentlmenta In all eompanica at thte term, without reaerre. and waa. asA 
am exceedingly pleaaed to And auch a reapectable number of my aentlmenta. 
I am clearly of Opinten If mattcra were properly arranged It would bo eaally 
and aoon effected. The Old aoclely of Cincinnati muat ooce more eonanlt asA 
effect tho Sateatlon of a dtetraeted Country. While I remain In the Ooontiy 
(until removing to Ohio] I ahall bo a atrong adrocato for what I have ang- 
eated . ." 

(•l The whote management of the Conatltutlon In the Conrentlon waa com- 
mitted Into the handa of a aecret caucua of tho leading federalteta. T. Dalton 

to C0Mtoo], Feb. 8. 1788. Kaaex. Inat. Hlat. Coll. XXXV:87-8. Same 

to M. lloilge. ir^tcn]. Jan. 30. 1788: **A11 thla [that both Hancock and 
Adama will rapport the Cooatltntlon] la ecarcely known out of our caucua. 
wherein we work aa hard aa In Cunrentlon.'* Same to B. Hooper. (Boetoo]. 
Ian. 31, 1788: **Juat retomed from Caucua ... Wo ara not Idla hr Might 
or Day . . IMd. pw M. -» -^ 

(7) B. Canington to Knox. Richmond. Va.. March 13. 1787. Knox 1I8& 
XXI:167: "The declalon of Maaaachuaetta la perhapa the moat Important orent 
that CTcr took place In America, aa upon her In all probability depended tho 
fate of the Coo«tltutto»— had abe rejected 1 am aure there would not hmw 
bacB tho moat remote chaace for Ite adoption In Virginia . . .** Wadaworth 
to Knox. Hartford, Sept. 23. 1787, Ibid. XXXIzlS: "but If liaaaachuaetto 
adopt It I ahaU atltt hope for the adoption here fin Connecticut] . . .*» Be* 
alio Drake: Life of Knox. p. 190; Debatea . . In tho CouTentlon . . of liaaa., 
n. 410; J. I^ugdon to Waahlngton. rortamooth, N. H.. Feb. 28. 1788u Sparks: 

Oorreapondence of the Rerolutlon, iy:211; Knox to . New York (7). Jaa. 

8. 1788. Knox MSS. XX1:123: "ererythlng dependa on Maeaachuaetta ahouid 
ftho act the bright oxampte ....'• 

(8) Amocy to hte Ufa of SuBItub. 1:224, trlet to dtopioro thte i 
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Samuel Adams' opposition was a matter of prin- 
ciple.* There can be no doubt that he honestly be- 
lieved the liberties of the people and democracy 
itself were 1)ottomed on the sovereignty of the states^ 
and he clearly perceived that the Constitution was 
national rather than federal in many respects.'* 
Another important antagonist was Elbridge Gerry, 
one of the del^ates to the Philadelphia Convention, 
who, after participating in the debates and making 
useful suggestions, had found that his conscience 
would not permit him to sign an instrument, which 
was, to him, dangerous in its tendencies and sub- 
versive of free government.** 

To these respectable opponents must be added 
factions whose opposition was based on either small 
or personal reasons. In Maine one part of the anti- 
federalists represented the so-called ''Kennebec 
Squatters,** who feared that somehow Federal Gov- 
ernment would aid in dispossessing them of their 



(9) Not oolf was tb« wriffht of Sftimid Adams' taflocBco throwa at tfil 
acaliwt the adoptloB of ths OoostltutloD la Massachosotta. bat b« sppssaa tm 



calliDis of a coaTcattoa la 178S. B. AtUaaa to Gcrrjr. Sept. 19, 1789: **A i 
RcTUloa of th« Ooafnleratloa appears to mo to be a daa ftr oa s Mcasara fa 
bo adopted at tbls Time." Gerry replies to Adassa, 8opC 90. 1785: "I aB 
bapp7 to Had tbat wo aalto la Seatlmeat . . la oppoatag a coaeral Borlaloa of 
tbo Oonfcderatloa.** Botb, bowerer, were coBTlaccd tbat It was acetosaxy to li> 
Test OoBsms witb sadlcleat power for resalatioK foretga comsMfto. Adams 
taalsted tbat **tbls Fowcr (mast be] properly gwarded'* aad Oerry was dttenatasd 
to make tbU power merely ''temporary.** 8. Adaais M8S., N. T. Pobilc Ubraiy. 

(10) 8. Adams to R. H. Lac. Dec. 1. 1787: **l coafcss wbea (ward nioKlbto] 
BoUdlBC, I stamblo at tba TbreaboM. I meet wttb a Katloaal OoreraB«l 
Instead of a federal Union of Sovereign Statea.'* 8. Adams US8.. N. T. 
Pabllc Ubrary. C. Gore to Klat, Dec. 2S, 1787. Ktag: Klag. 1:908; Saaa 
to aame, Dec. 90. 1787: **8. Adams U oat fall airalaat It (OoaaUtatloa]. Tbm% 
is er'ry reatoa to coadado blm tbe aatbor of BelTldlaa Priscaa . . .** IbML 
pp. 280-7; see M. Oocbam to Kaox. Jaa. 8. 178& Esses last. Hist. OoIL XZXV:88. 
Aa extract of a letter from Cambrldfa may tbrow soma llgbt. **Mr. A 
bad beea Tcry macb apon tbe rcserre aa to bis scatlaMaU aps« tbe asw plaa, 
till tbe cbolce of deleratcs for coaTeatloa was amde; aad slaca tbat time baa 
dipped bis pea la Toaom aad gaU agalast tbo coasUtatkm . . bo (bsa] . . 
caeoarag(ed]..tbe reyabUaatloa of RIcbard H. Leo's backaled trampery, la 
a pampblet, cIreaUted la Osaaactleat, aad Utely broagbt bora . . . ** Mass. 
Oaxette. Jan. 1. 1788. K. Qorbam to Kaox. Cbarleatowa. Feb. 18. 1787. Kass 
MSS. XIX:179: "Mr. Adama Is fan of doabts and dlflkmltlea k, ftadlag tbat 
be caaaot obatract tbe report generally wlabco to limit tbo OommlsskM la 
sacb maaacr aa I tblak wlU exceedlagly lalaro tbo baalacso . . ** Tbls was tbs 
report of tbe Aaaapolla CooTeatloB bofbre tbo Uassacbasetto Qaasral Osart la 
parsaaaco of a motloa by Gerry. Klag: Klag, 1:900. 

(Ill Gerry to tbo Soaato aad Uoass of RcprcscatatlTcs of 
Now York, Oct. 18. 1787. Aastia: Oeny. II:d8^ 
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illegal land holdings.^ Another portion was com* 
posed of those who were desirous of a separation 
from Massachusetts and who believed that their de- 
sign would be hindered if not frustrated by the adop- 
tion of the Constitution.^ 

In Massachusetts proper the great bulk of anti- 
federalism was denounced by conservatives as 
Shays' party." Wliile in the Convention itself there 
were not a few of those who had participated in 
the armed uprising, this term of reproach covered 
all the various phases of radicalism and democracy 
which flourished during this period. As we have 
^ seen, what is termed Shays' Rebellion does not mere- 
ly include lawless and armed attacks on the courts, 
which, arising first from anger and sense of injury, 
were afterwards necessary to prevent indictments by 
higher courts, but was the result of a large undirect- 
ed movement of democracy, which aimed at leveling 
of distinctions in society, and also threatened sta- 
bility of property under guise of the Tender Acts 
and paper money." The leaders of this party in 
the Convention were without any special talent 
and, what was prized most highly in those days, re- 
spectability. They were men, most of whom were ob- 
scure then, and all of whom are absolutely forgotten 
now.^^ In this Convention the ability of the state 

(12 MaH Gaiette. Feb. 19. 1788. Extract of a letter frmn Portland: aee 
alto Madleon to Waablnctoo. New York, Feb. 8. 1788. Sparka: OorreapoodeoM 
of the ReToliitlon, 1V:207. 

(13) 1M4. alio C. Gore to Kiac. Boaton. Jan. 8. 1788. King: Klaf. 1:818. 

(14) .Centlael, Jan. 2. 1788, from the Conn. Gooraat. Knox*a well knows 
letter' to Washlnirtoii on Oct. 23. 1786. la In Brooke: Knox, pp. 104-6; aee 
alto Paraona: Paraona, pp. C3^; Madleon to Washington, Jan. 20^ 1788. Ihid, 
p. 00; aame to aane, Feb. 8, 1788. Ibtd, pp. 02-8. 

(15) All attempta to Induce Maa«achnaetta to Sean* paper monej failed, al* 
tbonph tadlTtduala and towna danxwed for it. Maaa. Gaaette, Jnne 12, Jnly 
8. 1780: Continental Jonmal, Oct. 18. 1785; Centlnel. Sept. 21, 178S. from the 
Man. Spj. In 1780. the petition of the Bristol Conntr Oonrentlon for paper monej 
WM rejectiMl by the legislature 80 to 19. lllnot. p. 31. In the leglalatnra oC 
the next year, which waa anppoaed to be aerioosly Infected with tbe Tlewi 
of Shajriam. the propoeal waa eren more emphatically frowned upon. J. Q. 
Adams to J. Adams. Jane 80. 1787. Adama: Ufa In a N. E. Town, pp. 110-120, 
foot note. 

(10) Harding: Federal Oonatltvtkm In Masa.. pp. 08-0. giTea a brief biography 
of the leading antlfederallats tn the (Sonventlon. Gerry. Warren and Adama warn 
. either absent or largely allent In tba Convention. 



Digitized 



by Google 



45 

was enrolled almost exclusively on the side of the 
federalists.^^ 

The commercial elements especially were eagerly 
awaiting results of the labors of the Constitutional 
Convention.^' Judging the rest of the state by their 
interest and anticipations, these partial observers 
were convinced of tlie prompt and easy adoption of 
that instrument which it was deemed would bring 
prosperity to their undertakings.'* ''The people of 
Boston/' wrote Knox, ''are in raptures with it as 
it is, but would have liked it still better had it been 
higher-toned."^ The publication of the text of the 
Constitution in the Centinel on September 26th, was 
followed soon after by the first open attack against 
that document" by a person who preferred to remain 
unknown and to escape the "treatment. . .so liberally 
bestowed on Mr. Gerry. . .and other most respectable 



(17) TiM oTenrbelmtnc odds Id faror of the federalists so f sr as taltnts 
and **respcctsbl1it7** went arc strtkloflj brooKht oat la a letter fToia a menbsr 
of tbe CoDTentioB. quoted toy MadlMB to WashlnfftoB, Feb. t. 1788. Sparks: 
OorreKpoodfoce of tbe ReTolatlon, IV:2U7-8. B. Bldwell to D. Daggett. I^frlac- 
basB. Jane 10^ 1787: **Dtrbtors art gencrallj oo tbe otber aids; aDd tbis coss> 
prebends more tbaa bolf of tbe people. Persons guilty of crimes, or wbo wlilb 
to commit crimes: Rbodo Island Bralgrsnts. snd simost sU of tbo denoaalaatlsa 
of BaptUtt snd boys . . sncb bsTo prettj generslly engaged In tbe Insvrse* 
tka." Proc. Am. Antlq. Soc N. 8. IV (1885-T) S68. Also KnoK to Wa*ln«- 
ton. Kew Tork, Oct. 28. 1788. Brooks: Knox. pp. lM-5. 

(18) Knox to WsiOilngtoa. Kew York. Ang. 14, 1787. Sparks: Carre ■puadencn 
of tbe Rerolatton. IV:I78. 

(18 J. EtelllTon to King, Bostoot Sept. 28. 1787. King: King. 1:239: "Oar 
people expect so mncb bapplnets from tbe doings of tbs Convention tbat tbay 
stand ready to adopt anytblng ... It will meet wltb no opposition In this 
stste.** C. 0>re to King, Oct. 7. 1787. IMd. p. 201. Tbe leglsUtnre mads 
proTlalon for tbe calling of tbe state cooTentloB bj a Tote of 128 In a total 
of 161. ms majority wss made poulMe liy tbe ammdment tbat tbe delegates be 
psld by tbe stste treararer. not by tbe respectlTe towns. Jsckson to Knoc. 
B4Mton. Oct. 21. 17R7. Knox USS. XXI :23: K. (k>rbsm to Knox. Boston. Oct. 2S, 
1787. Ibtd, XXI :28. Jackson to Knox, Boston. Oct. 28, 1787, IMd, XXI :2»: 
**fnMn tbe present d!»po<iUka of tbe people tbere Is not tbe least donbt b«C 
tbe New Coostitntlon will be accepted . . by a reiy Urge Majority . . .** 
King to Knox. Bo«toB. Oct. 28. 1787. Ibid, XXI :aO. **I am Ubortng...! doabt 
not tbat otbers Ubor against me. but I cannot discover any person of conseqncnee 
In tbIs qnsrtcr wbo stsnds wrong— Ust Evening I spent In prcncblng on tbo 
Report of tbe Omrnitlon to tbe RrpresentstlTcs of Mstn(e]. tb«y bad recdvod 
some ill Impresslona... Coebhig tbe (%lef Jostlce gsrc n solemn cbargo last 
week In Bristol to tbe Grond Jnry. enUrged npon onr distress e d sltttatloa...aBA 
conclodcd In favor of tbe adoption of tbe (conaUtntlon]...tbla cbargo wlU bo 
repeated at Cambridge...** 

(20) T» Waiibtngton. New Tork, Ang. 14, 1787. Sparks: Correspondenco «f tbo 
RcTolntlon, 1V:178. 

(21) Dr, Harding (In bis Federsl Constltntlon In Ifsssscbnsetts, n. 801 makes 
^Is atatement. wltb wblcb tbe writer's rsnearcbea agree. Tbo article to In tbs 
If aai. Oaaette ter Oct. 8, 1787. 
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characterSi who appear to have objected to the plan 
of confederation . . . "" This unanimity once broken, 
others followed this hardy individual who raised 
doubts regarding the perfection and even the de- 
sirability of the proposed Constitution." Judging 
from the excitement and anger aroused, Gerry's 
hostile attitude and his letter caused the most harm 
to the federalists.** Still Gorham wrote to^ Knox on 
October 30th: '^Things look pretty well though there 
is an opposition preparing, but I do not think it will 
be sufficient [to answer] • • • the intentions of 
some. ...'** 

As November passed, the opposition grew. A 
handbill containing a number of articles depicting 
the miserable condition of Boston should the Con- 
stitution be adopted, was posted up in that city.** 



(22) Ibid, Oct. le, 1787. Tlic editor of th* iwpcr had to tme a reMsorlB« 
■Utement at to tho motlvea of thit MMaller of tho Oonstltntlon and to docllat to 
reveal tlio name of the aathor deaplte the manr demaada. bi Ibid (for Oet. IS) 
there Is a atrlcturr tm the article airaloat the CooetltotloB. 

(23) DardlDie: Federal Ometltotton to Ifaaa. CSia^ II, paaalm. 

(24) ilana. Gaiette, Oct. 12. 1787; Centlnel. Not. 10, 14. 1787. In the Utter 
It l« admitted that Ocrry'i oppotltlon la of great weight with doabCen and 
othera. The letter Itaelf appeared In the Oentlnel of Nor. 8d, 1787. It waa tbm 
wen known letter of Oct 18th which waa addreued to the leglalatnre of the state 
explaining hla reasons for not elgnlng the document. An thla waa whoUj a 
gratnttoui performance, lt« amlmna and porpoee were aelf^reTealed. JackMB to 
Knox. Ronton. Nor. 11. 1787. Knox MSS. XXI:47: "Mr. Oerrya letter haa done 
moch mlachief- la thla State... It haa glren great atrength to the email, very 
amall party that were In the oppoeltlon. . .hit frienda aad Circle... are exceed- 
ingly dlapleaaed. . . Howcrer the Byatem atanda firm ft well aa yet, and hare no 
doubt bot It will be finally adopted In thla 8Ute...*' Same to aame. Not. 181 
1787, Ibid, XXI :S1: It "haa done great injury... more than he wUl OTer be able 
to do good by a whole life of repentance— OTerythlng went on firm aad well until 
that dam*d letter. ..the Inrargent Intereot la the only Influence agalnit It (the 
(3onatltutloB]->but thla la pretty powerful.** Alio O. Oore to King. Dec. 80, 1787. 
King: King. 1:207; N. Gorham to Knox. Charleotown. Dec. 4, 1787. Knox MS8. 
XXI :00: '*Vr. Gerry'a letter hai done Infinite mlachlef . . .Dr. Franklin faTorcd 
me with eome obeerratloui he made Jnit before he put hla name to the Oooatl- 
ttttlon—I huTe had It publlahed— It haa had a wonderful effect.**^ (Printed In 
Debatce...ln the (>»nTentloo...of Maaa., pp. 852-4). A moat bitter atUck was 
made upon Gerry by OIlTer Ellsworth .for hit letter and hla attitude. It beglna: 
"In Maaaachnaetts the opposition began with you. and from motlTea moat pttl- 
fnlly B«lfi*h and deaplcable: yon addreneed yourself to the Shaya faction, and that 
faction win be your only support.'* [Thla prophecy In regard to bis political sup- 
port was abundantly Justified by subsequent CTents.] Ontlnel. Jan. 2. 5. from 
the Omn. Oourant. Also In Ford: Essays on the Oonstltutlon, 1787-8. T. Dalton 

to . Jan. 20. 1787. Essex Inst, nist CoU. XXT:1»: **If [tho OonstltA- 

don]... be rejected we must thank Mr. Gerry.** 

(n Knox MSS. XXI :SI. 

(26) Am. Herald. Not. 19. 1787. Reprinted In that Issue. It aaaerted tho 
trade of Boston would be driTen to Philadelphia and the rich men would leoTo 
Boaton for that place: hence the tradesmen would ttarre and Boatoo*a import* 
ance would be annihilated; liberty of the preao rcetralned; trial by Jury and writ 
of habeas corpus abolished; loea of liberty result and conaequeat loas of Tlrtoo 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



47 

Although the greater part of the activity of the 
federalists was done by personal missionary work 
with individuals, the channels of the newspapers 
were not neglected. Lively resentment was shown 
by the outraged friends of the Constitution. Ex- 
claimed one indignant correspondent ''A late writer, 
who signs fhimselfl Old Whig, begins his strictures 
upon the Constitution by applying the polite and 
liberal epithet of CUNNING to the members of 
Convention...Whatf the GREAT WASHINGTON 
and his associates in Convention, descend to cunning 
and artifice!"" Another ascribed the whole op- 
position to '' originate from the officers of govern- 
ment, who are afraid of losing their salaries or 
places."^ ^Vhen December came and the election 
returns began to drift in, the error of their previous 
optimism was perfectly apparent On the coast 
things looked favorable in general, even Bristol 
countj^ ** which was supposed to be wrong, is by a 
great majority right, "^ However, no false hopes 
were entertained in regard to the opposition from 



la the people who troold become "tIcIoim, Indolent and dlseolnte**; dlsconnff^ 
ment of nsrlcuUare; « stendlnc annj, nnd « nmwj "caicnUted to glv« xenttal 
Employment to the Idle nnd eztraTacantr* a *'Mnlttpllclty of oflteca to prorlda 
for rained Fortnnes: and tnally RepresMitatlTea choecn In aacft a wax u to aaka 
It a BaslncM of Life." Tbia waa arcumrat ad homlnem. and qnlta. dlffetaat 
from the lofty and more or lesa abatract dlscnasloa of prtncipleo which chat^ 
acterlsed the antlfederalUt campalfn to a certain extent. Tha "Indignant laci^ 
tloo** w-hlrh thi* "Inflammatory document** met with la glren In the Ocntlncl far 
Not. 21. 1787. But In the aame lune la a Hat of twenty-three obJactloBa to tte 
Conatltntlon, and In naatical lanfnaga the antlfederal actlTlty la outlined In IbM 
for Not. 24, 1787. 

A Tery fair objection to the dictatorial and hasty netfaods of the fedcrallnta 
la made In the American Herald for Dec. 17. 1787: **It wonld havo been ^vy 
extraordinary that [this]. ..System of National GoTemment...ahonld havn \nm 
less examined than a Bye-Law made by a town-meetinc— and yet If the pratci dad 
friends of the People coold haTc had tbeir way...thla...wonld haTe been the 
case.'* R. II. Lee writea to S. Adama. llew York, Oct. 5, 1787: *11m frl aAi 
of jvst Liberty are astoulahed at the Occlnalona of Preaa In Boatoo.'* B. A^ liha 
MSS.. N. Y. PqMIc Library. See the denUla of thU^fact by the printers In the 
CcBtlnel. Oct. 27. 1787. ^"^ V/ 

(27) IbM, Oct. 81. 1787. Tbere are two other bioadaldcn diractad against 
the offending •'Old Whig'* In this laane alaoa. In tka aana taana te a diakcna 
between **Mr. Z. and Mr. Antlfcderallat.** 

<28) Ibid. Oct. 27. 1787. The piece contlnncn: "remember tba appoaltln 
which our Independence recelTed from a few oSccra of goTemmcnt In tka yean 
1775 aad 1770. Recollect the Friendly addreaaca and the Catoa, which appcnrad 

theae pnbUcatlona. came from men nf greater aadcrstandlBg, and iMtct txtas* 



alTe Inllnence than Randolph, Ifaaen or Oatty, 
King: KlBf. I JN. 



(28) 
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the interior; ''a black cloud will come down from 
the three Western Counties, **•• "the delegates from 
Worcester county will generally oppose, ""• 

The attitude of the delegates from Maine was 
equally bad.** How the hopes and the fears alter- 
nated can be gathered from a letter of Dana's to 
Knox, ''ten days ago the friends of the Constitution 
thought there was no chance of the adoption, but. . . 
now. . .there is nearly an equal chance in its favor." 
But he adds on visiting Boston, December 30th, 
''Since I arrived I find the elections in the province 
of Main[e] and in the three Western counties have 
not been so much in favor of the Constitution as 
was supposed,"" 

^ With the assembling of the convention it became 
perfectly apparent that the weight of numbers was 
decidedly in favor of the anti-federalists.*^ The 
leaders of the latter party were likewise convinced 
of that fact, but attempting to hurry the decision 
were decisively defeated.^ Solicitous to add to their 
strength, Samuel Adams moved that Mr. Oerry be 
given a seat on the Convention floor, adding sug- 
gestively, that he "might elucidate the Business by 



<90) IMd. p. 901. 

(31) Ibid. Also K. Dane to Knox. Ber^rlr. I>««. 27. 17ST. KiuK MSS. XXI :2S. 

(S2) N. Gorham to Klnf. CliarlcMoirB, Dec. 29. 178T. King: King. 1:206: **llMt 
of the Raatera Membm aro wroor.*' 

(33) Knox 1188. XXI:28. Gorham writ«« Mrtlcr: **T1ie proapect rather 
brightraa lier«...ttaera la a bnndrcd good Men eiioaen In this neighborhood it tbo 
other porta of the Sea Coast... a great nomber of "Towna ehnae tomorroir...IoC 
theoe] we maj eoont on SO membera of the right aort — ^that added to the for^MT 
— ^wlth a few good ooea that will eoine from the Western Coantlea — I thtak win 
aeenro the Point'*— and ends with a frantic appeal to Rofna King to ba preacBt. 
Others wbote the sane to Knox, Charlestown, Dec. 10, 1787. Knox MBS. XXI: 
TX For their Joj on King'a arrlTal see T. Paraona to Hodge, Hbaton, Jan. 14, 
ITML Kaaex Inst. HIat. Coll. XXXV:I»3; alao Gorham to Knox, Jan. 80, 1788. 
Ibid. 84. 

(S4) If. Gorham to Knox. Boston. Jan. 10. 1788. Knox M88. XXI:110: "tho 
prospecta not very good— nnmbera arc at preaent against oa— 4 the oppoaltloa 
leaders saj thej are sore of tho Victory— If thcj ancceed In oppoaltlon to aoch • 
phalanx of aenalble Men it good Speakera aa are In thia Aaaembly It will ba Toiy 
extraordinary- we know all la at atake it work accordingly...** Knox to WtA* 
Ington, Feb. 30. 1788: **It Is now no secret that, on the opening of the (Sobtcb- 
tlon. a majority were prejudiced against It.*' Debates... la tha OottTtBtlai...oC 
Masa., p. 410. 

(3S) flamnel Adama mado a notablo speacb against thIa propoaal and hla oppo- 
sition dovbtlesa made the majority an declalTo. Ibid. pp. 72-8. B. LIbc6Ib tB 
WaahlBgtoa, Jan. 27. 1788. Sparka: CorrcapoBdcnco of tho BtrolBtloa, lYOOL 
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Information, &c-, tliat possibly had Escaped the 
Memory of the other Gentlemen of the General Con- 
vention."^ Fearful that the rejection of the pro- 
posal would stir up jealousy and in order to avoid 
developing the full strength of the opposition thus 
early, the federalists made no serious objection.*' 
The next day Gerry's attempt "unasked'* to proflfer 
some information led to friction.^ Subsequently 
he withdrew without having caused damage to the 
cause of the Constitution.** 

As the debates went on from day to day, the 
leaders of the opix>sition were dismayed to find that 
the telling arguments were having considerable ef- 
fect and that their majority was dwindling.^ To 
remedy this situation they tried to effect "an ad- 
journment in Order^to influence the Country at large 
against the Constitution." The federalists, fully 
aware that it would be "a total destruction of it" 
defeated the proposal.^* With all the specific objec- 
tions which the anti-federalists brought up — bi- 
ennial elections, powers of Congress and of taxation, 
Federal courts, slavery and the "three-fifths" rep- 
resentation — it was the deep suspicion of and hatred 
against the upper classes which underlay all the op- 
position.*' Amos Singletary voices it when he says, 

. (30) Maj. SarircQt to Knox. Jan. 12. 1788. Knox MSS. XXI:1«I. Tlil< was su 
amcmlmcnt to Whliscrj^s motion »econdi<<l bjr Adams that tbo **Lt. QoTCiaar 4k 
Cotinctl KlioaM br mmiillmtiitM with Scats In the OoBTentiOD...** Ibid. 

(37) Kins to Madison. Ttojtton. Jan. IC. 1787 (sic]. KInp: Kins. I:31S. Tha 
same pollcT was cootlnuod ontll almost the ftaal rote. Same to same, Boatoa, 
Jan. 27. 1788. Ibid, p. SIT. 

(38) 8ame to same. Jan. 20. 1788: Ibl4, pp. 314-5. 

(39) Tbe fRTat fear of the federalists that Geirj would retvra and damam 
their caa^e Is tscltly arowed bj their reforenees to him. Klnis: Klnr* IrSliL 
310; Lincoln to Wasblnston, Boston. Feb. S, 17S8. Snarka: Oorrespoodcnc* «C 
the ReTolatkm. IV:200. 

(40) An tbe federalists bad a coterie of leadera who worked hi aeasoo «id o«t, 
so it seemed bsd the a ntl* federalists. In sn sttsck npon General Warrca dwtaf 
the mibornatiirlal eampatpn of the siirlar of 1788. a writer aecnaea blm of being 
**bas7 In... opposition... bl« emissaries were constsntlj enirsfred to atteadlnf tha 
noetamal scenes of the stsr chamber, and msnufactorlns speeches for tbe aatl- 
federal Junto...** Mass. Gaxette. MaN'b 7. 1788. 

(41) Jaekvon to Knox. Ikwtno. Jan. 23. 1788. Knox M88. XXI:116L 

(42) When John Qnlncy Adams coold write tbe followlnc la bla dlafy, Oct. IX 
1787, It Is not St all sarprlslne tbst the people In fenersl did bold mcb datt 
rlews of tbe aristocracy and of their Intentions and abonld look npon tbe Oan- 
stltotlon with great sosplckm. "He ITheopblloa Paraons] faTen vefy wndk tbe 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 
\ 



00 

^'they expect to get into Congress • • • to be the man- 
agers of this Constitution, and get all the power and 
all the money into their own hands, and then they 
will swallow np all us little folks, like the great 
leviathan.. yes, just as the whale swallowed up 
Jonah/"* Tliis feeling crudely enough expressed in 
this speech, seems to have permeated the opposition. 
It was part and parcel of the strong democratic tide 
which came from the Revolution, and which received 
such a check from Shays' Rebellion. Rufus King 
\ in two letters to Madison finds in this strong pas- 
.' sion of ill-will toward the rich and the gentry the 
Lroot of all the trouble.** Others, who blindly de- 
nounced Shayism as the cause of the resistance, per- 
ceived the truth vaguely, although entirely unable 
to analyze the factors in the situation. 

It became evident to the federalist managers that 
it was impossible to ratify the Constitution as it 
stood.** They then took up reluctantly the proposi- 
tion of amendments ''not as a condition of our as- 
sent & ratification, but as the opinion of the Con- 
vention, subjoined to their ratification*' since it was 
necessary to adopt some expedient as ''our pros- 
pects are gloomy, out hope is not entirely extin- 
guished.* '*• 

Evidently the scheme to induce Hancock to appear 
in favor of the Constitution by means of the "concil- 
iatory propositions'' was hatched between this date 



Federal CtaatitvtUm. . . H or do I wooder st an...M H It esleolattd t» tacmu* 
tbe tnflucoce. power and wealth of tboM who hare rnnj InOoeoce. If the OoMtS- 
ttittoa bo adopted It will be a leraod point la faror of the arlatoeratle party. 
There are to be no titles of aohllltj; hot thero will be lereat dtitloctloBa. and 
thoaa dlatlBCtlooa will mmb be hereditary, and wa ahall cenaeqiieBtly have Boblca. 
b«t BO tltle8...lt la hard to fflve up a tyatem which I have alwaya been taafht 
to cherlah. and to eonfcaa that a free covemment la lacooalatent with hnmaa 
nature.** Adama: Ufa In a N. E. Town. p. dd. 

US) Pebatea...in the CooTentloo. . .of Maaa.. p. SOS. 

144) Boflton. Jan. 27. 17M. Ktnir: Klnjr. I:S16>7: Jan. 90. ITM. Ibid. I:SlT-a. 

(45) King lo MadtaoB. Jan. 27. 1788. King: Klnjc, 1:817: *'by the Uat cnlen- 
1atlon...we were doubcfnl whether we exceeded them, or they na. They... 
laM^rt] a nujorlty of eight or twelve." See alao Baaes Inat. Hist. Coll. XXXTrSS. 

(4d) Ring to Ifadlaon. Jan. 28. 1788. King: King, 1:116. He adda: 'Tbla 
achoBM may gain na a few memhera. bnt the lasoe la donbtfnL** 
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aDd January 27th, for King writes: "Our hopes do 
not diminish, although our confidence is not complete. 
The opposition are less positive of their strength.*'*' 
Their apprehensions were well founded. Besides 
the talk of amendments there were "those Few 
among them [the anti-federalists] who are honest 
& capable of Reflection [and] appear uneasy con- 
cerning the Fate of the Question,'* who seemed to . 
be wavering- But in addition, Jhe-meeting.iiMhe 
3o8ton mechanics!!, designedly called together to 
bring pressure to bear on ihe members of the Con- 
vention from Boston, especially on Samuel Adams^ 
was effectual among other factors in silencing them, 
and obtaining their votes in favor.**. It was the 
appearance of Hancock, armed with the "Parsons 
amendments, ''^ to take his tardy seat as President 
of the Convention which made the final conversions" 

(47) Klnic to Knox, Borto*. Ju. *7. 17M. Knn MJW. XXItlM: "Jrerterav'e 
OnttDel cootatns « propoMl for a ctmdltlooal R«<>Ae«tkn. Ml4to hmv* cmm 
from SttUlTaB. th« Opposltloo «!▼• It •ome OoiiBteBaBce.-Hit] Aov[a] tkat tm 
Opnoorat* ar« nnt m c<mad«nt of their Kombcrs. slaec hitherto they haro rrpra- 
MtVd the SuirreflUon of amendments and instated amonc their Partj on a total 
ReJecttoB of the Coostlttttfcm." A alitniacsBt letter was written by Klac «i 
Msdl<oa. Jan. 30. 1788: "This ds7...Mr. Hancoeh. took hla Mat te tha Ow- 
Tention... I cannot predict the lame, bat onr hopca are tacreaslnir. U Mr. 
naucock does not disappoint our present espectatkma, ov wtshM wlU be gratt- 
fied. bnt bis chsrsctcr Is not entirely free from a portion of caprlca. Tlda how- 
erer Is confldentlsl." Kins: Ktaiis. 1:317-8. 

(48) The m«etlnff was on January -7th. 900 stroo« tht tradeaoMB cama t^ 
aether and adopted Uto resototlom In favor of tho Oonatltathm. Ifasa. Gaaett^ 
Jaa. 8. 17S8. See also Qntncy: Ufa of Joaiah Qalocy. p. 416L 

(49) C. Gore to Ktn|e. Boston. Jan. 0. 1788. Ktnie: Khw. 1:311-2. **a neettec 
(of the trailcHmen Is] to be beld tomorrow alpht...thls may possibly hare effect 
on Mr. A (dams] If not— It wUl effect his R(xcellency. L e.. lianoock] who 
waTer«...& one othi*r who la rreatly Inflnence'd by A(dama]...(thla la pnl^ 
ably Pr. Jarrls]. Mr. A (dams] unless affected by soma snch atep as theaa. wlB 
be IndefstUsble ft cvnstsnt In all ways & means to defeat the adoptkm. . .** Aa 
a matter of fact Adams* open opposltloB seems to hsTo anbaMed, and w htn ai 
he had been artlTely engaired apalnst tho Oonstltnttoa what few morcflMata ha 
msde In the conrentloa were In fsTor of the federalists. Jackson to Knos, 
Bmton. Jan.. 1788. Knox M88. XXI:113: ''Mr. ft. Adama has not yet coMO 
oat. If he Is amlnst It I beltere ha will say hot llttla. as tha ascetlaff of tha 
BH>chanlcks of this Tonm ft their proeoedlnss moat and wUl hara an lalneMa 
over him..." _ 

(50) ETidence points to TheophHos Paraooa aa tha aathor. Whoarsr tha aothor. 
no one contends that Hancock bad aaythinc to do with them except to prs s sat 
them. Knox to C. LlTlnpston. K. Y.. Feb. 10. 17SS. Knox MSS. XXI:]40: •■OB 
Tbvrsdsy he (Hancock] broopht forward tha notloo for adoptinf tha Ooutlto- 
tkm and for recommendlnx certsln sltcrstions. . . As tha motloo and '' 



tlons . . were tha matars prodactlon (vnderllned la tha orlielBal letter] of tha 
Federalists there caanot ha a doobt of tha commlttca rcporttar la favor aC tho 
rst18catloa.** 

(51) While accnaatlona of direct bribery and cormptiao hara oo ffooodatlBS 
(Harding: Federal Coostltatloo la Mass.. pp. 100-8]. yet this letter la Istareattat 
aa showing how tnflocnca aay work Indirectly with tho doobtfol: **tha whoto 
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necessary to carry the day. By a narrow majority, 
nineteen only, was Massachusetts induced to ratify 
the Constitution, the vote standing 187 to 168.^ 

Thus it came about that in the face of great odds 
the federalist leaders won a hard fought battle 
against ignorance and prejudice, honest doubt and 
opposition. The credit for their triumph is to be 
attributed to their unwearied exertions to leave no 
stone unturned that could contribute to ''the 
Cause." In the varied undertakings which brought 
them ultimate success the political tricks stand out 
most conspicuously in their campaign." Neverthe- 
less it was the clear reasoning, the unanswerable- 
logic, the careful explanations, the courteous atten- 
tion to objections, which the federalists statesmen 
and orators so abundantly displayed through those 



"-^ 



• 

^ 



race of the Aatls are a set of poor deTnt...ft It trill be Impooslblo for them t» 
learo the Town. onleM tbej recelre their pay— tbej bcffln to bo alarmed and 
talk of their Pay Roll, aome of them haTo been to tho Tteatorcr. ho Informa- 
them bo has not a dollar In the public chent— nor does he know where to borrow 
one— We haTO clrcnlated. — If the Constitution Is adopted, there will be no dlfll' 
cnltr riMtpcctlnc the Paj— If It is not they most look to the Treasurer for It—** 
Jflcukon to Knox. Boston. Jan. 31. 1788. Knox MS8. XXI:131. (The lack of 
money to the Treasury had been, at least, an setnal fact. Tlia General Court 
had to use the credit of the doorkeeper at times to set wood to heat their halls. 
Durlni; Shays* Rebellion, a year before, as the Treasury was empty. It was only 
by means of a public subscription that Gen. Lincoln was enabled to march to 
' BprlofTflcId.] In two tastances there are cbarces broncht of using unusual If not 
buproiMT roi'thods to fsain election. A friend of Kllham of Newboryport (seo ■» 
attack upon him, and a promise of a coat of tar and feathers, for his anti- 
federal artlTltles. In the Mass. Gazette. March 18. 1788], wBo was defested, 
asked, among other insinuations: ''Whether he (the successful candidate] went 
as a British Nobleman would hare gone with the most psrsuaslTO axgumsnti In 
his pockets.'* Am. Herald. Nor. 20. 1787. See also Ibid. Dec. 10, 1787. 

(52) The careful count kept by the federalists Is shown by tho general belief 
(by Feb. 3rd) that they would be Tlctorlous. Freeman wrote to Knox that "it 
will pan* with a Kmall majority.** Knox M88. XXI :23. Jarkwn writes the same. 
Ibid. XXI:]81. Gorham Is eren more dettnlte: **I think.'* ho writes to Knoz, 
"(It] will be about ]8.*l for to 100 or a few more against it—** Ibid. XXI:120. 
James MadlJMm (to Wai«hlngton. Feb. 8. 1788.) quotes a letter from a member 
of tho conrentlon. saying: "We may... get a majority of tweWo or flfteon. If 
not more.'* 8parks: Correspondence of tho Rcrolutlon, IV:207-8. Seo also 
Essex Inst. Hist. Coll. XXXV:03. 

(&S) To "accelerate** farorable opinions among tho mechanics certain wealthy 
men subscribed for the building of three Tessels In ease tho Constitution was. 
adopted. After tho Tictory the enthusiasm seems to bare dwindled considcfw 
ably for an "Obsenrlng Countryman,*' after calling attention to tho sboro fact, 
complains: "Did they sopitose a lino rehement exdamatloo 'that tho Constltutloo 
was equal to the mines of Pern* would feed and clothe... men... r* CentlnoU 
March 19, S788w Nercrtheless tho fact of tbo mbacrlptlons la nsod as a federalist 
campalgB docvneat. Ibid, Marc^ 28, 1788. 
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dark days of mid-winter, that brought them the well 
earned victory.** 



(M) 11i« forc« of arsvment and brtlllant ormtorj of tiM fcdcnllat Icftdcn wa» 
well foreshadowed b7 Sedcwlck*s Tlctorr la tb« Stocktarids* town mcctlac csltoA 
to elect a delegate to the Coostttatlonal OonTentioo at Beaton. Ha haH to katp 
them there antil 10 o'clock In the creninc to perraada them of tlM dcatrabtUty oC 
that proponed plan of poremment. Then he waa elected **br a treat majority to 
repreacnt that Town In the State Conrentlon.'* Ibid, Dec. IS. 1787. ▲ enlocj 
on hla powera of persnaslTe oratory In the OoBTcntlon la In ibid, Oct. 21^ ITM. 
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CHAPTER V. . 

THE TRIUMPH OF HANCOCK, 1788 TO 1793. 

The election of Bowdoin* for the year 1786-7 had 
been uncontested, for no one relished the unpleasant 
position of governor in view of the stormy times in 
prospect* It was quite otherwise the next year, 
1787, with the rebellion thoroughly crushed. The 
campaign was well under way in February,' al- 
though the evident detennination of the people to 
elect Hancock again, he being deemed less inflexible 
and more likely to deal leniently with the insurgents, 
manifested itself long before this.* The very acts of 
the legislature deepened the growing purpose. On 
the one hand, they passed such a thorough-going dis- 
qualifying act that it was asserted to have disfran- 
chised whole towns.' Its severity was complained 
of by the stanchest supi^orters of government,* while 
it was artfully asserted to be framed with a view 



(1) flM th* Cnitliiel. March 34. 1788. 

(2) The <m1j oppcwitlon dlflceraable ira« that dlivcted acRlnat tha lieutenant- 
forernor Tlioman Cnattlns. **Fablun*' attacks him for havlaf: moDopoUted that 
oflSca ao loni;. Am. Herald. March 27. April 3. 1780. **Cato** replies In the latter 
Iwne. There aeema to he nome anlmua aronscd apalntt the lepitlatnra which 
"llndlns that a rotation In the public office, was likely to take place... thej In 
plt7 to the foll7 and Ifmornnco of the PEOrLE. caucns*d It by conntlet. and 
agreed who should be elected Lt. Ooremor the ensuing election.** Am. Herald. 
March 27. 1786. **What.** cjaculatea a correspondent, '*...are not our ri^at 
folks... tha fittest to determine who are the proper aubjecta for chaira In tha 
next ensulnir Election (for representstlres] ?** Ibid. April 17. 1786. Sea also 
another piece In Ibid, kfarch 27. 1786. The attitude toward the leglslatura la 
shewn In tha Masa. Oaxette, June 10. 17S0: "There were great change8...ln tha 
Bepreaentatlon...the firmness of the Iste House In rejecting the vlsiooarj schemea 
of... (Tender Acts, Ptper Money, etc.] has stirred np the friends of the measurca 
to Terr great exertions.** Continental Journal. May 18. 1786. 

(S) J. Swan to Knox. Dorchester. Fob. 25. 1787. Knox M8S. XX :2: **nancock 
ft Lincoln seem to be principally talk'd of. Hie reasona... were. ..both (were] 
...military men ft altho* H. was not ao much aa L. yet both were more so than 
Bowd.n— That a change of men would probably bring about a changa of meatnm 
—that money might be sared by It fte.— ** 

<4) Maas. Gasette. Jan. 9. 1787. Two months before thia King wrttea (to D. 
^Xl Ktlham. New York. Nor. 29. 1787) apprehenalrely: "How goes EleetlooecriaffT 
Men and measurca are now rery Intimately united. Displace men and yo« dla- 
approre measures.'* King: King. 11:615. 

(5) Lincoln to Knox, March 1. 1787. Knos M88. XX :8. 

<6) BTen HIgglnaoa was moTcd to say: "tha Leglslatnra bare bahavad wall 
•ad eondocted with aplrit— they hava adopted an energetic ajttam of policy with 
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to keeping Bowdoin and his friends in oflSoe.^ Bnt ^ 
it was the attempt of the l^islature to reduce the \ 
governor's salary, exorbitant salaries being one of 
the many grievances of the malcontents, which 
roused the people more thoroughly against Bowdoin. 
No other act demonstrates his almost fanatical de- 
votion to duty and principles better than the veto 
of this highly popular measure, for he realized that 
it meant inevitable retirement.® 

Nevertheless strenuous exertions were made by the 
friends of the provemor. Urgent appeals were ex- 
tended repeatedly to all the **friends of the govern- 
ment'* for supi)ort. In the event of Bowdoin 's de- 
feat they gloomily predicted that **in every proba- 
bility'* those "scenes of war", would recommence.* 
At any rate it would mean that all the late measures 
of government would be overthrown;*^ that the state 
constitution was in grave danger; and that **the 
eyes of the continent are upon us — ^the friends to 
govenimeut, peace and justice, in Connecticut, New 
Hampshire and Bhode Island, are waiting with an 
anxiety not to be described, the event of our decis- 
ion — and so are the insurgents in all parts of the 



mqM>rt to the rotic]*. pcrtanpt la *ome liuttmices thc^ bftT« eairlcd tlieir reacBt> 
mrnt too far.** To N. Dane. Botitoa. March 3, 178T. Am. Bltt. Asn. Be^ I 
n990) 7TA. SvT alM Man*. Gazette. March 20. 17S7. Th« InsorirMts oacd tbii 
aa a |ir%<ti-zt f«ir JuMlfylni; th«>lr oiiiMMltloii. althoiiieh "Almost all acknowleditad 
that thoy took a trmae method...** B. Ridwell to D. Dairsvtt. T^rtiigham, imam 
10. ITStT. rmc. Am. AntlQ. Soe. N. S. IV (1SS5.7) 8(l». 

(7) J. Solllran fo KInf;. no«tOD. Feb. S3. 1787. Klair: Klii|t. 1:213. 

48> The tix-K^are conralnlni; the reto l« In the Centlael. Marrh U. 178T. !■ tlw 
coarse of wlitch Bowiloln very |»lalDl.r Imlleate* hl« belief that ha vwild prob- . 

aM7 be ilefi^ted at the coming el«»ctloo. "The aalarj** .baa...lBflamad tlw \ 

popular oillum apaiiiftt (r'OW(k>tD]...aiHl manj-. ...aet'm to Tlew him aa little better ^ 

than a rapacloo*. uDfo«*1lnr. and ml^htj riundercr.** Maaa. Qaaettaw March 9t, 
1787. frnm the Eh^cs Journal. March S8. In regard to thla Oortmm viota to 
Knox (Ojirlf«towa. Mareh 11. 1787): ''one step th«j took which I am aftaM 
win be Inlorfcnui In the approaching election., .the GorcnMir anppoacd hlmaelf 
bound b7 ererx principle of honor ft regard to the Oonatltnthm to aend back tho 
Bill with hia object1on«...altho the(j]...are well done ft In tha moat snardcd 
mann«*r. ..prvat we will \w nia«1e of It ai:aln«t the Goremnr...** Knox M88. 
XX:18. On Jnne 21 at I1a?Mm>k announces to the General Oourt that he realcM 
£300 of his Kalarr. though this Is not to form anj precetlent. Masn. Gaactt*. 
Jnne 20, 1787. In the aame paper la a fulsome flatteiy oC tha net of **hla «>• 
ceiiencT...aB a friend to the pvoula...** 

<9) CcntlnH. March 28. 178T. 

(10) Ihld. March 24. 178T. . 
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union/'" Even such frantic appeals as these fell 
upon deaf ears; they were not at all convinced hy 
such alarming addresses, or moved by the agitated 
feelings of neighbors.*^ As a last desperate attempt 
to influence the voters the Bowdoinites circulated a 
handbill addressed '*to the Free, Virtuous and 
Independent Electors of Massachusetts'' a few days 
before election. It was largely made up of severe 
strictures on Hancock, dealing plainly with his entire 
unfitness for the high ])osition. Nor was this all, 
for it continues: **It is said, that a Committee from 

their [Insurgent] Body has waited Upon Mr. H 

to request his acceptance of the chair, if their In- 
fluence could effect his choice to it, and also to know 
his Mind with respect to the Introduction of a Paper 
Currency: to both which Propositions he has given 
his Assent.*"' Such accusations added great bitter- 
ness to the closing days of the campaign without, it 
may be inferred from the returns, adding to Bow- 
doin's vote. In truth it is not difficult to believe that 
it even reduced his far from numerous adherents." 
The election returns were so decisive" that it would 
seem as if the desire of the large majority to make 



111) niM. Marrb SI. 17W. 

(12) SVtm«* IndlTtilnal thoitisht to |Mt|nilRrlr^ BawAoIii h^ imimilnir thiit • f<nr- 
enMV **o«ipbt In bo pmisoMMHl of In an railncnt dcirree (the art of3...FIKAKCIEB- 
IKO; for fntm an nccompllaheA FtnanolfT we are to expect the preate«t relief 
from the pn*««nre of onr fnrelim anil domcKtlc debta.** Centlnel. March SO. 17S7. 
Aa tha irenrrnlltj of people at thia time wore emrared In dodplns the pajrroent of 
dehta aa well nn taxea. Bowdoln'a propopal* and attempta to Itirhtn hnrdens by 
parliiK the nir*o debt by rollortlnff the back taxw»— which Flancock'a eaityiroioff 
replme had nllod up ennrmoualjr — and thaa rednclnjc both principal and tatcreat, 
would acareolj apneal to them. 

(13) Bee Apfkendts C. 
<14> Ibid. 

(IS) Hancock rot lft.4nil: Bowdohi. A.WI. The tote for llenteoaat-iEorenMr 
waa Terr acattored. Out of a total of 21.944. Cnahlnr. the preaent Incnmbent, 
recolred le«« than half. lO.inT: Lincoln had A.7A7: floath. 1.423*. Oorham. l.enS: 
S. Adama. 044. I^efnro the da.r of election It waa onl.r too apparent how the tida 
waa mrniln*. Wrote 11. Illchborn to Knox. RostonfY). March 2S. 1787, Knoi 
M«^. XX:2«: **lfanriM-k will laro .•1'4 If not 4/."i of yo Votoa next wc-k to be 
Gm-'Timr. — ^I«|r*onln A r.nwdoln« Krionda hare made a in>eat mlatake In dlrldlnff 
the'r fnreo— rn«b«n» will N» Llen^enaat ... Lincoln U Tory popular bnt be with 
Bowilo'n «« «t"«mo»l by hia Connection.** (In a bracket la the explanation. ••Hljt- 
flaaon A Co.**] Kren before the rcault wa« aelf-ovldc^t. Jackaon to Knox. March 

IK 17ST. Knox MW. XX:24: **lt \* xertonaly. . .b«>lloTod that Mr. H wUl ba 

choaen~al1 the We«tem CooBtlea to n Man la In hla faror. and tha Qtmatw of 
Eaacx ft Brlatoi...** 
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sure of the pardoning of the insurgents confined in 
jail and under sentence of death was the controlling 
factor. But the bitterness aroused in the early part 
of this decade, which also flared up so sharply in the 
election of 1785 was prolonged by continuous bicker- 
ings months after the election day in April." The 
Bowdoinites took their defeat ill and vented their 
wrath in v-arious directions.*^ 

It is a fail assumption t hat they sought to emb ar- 
ra§&_lhe-jie\SL.jadministration by violent demands 
that the rebels under sentence of death be executed 
forthwith.*' To arouse public opinion letters from 
the western counties were written detailing the dis- 
quietude of the friends of government, the contin- 
'ued outrages of the insurgents, and the insolent 
conduct and challenging boasts of the pardoned 
rebels.** The friends of Hancock sought to crush 
this ** small disappointed party," as the Bowdoinites 
were termed, by denouncing them as a ''set of insur- 
gents., rt formidable combination of aristocracy,"^ 



(\(i) These mntnal arcnuatlont and emaiter BcrvMtlooa become esccfndrclF 
nraltlplleil anA heated bean»e of that atoleo letter of Stephen IIIftcloMML Ilardlj 
an U«iie of the Centlnel. the American -Herald or the MaMachnaettt GaaKt« for 
AnruKt au'l S««|iit>mlt«>r OTS7). but Is spinal hy some crlmlnatloa or retort. 9f 
e«P«vlnn.r Am. llenild. Aup. 0: C«mtlnel. Xnf. 11. 29. i'Tas^lna** ta> Sept. », 
28, Oct. 2: Mass. Gaictte. Sept. 14. 

(IT) From the \Uf Milmiltted hy a statistician. Centlnel. AprU 4. 1T8T. It 
would appear that iuo<t of the serrimts and latxirera In Boston voted for Hna- 
mck. S«»n»e at least were dl«>charf:e«l for It hj tlH»lr emplojera. Ibid, April 11, 
17S7. **I haTC been snriuised at the contlnnal abuse which Is heaped aiMm [the] 
...merclianls. for (dlwharirlnc num who Toted for Hancock]...** IMd. April 2SC 
17S7. From western MaKsachusetta came an assertion that "None. In this part 
of the Slate, votpd for any other candidate... than IIlowdohi1...b«t Insorrentt, 
and their aliettors.'* Ibid. April 11. 17S7. Letter from Sprlnirtleld. dated April «. 

(18) Jamea Sulllran In a letter to Klngr {Amorj: SnlllTan. 1:202^) makea thla 
a*iH*rt!on. mumlly cf>arpliiir Tbi>ophllns Parsons with the orirln of the plan **far 
the then Gnremor Knwtkdn to leare the nnhappr conrlcts In the handa of Haa- 
cock; and this was dune to throw the odtnm of the eiecntlon upon htm. Par- >. 

sons sajs. nnle«s the prlsnoers are now executed speedllj. the commonwealth li \ 

undone: and l4t>ther Sedirwlck. that the state must be sarcd hy their fall. «r ^ 

fall b.T their llbt>ratlon. Yet he petitioned and wrote, with. . .otftcrs. to the Utn 
roTornnr In their faror. and abmlatelj declared. In hla lettera and pHltloM, 
that It will be for the public miod to panlon Wllcoz and Ansttn.** Bowdota'n 
whole public and priTate conrse of life forbids this oblique Inslanathm of CMi- 
plldtr In this cnnnlnr scheme. Warm a partisan as SnllWan Is and frfrea to 
nit«stalem<<nts and exaereratlons. this letter contahia too many direct atat*- 
ments to reject It entirely. Espectallj. as the letter (undated by Amory) la x 

evident Ir n private communication as well as contemnorarx and he wonld haidlF \ 

■"?*.*5*** •ccnsatlons out of whole doth. Sea also Centlnel. Sept. 1, IWf. M 

«1») See Ap|ien«lli D. "^ V 

(20) Centlnel, Maj IS. 178T. 
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and as "overgrown rich, .who feel the importance 
of. .continuing the abominable system of enormous 
taxation which is crushing the poor to death . . . 
[who] are GREAT POSSESSORS of^.publick se- 
curities, .who have too long had the carving of the 
loaves and fishes/'** While these were mere elec- 
tioneerisg articles during the campaign for repres- 
entatives to the General Court — in which the friends 
of the debtor classes made strenuous exertions — ^yet 
\ this is the charge of aristocracy (at that time im- 

\ puted to Bowdo:n's friends) which came to be used 

; so much, especially in the next decade. 

^^ The m.ineuvers of the closing days of the Consti- 
tutional Convention in Massachusetts, 1787-1788, 
determined the course of the spring gubeiiiatorial 
election.^ The ratification at that assemblage turn- 
ed on the amendments which were probably drawn 
up by a small committee of the federalists who in- 
duced Hancock to present them, in return, it is now 
believed, for supi)ort towards his presidential aspir- 
ations and to promote his election as governor that 
spring.^ While these two parties were thus bound 
together by this community of interest the bond was 
loose enough to ]ieniiit serious differences to arise 
concerning the lieutenant-governor." As a result 
Lincoln and Adams divided the votes of the feder- 
alists of all descriptions, while the insurgent-anti- 
federal party exerted themselves in favor of General 
Warren.^ The candidacy of this latter greatly 

(21) n>lil. M«r 4. 1787. 

(!S) Iliinrnck an<l L'nrols wit» nniin*iiMm*lr nominate st • **rOTp«ctsb1« 
Cane OS** nndmiMnllr hi'M In Iln^toa. Jarkvon to Knox, Poalnn. March 10, 1788. 
Knnx >iSK. XNl:l(r». On April 4th anoth«*r mtntlnir wan held at lp>«wlcb— ap- 
|wir«>ntljr of Emirs Cmintr pratlenira of Inflnracv — for there were preaciat **20 
Jnatlcea. man^ mi*mbfrfa] of the rrwnd jnrr. and pellt jurr of the county beatdes 
other re»p«'ctab1e prniloroon**— and dec1de«1 nnantmonnljr to mipport Hancock and 
Lincoln. Centlnel. April .1. 17hS. I<etter from Ipawlch dated April 4. Hancock 
nnd Adanu were nomtrated at a cancna at Boston. March 23rd. tMd, March S0» 
1788. 

<23> 8ee Ap|i«ndls B. 

<S4) Ibid. 

(2.^) Warren. «.l.n7. and Oerrj. 808: Lincoln. 10.904. and Adama. S.48S. Of tiM 
tto7«>e wratrm eountle«. Lincoln carried llampahire and Berkahlre; Warren, Wor- 
cester. Lincoln recelred a total of 2.906; Warren. 8.838, whlla Adama had 618, 
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alarmed both federalist wings, each imploring the 
other for the sake of the cause to sacrifice their 
nominee. But both refused to yield.^ No one of 
the candidates received a majority and the election 
went to the General Court That body, "notwith- 
standing there is as decided a majority of federalists 
[among them]., as four to one, .yet [actuated] by 
respect for the 6,000 citizens who voted for Mr. 
W.[arren, and by the], .conviction tliat the Hon. 
Senate.. would accord with the VOICE OF THE 
PEOPLE [Lincoln had received over 10,000]. .sent 
up Messrs. L[incoln] and W[arren]. The Senate. . 
made choice of... Lincoln, .twenty out of twenty- 
eig-ht votes. '*" 

Antifedernlism, with its temporary concomitant 
of insurgency in Massachusetts, becainejrapidly 
popularso long as Ha ncock procIaimecL himself a 
federalist. The change in the temper of the legis- 
iSTure^of 1787-8, and 1788-9 is striking, so complete 
is the revolution.^ Whereas, in the former it had 
been necessary for the friends of government to 
exert their ** utmost prudence & moderation'* in 



In thrM thn'^t count Im. A> for the eastern part. Lincoln carried Snffolk, Eaaex, 
Wdi11«>»ex. rUrmoatli and Barn«taMe: Adama. Dokea (39-34 for Uncoln): asd 
Warren. BrHtol. In thl« aectlon the total Totea amonnted to: Lincoln, 6.S38: 
Warren. S.371; Adamn. 2.32S. In the Maine district, Lincoln carried York and 
Lincoln; Atlama, Cumberland. The total rotet beinc: Lincoln, 900; Adama. SIS; 
Warren. 428. At Lincoln bad leaa than a majorltj — the total roto belnf 21.9(M. 
the lloose smt np Lincoln and Warren to the Senate which, hj a TOt« of 20 
ont of 2S, choae the former. LIncola to Waahlnston. Boaton, Jnno S. 17B8. 
8park«: CVirre«pondmce of the RcTolntlon. IV:222-3. The writer of tba letter 
qnalntlj remarka that the Senate "elected Llncotn... He accepted tho tmat. 
I hope he will diacharire the dntlea of hia offlce with fldelltj.** -It la intereat- 
Inc to note — aa an erldence of political crookedneaa rery common In thoae daj^* 
the chariee that cnoofh Totea to elect Lincoln were held np bj hoatllc aelectmea 
nntU too late to be counted. Ilampahire Chnmicle. Maj 21. 1788. Tlie reaaoa 
whj there are no rotea recorded at the State Hooae In Boatoo for 179S from 
Bferkihlre Coontj la becanae tbej were conrenlentlj "loot** In the malla and 
arrlred juat too late. The whole matter la aired In the Wcatem Star. Ua7 28. 
179A. The nirh Sheriff and the roatmaater of PlttaAeM denied their fnllt. 

(SG) Maaa. Oasette. March 11. ITSS. Tricka wcra rcaorted to bf tk* partlaaM 
or Adama. (Vntlnel, April 5. 9. 178B. 

(27) Ibid. Ma7 31. 1788. 

(28) Yet ra Norember 2nd. tkere la actvallj a motion made and aeeondcd !■ 
tho Ilooae that the convlderallon of the method of clecttnc United States acan- 
tora (the Senate and Ilouae were in diapute whether It ahonld ba done bj a Jolat 
■eaaton or each bodf rotln^ aeparately) be poatponed nntll tbo aczt ieaatoa. TUi 
■trlklnc attempt of aatl-federallam did net meet wltk CM<ral appTOval In tknt 
pUca. Ibid. Not. 22, 17S8. 
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order that the legislature might end 'Hheir session 
without doing any mischief* '^ — ^the senate of the 
latter it was even complained, **will be charming it 
will be Federal to a fault, this gives great satisfac- 
tion to the men of influence and property and will 
be a very great shock to an Anti and Insurgent 
lower House. ''*^ 

AVhen Rufus King wrote that **the conviction of 
the necessity of good & efficient Government per- 
vades every part of the State '*" he was but gatlier- 
ing up the consensus of opinion from all parts of 
the commonwealth." "To universal discontent, the 
most violent party animosity, and a very alarming 
decline of industry and manufactures, have succeed- 
ed content, quiet and productive labor. *'^ How 
great this change was may be gathered from the 
fact that **the people in the country begin to have 
more just and accurate ideas of. . the Cincinnati . ' '^ 
This was much the kejTiote of the next five years." 



(20) N. Ooiliam to King, Cbar]<vtown, April 0. 1788. KIne: Kins. 1:824. 

(30) Tbl> •tatrment la quite born« out br William Pynchon'a note la bSa 
Diary: "In tlie S«*nate. there are no more antlfederaltata membera than what 
an bearly anfldent to *naka a ahade to the pictura*...** p. 800. See alao Maaa. 
Gaxi^ttp. Mnj 30. 17SS: Jackaon to Knox. Doiiton, April SO, 1788, Knox M88. 
XX1I:19: Klnr to Knox, Boaton. Jane 16. 17SS: ''Ercrj account muat confirm 
to yon the Information of the aurprlnlne cbanire In (SoTomment perbapa at no 
time ha* there lio<>n more able and boneat men In the admlnlatratloa of thla 
State...*' Ibid, XXII :0i. 

(31) Ibid. 

(32) William Tndor to Wachlngton. Boaton. July 28. 1788: **tba •ntira ex- 
tinction (of the Rebellion] baa... moat thoroupblj tamed many tnrbnie** aplrlta 
la all part* of the State.** Spark* : Correapondence of the Rerolutloo, IV:2?0. 
**The aplrit of ln»uri;pncr la rery much abated, and In many towna entlrelj «x- 
tlnct.** Centlnel, April 19, 1788. See the account of aerLYal towna notorlooa 
for their antl-foderalUm wblcb had completely changed. Ibid. Dec. 24, 81, 1788. 
M. CuIUt to Knox. IiMHicb. .May 3. 17S8. Knox MSS. XXII :32: "antlfederanam 
la become rery unpopular In thla part of Ye State [Eaaez coonty]. Thoaa who 
hare be«*n leaden are totally allcait, or hare changed aldca.*' 

(88) Ibid. 

(34) Centlnel. Aprtt 19. 1788. So rlolent bad tba atorm been againat this 
aoclety that the General (}onrt of Maa»achu»ett« had paaaed a reaolotlon acalnat 
it. Salem (Saiette. March 23. April 1. 1784. For the chance fea general aea Lin- 
coln to Wanblnston. lUiatoo. June 3. 178S. Spnrka: Oorre*|)ondenc« of the Rexo- 
Intton, p. 223. Nererthelem the prejudice airatnat that aoclety eoatlnoed. Sea 
narap«hlre Qaxette, Feb. 20. 1703; S. Rreck to Knox, March 8, 1701. Knox 
MSS. XXVIlciriO: **the cSoTemora * S. Adam'a InttTent la aicalnat me, on account 
of the CInclntnatI]...** Same to aame. Auir. 80, 1790, Ibid, XXVI :101, 
**Jdha Gardiner will come out In the Centlnel (Chronicle la meant]... la a mott 
▼lolrat attack upon the Clncln(natl]~he haa already written twenty nnmbera...** 

(39) Undoubtedly the return of better timea contributed to thla period of coa- 
paratlre quietude In pollttca. See the Centlnel. Sept. 12, 80. Dec. 28. 1788; Har> 
aid of Freedom. Feb. 5, 17D0. Tba adoption of the Conatitntlon oparatad to rcatoiv 
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So far as political events dealing strictly with the 
state are concerned it was emphatically a time of 
peace as compared with the period before or after.'* 
The ripple of excitement in 1789" caused by 
Stephen Higginson^s severe strictures upon Han- 
cock, failed to shake the people's unboimded devo- 
tion.** Its only appreciable effect was halving Bow- 
doin's support which he had received in 1787.* It 

coafldrace and stltuuUte iBdaatrr. Yet It tn antl-fedcrallut writer In the Mana- 
chuietts Gazette of January 1. 178S, maj be bcUereA. "trade (waa] ezpaodlnc. 
renourcra oponlop. aettli'Dionta enlarirlnff. manufacturea Increaatnir and pnbUck 
debt* diminishing'* ercn t>efore. Manj Itema bceln to crowd tbe papcra Ui 
regard to the Mtabtlahment of manufacturea, the tncreaae of trade and the 
rerlral of ship balldlnjt. See. e. g., Centlnel. Uaj 25. J0I7 S. I>cc. 81. 1788; 
Masa. Gaaette. April 22. June 13. 1788: Cvntlnel. Jan. 7, 24. June 10. July 1. 
Aus. 1, 1789. eapcclallj July 20, Auir. 22. Sept. 10. 1788. What a chance had 
come about ulnce 1780. when there waa an adverse trade balance aealnat Maaan- 
chttsetta of £24.S00 (Am. Herald. May 19. 1780) and when aoch a cloomy pic- 
ture «'■> drawn In the Maa«achu»ettt Gazette for June 12. 1788: **The Brltiak 
...furniah na with erfry tlilni; In the way of manufacture... over nouthcm alater 
at at en send oa bread to cat, from Connecticut we draw our a«u>p11ea of com... 
pork, ami other f:ood thlnjes; a number of .. .ship-carpenters, at the eastward 
(Nova Scotia] are... employed In buildlni; our Teaaela.** Tbe laat was tho most 
cruel stab of all. 

{W) The campalcn for federal repres(*ntatlrea opened early. In late July wo 
are told that "a spirit of peraecutlon la abroad with Tehement declamation 
against nntlMh Influenct* and conneclloiis In order to blast the fairest repnts* 
tlons.** Centlnel. July 23. 1788. Much Is said In tbe nest month regarding tho 
last iloKporate eflTorts of the antlfctlcrallsts to get Into offlce by using **tbe stalk- 
ing hor«e of Aro(>ndmenta.** Ibid. Aug. 27, 30, Sept. 8, 0, 20. 1788. At tbe aamo 
time nrritlili'ir*'"* vltfctora were to be ciiosen. Tlte most Interesting contest was 
between Fli ker Anu's aiid__Samucl Adams, wUte^ tho former woo. Ibid, Dec 
10. 13. 17, ITST TIic"mo*i long drawn out strugilc waa that between . T. Sedg - 
wlrk and. \V, .Lfuisn. Tlve trlaU were necessary, as the law demanded a 
"Shajorfty, t¥c furmi*r Anally wlnulng— May 20. 1780— br votes. Ibid. May 27, 
30. 17S7. Vet this struggle was more a localUf^—cuotest than anything else. 
Lyman reprfM>ntlng the Hampshire section. Sedgwick the Berkahlro portion of 
the congressional district, which was for this electlcm composed of the two most 
western counties. In 1790. the accusatlona against the reprt^sentatlves seeking 
re-cli>ctlon have little to do with party Ifaaes. See Centlnel, Sept. 29. Oct. 0^ 
Nov. 24. 1700. Tlie lack of Inton^nt due to absence of an opposition party Is 
Indicated In these yeara by a dwindling vote to lloaton. e. g.. jaJiULiicctlaB-CocJtlie 
••Boston »i'nXl in- May the highest votctoc a candidal* la 30Z^ ibid. May 9. 
Ii92". The year before tho highcat was 478. Six of tho aeven snccessful can- 
didates receiving 478. 473. 472. 472. 471. the other 348 and hia op|ionent 110. 
Ihtd. May 11. 1701. In the fall of 1702 It was noted that ** tho Frenteat 
urbanity was obsc>rved In the canvass'* for presidential electora~nid co:a|-reaa- 
men. Ibid, Nov. 3, 1702. For the gubernatorial election of 1790 then Is bo 
mention of the fact In the Dampshire Gasetto. 

(.17) See Appendix F. 

(."tS) The struggle «*as enlivened and likewise embittered by tho celebrated 
writings of **Laco" which were published In the Centlnel of Feb. 18, 21, 25, 
28. March 4. 7, 14. 21. 23. number 7 being omitted and nnmlier 10 being do* 
algned for numlier 3. They were reprinted as Ten Chapters In tbo LIfo of Jobs 
Ilancoek. New York, 18.'»7. Stephen Iltgglnson Is now generslly accredited with 
the authorship, aa Indeed be was then. Some person, however, wickedly sug- 
gested that "Laco** waa Samuel Adams: **Aa It la well known that this vcnsr- 
able gentleman has for a number of years held tho very language. In public and 
private conversation, aa appears In these places...'* Centlnel. March 18, 1789. 

(30) Amory (SoIUvsn, 1:250) asserts thst be withdrew In 1789. Tills Is pnib- 
sbly a mistake, for he received a fair support. The following yeSr— 1790— Us 
aupportrra dwindled again by nearly half: the vote for Bowdoln In 1787 bolag 
0.304: In 1789, 3.4.17; In 1700. 1,880. There are two Inaertlons In tho Centlaol. 
Msrch 27. 31, 1790, which mako It evldeat that In 1790 Bowdola did wttbdnv 
from tho csaTsao. 
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was the defeat of Lincoln by Adams which demon- 
strated to the federalists beyond cavil how great the 
power of Hancock was and how slightly federalistic 
ideas were held by the peoi)le. Confident in the * 
popularity of Lincoln they expected to carry the 
lientenant-govemorship and yet the reversal of the 
earlier attitude of the General Court ought to have 
^n/ served as a warning.**^ The campaign was not, on 
the surface, a strenuous one. It seems to have been 
agreed that **To remove the chief Magistrate will be 
impossible.. .Peace cannot, .be effected that way.** 
Hence to heal the breach, Adams was proposed.^ 
Nothing could be urged against Lincoln except that 
, **the Governor does not like [him].. and will not 
join with him to effect the publick good.**** 

Not only was the federalist party overthrown in 
the major contests but certain senators for whom 
they battled were defeated.** The people of M aaaa- 
N 1 chusetts separated carefully their. stat&.and-federal 
political, predilections at this time.^ They sawjio 
reason why their governor and state representatives 
should belong necessarily to the Federalist party. 



(40) Ibid. N<yT. S. B. 12. IS. 17B8. Ibid, Jan. 10. 14, 17. 21. 24, Feb. 11. 1789. 

(41) Ibid. Mftrch 18, 1780. Aa arrument wblch wu ftdTMCcd tn th« tam« 
paper doabOeaa had constderabla welipbt. It xcm asserted : "Bcaldea. ahoold 
|Ltac(>ln]...not obtain a re-election, be will be moat certalnljr prorlded for under 
the Feileral GoTernment.** Tbla pre«!lctlon was rerlBed, but It waa owlnc entirely 
to the aelf-Mcrlllclnf ffeneroeltj of Jonathan Jackson. See Amory: Svlllran, 
1:249. Bolh the leadlnir candidates for llentenaat-coremor were In strsltened 
clrcnmstancea bnt Samuel Adams conld not hope for faTora ftom the Federal 
gOTemment. 

(42) Centlnel. March 14. 1780. It la OTldent. bowerer. that the friends of 
Samnel Adama, now comprlalng the powerfnl Hancock party, were nssatlinc 
Lincoln by attackinc their old enemlea. For It la aald: **The scribblers la the 
partial [Maaaachniietta] Oasette and Chronicle... taaaert that Lincoln's] ftlends 
and associates are aristocrats. Ac, and that therefore, he onght to be sacrl> 
flced... Who are the Intlmatea at our St. Jamea'aY Are not some of them 
aliens... iBTeterate Tories... and others who have once borne anna acalnst their 
country r* IMd. 

(43) S. Breck to Knox. Boston. April 19. 1780. Knox M88. XXIII:100. 

(44) D. Cobb to Knox. Boston. Dec. 6. 1702. Ibid. XXXIII:30: '^Oor 
Elections this day are unanimous for the old Ktnir [Waahlnfton] 4k his aecuad,— 
partle Influence has had no effect on the Totes of the latter..." So thorou^ly 
dlaconrared were the federalists that their greatest hopcn were to effect a 
change In the Senate, for there were '*ln that branch too many of the family 
of the HeaestI (rsdlcsl democrata]: and the Insurgent spirit wss often too Tlslble 
In a majority of them.** Bnt thla only waa to be attempted If It could be ae- 
enmpllAed without ralalng the "electioneering Spirit." S. RIgglnaoo to Jtfha 
Adama, Boatoa, March 24, 1700. Am. Blat. Aaaa. Bep. I (1806) TTt. 
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They still desired economies in government, even, it 
would seeniy to refusing to pay the state debt lest 
tliere should be a large landed tax.^ The legislature, 
controlled by Hancock and his party, manifested an 
attitude of lively suspicion toward fancied encroach- 
ments on the part of tlie Federal government. Tlib 
whole result was decisive enough^ to shatter what- 
ever lingering hope the federalists might have for 
the present of carrymg the state in any fashion, to 
say nothing of ousting Hancock/^ For the latter, 



(43) 8e« •trlctvrM on the dUtaoDMtx of the IIoom la 
1790. Centtnel. March SO. On Majr S7. 1701. Hancock 
Court on the ral^cct of the state iMit and booeetj. Venr rreat credit 
flren hin for the atronc stand he took asala«t ratalni; moDej for slate 
b7 the not unoanal method of lotteries. Ibid. Uaj 28, 1701. la the 
of "▲svonptloa** the antlfcderal majorltj became a minority. Despite lae 
speech of Hancock tn which he discovered his partlcnlarlstle nttltade wkra te 
said. **I am not convinced of the pmprletj of the General Ooeeramimt'o oanam- 
tac to par the debt* of this Commonwealth without the reqacat or caaarwt af 
the Goremment** <CcBtlnel. Jane 2. 17D0). the people were so "damn aud aad 
almost ripe for anrthlnir" (9. Brt>ck to Knox. Boston. Jone 27. ITML Kaoa ICW. 
XXVi;87. See also same to same. Boston. AprU SS. ITOOi Ibli. XX¥I*Jt) 
that the Uooae ln<«tnicted their federal representatlees to work for aaaaaipthm 
by a rote of 8S to "ll. Centlncl. June 5. 1790. See also Ibid, Sept. 4. ITMl 
N. Gorham to Knox. Boston. Jan. 20. 1790. Knox MSS. XXV :1M: **The aatt- 
fcderallats rvrj senerslly circulated an Idea that the People win he aak jec t ed 
to a Tory heaTj ami perpetual Land Tax In consequence of It— taals la a amst 
powerful Rnirlne with which to work.** On Jan. 21st the Bonae by a eato af UT 
to 24 declaretl feileral offlce holders **8lmllar to those declared by the IMaas.] 
Coostitntloa llnrapahle of] holdlnir seata In the LeiBlalature...** BeraM aT 
fVerdom. Jaa. 29. 1790. See also Ibid. Jan. 22. Juae 8. 1790. A 
Massachnsetta purchase 400 ahares of capital stock la the Bank af 
States waa lost bj a fcreat majority, althouirh the arfumcnt la favar waa that 
It would be a pood check upon the Federal coTemmeat aad alaa "iWifallag 
the Influence belnjc placed amooc the Vatioaal Arlstocraay of the coaatiy.** 
Centlnel. June 15. 1790. It was even proposed that the alate leiclaiatara shoaM 
pay their owa fetleral seaatora and represeatatlreo aa fonaerly. Herald 
Frecflom. Maieh 12. 1790. 

(40) Lincoln carried Rssex. riymouth, Barnstable. Dukea and Xasitarkat, 
Hampslilre. and Berk<ditre countlea. He had lost Suffolk. York aad Cambsrlaai 
SBod only salaed the unimportant county of Dukes aad Kaatacket. The aalj 
two lance counties he csrrled w^re Essex and Hampshire. In tho formsr hli 
Tote waa scaled from 2.128 (la 178S) to 1.017— Adama lacreaalac hia fkuai 68 to 
9fi». It would aeem from the totala that the erstwhile laaurgeat-aatlfederallat fae^ 
tloa which, desertinc Ilsacock. cast orcr 8.000 Toteo for Warrea the prestoaa 
year, had aow returned to the Hancockonlan foM. Llacoia recelred 2Q.90€ votea 
la 1787; la 1788» 8.478. [Adame recelred S.483; Warrea. 8.157. la 178T.] Tka 
Tote for Adams la 1788 was 10.888. '*Nar." as a writer reamrked la tho eaaaa 
of a defense of Hancock In 1789. *'l8 there saeh asliEhty lacoaststeacj la vatiat 
for Mr. Gerry Unt sad Mr. Hsaeock this jow**-*' Hampahlra Gaaetta, May 1^^ 
1789. See also tMd for May 8. ^^/ 

<47) Yet how far from orpaaUcd the party er parties were la demoMtratcd \9 / 
such Itema as 'There are upwards of Forty Candidates for Klectors af Pvaal- 
d«*nt. Toter for. la the County of Worcester." Centlnel. Jaa. 8, 1789; ••for the«a | 
srats (la OnaicTess]...from present appearances there will be aearly 1.800 eaa- 
dldatco.** IbM. Sept. 8. 1789. A ••serious** writer fear daya earlier la the aama 
paper says: **It to ao woadcr. . .that Conrreas la so sreatly traduced aa It li... 
for there are alnao^t 50 new eaadldates for Federal Represeatatlees.** The Ot»- 
ttnet Aur. 28. 1790. says: 'There are almost Inaamerable caadldatea la thii 
state for Federal Bepreseotatlees.'* How llttU party aamea meant thca la ihawv 
by a recommendatloa of Heath aad Varaum. out aad aat aatifedenllala. wha ara 
nominated as bela« po^aexsed of «*real Federalism, trao RepahlicaataH aad arih- 
staatlal property...*' lUd. Dec. 17. 1788. Aad this. too. la the Ceatlacll 
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by his attitude toward Liacoln, gave that party 
clearly to nnderstand-^faat^ he was strong enough in 
Massachusetts to do whatever he pleased. As a 
matter of fact it is very possible he felt he had a 
just grievance against them in the presidential elec- 
tion of 1789.^ Whatever the agreement, and both 
sides felt a natural reluctance to air the matter, 
Hancock received not even tlie compliment of a soli- 
tary vote from l^Iassachusetts for either office. 

From that time until his death, cloaked with the 
glamor of his pretentious patriotism and popular 
virtues, he made a handsome figure-head for his 
ship of state. And the federalists, content to keep 
their hold on the state senate,*^ and thereby elect 
their own friends to the United States Senate despite 

<4S) It Is prdbable^-Jndfrlng from Hancock*! well known chnracterlstlcs— tbnt 
he. knowing tte impoHlbtUtj of belnc elected earlj In the fall, bepan to wreak 
hfa rcnireance on Lincoln, who was a genuine fetlerallst and napported bj what 
were called bj tbelr opponents <the whilom Amendment federalists, who were the 
lari:er portion . of the Hancockonlan party) the "hlRb flying FederalUts** (see 
Amorj: Snillran. I:22S). What was known earlj to Hancock soon ' bcf an to 
be apparent to other otMerrers. Jack«on to Knox, Boston. Dec. 21, 17S8. Knos 
MSH. XXI1I:43: "fnun the appcarann* of the Porsons that will be chosen 

Electors. I should donbt whether Mr. H will be Elected V:P **- Certalnlj 

his persccntlun of Lincoln anpercd the fotlerallsta. As It Is fair to assnme, Han- 
cock would not liare done this had he any hopes for federnltstlc support It must 
haTe been done In a spirit of petty rcrence. A letter of Jackmn to Knox. Jsn. 
7. 1789. (Knox MSD. XX 111:00) Nc<«m« to |io!nt thin way: **I h«'lli'Te there la no 
doubt who will be presUlent and Vice — people talk pretty loud and open that 
Mr. J. A. mu»t & will be the man for V-...but you may Im assured that the 
other person (Haocock] will stand no chance — If It was merely his want of 
health It «'onld be suinclent. . .the breach botwoon him and the Lt. Or. grows 
>. wider and wilder...** The only actual account of the barsain Is the well known 
^letter of King to Knox. Klus: King. 1:319. It Is possible that the federalUts 
bcllcTe«1 tbem»elres ab«olTed from tlirlr agreement by the entrance of Virginia 
Into the union. Further by supporting him at the polls that spring (1788) tbej 
llkewlae may bare bellered that they bad acquitted themselres handsomely. Han- 
cock's next more would be to solicit support as ▼lce>prosldent and that the federal- 
lata declined. If so their refuaal would have angered Hancock, who proceeded 
to Tent hla wrath on Lincoln. 

(411) The best example Is the lengthy struggle over the first election of United 
Sistes senators. Calvb Strong was easily elected. The House persisted In send- 
ing op C. Jarrls twice, only to hare the Senate non-conenr. Then the House 
sent up N. l>ane. lie was not acceptable to the Senate who aent ilown Dalton. 
The Ilouae, after a struggle, accepted the dictation by the upiier House. Cen- 
tinel. Nor. 22. SO. 178& Vet the quostlon was primarily not that of party, bat 
of the classes In the state to be reprt>sented. Caleb Strong — from Northampton-^ 
represented the landed Intereat and It was necessary to hare the other aenator 
repn*sent the commercial Interest. Ibid. Nor. 5, 1788. Tbere does not acea 
to be a party qneatlon aeain In 1700 when electing a auccessor. Dalton. IMd, 
June 23. 30. 1700. In 1700 the Senate bad Ita way again by refusing to ratify 
the choice of the Honae. Centlnel, Jane 11. 15. 1700. The federallam of the 
Senate Is Indlcstcd by the answer to the acting goreraor*B (Adama) apeeeb In 
the winter of 1701. Ibid. Feb. ft. 1704. See action of the House In respect to 
this reply (Ibid. Feb. 8, ST04) and tbelr answer to the Goremor (Adama) Jane 
T. 1704. Ibid. Jnne 11. 1704. Their reply, on February IStli. li In IMd, Feb. 
28, 17M. 
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the struggles of the democratic house, ^ided th eir 
time, convinced after repeated failures that any 
^*^sign'' to supplant Hancock in the steadfast affeo-^ 
tion of the people, ^ **must prove abortive/*" So 
far then as state parties were concerned, there was 
but one, and that dominated by Hancock, who stood 
strongly for stato sovereignty," in which attitude 

<50) Centliiel, Oct. t. 179S. Tbe onlj oppodttoB which Bsncoek was calM 
QptNi to eDcountcT flaev Bowdola*s meam abowlnff la ITDO was «▼«« Wat fWmid- 
aUe. In 1783 G^R7 waa nontlnated for froTenor. CmtlDel. March t. 6. •, IS. 
SO. Hc» farrd eren worw. heiajr defeated bj 18.225 to 887. l^cra fa aoaa evi- 
dence that Gerrj was flBallctoniilr pot op bjr hta cnaalea. Ibid. March 2. IT81^ 
In the Hampshire Gasette for March 27. 1793. a correspoodent wntca: *«a few 
jeara alnce oor present ft oiteuor resigned... on... aceoant [of 111 health] lot- 
wlthstandlnie. we were oo nnrrasonabte aa to vote him In attain... It looka aa 
tbo' we bad a design npon his health, and were determined to kill htaa... Soch 
treatment of a Kemo wonld ralaa a great clamor... For ahaoM waj coontrTncs 
...how onreasonahle and cmel 70a are!** Tbe cause for this fsreat ooildtnda 
orer Hancock's falllnie health la the desire oT the writer to elect 8am««l PhlUpa 
ror e mor (alnce he attachea that name to the end of the article). Sea alao Ct»> 
tinel. March 8. 1788. 

(51) Ibid. Feb. 14. 1788. ' ^ 

(52) Hancock** Tanlty rather than princlplea— It wonld acem— led hUa to 
atrike thia attltnde on crcrr possible opportunity. His behavior 00 the occaskm^ 
of the Tialt of Waahlngton Is a irood example of this Inordinate derclopacnt. 
HIa anzletj to mspnifj the atate was bccsose of the fact that ho waa at Its 
head and this a««amptlon of soperlorltj was properly rebnked hj Washlncton. 
See. c. g., Hancock's two well contrtred letters larltlnir Washlnfftoo to stsy 
with him. Spsrks: Correspondence of the Rerolutlon, IV:288'291. Th£LAttcnpt 
of the fcclerallitu to arold an open mptnre with Hancock la evident by their 
treatment of thIa Inddeot. Hkero la no mention of It In the newapapcrs at tha 
time, except for one rather broad hint In reply to some threat of tb« *'Haa-> 
enckonlans.** Masa. Gasrtte. Nor. IG. 17S9. See C (^ore'a slgnlScant letter to 
KlnK la reference to thfo newspaper writer and the Incident. Boston, !>•«. S, 
ITfSl. KInr: KInr. 1:989: alao soe the direct statement of F. Amea to T. 
Dwlpht. Boston, Oct. 21, 1788. ITorks. pt. I. p. 73: samo to same. Boatoa. Oct. 
30.- 1789. Ibid. p. 74. See. howerer. Drake: Old Laadmarka of Middloacs, 
1^ 14-1S. Gorbams* aasertlon here most be qnestloned, first, bec s asa the denial 
la evidently written for.. that very purpose; further. (Sorbam waa a friend af 
Hancock and a member of tbe Council and no irreat friend to Bowdoln and the 
federalists. Tfesldev the direct sad coatemporary erldcnce la oTvwhdmlncly 
airotnst Gerham*a contention. Gerry to KInc. Boaton, May 27, 1788. Ktar: 
Kins. 1:100. And dually. Hancock" a ruae of Ill-health had been worked thread- 
ban* befAre thta. 8. Brrck to Knox. Bo«ton. Fob. 1. 1788. Knox MS8. XX 1 11:80: 
**Gorcmor Hancock mnalns very alck. 4k I believe will continue ao. imtll ttia 
General (Government la net In motion—** SC. HIchbom to Kaos, 
March .'V. 17S8. Knox MSS. XXIII :123: **lIancock Is yet sick bat 1 
aa I expected he would be 00 the election of Adama...(as] Tlca 
Kererihelesa Hancock did recover sufllclently to Inrita John Adams *'to take a 
ooU oat at his house on the dsy of his departore" for the seat of tha Federal 
roremment. Jacksnu to Knox. Boston. March 22. 1789. Knox MSA. XXII 1:188. 
See for other Infonaatten rernrdlnf Hancock'a curiously convenient mncaa. 
Harding: Fed. Oonatltntlon In Maas., p. 85. and above Ch»p. 2. note ST. Han- 
cock's vsnity waa admitted even l^r his friends. 8. Breck to Knox. Baalon. 
Feb. 7, 17D0. Knox MSS. XXV:127: •'Hancock has been not a Mttle dlsplcaaed 
with you In conaeqnence af some letter you hsve lately written him In jmar 
OSIclal (Character, te which I believe he thiaka waa not cxpreased rcapcctfhlly 
enoufh to the 8rst Kaglatrato of this O>mmoowealth — ** Bancock'a eenalatant 
opposition to the Federal icovemment actoally ellclta a veiled rehuko tnm tha 
clersyman who delivered the annual election aennon In 1781. Bobhlaa. O.. " 
May 23. 1781. pu 4IL Bla refnaal to slim tha set flrinr tha "light f 



Congress** Is qnlto ta nccordsnco with his gcneml posltlas. & Brack to Kms. 
Boston, Jnna 21. 1780. Knox MSB. XXTI-.8r. 
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he was in cordial agreement with his lieutenant-gov- 
ernor, Samuel Adams, to whom the leadership was 
to fall at his death, October 8th, 1793.^ 



(58) Sm ft ureasUc picc* ta tlM Omttad— Mareb •, ITM coaceratog Adamt' 
foriretruUi«w of his oft repeated l«J«ictto« **TOUtlMi In ofltee** sliice be blauelf 
had becm to elt tn tha hlcb placea. 
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CHAPTER VL 

THE FRENCH REVOIiUTION AS VIEWED BY THE PSOPIA 
IN MASSACHUSETTS. 

With keen interest and sympathy America was 
closely watching the events in France which were 
transforming, as they too fondly believed, an ancient 
despotism into a republic. And when the news of 
the great success of the French armies in the fall 
and winter of 1792 was brought to this country, a 
great wave of universal enthusiasm swept the land.^ 
Even sober-minded New England caught the con- 
tagion which broke out in Boston and vicinity in the 
shape of public entertainments in which all classes 
of citizens participated.* These "civic feasts" in- 
augurated a reign of follies and extravagances in 
thought, speech and custom, on which, however, the 
sobering and startling news of the execution of 
Louis XVI put an effectual damper.* That date 
may be taken as the time when opposition to this 
delusive frenzy for everything French began to crys- 
tallize,^ to openly contend for the honor of America 



(1) These were but the calmlDatloo of the mowth of InttfeoC, 
offlclal notice had been takes In 1790 of the French locceMea. On 8cptemb« 
tith of that jtmr the Ilooae appointed a committee which, whca Joined with 
mombera of the Senate, ahoold prepare «b addreaa to the National Aenemhlr 
of France "expreaalTo of the satlsfactloo they havo felt om tho ptngre M oC 
the Rerolntlon In that coontry.*' Centlnel, Sept. 18. ITMl 

(3) See Appendix O. ^ 

(3) "The newi of the Klnc'e death... (replaced] that jof. nnd aatlaf action... 
In Booton (with] a frowning fadneaa...npon the browa of aome...a coM... 
salnte aocceeded to the warm embrace which Frenchmen had been wont to 
recelTo. and In a irreat Tarletj of Inatancee, I waa shnnned..." Thia pleco wan 
•opposed to be written hj a "Frenchman" In the Ind. Ch.. Dee. tt, ITiS. Dr. 
Tai>paa was accused of writing the followlnir extract which tho Independent 
Chronicle took fmm **The Tme Briton"— a London paper— aald to have been 
written by "a professor In the UnlTersity In Cambrldce In New England...*' 
"Tho French caose was popnlar In thJa coontry before they mnrdered tho mlli 
Louis XVI. The deed Is nnlTersally execrated. Bis death, and the athotstlcal 
sentiments ottered and applanded In their OonTentton, havo loot them tho 
esteem and rood wlahea of all the commonality of North Amerlcn." Dr. Tannaa 
denied havlnf written It In Ibid. May 25. 17W. ^^ 

(4> Am. ApoUo^ March 22. 17M. from the Am. Dally AdTortlaar. "It ban bo- 
como Tvry common, amonc oor well-bom. the King's men, arlstocratp and silica 
bearers, to depredate tho principle of liberty and aqnallty. bscanaa aoao 
temporary excesaeo have taken place In Franco." Tho rift In tho into Is 
liJ the algnlflcant emphasla aeen In a pamgmph finaa tho Independent 
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and to sharply remind Americans that patriotism 
mnst b^in at home. To increase and strengthoi 
this attitude of the i)eople nothing, on the whole, 
contributed raore than the zealous activities of the 
dergy after they awoke to the exceeding danger, to 
country and to religion, of this excessive ardor.* 

The lack of r^ection and judgment by the people 
in general, indeed the extent of their blind enthus- 
iasm, evinces itself clearly in their unhesitating ac- 
ceptance of a movement whose inspiration and mov- 
ing forces were summed up in the gn^eat watch words 
— ^Liberty, Equality, Fraternity. 

The first indeed they knew and prized. But the 
development abroad soon led them to look askance at 
this conception of it as savoring more and more of 
sanguinary executions, of madness rather than 
reason, and of the rule of a murderous mob. 

The idea of equality,* it is true, had been gener- 

Chnmldc of Amr. 8» 17M. Ob Ang. 5th urlTcd Ia OomoMc, th« FrcMh 
fMgmtiu *Tb» hXXIa, wbarrcs aad mmmj mi tiM b oo w i c«HniiuiBdlat a t1«w... 
wtN cafvcnd wltk tte dtUcn. almMt all oC wfeom Urtlflcd bf tlMir 1od« ae> 
cUmatkNis aad buxas. ..IthHr] pIcaBar«...at aectat tba flnt ahl^ ttmm otf 
MendM tb« GaUle rcpabttcaai. . •** 

fS) Thi« ardor for France aad th« ricbta of man penetrated trca ta tlia 
wUda of Ohio. A. Wajae to Kaox. West BraMb of Miami. Nor. 15. ITSt. 
Knox MSS. XXX1V:149: "Th« aame banefnl LesTMi. wblcb baa been and la ret 
fermcatlnf (ta the Atlantic Statea)...baa aloQ been famentlnir In tbia Lcctoo. 
from the moment of m7 landing at Hoboona Cbolee. Tlie rigbta of mam, baa 
been beld np aa a critertcn. etea of Mllltarj Goremmcnt. Attempta bava 
frrqnentlj been made to erade 4 disobey ordcra, nnder Tarlona 4 nnwortby 
prelexta Jb Idle qntblea, unknown at anj period before that tima. In the L^lon 
...to ancb a pitch waa this doctrine carried that a crlats when we bad scarcely 
a Gnard 4 relief... when some yoong Gentlemen were refused a farloogh, 
thej offered their realrnatlon Jb prepared to depart without any farther cere- 
mony... I... ( verily] believe... the neglect on the part of the contractoro waa 
canaed by...(thst] many headed monster.** 

(6) Emmons. K. Franklin. May •. 17BS. **It appeara...that a good corem- 
ment equally tends to restrain from tyranny and lerellam. . . [p. 14. j that 
liberty and equality are laaeparably connected. . .la one of the moat wild and 
abaurd (iientlmenta)...lt la a Tlolatloa of the lawa of nature and religion... 
(p. 15.] (It U a] Utopian adieme of... our InSdel eaemlea...*' (p. M.] Bztract 
from rres. Fitch's adilre«a at the first commencement at Wllllama college^ 
Sept. 2,- 17M: '*lf...we follow the ghostly Phantom of Liberty and equality, 
wblch atalked from the Pandemonium of the Jacoblna. with cyea darting fury, 
and hands dipt In the blood of more than half a million, we ahall aee the aanw 
tragic aeenea of devaatatlon, bloodshed and horror... In... our country." Maan 
Mercury, Dec. 4. 1795. The French conception of these two Ideals waa thus 
ridiculed: ''Liberty, auch aa the Ftaherwomen of Parte enjqyed when they 
treated a Queen of France, like a ptastltute...aad Equality, such as n La 
Oendee and Couterte(slc] could boast, when the butcber'a stall of tbe one, and 
brewer's drsy of tbe other were In a Keeolutlenaiy gersmmsnt, on a level with 
the throne." Brookfleld Advertlasr. Dec. 16^ 1TB5. From the Farmer'a Weekly 
Muaeum. A good example of the many sarcastic attache on **Bquallty** can 
be foond In tbe Amertean Apollo. Aug. SO, I7M. Bee alao Kirkland. J. T., Oration 
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ated by the Revolution to some extent^ As thb 
notion developed into an alarming principle in 
Sliays* Rebellion — ** levelling" — it became odious to 
men of rank and property as well as to the ordinary 
conservative citizen. Except for the '"furions 
democrats*'* and the politicians of that party, the 
dictum of Jolm Adams in regard to the necessity of 
distinctions in well ordered governments* was of 
common acceptance. Ninety-eight out of every 
hundred, as they were at the beginning of the 19th 
century, these descendents of conservative English- 
men had a wholesome regard and respect for those 
whose tradition it had been to be the leaders and 
guides of their community, whether ministers or 
gentry. Yet it was no debasing relation, this; for 
democratic equality of man and man was in the town 
meeting and even the minister depended upon his 
parishioners for continuance in office. Whatever 
its faults, this system bred a race of leaders and 
statesmen who possessed a high sense of respon- 
sibility and unselfish duty to the highest interest 
of their constituents. .Even the great leaders of 
the later Republican party in Massachusetts, dem- 
ocratic as they proclaimed and thought themselves 
to be, believed thoroughly "in all proper distinctions 
between the Poor and the Rich."^* Jacksonian De- 



...in Hurrard Colleire, Joly 10. ITOa. pp. 0>7. Sm tlto 
Dishabille, Liberty und Equality; A Satire;*' Salem Gaaettc, ScpL 26. 17»T. 
from the Farmer'a Weekly Mnaeom. Alao Z, Swift to D. Daggett. PhSla., 
K©T. H, 1794. Proc. Am. Antlq. 8oe. N. 8. IV (1885-7) WS. — 

(7) The nottoD howercr oocouiitered atlff oppoaltlon. Warren: Blat. oC tk« 
Am. Retolutloa, 111:359: **The aasomptlon of an appropriate rank waa dto- 
gttttlni; (to the artatocraU] In a set of men (otncera of the Brrbtatloaaiy ■rayj 
who had nxMt of th«»m been taken from mechanic employmenta. or tbo wdbm 
ocenpatlona of afsrlcultore...** See alao J. EUot. Dec 7. 1782. Belknap Papen, 

Maaa. Blat. Soc. Coll.. Gth Ser.. Ill: pt. III. p. UO. '"So many of onr 
officers were made gentleman npon going Into the army... that they had rnth« 
consider twice than submit to a metamorphoala.*' 

(8) The Centlnel. Jan. 26. 1703. annoanced--for this waa tte holgbt of tk« 
French frensy->*«To Impress on the tender minda of the rising generatloaa tho 
precept of Equal Liberty... all the Youth of thla town (Boatea]. wetn paradai 
in Bute Street, in ranka; between which a Cart was drlren. from whcMO 
AND EODAUTY***^*^ * ^^* ^*^*' Impwttod with the wolds *UBBBTT 

ifLh ^ft"* *• *• ^^^ ^- ''•• ^Prt* '•• ^'W*- Works. IX:86«. 
(10) S. Adama to John Adams. Joly, 1783.' S. Adama M8S.. K. T. Pnhile 
Library. Alao B. Ocrry to S. Adama, July 17. 1788. Concerning tkn eata^ 
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mocracy was more than a quarter of a century away 
in New England. 

The last of the sacred trilogy was equally repug- 
nant Ridicule made short work of its extravagant 
manifestations. The ^'fraternal kiss" and the ''fra- 
ternal hug" were so foreign to the undemonstrative 
New Englaiider as to excite his unbounded derision 
and contempt. Yet so thorough was the approval of 
the French Revolution in its early stages that the 
Centinel in its issue of June 23rdy 1792, made the ex- 
traordinary announcement that there is ''a plan of 
raising a body of American Voluntiers to embark as 
soon as possible for France. .The Legislature of 
Massachusetts, would do themselves immortal 
honor, by being the first to provide [**for the sup- 
port and transportation of these Patriotic Volun- 
teers."]." This proposal was received with calm- 
ness and aroused no opposition, although nothing 
seems to have actually been done. 

Throughout the summer of 1792, and especially in 
the fall, disquieting rumors and accounts of excesses 
were received chiefly through English sources. Still 
the Centinel, the federalist organ, asserted on Octo- 
ber lOth: **We have avoided.. the falsehoods and 
absurdities of the English paners — Though we have 
not a favorable opinion of the Paris moh we yet 
think them incapable of driiiking the bottled blood of 
the Swiss. . "and on November 7th it stoutly affirmed 
that **NOT WITHSTANDING the late excesses of 
the Republican party in France the cause of the 
French is still that of humanity — is still the cause 
of freedom." 

'''^With the beginning of the next year came the 

*' Civic Feasts," which marked the height and the 

. end of the harmonious attitude towards France 

k Ushnicot of • thffttr* *«admlt(tlBff3 of aflrawncBtt wblcb all mty partak* te 
1 without tbe dettr^lBf tlio aeccMarr dlttlnctkn of rank." IM4. 
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which had prevailed in all ranks of society and 
shades of political belief. Henceforth this question 
was to di\nde the people politically, socially and oven 
to some extent religiously, until the end of the Fed- 
eralist ])arty in Massachusetts. The proclamation 
of neutrality** gave the country the opportunity of 
settling the question once for all whether Americans 
were to be more loyal to France than to their own 
country. The emphatic answer of the towns," in 
^lassachusetts as elsewhere, to the efforts of the dis- 
loyal in the Boston town^meeting** silenced them for 
the time being at least 
\\Tiile the mission of Genet^* had brought trouble 

(11> It wa« a ^mtrr nf rraT« coBriYn to th« f<«denilfliit writers bow t» BMt 
the rtiarre of IneralUvde burled ftralnst the mited State* f«r deell«lBff *t» 
take op arma In behalf of ber allj. Prance. Waa It not a dlsin«cefal r e p fon cb 
to America, thin reloctance to aid France la ber hour of ^reat aeedT RccoOact 
ber nnaelfliibnefia la oar Rerolntlon— dM abe not enter Into a rreot war ter 
the t^ake of liberty and the lore riie bore na? Socb were the d t mocr a tic 
ehlmet which ranc Inceaaantlj- At earlx aa May a certain **Neater" attcavtci 
to prore that France was actuated at that time aolcly Iqr nelflA metlrea. 
rooreoTfT that abe tried ber bent **to deprire na of the flsbery. of an «|m« 
recomltlon of our lmle|ien<k>nce by Rrltaln. and of a larpe part of tbo tcnl- 
torr w« now po<a(*«a. We know aim. that the boaated lo«n of money mndo 
to nt...waa far from bt^toir a lerataltaoaa act... It waa do«a on Intercatcd 
mottre« and the terma were anrrawtoable and bard upon na.*' Oentlnel, MiF 
18. 1793. See a1«o ibid. Joly 31. Anc. 14. 17. 17«3. Howerer tme tbia aO 
was It roa«1e no rreat IropreaMon nntll the French, eaeer to destroy tba ajra- 
pathy for Loals XVI. and the ancient rcrlroo. publlabcd docnmivta |«oTlnc 
concla«lTr1y bow thormiirhly m^lflab the Coort of France waa In tbo balp 
rrantcd to the Americana. The French leadera prored tbenmelTcn qnlto too 
astute: they had oTrrreacbed tbemselTea badly and rratitndo waa m€ m 
popular a theme henceforth. Ibid. Anir. 24. 1793. See also Ibid. FMk. 2d. ITM. 

(12> Many were the tomoa which roanlfcitted by formal actfcm of tbo citlwai 
their **appmhatloo and inatltnde (to the Frealdent] for bla parwtal cnio... 
and the timely ami prudent mearares which he hath adopted, for tbo pence and 
happiness of the pco|>1c orer whom be presidea...** (Centlnel, Sept. 18» 1793.) 
but alsa declared their liveliest res«>ntment towarda those **wlcked and na- 
princlplod men (who] had endearored to slander tbo citlaena of tbo Unltod 
8tato« by declartns that they were opposed to tho princlplea and coadnct 
enjolneil In tlie late proclamation of our tlluatrtooa President, and by aiorrtlu 
that tim Intonflons of the American people did not accord wltb tbo c on duci 
of the Federal rorcmment.** (IMd.) For acvounta of tho towns seo CcntteeL 
llSi ^* ^"''^ ^' ^^* *• '' *^' ^' **• ^ *'• ^^^ T, 14, 18. H, Oct. 11, ». 

(13» Amofy: Sulllran. l:»ft. 

f14) Vntlouhteilly G«*net*a astonlshtnir forpet fulness of bla placo and tbo 
respi^t flite to the United Statet helped materially to abate tbo bitbert* 
:21II'**' *r*' '** rrtnce. See the Ccntlnel. July 21. Auft. 14. 17. 21, 24, Sept. 25. 
J2r* ."*''* T' ^^*^ •** "**• I^^lPht. Boaton. Anr.. ITM. Worka. pC. 1, p. 129: 
The t€min Is leas frenchlfl«^ than It waa. CItlsen Genet la oat of credit...** 
^— *'*".'!^r*'**'*''^ attack upon him Is to be found In tbo Centlnel. Sept. 11. 
17M: ••\ou eaccrly attache.1 yoon^clf to the disiffectcd and depraTrd...a faction 
of drap<Tado«*«...wbo will as readily Join you In an open rebellion amlnat tbo 
roTvrnment of ReoTen, aa aralnst that of their country. If your ezlatlnc FtaMekr 
can rnrnlsh another als mfllion of Urres to be Judiciously diatriboted...'*. 8so 
?j!!SJSi ^' 15 ?"»•«• •». >7?l3: M«rcury. Sow. 1». 1793. In tbo Independe«t 
2^1. ..-f"? .Jr ^""■*L ^^ 'xiwted bnt no leas aurprialng defeacca te bcbalT 
of tbIa ••mad Sionslew.** See o. g., Jan. «, S. 17M. 
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and embarrassment upon the country at large 
' Massachusetts herself suffered during this year 
from a nmnber of high-handed and vexatious acts 
of the French and their adherents. Indeed it would 
seem that the latter sought to inaugurate a reign of 
terror, on a minute scale indeed, but enough to 
cause apprehension and to provoke a growing 
amount of resentment. 

Early in August the frigate La C oncorde arrived 
i n Boston after participafing^in the^gTonous re- 
ception of Oenet by the "citizens and citesses" of 
Philadelphia. Attached to her main mast was a 
placard gibbeting there the names of ** eleven of our 
citizens ... of the utmost respectability in town 
[who] were denounced ... as aristocrats, un- 
friendly to the French Revolution and averse to 
having American citizens enter on board French 
privateers.*'** This very suargestive French custom 
was not at all relished. The joke, if such it was, had 
gone too far. A nmnber of indignant citizens went on 
board demanding that the offensive black list be 
removed instantly. The officers of the frigate com- 
plied with this demand at once, offering at the same 
time profuse apologies and declarations of their 
ignorance of the perpetration of the deed." In addi- 
tion outrageous events occurred which must have 
alienated any citizen who had the slightest feeling 
for his country's honor and sovereignty. That same 
month a reirularlv French commissionedjirivateer, 
the Rolandt,"^aptured an English vessel, the Grey- 

(15) CrnittDcl. Avr. lA. 1798. 

(10) Ibid. !■ tlN» fame U^n9 a madi ineniMd wrtttr eommrats: **Wh«B I 
uw • |vropbetl« tntimatloii In jinr lMt...th«t we might toon expect to h«T» 
Mnne of ntir owa eltlRr^w dcaoiuired hj « JaooUn Club, or In the Jacobin mode; 
I little thoofsht tbnt ^ivdlcttna wooUl be rerlfled In tho mi mo week. Bat tbo 
JaooMn partr tn t'Torr cmmirr. are to ardent, and arc In tbe habit to •titnurlj 
of marchin? to the tone of On Ira... that, oren hero thcr s^ai to proMcvto 
with n* mneh facllltr and expedttlmi a«...ln Parln...** 

(17) ThU had not bees th« flmt excitement ot«t tho preaenco of "FrcBch" 
prUatrcra o|teratlnff from Amrrtcan porta and manned largely Iv Americana, 
for anch a Tcaoel was dtted out In C^ariettoii'n In Jnlj. Centlnel. Jnlx 27. ITttS. 
te accordance with tbo reaolatloM of a meeting of mcrcbanta on Jnlf St. 
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hoiind, and brought it into Boston." In accordance 
with the proclamation of neutrality, four Americans 
belongiuic to this French commissioned vessel irere 
arrested.'^ Tlie^attempt of a deputy-marshal to 
serveJjifi-^'rit from the United States CireuirCourt 
Torthe Eastern District, was forcibly prevented by 
the commanding office r of the L a Concorde and 
he was kept a pfisouer for nearlyTlif ee days and 
uights; and finally the Greyhound was most auda- 
ciously removed under the guns of that man of war.** 
Indeed it was only after this vessel sailed, months 
later, that the federal officers were able to carry out 
the orders of the court." In the meantime Hancock 
had **the two prizes of the Rowland seized."** The 
instigator of this impudent interference with the 
American court and the nullifying of its orders was 
the French vice consul for Boston, Duplaine.** He 
was^rrested, but the grand jury after three at- 
tempts, although the last failed through the obstin- 
acy of one juror only, was unable to bring in a true 
bill.*^ The President, however, took away his ex- 
equator.r^espite the clamors of the ** American 
Jacobins," Dannery, who had already superseded 
the indicted consul, unmindful of Genet's fiasco, had 
the bad taste to write a spirited protest to Samuel 
Adams against the dismissal.*' This brought forth 



(IMi!. Jnlr 24.) and m tmni mcH^tinir oa 3n\y 20. (IhM, Jolj XT.) to . 
the flttlni; ont of this vappoved French priTtteer— which had alrMdy oolkd 9m 
the 2inh— It was a**erted that It had retnraed and landed Its atoreo. •'It la vctt 
known.'* comments a writer Id the latter paper. **thst anothar 'prlratcer. ttm^ 
mtPslooed by the French nation, hath been l.rlnf In Kantaakct road Bert tlMB ■ 
week.- See also Ibid. Jnlr 27. Ang. 19, ITW. 
Km Aroorr: SuUlTaa. 1:280. 

(19) Centlnel. Anr. 24. 1793. 

(20) IMd. IVc. 21. ITKt 

(21) Ibid. The ManUian of the Dtatrlct repeatedlj applied to tha Ftaack 
captain to withdraw his men. bnt "he produced the etdars eC Mr. ItavlatMb Oir 
his Jostlflcatlua and rrmsi*d to complj...** 

(22) Ibid. Anir. 28. 31. ITU. 

(23) Ji'ffersoo orders C Gore. U. 8. Attorney for Massachnsotta. to haTO tMi 
Frtwh cnoicnl arrenti^d since by express clanaea In the conanlar coanntlSB 
with (Vance lie la "liable to arrest. Imprisonment, and other ponlshmeata cm 
*"'*i*"*'" "***■•• *«^- *• l'**- Wrltln^a. Memorial Ed. IX;215^ 

(24) Centlnel. Nor. C, 10. Dec. 18. 17M. It waa eharccd bf tho f ei 
that the jury was packed by the Const Itntkwal Onb. 

(23) Ihid, Not. U. 17W3. 
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many severe strictures against the vice consuli and 
also demands to know ** whether the incendiary pro- 
ceeding's of the ConsiiL.has met his [Adams'] 
most pointed indignati^in.*^ 

The partisans of both sides busied themselves with 
gathering statistics^ more or less closely based on 
facts, Mud interviewing ship master and owners, in- 
Migated thereimto by the self-respecting and pat- 
riotic duty of attempting to prove which nation, 
France or England, was treating the United States {/ 
with tlie gi'eater #*.ontempt.^ But the English sym- 
pathizers, aided perhaps by the larger inventive 
faculty, had the better of the argument, especially 
when Ine crew of the ** Citizen Genet pirate*' ** rob- 
bed and cruelly beat" Captain Henderson of Salem, . 
just off the coast of Massachusetts.^ 
The topic which was singled out for the greatest 
^yvimomiX of attention amid all these other excitements, 
I was tie agitating news of thp proposed formation 
I of a branch of the Jacobin clubs, or, better perhaps, ^ 
\ the Democratic Societies. It was organized under 
I the somewhat misleading, but euphonious title of 
l^he Constitutional Club.^^ The alarming rumor was 
• bruited about in August that **we are to have a club 
.upon the true Jacobin principles, .under the spec- 
ious name of the Democratic Society. .These and 
suoh like apprehensions disturb the minds of many 



(20) Ibid: iilM soe tlie Am. Apollo. Not. IS: Centloel. Dec. 4, 8, 25. 179S. 
tiM 1a«t fmin tli«> W<*iit«Tii Star. Sw alxo Ibid and Ind. Cb.. Jaa. SO, 1794. for 
• charactrrlntlc democratic attltnde towanl thla affair and • defeaaa of Adamt. 

(37) Tbia patnc wa« In full awlnr Iqr June. See tbe Ontlnel. Juno 29. alao Aug. 
27. Not. 2. 1«. ITKl. 

(28) Ikwton r«Nlfrallat« note the enrloaa fact **That all the Captalna of 
American Vca«c1« wlio hare receWed ln«ult« and ootrares from the Brltlih 
cmfaerA. al'mild be thA.4e niio hare arrlred In Philadelphia and New York." 
Ibid. July 20. 1703. The anthentlcltj of unch la acTcreljr doubted and the charg* 
made tbat "rcrf fern-... of thcae complaints (airalnst the Britlah] haTa bten 
attevted to: and Mme...are known to be the fabrications of certaki earwift, 
and dopcndcnia on the French minletcr.'* Ibid. Not. 2, 1793; see also IbM, 
April 19. 17M. 

(29) Ibid, Not. 2. 18. 1793. aee Ibid. Not. B. for an ontrapeoos act committed 
by the La C\»ncorde aralnat Capt. lliller In Boatoa barbor. 

(30) Amorj: tfnIllTan. 1:273. 
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good citizens. "•* And many good citizens, espe<dally 
the leading ones, possessed of undemocratic senti- 
ments, were destined to be unpleasantly disturbed^ 

for the next year or so by these noisy and effectively \ 
organized politicians. These societies occupied the \ 
attention of excited newspaper writers to such an ( 
extent that there are few issues of the Columbian 
Centinel during 1794, which do not denounce in un- 
measured terms this ''chain of clubs.. from Maine 



t ItorcflDlMr f 
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(31) Cootlwl. Anir. T. 179S. It U erM^mt that beforr the «ad 
tkc Clyb U oiTMilifd. Mam. Mcrrarr. Nor. 29. ITBS; Ccntlorl, N 
Id Jamuy Its principle and coosUtotloo are pabHited. Isd. Cli.. 
ITM. 

<32) Am. Apolkk. Oct. 9. 1794. 8e« tha Maaa. Mmvwt. Kot. 29. 1798: **tlM 
lNi*In<«a of this noctarnal club will be to donooBce dtlsona. pack Jarica. aboae 
iNK-crnmcBt. Inatnirt con^cas and for «a|;ht we know, erect OaillotiaM.** (AO 
tbeae prophlcica cxc«i»t the last were llterallj folftllcd. Bee Centinel, K«v. 
90. 1793.]. The Centloel. Jan. 1. 1794. quotes a report bj tka Maasacbnaetta 
lerl'latare March 22t1. 1784. which dcnoanced **8elf-created Societies*' (In that 
ca»e It was the Society of the Cincinnati), nalni; lanjraaire which exactly flttafl 
the present sltnatif^n. For other crltlctams see Ibid, Maj 31, Anf. 20. Ans. 2T 
(on the Anrll Club). "Manilas** attacks the Clab In a aeries of artlclca, 
which scTon In nnniber with an extra, (erldcntlj orljrtnally printed to tha 
Greenfield Gaiettr) are In the Contlnel. Sept. 3. 0. 10. 13. 17. 90. 24, 2T, 
1794. It was published aa a pamphlet Uct. 15, 1794. The laterferenea of tha 
Boston Clnb tn politics was marked by an Incident which railed their oppo a eata 
excesslTelT as well as showetl a plain lack of respect and coolldenca In thair 
Ominessman. Tbe resolutloas of the town meetlnf on May 12t1i oa tha 
Embarso (See Centinel. May 14. 1794) were sent by the towa clerk William 
Oioper. a stroni: d«*mocrat. to the VIrrlnIa represeotatlres mid not to their aiwa 
Oonirressman. See Ibid. May 2S, 31 and Sept. 10, 1794. The effectlreaeaa ^ 
the dob is shown by this town meeting mhlch easily carried resolntlona la 
faror of the Embargo, despite tbe objections of 8. IllirslBson. H. O. Otia and 
J. C. Jones. Amory: SolllTsn. 1:291. See alao "Mercator** la Ccatinel. May 10. 
14. 1794. who opposes the EnilHirco. Tbe effects of It are noted In IMd. Jnaa 7." 7 
1794. But see Ibid. May 24. 1794. and Hampshire Gasette, June 11. 1794. Thetar / 
streopth Is dearly sho^-n by the Tote In Boston. May 7th. for the **nostoa Seat** / 
that year. Tbe Atc democratic csmlldates won by 539. 553. 890. 43.\ 400 votaa. | 
their opponents gettlnr but 202, 270, 194. 129. 110 rotea. There w«« 
"anion** camlldatrs wlio recdred 097 and 090 Totea. Ontlad, May 10, 1794. 
**I>eoi1atas** writes a series of three attacks npon the clnb. Ccatinel. 8epL^ 
13. 27. Oct. 11. 1794. '*Mortlmer** carries on tbe aasanlt In Ibid. Oct. 18. 28 
and Nor. 1. 1704. While the weapons of tarestlTO Md denoaclatloB ware 
more commonly nscd than ridicule yet the latter was also employed. **0a 
a motion (saya the Am. Apollo. June 12. 17IM. from the Gasetta of the U. 8.) 
...la a Democratic Society.. .Mr. B. request [ed]... permission to fill his ballaaa 
at a chimney top of tha Hall dnrinc a warm debate; oaa member... aakad. 
where Is your equality, and... your lerelllaff prtndplca. CItlaeaa. that yoa 
would thus aid a flifhty, OTar>baariav attempt to soar abora tha peoplaT... 
[this] attempt to...eleTat[e]...an ladlTldoal abora the multltnda. mnat ha 
aristocratic... we hare nerer heard of the force or effect of Democratic Gas, 
when tied up In a bac.The balloon... may mount... before tba...corda caa 
be detached from the Hall, and [take]... us all. ..alonir...thc Lord kaowa 
Ko. citizens, althoui^h we harv frequently met to propose hifh-tytaf i 
garaus projecta for others, I narar understood that wa wara to trust 
carcaaaa la tha Toya«t.'* See for alleged attempts **to laflucmca the press** by 
threats and boycott. Maa«. Morcnry. Jan. 3. 1794: and Centlael. Oct. 8» 1794. :~ 
the Eastera Herald, Portland. [Me.]. 
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tto South Carolina, .the most daring [and] . .danger- 
ous league of aristocracy/*" 

Angry passions had so largely invaded all ranks 
of society that only the clergj^ as yet held aloof from 
controversy. The editors of the two leading Boston 
papers fall most thoroughly afoul of one another. 
Benjamin Bussel, editor of the Centinel, was haled 
before the court where he received a nominal fine 
for assault and battery upon the person of Benjamin 
Austin, **old Honestus/* perhaps the most indus- 
trious writer for the Chronicle, and a leader of the 
Boston democrats.** Henceforth both parties, with 
little attention to the truth, set themselves to invent 
the most inflammntoiy and false stories in order 
to suit their own political ends.** Does war with 
Great Britain seem to threaten? The democrats are 
indefatigable with unfounded or infinitely exagger- 
ated tales of cruelties and depredations. Is war im- 
minent with France? The federalists busy them- 
selves in casting up a mythical amount of losses 



(33) The odltort of tlie Centlnd and Chronicle took sidei m tretf one elM. 
The editor of the former paper was tried for assault and hattery on BeiiJfttDlB 
Austin, chief >K-rlter of the Chronicle, who recelrcd nominal damages lo the 
shape of £1. harlnir saked £1.000. Centlnel, March 13. 20, 1798. In the 
Issne of Anr* 17th. the editor of the Centlnel remsrki that the Chronicle "has 
airnln insinuated... that... the Editor... Is In the British pay...*' In reply' 
the editor "knovra that the French National Conrentlon has appropriated Fly* 
or Bis Million llrres. as secret serrlce money: Bat, knowing the fact, he will 
not recriminate the charge, that the Editor of the Chronicle Is under French pay. 
— For tho Editor of the Centinel has s tery high opinion of the Judgment of 
the French Executlre Council.** Another exsmple of Centlnel wit Is **Tli« 
Chronicle chsrges the Centlnel with being *• standing Impostare*~Thank God, 
it la not like its antagonist a 'lying one.' '* May 14. ITM. From thla time 
on the etlitors pay their respects to each other with the scantiest regards to 
courtesy and dec<«ncy. There had been bad blood before and these excitements 
merely gare opportunity for the renewal of old grudges snd paying off old 
scores. E. g., B. Rusael announces that **lt Is his Intention... so long ss he 
continues to recelre the support of the patrlotick and Judicious... still to con- 
tinue to giTe... political obserratloas. ..not withstanding... sunshlns fcdsral!sts, 
and summ<v friends to the ronstltntlon— or to the enry snd malice of contem* 
porary Editors.** Centlnel, June 25. 1788. See also Ind. Ch.. Feb. 24. 17M; 
Centlnel. Feb. 20. 17M: ibid. Aug. II. 1792. When the Rer. Mr. French spoke 
on "detraction** In his sermon. May 24. 1708. In reference to a certain news- 
paper, both editors hsstened to praise the discerning, truthful and patriotic 
clergyman. 

(34) 8oeh a canard waa the rumor that the French were engaged in recmlt- 
ing soldiers In Boston for the "Genet Regiment** whose object wss **One of 
the Bpaniah settloments... after the Insurrection of the Southern Negroes should 
b<* agected.** Centlnel. Nor. 20. 1793. See also ibid. Dec. IS. 16; Mass. Mercury, 
Isn. 14. 1704. 8o untrustworthy were the democrstle reports from VlrglalA 
thst the term "Norfolk New^' waa aynooymous with n fslsehood. Sea e. g. 
Paine: The laventlon of Letters, p. 8. 3d ed., Boston, 1819. 
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and multiply to an impossible degree the number 
and gravity of the insults offered to the United 
States. 

The reports of bloody events in France had in- 
creased so persistently by the year 1793, that the 
Hampshire Gazette admits on February 6th: ''It is 
a melancholy sensation to the generous admirers of 
the French people that the raptuous emotions of 
their success is, at every interval, dashed with some 
dejecting feelings, arising from their violence,., 
precipitancy, .intolerance, or. .cruelty.**" And with 
a curious f orgetf ulness of the treatment of the Loyal- 
ists it goes on to say that the banishment of thfe 
''emigres" is ''as impolitic as it is cruel, for no 
nation can reap from confiscation. Men are the 
most valuable property of the nation.*** 

It was the execution of Louis XVI which occa- 
sioned the first great revulsion of feeling and 
marked the ebbing of the high tide of sympathy and 
enthusiasm. The people were profoundly grateful to 
the king for his aid in their Revolution, and his 
death brought forth not a few expressions of grief.*^ 

(215) 8m alM OrMBfleM Gaaette. March 21. 179S: Hamiwlkira Oaiette. Jam. 
9. 1783. One of the earliest attacka on France for the terrors which were oe- 
cnrrlnff there la an "Ode to Uherty hj *Marle Antolnettn.* '* Cwtaln eC thn 
llaeo art atrfktnc for thla early period: 

**To the Tile rabble** rare renlrned 

The loKtre of thx pollahM mind! 

Can Gatlla'a Imptooa aona defame 

The rlrtoce of thy minted name 

And heap th' nnaaaln'e deeda on thee! 

While to the awaj of crime aleoo 

Hlirh-Beatcd on a reektnc throne — 

They raise the llcens*d band. 

And bend th* nnhallowed knee.** 
The earliest referenco tlie trrltcr ban foond la an excerpt In the CcBtlnel, 
Oct. 7. 1TB2, from the Salem Oaaette: •*Tbe issne aimed at bj the ChlcC 
[•the democratlcal and Jesuitical old De Uale'* (probably James SnIUvan) *«anC 
his dlaclple...I16ne8tas...the dlMppolntcd abettors of rebellion**] Is probably 
Um that of hia mach admired Freoeh Rerolatlon— to lerd all distinctions sC 
order and anthortty. and even the property and life; nntll anarchy and tcirar 
may open the donr of nsnrpatlott to the most hardy and adroit lender. . .Tbsas 
sre the blessed effects, the halcyon dsys, the rcpnbllcan rlghU and prHlctas... 
to be expected from... this deiitmetlTe fsctlon.*' 

(W) Grecnfleld Gaaettc. Uareh 21, 179S, hna an acconnt of the ■MasncNo oT 

Heptembcr 2, 1TB2. See for more horroca the Issne of March 28. 1188. 8e» 

alao Farmcr'a Weekly Mnsenm, AprU 11. Jnly 28. 1TB8; CentlneU Jnae 8, ITM. 

(87) Whaterer real mief there waa It must needs be spotted hf an crMsMn 

of that nnbecomlnc end sense le s s mnauncfy which obsessed as many Ameflcnns 
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Sharp indignation was expressed for ''This unjust 
and iniquitous Judgment,"" which was even de- 
nounced as * * Murder, ' '* And * * Cordelia * '*® said * * A 
few ladies of my acquaintance are determined 
openly to show their respect, .and to wear, .for one 
month a black rose, near the left breast" 

During this year other items of the atrocities which 
marked the progress of the Revolution were pub- 
lished in the Massachusetts papers. The attacks by 
the Jacobins on Lafayette were much resented.** A 
** Patriot of the World" rebukes the French nation 
for destruction of liberty since ** while ochlocratic 
tyrants outraged the liberty of debate, your Nation- 
al Convention has presented the spectacle of a com- 
plex despot. . The momentous subject of a Consti- 
tution has been madly neglected."^ In the same 
paper taken from the Connecticut Courant, France 
is warned that '^ almost all parties concur in censur- 
ing the outrageous proceedings of the mobs in va- 
rious parts of France. ' ^ 

It is the next year, 1794, that the criticisms of 
France are so numerous as to call forth resentments 



At that pertod. E. ff. the h—A «f the os. —ten at the hletorlc Boeton CItIc 
ITeefft. vith It* home irtMeA hed hcen placed on the flair-ataff at Llhertj Sqnaiie. 
It waa profMHied that thia head **Nh<rald he pat In mourning thia mornlnit. wtth 
the eoloara half •faff hlirh: and that at Are o'clock fn the afternooD. tha flag- . 
utaff he cat ilown. droi>ped Id the dock, and with the head and horna lie there 
hurled ai an erldence of the trath of the aeaertloD of the patriotic Paine... 
that..., *the newa of hia (Ixmla XTI] execution haa given them [*the free Amer- 
Icanii*] great pain/ ** Ctmllncl. March 30. ITVS. For the controrerar tbla 
propoaal excited and the atrugglea which ennned, ace Appendix K. 

(38) Greenfield Oaiette. March 28. ITSS. 

(30) Hampshire Gaxette. April 10, 17M. 

(40) Ccntlael. March 30. 1703. See ihtd. March ». 80. (which contalna 
anndrr ptecea expreaalTc of ■orrow.) and the Hampshire Gacatte. April 3, 1788. 
81x montha afterwarda It Is anserted that **A great proportion of Americana... 
lament the fate of Loala the late king.*' Ibid. Sept. 13. 1703. An Intereatlng 
assertion Is made **tbat the decollation of the late King of the French, la 
▼cry generallr disapproved of: and hj the dispassionate 7vom*anrj of tha Inter- 
ior countrj. more than hgr the citlaens of the aea-porta.'* Centlnel, Jnna 10, 
1708. It la not to he snppoaetl that the French did not find defendera for thia 
course. See e. g. Fed. Spy. AprU 30. 1703. In the Issue of April 8, 1708, mi 
the Centlnel la a violent antl-reglcldo plee** paralleling the unfortunate Chartaa 
I. with **the Capetlan.'* See ante chap VI. note 3. The confirmation of tha 
execution waa announced in douhle capltala. Centlnel. March 23, 1708; act alao 
the Hampshire and Berkshire Chronicle. April 2, 1708. 

(41) Greenfield Gaiette. March U. 1708; Rampahira Oaaette, June 28, 1108. 

(42) Ihld. Sept. 18. 1708. 

(43) IMd. for masaacrea of July 20, 'nwclva innocent peraona Gnlllottaed.'* 
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couched in the followiBg terms: ''But too many of 
our cold phlegmatick countrymen,, .are disposed to 
censure the measures, adopted by the French, as 
rash and barbarous. Many, .have labored to black- 
en the cause of the French."** The newspapers 
came in for rebukes. ''Many papers, .once neutral 
. .now teem with anathemas against the French and 
their measures. Now the press groans in elegy; 
next erupts a Vesuvian mass of sulphurious abuse, 
and gulphs of lampoon and scurrility.'^ While the 
other side retorts: "NOTHING can be more displeas- 
ing to a lover of truth, than the pains which are 
taken to impress the American public with false 
ideas of the present situation of France. . .The ac- 
count really received, .presents a scene dishonor- 
able to human nature."** In the Centinel is ex- 
pressed great sympathy for the Queen of France 
accused of **impo$sihle crimes" by men who "affect 
to speak of erecting the sacred temple of law! Those 
which such men raise will resemble the tumuli of 
the Mexicans which were built with human skullr 
besmeared with blood. "*^ The execution of Bris- 
sot and the Girondists ''strikes the humane Ameri- 
can with astonishment, .and these were Representa- 
fives of the People,*^^ and moved one correspondent 
to cry that 'Uhe head of a man seems to he of littlt 
more value than that of a chicken.''^' 

A few examples may suffice to show the feelings 
of a constantly growing number of the people' towud 
the French Revolution. Condemning tiie "daily 
shed innocent blood in France'* it is found "the 



(44) MftSff. Spj, Marrli IS. ITM. "A rcdw«1l«t...m«st In [*«MC«rttM 
vnme blitli-flrlnfr ArUtocrats"] n vlolrat oppoMr of tii« Freadi mmtittm.,,^ 
Cli.. April SS. ITM. 

(4»> Mam. »pr. Marrli ST. ITM. 

<40> llamiMihlfHP Gasptte. March 5. ITM. from tba F«4. Oawtta. 

(47) Cvnllarl. Jam. S3. 17M. Sc« al«o a pucm aa tiM Qoraa bj *«] 
to IMd. 

(48) Wentrra Star. Marcli U. ITM. 
(40) Cmttoel. r«b. 1ft, ITM. ftwa tbt Pc«. QaMtta^ 
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present French liberty, .consists in an uncontrolled 
license to arrest, try, condemn, & execute any person 
who differs in opinion only from the ruling fac- 
tion. • '** * * The cause of France ' * it is declared : * * has 
been stained by excesses, .for which it is not easj, 
if possible, to find a parallel in the history of human 
affairs, and from which reason and humanity 
recoil.*'^* The leaders, Marat and Robespierre are 
^^ assassins still reeking with blood. .Monsters who 
out do the fabled enormities of a Busiris and a Proc 

stus.''« 

It was nevertheless not so much the reports of 
the bloody cruelties and massacres in France which 
tended strongly to alienate the larger portion of the 
people, as the atheistical acts of the Convention 
and individual zealots. During the year 1793, there 
are some few references to this revolutionary change 
in France.^ Danton, it is true, is spoken of as 
"Danton the Atheist,'*** and the answer of sixty 



(50) Iblil. Feb. 12. 17M. from ttie Am. MInerra. 

(51) Ihltl. Feh. 19. 1794. from tbe Am. Dallj Adrertlarr. 

(52) WMtvrn Star. March 11. 1794. In thla paper tlii*re la an able and 
•BCTere attack — aarcaatlc at timet— on the bloody rerolutlon of the Tarlooa 

parties In France by **Cor«1«rainer.** The nrrte* hcRlnt Au^n^t 19th. and nnm- 
her 10 Is reached by October 28th. *'Haa not... thla divine tree [of Liberty]... 
been beameartti with human blood, and Ingrafted with aclon« of LIcentionaneaa, 
nntll It retains scarcelj any resemblance of Ita native form?*' la the tmly 
bncollc almllle naed by a horrified rorreapondent of the Maaa. Spy, Uareh 20, 
1794. A aerlea mn^ In the Gret^nfleld Gaxette beginning %^lth Sept. IS, 1794. 
The attitude la well lllnatrated from thla excerpt: **In rerlewtnc the wanton 
deatractlon of Uyoni*, Toulon. Jbc. (we iiee]...A Zenplla Klian...and In the 
rcTolntlonary tribunal... the Ihike of Al?a*a 'Council of blood* n^vlred." The 
pitiable fate of Lyona la lamented In the Hampshire Qaaette, Feb. IS, 1704. For 
other accounta aee e. f. Mana. Spy. Oct. 15. 1794. and the (X*ntlnel, Uareh 8, 
1791. from the Qaaette of the U. 8. The papera for the next two years teem 
with accounts of the frtfrhtfnl occurrences. "Whoerer shall read the history of 
the French RcTolutloo. will chill with horrors at the different acenea of blood 
and hatock...** Maaa. Spy. Jan. j4. 21. 1703. See e. r. Western Star, Juno 
9, Auff. 25. 1795; Brookfleld AdTertlser. July 22. 29, 1795; Rampahira Oanette, 
July 1. 8. 1795: Greenfield Gaaette. June 25. 179ft. The same dlatrcaalnjt newa 
la printed the followlnit year. Account of the **Whlte Tenxir.** Fed. Orrery, 
Feb. 18, ITDO. Other reporta arc In the Western Star, Feb. S, July 28, 1798; 
Maaa. Spy. Feb. 17. 1790; Political Oaaette (Newburyport). Feb. 2, 1798, from 
the Herkimer CVnttnel. 

(53) **Mr. Dupont, amidat the loud applanaa of almoat tho wbola CoaT«D> 
tlon... declared himself to be an Athalat The Printer theuffht It would aovnd 
better to make him any be was a Dalai, and accordingly all our Jaeobta Prlatcra 
have vravely told tka irabllc that Mr. I>opoBt aald ha waa a Detot." Oentlael. 
Aprtl 2, 1798. 

(M) Hampahire Oaaette. Jna 28. ITM. 
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parishes in Britanny to a proclamation of the com- 
missioners of the Convention is printed, which con- 
tains the striking sentence: ''In the name of the 
only true God whom you have adjured!**" Indeed 
the sitting of the club of the Cordeliers, on the 27th 
of July, is denounced as ''a scene of horrid blas- 
phemy and abominable wickedness, which stands un- 
rivalled in the annals of history. "'• As early as 
May the Farmer's Weekly Museum announces that 
the French ''have determined to make the experi- 
ment, .that a nation of atlieists may he a moral aiul 

free people In [this] . .we may discover the source 

of all their enormities,'*^ But it was the next year 
which multiplied the evidences of this shocking 
change in France^ 

Sufficient evidence of this anti-religious growth 
which was resulting in embarrassing the friends of - 
the French and in serving fo give a formidable 
weapon to her opposers in America may be easily 
found in the Independent Chronicle during the year 
1794. The former, realizing the grave danger to the 
friendship of the two countries, especially in New 
England, bent their energies, at first, to either ex- 
plaining away or defending the French from this 
heavy charge. 

The bold and injudicious decree of the Conven- 
tion in changing the day of rest from the seventh 
to the tenth day is of course interpreted by enemies 
of France as the abolishing of the Sabbath and the 
consequent sensation was indeed profound. The 
report of this alarming charge is heralded January 
20th, 1794," and a "Frenchman" labors to remove 

(8S) IbM. Joljr 1«. ITU. 

(Se> Tbe qoottttea contlmeii: "Tbat siCtliiK was wImIIj 4evstcd f...thm 
r«rcfmmSra...lii tniBcferrliiff the rmnkt^Hk bMrt...of Uaral lata... that ctah... 
Id this htatpheaMMU pttidii<tk«. cor BleiMed SMenacr 1« «MBp*ri4 with Uant 
...Chrtot to bat a propbcC, hat Marat a OOD!...** Raiajwhlrc Ooctta^ Oet. 
SS. ITBt. Movh the nme te la the Wcstfra Star. Oct. Tt, 11W. 

(S7) Mar •. See alao IhM, May St. ITM. 

188) lad. Ch. 
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the unpleasant impression conveyed to the pious- 
ly minded by snch an impious innovation.™ But the 
sentiment of Western jStassac husetts is welt-v oiced, 
in*the"HainpshTre Gazette when it exclaims: **Hu- 
inanity1s'not~mbre shocked at the Gothic barbari- 
ties of the French, than religion at their impiety. 
The divine law ordaining a Sabbath once in seven 
days, is violated by the National Convention, who 
have decreed that a week shall consist of ten 
days.**^ A startling account of the destruction of 
religion with the various acts of murder, robbery 
and sacrilege is given in the Western Star for March 
25th." After the details are given, it comments 
as follows: "May our admiration of French ex- 
amples pass off without corrupting our morals or 



(89) IMd. Jan. SO. ITM. Copied bj tta« HampdilM Quette. Mmrch S. 17D4. !%• 
**FreDchiiiaa'* brirliit hla dcfniM with "It has been ituinreiited...that SUNDAY 
waa abollabed In rranee, and . . thia mmf maka an anfaTonrabla Impreaston 
on the Dilnda of manjr pemon*. ..** HI* fear wa^i follj realised for thIa la ooa 
of the chief In tha erer lenfthenlnic catalocne of accnaatlona. 

(00) Ilamptfhlre Gasette. Feb. 12. ITM. The Independent Chronicle baatened 
to print an extract (March 0, 17fM> from the Philadelphia General Advertlaer. 
which beran: "TBOSB wlio deapair of aeclns llbertj annihilated In France. 
nov...endcaTnr to prore. that the French hnTe renounced ercry Idea of moral* 
It7 and rellirlon" and after cittnir the Qnnkera (who **refnie to niie the namea 
of the montha and the dara. ..thoaa restli^ea of Paf;anlam...[who alao] on 
certain featWala parnie their onllnarj oecnpatlonii. whlUt othera of na are 
celebrating dWIne aerrlce*') and the Jewa. maken a flat denial of the abolition 
of the Sabbath, hj natnir aa proof the action of the aoMicn of Octdl»er. when 
a petition belnjt preaented "for prolilbltlns the celebration of Sondajr the Con- 
Tcntlon paascd to the onler of the dar* on the principle that the Omstltntlon 
imaranteed the freedom of wnmhlp.*' The lnipres«lon ntfli«e hy the change In 
the dajr of rent wan not to be eradicated and there l<i a rery aarca«tlc piece hj 
a correapondeot. eren la $^*pteraber. on the •nbntltutlon of the tenth day. 
Weatem Star. Sept. 10. ITM. And po peranaded la a ct rrca|»ondent of the 
andacltj of the French that he afllnna "a French Conrentloner will riaa fnd 
more an amendment to the Decalopne with at moch aaanrancc at he wonld a 
decree to abollah Lattan da Catehat[alc]." lUd. Bee llkewlta Ibid. Oct. 14. 1794. 
qnotlnc from a letter written from Paris. The wrltera In the Chronicle ttlll 
keep np their loalnff rame of aeeklnc to explain away or aoften the atnbbon facta 
of IrrellffloB and that paper found aattafactory erldence of a connter retort 
la the plan of Darrere. Dec. Qth. "for atoppln* the Tlolence which In aereral 
parta of the Republic had been exercliied to cmith the freedom of relUlone wor- 
ahip, [which] waa taken late conalderatton and when . . preaented . . tha follow- 
lair decree waa made:...*' 

(01) The Centlnel. March 22. 17M, contalna a qnotatkm from a London Paper 
respectlnic the French bnrlal regnlatlona **0. On the cat* of thla field, .ahall 
read thla Inacrlptlon 'Death la an erertaatlnc aleep.* " Thla made qnlta an 
Impreaalon. to jwlire from the nnmbor of timet It ta quoted In papera aa well 
aa In •ermona. Another nnpleaaant . Impraaalon waa nada by the *'dlapcraloa of 
..(the "nonjnrlnff denri'** which] did not fall to apread tha aeeda of apprehen- 
aloo for the fate of atflatlanlt7..eTen to America.** Thla la admitted bar tht 
Ind. Ch.. Dae. 11, ITM. 
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our religious faith... It may be asked, why is this 
alarm in regard to our religious institutions found 
at this time. The answer is, because. .Tlie infidelity, 
and what is more strange and shocking, the prevail- 
ing Atheism in France has not startled the American 
public. Such a monstrous fact is received in a man- 
ner that shows the possibility of our doing the like. 
Tlieir proceedings are either applauded, or furnish 
matter for jesting. We smile to see silver saints 
coined, and we are calm when the churches are shut 
up, or the bibles burnt. .A body of priests, generally 
virtuous and learned, are slain, and we think it ex- 
cellent, because they are Catholics. .Unbelievers 
never had so extensive examples to countenance 
them.. The Atheistical fanaticism of France is as 
ardent and as sanguinary as that of bigots or inquis- 
itors. The only time to resist the spirit of anarchy 
and irreligion is in the beginning. Lict it be resist- 
ed.'' Such solemn appeals to the conscience and 
religious faith of the people did not go unheeded or 
unanswered as the following quotation will show: 
'^ It is. .a little surprising, that, .your correspondent 
. .writes in favour of the politicks of a country, 
where the sacred institutions of Christianity have 
been nearly abolished, and a publick profession of 
Atheism, in the midst of their National Convention, 
received with the loudest applause."" **They may 
. .furnish such evidence. . ["of piety or religion"] 
. .if anarchy is Deity, .if hecatombs of slaughtered 
citizens. . [are] the only acceptable sacrifices. "•• 
A month later to the assertion that religious 
liberty may be enjoyed in France it is retorted that 
*' religion in France 'is liberty to withhold from.. 

(OS) A 4lff«rrat and moeh toMd dIowB tmvIo« off this rplnodc to tUwm li 
MA. IVe. 11. ITM. 

(€3) MsM. Rpr. April. a« ITM. "RELIGION lit FRANCE 18 mM to huwm 
bcm •bol|i4iea.~«n4 Athetvai. dranmlmitM Rcawa, iotrmlnccd ta Its stMdr' li* 
the 4tat«rbtaK anMMMeroMit la tlM CmtlBel, Maj 14. ITM. Tlicrt to Bon li 
tli« MOt |wp«r. llaj 14. . • » I • "! . 
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[Ood] all worship, and to blaspheme his name as 
much as he pleases', .and those who have used it in 
the most licentious manner, have been the most ap- 
plauded.'^ A writer after saying: **It is objected 
by some, that the French are deistical and athe- 
istical in their principles" admits that ^^Tliere may 
probably be some foundation for these insinuations, " 
but asserts: ''This irreligion and vice, so much 
complained of, are not in consequence of the late 
Bevolution, but, of that civil and ecclesiastical ty- 
ranny under which they have, .groaned for so many 
years.*'® A little later it is complained that ''The 
enemies of the Republic of France.. are now fre- 
quently heard declaiming on the irreligion of the 
French.'*^ How exceedingly weighty this accusa- 
tion was proving may be inferred from another 
writer in the same paper, who sums up the charges 
made against the French, to which he severally re- 
plies, under ten heads, five of which are concerned 
with this irreligious and atheistical attitude of 
France.*" Again it is complained: "One moment 
they are charged with infidelity, the next with 
atheism. **" 

The address of Robespierre on the 8th of May was 
hailed by the harrassed democrats as a complete 
refutation of all these accusations. One correspond- 
ent triumphantly exclaims: "To show the propriety 
of the remarks on the religious principles of the 

<M> MflM. 8pr. Mar 1. 17M. There are warm dtnensntona over the Irrellglooa 
actions of Franre In the Maa*. Spx fnr Maj hjr "LnctnaT* and '*M.** In th« 
Orefflifleld Onset te for Julj "Bepvbllcan** nod **A Son of Freedom** do bnttln orcr 
the MBie point. 

(ffil) Ind. Ch.. April 14. ITM. 

(06) Ibid. Vaj 19, 17M. from tho Fhlla. Quette. Tet thn latot of Umj 99th 
contains aneh a remark sa **ln a rreat number of them [th« pieces In tht 
thcatret] the Catholic religion la hlfrhli* rldIcnled...All the churches ars con- 
rerted Into store honaes snd Temples off Resaoo...** 

(07) Ibid. April 11. 17M. 

(flS) Ibid. Jnly 17. ITIM. This laane quotes the **celebrsted Dr. Robertaon** 
who said "Upon anj icreat rrrolvtlnn in rellirkm, nnch lirefniarttles abound 
OMst! Thns In the tnt aires off the Christian chnrch... many... broached tho 
moat extravarnnt opln1oaii...In like manner after I^nther't api^enranco...** and 
then makes Its own application to tht Frtach Rerolntlos. 
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French which have for many months past been con- 
veyed through the Centinel [he] . . would advise 
the public to compare the late publication of Bobert- 
spierre. .The aristocratic junto in this country are 
now beat off from their hypocritical plea of Deisfn 
in France.^"^ Another likewise exults: **The Brit- 
ish party residing among us. .Represents that re- 
ligion and every virtuous principle are exploded in 
that Republic — Tliat their patriots are all Deists and 
that the revolution in France is to destroy not only 
monarchy, but Religion itself. This design has had 
some effect upon many well disposed people in this 
country/' and winds up: ''The publication of Bob- 
ertspieiTe, .proves that the French are influenced by 
the pui*est motives. .That they have a just sense of 
the SUPREME BEING, and are led to adopt the 
wisest and most orthodox principles of any nation 
in Europe. ' '^* Their joy was complete with the news 
of *'the GRAND FESTIVAL to the Supreme Being 
. .celebrated at Paris in Prairial. Yet this is the na- 
tion that is accused of atheism and irreligion^"" 
and it was concluded: ''the calumny of Deisms .. 
is only the desperate effort of men who sicken at 
their prosperity."^ *^ 

The following year^ is but a repetition of the last 
with respect to the charges and refutations of athe- 
ism in France."* Beginning with this year, the 

(09) IbM. Jnlx 24, 17M. ~^ 

(70) IbM. Ans. 4. 1704. Tb« report U printed at lengtli !■ ibid, Avff. 4, T, 
11. 14 and Sopt. 4. 1704. 

(71) Ibid, Jnlx 24. IHM. 

(72) Ibid, Dee. 11. 17M. 

(73) Tbe attempts of tba CbroalHe writera to maintain tbeir nntcnabla 
position of pallia tlnir or den/lng Frencb Irrellfloo conthmc-^a wltaeaa tbli 
examplo— **Tbe frivntis of llb<*rt|' bere bare In «ecret lamt^ted tboM cxecaaoa 
wblcb bare attended tbe IteTolntlon botb of France and America. . .Tba r«f«r- 
matkM of rrotcMtantlttm. under Latber, was not loss dentmct^e; and tba cneltlaa 
and peraecvtloa wblcb batb marked tbe progreaa of Cbrlstlanltx bar* been atM 
mora terrlblo.** Ibid. Nor. 27. 17M. 

(74) IMd. Jan. 22; Maaa. Spy. Aoff. 12; and Hampsblra Oaaetto, Koe. 11; 
Parmer's Weeklr Mnsenm. Kor. 24. 1705, are azccllent ezamplea off tbio ktaii 
of newa from France. Tbere la a Terr Intereatlng qnotattoa from tba Biatocj oC 
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party lines are being closely drawn, the clergy have 
taken up the battle in behalf of religion, and the fed- 
eralists are trying to fasten the charge of atheism 
npon the democrats, both because of their defence 
of France and their open and constant attack upon 
the clergy for their political preaching." 
^ Dismayed conservatives continue to marvel at the 
impossible attempt of the French to establish 
'Hheir new government on the foundation of a 
merely civil and atheistical morality.** Since re- 
ligion is indisputably the comer stone of civil gov- 
ernment, what confidence can be reposed in the 
sagacity and common sense of French political 
builders when they thus violate the very essential 
of good government? Tlie lamentable result could 
be infallibly predicted. Is not France verifying at 
this very moment her impious attempt to overturn 
and defy the fundamental laws of civil polity! See 



th« Frcncb R«TotiitlM li the Msm. Spj, May IS. 17»5: "the repnbllcan phl- 
loaophen of Fniac«..wci» ever Mgots la Infidelity, the thnme end the alter 
were cqvellj olMM>xhH»..inan/ of the excvsuce. .may be..attrlbated lo their 
IrrellckNU iirejadlcee. .beware of p«'rmtttlnir..lmploas and lleentlons pvbUca- 
tkma.. there are no Uhela ae daacerona to a itate aa theae aralnat God.'* The 
democrata eoon had a mrlerance apalnut the eoUegee for tbeir actlTlty affalnat 
France. In the Wentcm Star. (Sept. 17. 1790) la the accoont of the comnence- 
nent at Wllllama Oollese on Sept. 7th. One of the pleeea la "a dialofne In rrench 
en the prevalenee of lafldellty la Fraaee." Tliln la the only performance picked 
out for pralae. Volnej In hla View, .of the United Statee (on page XIX) aaya 
that prejudice agralnet France waa '*encoarased eren In the collcffeo hj prtsea 
for oratkma and defame torj th4*»ee afralnat the French.*' In a footnote he 
mentlona eepeclelly the prlsea at **PrlncetcB'' for 1797 and 179S. flee alao lad. 
Ch.. Oct. 20. 1797. 

' (75) The Meat. Uercarr. Nov. 20. 1798. lelTea a geaeral Hat (from the Cotaa. 

Oonrant) "of the Tleea to which thej [the democrata] are addicted: L^lag, 
....fraud, athelam. ftc. Ac'* Another aaaerta: **(The Jaccblna] with tome few 
exceptleaa. .are men who w<»nld destroy If thej conld the Conatltntloa of 

' Hearea. aad rlllfy the Divlae Aathor.** The Ceatlael. Aug. 8, 179S, announcee: 

"SBRIOITS TR1TTH8 FOR THE JA(X>BIN8. The ptilara of a gOTerament aie 

let, RELIGION: 2d. J08TI(», (etc.]... let. Aa to Rellckm. thcj were adee- 

• catca for the Irrellielooa eentlmenta ot the Atheistical writera and oratora la 

I Fraaee. and apoloftecra for the abominable cmeltlea, the reenlt of theee prhH 
clpleo. la Naatt, and la the prlooaa of that coantry. Ther take a partlcnlar 

I dellf^ht la dcfsradlas (nirl«tlanlt|'. bj- mnnlni; the comrarlaoo between the 

J laeoUaa In France, and the primlUee Chrlatiaaa.** *'it la firmly hellercd.** 
aald the Maaa. Merenrr. ''that were a MESSENGER OF PEACE to be aent from 
HEAVEN, there would be found a JACOmN ATHEIST to Tlllfr him..*' Oct. 
SI. 17M. The 111 name wa« hard to get rid of. In 1818 Mr. BromfliM wrote 
to Mra. Pleraon: **BoaM of theae democrata had aoC heca toto a meetlac hooaa.. 
for four or five 9'cara..Mome of them drink two qnarta of mm a daj: they 
are eerj aplrltoooa. and are la aa awful atate of decleaaloa." New Bafflaad 
Macaslne. N. ■. 11:17-18. 
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the miserable result and the downward steps taken 
with the inception of that scheme: ''The hnman 
mind, loosened from religious restraints, soon be- 
came wild & extravagant, its boasted reason... 
intoxicated, its passions inflated, its sentiments de- 
based, its manners brutalized, social virtue and 
mutual confidence were awfully subverted. . . Thus 
the detestable principles of an atheistical philosophy 
combining with the ferocious spirit of faction... 
naturally account for those tremendous scenes of 
carnage which have disgraced. ..the best cause in 
the* world. '''• To the religiously minded New Eng- j 
lander a clearer case of cause and inevitable result | 
could not be found. It was a justification of his 
ideas and a warning against a constantly growing 
innovating tendency in government and religion. 
Conservatism grew apace under the horrifyipg news 
from abroad and alarming signs of a moral declen- 
sion at home." ^ 



(76) MsM. Spy. D««. 16, 1TM(. from the Coon. Ooanat. '"i 

(77) Tbe ca«Mt for thli IndlccnoBtJiiifldHltr win be takcB op !■ tht fdWw- i 
lax diapter. Bat It to lat^Nillne to xiote ~I1i«t so troubled ww« tbo cleru orcr / 
\\\ pr«*Talciie7 tbat at leoM two attrtbated the blamo la part for Its growtlPta/ 
their onler. **Tbere to reasoa to bellere.** said the Rot. Natbaalcl Biaiwia,/ 
"that tbe late rapM Increase of error and Infldelltr, to partly owlnc to tbo IgMi^l 
anee of mtolsters.** A st iiaw i dellverfd at Salens, la New Hampshlra. laanaiyi 
4. 1TB7. at (be Ordiaatloa t£ tbe Rer. John Smith, p. 22. Seo alao Woodr«ff,\ 
H. N.. Boston, 17BS. p. IC X^ 
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CHAPTEB Vn. 

THE FRENCH BEVOLUTION AS VIEWED BY THE CLERGY IN 
MASSACHCSETTS. 

Wlien Governor Hancock wrote in his proclama- 
tion for the annual fast day, April llth, 1793, pray- 
ing that the allies of the United States might be 
blessed and ** particularly to afford his Almighty 
Aid to the FRENCH NATION, and still guide them 
into such measures as shall tend effectually to estab- 
lish a government founded upon reason, justice, and 
the welfare of the people,'** he evoked a well nigh 
universal echo of assent from the people and like- 
wise a heartfelt amen from the clergy. For this 
latter order of men were thoroughly in accord with 
the high hopes and fond admiration felt by practi- 
cally all Americans as they watched the unfolding 
of a free republic on European shores. Its early 
events appeared to them as clearly an interference 
from above in the affairs of men, to hasten the com- 
ing of the Kingdom of Righteousness on earth. Surely 
the growth and dissemination of republicanism was a 
consummation devoutly to be wished and prayed 
for. Besides, what a compliment it was to America 
that this ancient kingdom should be taking over its ' 
conception of government and following the exam- 
ple set by the youngest of nations ! And were we not 
morally responsible for the results of our sowing the 
seeds of liberty throughout the despotisms of 
Europe! Moreover, there were the treaties which 
bound us so closely to Prance. Tlierefore, were we 
not in duty bound to extend our sjinpathy and 
prayers, even if no material aid could be given! 

(1) F#>d. Bpj. April 2. ITM. 
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Very loath were the clergj- to perceive the glaring 
and growing differences between the developments 
in each nation, and ver>- mncli against their desires 
were they finally brought to openly acknowledge 
that there was no parallel between the two Revolu- 
tions- and to warn their hearers to have no dealings 
with this godless nation lest they likewise be smitten 
with swift judgment. But an altogether different 
position was maintained at first. 

The general attitude of approbation flared into hot 
indignation and righteous anger under the spur of the 
news of the combination of nations against France. 
Generous sympathy for this beleaguered country 
flowed from the lips of zealous divines, as they de- 
nounced this league of the powers of darkness and 
regretted their inability to ** sufficiently execrate 
the. . .sanguinary measures of this unjust con- 
spiracy of kings/ ** That England was foremost in 
this combination served but to fan the hostile feel- 
ing to white heat. Her assertion that she was de- 
fending the cause of religion was deemed the rankest 
hypocrisy and obtained then no credence from those 
who, in later times, praised England as the '^bul- 
wark of religion'** and prayed for her success, lest 
they should be swallowed up by the all devouring 
Gaul. 



(2) Pau. I.. IpMwIeli. Fvbw 19. 17W. p. 15. 

(3) Oannlne. II.. New I^wikm. Conn.. Nor. 27. ITM. p. S4. tet sl^o Flake, 
r.. CanibiiiliEv. F<4>. IS. 17M. p. 10: Sanpaon. E.. Plrnooth. Feb. 19. ITM. p. 11. 
The «trca«loQ of the relehratlon of rhe 4th of Jalr. 17M. ci>peared to the Bcr. 
Mr. Lathrnit of l^'e<t SprlnrBelil. a flttln? opportnnltr to 4r»w ■ parallel befwee* ' 
the Amerleaa and the French Rerolatlona, p. 14. See alao Deane, 8., Portlasd* 
Feb. 10, ITftt, p. 10: AiKtrenra. J.. NVwharrport. Feb. 1» ITIO, p. SO; Wart. 
H.. ninchaiD. Feb. 19. 179S, p. 10: Stlllroan. ft.. Boatoa, Kor. 20. 17M. pp. U-IC ^ 

— ^ (4) The term **bnlwark off religion** iraa a tern of reproach greatlx wed hr.C^*'^ 
the repuMlrann. Ita rtirr>*n<7 was w«i1e-itprrai1 ilnrlajt th» War of 1S12. StlQ 
an extract will ahow tbat It cane Into nae hr the fe«lerall«ta In 17M: 'Tha 
preaent l« an awfnl crl«l«..off our RELI010X..L.\WS..M0RAUI..rNDEPBNI>- ri^»^ i 
ENCE. Let n« eame«tlr bemvcb rOnd]..to make ENGIJIND Im and In- ' I 

prr^ahle. SHE IS NOW THE ONLY BARRIER BETWEEN TS AND TBB 
PEATIILY EM nR ACES OF OCR PEAR ALLIES^betwem nnlTerMi Irrellfflon. 
Immorality, and plnmWr. and what onl«T. probity, rlrtne and rellcton la left 
nmonc the clrlllaed part of mankind.** Weatcm Star. Jan. S2, ITBS. from tha 
X. Y. GasHte. 
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With an illustration which clearly showed his feel- 
ings, the Rev. Mr. Lyman of Hatfield tartly de- 
manded: ''Do all these mighty nations of slaves 
draw together their armies like Gog and Magog and 
go up and cover the eartli!*'' And the Rev. Samuel 
Spring feelingly exclaimed: "The neighboring na- 
tions are combined to pluck from her the standard 
of liberty. Europe is drenched with blood. . .0! the 
blood of thousands and thousands is now calling for 
vengeance to light upon tyrannic guilty heads. '^ 
And this attitude was not at all strange. They felt, 
and rightly, that their success in the American Revo- 
lution was due in no small measure to the aid, se- 
cretly and openly, extended to them by Prance. Now 
was their generous ally in desperate straits, strug- 
gling not only for liberty and the rights of man, but 
for existence itself. 

Not only was this ''unholy alliance'* vigorously de- 
nounced, but in some instances genuine apprehen- 
sion proclaimed the fear that "if the confederated 
kings should effect the conquest of Prance; may they 
not, with as fair a pretext; and will they not, with 
as warm a zeal direct their power against the Ameri- 
can states. ..V^ And another clergyman was con- 
vinced that "Among other causes, under heaven, of 

(S) natfltfM. Nor. 7. 1793. p. 17. 

<«) Nfwhar|>|ion. Nor. 7. ITfO. p. 1?. 

a) Latlirop. J.. W«t HprlngH^M. July 4. 17M. The ant jnr Mr. Latltrop 
was of the Millie innviiBrioB. althoofrli bis eooTlctloM altered with rapMltj 
after thie. la a «eruiou. Fi*l». 19th. 17li3. at Woat Sprinptrld. he pnu the cave 
more stronpljr and protihe*iK<a: "If alie (rrance] ahoold utllioateli' fall In tba 
eonfllct. we nhatl have ran^ to trtnnble tnt outielvp^. To bi-r ancceaacs. aa the 
Immediate caaar. we are clearly to Impute the contliraenee of oar traaqalllltr./* 
pw 12. 84*e at-to Klak^. R.. Carabrldre. Feb. 19. 179.1. |>. 10; Emeraon. W.. 
lUrranl CoUeice. Jolj 4. 1794. p. lA: Bradfonl. E.. Bowl«x. Feb. 19. 1793. p. 8. 
On the other hand tlier** wvre a few of the derpjr — and tb«*lr company became 
aoon largely Increaaml — wlio aaw In the rerolntlon which t«^ok place la Oeneea a 
slnlater wamlns and practlral dcnionMratlon of wl'.at would befall America If 
France were too aocceaafal. A book called the Authentic RIatoty of the 
Ori|E«« and Proi;reaa of the late Rerolntlon In Genera waa quoted In aam* 
svnsona. See e. p. llolinea. A., Camlirldire. Feb. 19, 1793. p. 23, and footnote: 
**Genera..hna recently 1oat..(hcr liberty Ithrmigh the baae lulrlpuct of a French 
democrallcal faetk>n (which].. baa added Impiety to cruelty and aacrllefe to aaa^ 
chlcal tyranny.** Sec aim Tapiiea. 1>.. Caml>rldr«*, Feb. 19. 1'93. p. 18. foot aete. 
The democrata were naturally rreatly dUpleaaed. Bee Ind. Ch.. March 28. AprO 
8, 1793. See alao p. 132. n. 07; p. 131, a. OS. 
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our present tranquillity we may reckon the snooess 
of the arms of the Bepublick of France, as one of the 
most important"* In the partition of Poland these 
alarmists perceived the fate in store for America, 
should this '^ horrid and infamous" league prevail 
over France. Hence, not only as an example of bar- 
barous and cruel treatment, was the unhappy fate 
of Poland dwelt upon by perfervid divines, but as a 
solemn warning to America.* 

Some of the clerg;% indeed, found a stumbling 
block in the numerous reports of the horrors attend- 
ing the progress of the Revolution.** Others com- 
forted themselves with the idea that the enormities 
oi every kind, which had taken place in France, were 
but tbe natural reactions of men who had had their 
shackles of political as well as ecclesiastical bondage 
suddenly loosened with the inevitable result of tem- 
porary excesses and that in time license would give 
way to real liberty and atheism would be replaced 
with the true and purified religion." Such was the 
Rev. Joseph McKeen's opinion. On April 11th, 
1793, at Beverly, he advanced the belief that 
''though we may indulge a hope that the revolu- 
tions of the present day will eventually be produc- 
tive of good to Zion, their first effects will probably 
be of a contrary nature. It will not be strange if, in 

<S) Thatcher. T.. Dedham. Fch. 19, 17BS. p. 18. Soch MntlmMts ««?• WMiltmdr 
propairatWI In the rnraltllean newniuipcTa. See e. w- laA* Ch.. 'Jan. 27, ITM. 

<9) See e. g. FUke. T.. Cambridge. Feb. 19, 179S. p. 10. Ummj a **tetf^ 
waa "dropped** orer roland'a fate. Deaoe. S., Portland. IMe.]. Ffh. I». 1118. 
p. 17: Barnard, T.. 8alrm. Feb. 18. 1785. p. SO: Waiaworth, B.. DuiTcri^ 
Feb. 19. 179S. Althouirh the U«t was broad eoonsh ta Impartlallj *«diop a 
tear over Poland. GeneTa, and the contendlnff natloaa la (CBcral..** p. tt. I 

(10) Mellen. J.. Barutablc. Nov. 20. 1784. pp. 18-20; Wadsvorth, B., Das- I 
Tcra. Feb. 19. 1783. p. 26. 

(11) There were tlioee clcrrrnien. well dlvprned toward* Ftanea. who fami 
dl0cnlt]r In rreonclltag appmbatloo of the French Berolntlon with aoC aalF 
tu blocdr exce*«e«. bat with Ita atronrlr marked athdatlcal tcadoadea mU 
acts. The Rer. Exra SampMio. howerer. (la a note an pai» IS of hia dlaeawaa 
dellTrred Febroarx 18. 179.1) polnta oat that *'Aa entire approbatloa of tha 
original principle* of the French Rerolatloa la Terjr cooel«teat with a Jaa^ 
abhorrence of tlHwe tmcUm* and bloodjr mrm*wr^».** The nw ne n aa i of opialaa 
at thU time maj be wvll rammed np: **The Frmch Bero^atloQ the* may ht 
af God. .althoo^h cmidocti^ hy InSdele, and discraced be oairacca which nothlnc 
cas joatlfx." Blch«M. J.. The Blgna of tha Tlawa.. ProrMeoec^ 178*. p. 8. 
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the progress of these revolutions, the grossest in- 
fidelity, impiety and vice should spread for a time 
like an overflowing flood/"* 
[ There were still others who at first saw nothing 
; strange or alarming in the irreligious actions of the 
' Bevolution. The Rev. Jedidiah Morse, who com- 
pletely changed his opinion shortly afterwards, com- 
• fortingly remarked: **The rejection of the Cliristian 
Beligion in France is less to be wondered at, when 
we consider in how unamiable and disgusting a point 
of view it has been tliere exhibited under the hier- 
archy of Rome. When peace and a free government 
shall . be established. . .we anticipate. . .a glorious 
revival and prevalence of pure, unadulterated Chris- 
tianity.'"* 

Among a few of the more sanguine, there welled 
up a hope that a change was taking place in France 
since ''()f late there are plain sjrmptoms of a better 
direction granted to that people at which every one 
should rejoice.'"* And it was believed that ** Since 
[Robespierre's] fall, the affairs of France. ..have 
assumed a new and more pleasing aspect. They be- 
gin to acknowledge the being and providence of God, 
and to inculcate the principles of religion and the 
rules of morality."" Great pleasure, though the. 
words **at present" seem to make the ** pleasure" 
somewhat temporary, was evinced by the Rev. 

(12) p. It. 

(13) p. 14.. Feb. 19. 179S. And the Rev. Mr. Wadtwortb while he ezdalmcd 
**H«iiMinlt7 rerolta to petrootie ell their [French] procecdlnr*** jtt coneladee 
that **ConM«1erlnK how apt the hnman mlndl la to llj from on<» extreme to another. 
IK la not atranire. that Infidelity ahoald at llrat aocceed tnperatltlon. But.*' he 
added, *'eool n*ason and aober armiment will In time correct the error and mri^ 
tie the jndrment 1n..rellrtoB..'* DanTera. Feh. 19. 1799. p. ST. Bee alaa 
Ware. B.. Hlnfham. Feh. 19. 1795. p. 72: Thatcher. T. C. Lynn. Nor. 20. 1T94. 
p. 14: Friable. T.. Iptwlcb. Feb. 19. ITOS. p. 17; Lathrop, 1., Waat Bprlngfteld, 
Jolj 4. 1791. p. 11. 

(14) Dana. J. Ipawlch, Feb. 19. 1796, p. IS. Thto relnctance to^denooaen 
France and to per*lat In eeelni; the brifrht aide of the derelopmenta In France la 
Tcrx typical of many of the aermoaa of thla year. Deaplte the atrlklns^fferencet 
between the profneea of the retolutlon In the two conntrlea the clergy^many of 
tbcm^^hut their ejca and refoned to hellere the plain erldence. They clvng 
trnadonaly to the belief that the few drops of blood beapatterlnir the sarmenta of 
Lllierty In France ooxht In no wlae to alienate or frlfhtea ▲mertca* 

(ISi Flake. T.. Cambrtdfe. Feb. 19. 1795, p. 19. 
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Samuel West ''that a candid spirit prevails at pres- 
ent in the French Republic'"* 

But the Hev. Mr. Eliot sounds a note of pesd- 
mism, when he adds a footnote to his sermon of 
November 20th, containing the remark that ''It seems 
the philosophers and statesmen are now countenanc- 
ing the belief of a God and a future state; and per- 
haps may see the necessity of recurring to some 
Cliristian institutions, which they have set aside. In 
this they ought not to be commended, however we 
may admire their zeal in the cause of freedom.'"^ 
But the Rev. Mr. Ware is still thoroughly loyal, for 
he asserts: "And as we lamented the excesses which, 
till lately, disgraced the glorious cause in which 
France was engaged; and as much as we detested 
the sanguinary measures pursued by a faction 
within her; the American people have wished well 
to the cause of the French, through every stage of 
the i-evolution."" 

Another feature of the Revolution, which strong- / 
ly appealed to certain of the narrow-minded clergy, 
was the heavy blows the French were supposed to / 

be dealing to the Catholic church." Their bigotry 

■ •^ 

<]0) lUvtOB. Feb. 19. 17BS. p. 19. 

<17) 1T1H. p. 1.1. Hilt Utter •ontrnce tt obflcnre. bot he erld««t1j meaM tbdr 
Ceneral ■tbelHtlcal acllons "ooplit not to be commeiided.** 

(18) Illiurham. Feb. 10. 1705. p. 10. lo hl< Thflnki«lTlii|r aeraMM of Fc^ 
10, 1703, Ree. Mr. Storj It mored to ray that ''When we coatenplata tlM 
manner la «-hlch their Qneen was botcbered. and her royal Ooaaort..and canaMcr 
tbair treatment of the noble (Lafayette].. [we ma»t] lament.. that the nobleat 
canae..haa been pollnted bj atrocities m 4ete«tlble.** See llkewlae Channlnc. 
U.. New London. Conn., Nor. 27. 1704. p. 14. The Ree Mr. Sampmrn hdd 
that **the Frvnch people tbcm»elTe« do now exfrrate nom^ of thooe enormltlea, 
and are willing to conal^ the anthora to eternal Infamy..** Plympton. Fehb 
10. 170.\ p. 13. foot note. See al«o Tappan. D., Cambrldire. Feb. 10, 1703, p. tl^ 
foot note; Kendal. 8.. Weston. Feb. 10. 170S. p. 11. lie attmNiteo all the tsttmu 
of the French 4o the Jacoblna. flowerer the Rer. Mr. Gl!let la coBTfawcd that 
**wera It not fw the hopefnl attainment of a national in^Btc«B..the fkeqntat 
domestic broils, and wanton slanehter. .were more dlatr.mfnl..tbat tha «a- 
honndcd relfn of Loola XVI; and all the horrors of tho late Haatlla.** Ballowia^ 
[Me.] N^. 10. 1703. p. 1& 

(10) Bradford. A.. T«ro Oemicma vpon..tha Kingdom of Ohtlat. deUvnnA.. 
la Cambrtdfc December 28. 1704, pp. 22-5; Thatcher, T. C.. Lynn, Xofv. 20^ 19N. 
p. 12: B«T. Mr. Bamoel StlUaMB thna conaolea hlflmclf la rt«ar« la tha rimckli«- 
chaate la the •MlTlaely appolated Sabbath:- -nhto atraac* dicaawtaaea. . 
win be orerralcd tat food. la It aet reaaoaabla to aappoae. that It wlll tnaft 
to obliterate tlwa tha mtnda of the people, eopcciany chlMrea aad yaath. ceetr 
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was only equaled by tlieir short siglitedness, for the 
events, over which they rejoiced in such unchris- 
tian fashion, were destructive of all religion, a fact 
which even to the most intolerant became more and 
more apparent as time went on. 
^ -As among the people, so among the cler^% there 
\ soon began to arise — ^with the years 1793 and 1794 — ^ 
\ sceptics and doubters, who separated themselves 
\ from the universal throng of believers in and ad- 
I herents of the French Revolution.*^ This movement 
1 grew apace from 1793 to 1796 and by 1797 and 1798 
I there was hardly a minister who did not violently 
lacerate the French and their Revolution,-*, since 
/^^Doth country and religion were in danger. This 

Vcomi}]ete change in sentiment was largely accom- 
plished by the close of 1795 and fully consummated 
by 1796. Tlie ardent political activity in the pulpit 
and outside, which was vigorously maintained until ^ 
after the War of 1812, was due to several causes, all 
hingin.s: on the French Revolution and its after-math. 
^ At the time that the Constitution was proposed, 
the clergy were warmly in its favor and active in 



^ c 



Idcft of nlnta dajt. fmtti and fasts, ike. which insk« a gtcat part sC thm' 
Mipenitltlon of the Romish chorchT** Bbstoo. Kor. 20, 1T94, p. 20; sc« siso p. 
13, sad Millen. J.. IIsDorer. Feb. 19. 1795. pp. 6-7. Th« R«t. John McRnight 
of N«w York. vrboM mtiiioo was sccns«<l hj ths fcderallcts of helnir *'a dish 
of JumUcd politics collrrtod from one side of the new4 onlj** admits that 
"iaflilelity the natorsl ofTuprtnir of (Cstholleism]..hss Imldl/ resred its hidcons 
front (in Frsncel..snd cTerjrwliere stallced la open daj.** Fsh. 1». 1706. p. 18. 
And the new* of the suppression of the Pspal Power txf the orders of Napolcoa on 
F«h. lAth, 1708 was received with exceedlnr lereat joy by the clergj as fnl« 
Ullnc tho prophccr node in the 17th chspter of Rerelstlons, sad the rerso 
which to them nnmlstatKabli* desrrtbcd the erent wsa the Ifilh. The Rer. John 
narer. a conTcrt to Cathollciam and the priest at Boaton, was blffhlj dis- 
pleased with this oTidence of illlboralitr. In his sermon on the 0th of May. 
1706. ho Terr Jnstly complains of the abosive attacks on the Popo and remarks 
that "I>r. Belknap.. After 'about twenty years of atteatlTO contsmplatlon, with 
the best hstps/ has at length made the ludlcrons discorery that the., popo i« 
doubtless a boast and a whors*'* 

(20) As early as 1709 it was' admitted that "'Ilence In their porsnlt of., 
equal liberty and' a free roremmrnt. we hare heard of many foUieo and a-* 
cesses, which a people accustomed to freedom would baeo readily aToMod.** 
I^man* J.. Hatfleld. Nor. 7. 1703. pp. l.Vld^ feon cantieo and reproof woro 
flren to the Fn>nch by cren the ^Icrry who were st^Il well disposed towards 
Prance. Kee Baldwin. T.. Boston, Feb^ 10. 1706, ^ 21; Andrewa, J., Now-l 
huryport. Feb. 10. 1706. p. 90. . . r i 

(21)^ Weston, rob. 10. 1706, p. loi, \ ; • . ,; . ' •^^.. 
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securing its adoption in Massachusetts. Impressed 
with the benefits and blessings to the country de- 
rived from the operation of the federal government,** 
they had been loud in their praises and openly dis- 
posed to lend their aid in its support.^* No order of 
men had suflFered more from the Revolution or the 
disorders attending Shays* Eehellion, and they 
clearly perceived the danger to religion in such un- 
settled times. Starting with this strong federalistic 
foundation, they cherished an unbounded affection 
\ and admiration for the President, which they did 
not hesitate to express on all occasions.** 

Such remarks engendered nothing but general ap- 
probation from the congregations and the wider 
audiences which eagerly read the printed sermons. 
But when the s])eakers began on the Whiskey Re- 
bellion and its alleged cause, democratic suscepti- 
bilities were immedately aroused. The Democratic 
Societies, bom of an attempt to organize the com- 
mon people against the powerful influence of the 
federalist leaders, had had to meet fierce opposition 

(22) OnronA. !>.. T1 «» Woodrrfol TTorkii of God.. Medfot^ Kor. 20. ITM. 
IMMln: Doane. 8.. Fortliind. [Me.] Feb. 19. 17W. p. 17; Frlsble. I... Ipmrlcfc. 
reh. W. 171W. p. IS. 

(2A) A "namlltAolan** eoatempt f«r the people was etiaracterlnflc of wmdo off 
tlie eterrx- Ainone tbe«e was Darkl (Hpimd. who relwkcd the bcrMj off tlM 
people** atlempt tn participate In their own rnrcmment »m followa (Medford. 
Nnr. 1ft. ITKC. p. Ill): **Thfj [e. r. tho^e who had made thcmaelrea obaoxfcma to 
the federallstt hr their antl-treatj meetlnjes and manlfeotatkm] BMiy know 
eimnph of tlie plaeea and utatlons which PrnTldence hath fisalpned them: maj 
be rood and wnrthj ni4*mher« of tlie commnnltj, proTlded Khej wonld bo con- 
tent to mnre In their own apbere. and not meddle with thlnjst too hirb for 
them. Not helnir the eyea. eora or tonroe of the bodx. they are moostrMmljr 
dlcorderlr when thej pre«nme to exercl«e the ofllcc of thene orrani.** Onrd n tr 
P.. LcominMer. Not. 1A. 17115: "Now It H certain that there art bnt few who 
are competent indisea of the mntter ("Condnct of the poTemmcvt of the Tnlted. 
State*. In the me a aure a which they hftre taken to prercnt war..**!. Tbta In 
one of tho«e thinra that the rreat boiljr of the people mnst rrfcr to their mier*. 
and be contented not to bare a clear knowledito of It tbeaMelrca.** p. Iti 8co 
Rer. J. Bird** contemptnona reference to "the I>emo*a In tbia townT* ta tha 
adrertlaement to bbi I>lacoorae..ia 8arbro6k land BerUn, Comi., April T, IMMI.] 
April 4. A. D.. 18ns. 

f24> To tbeM» enloirlea of their Prealdent. lb* people U tbeir boonr bo It 
aald. fnlly rmpoodeil. and later tboae ahamefnl attacka In the Pblladelpkln 
Anrora and other democratic abeeta. elicited little or no anpport In Ma aaatl m 
aetta. And eren a decade after death, the formation of the Waablnirton Bcaar* 
olont Rocletleft. hnwerer |mrel7 political tbeir alma, ahont the r« » r<n t o and 
afr<^lon for that *'cTe«t and irood man** to be aa atfrnia aa erer.. Ibo opintai*- 
of tbt Rer. Samnel Anstln to a fair aample: •*TITB Man, tha rich gift off tf 
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and contumely from thoroughly aroused conserva- 
tives and federalists. But it was when overpowered 
by the charge, officially made by Washington, that 
they were fomenters of the Whiskey Rebellion, that 
the burden of successful defence became too much 
for the discredited organizations. In the assaults 
upon these ** self -created societies'* some of the 
clergy took a prominent part.** 



merclfal God to thv Republic. .Tlio amiable, the re»poctahi«r. the nerer to be 
forpottea WASlilNGTCIN. .(la] one of the OMMt connpIciiotfA roeinorlata to the 
niTlne merer." WorcesliT, l>ec, 15. 1TR6, p. C See aitu Aadrewa, J., Kew- 
horjport. Feb. 19. 171i.\ p. 18: Tappan. D.. Charlentown. April 11. ITOJTp. 20. 
f^ThoM are but MiniplM of the nnanluion* attitude of iho clerpT. Madlaoa . 
/ write* to e. Pendleton, rhlla.. Feb. 7. 1790; Worka. 11:78: '*the name of 
/ the President la eTerjrwhcre naed «rlth wonderful sueccsa. bj the Treat/ | 
I partlsana.. Nowhere haa thU pollrj been exert«Hl with ao much effect a» In ! 
LJSew Kngland..** Same to Jefferson. Max 9. 1790; Workn. 11:100-1: •*ThT* 
N. England Statea hare been readj to rise en maaa afsalnst the H. of Rep. .The 
people.. hare.. lUt«^et1 to the suuimon« *to follow wluTe Washington leada.* '* 
Doubtless as the Salom Gazette (Feb. 17. 179^) remarked, his Ttslt had "con- 
quered the prejudices of msnj.** Tlie democratic opiwaltlon to Washington but 
Increased federalist affection (and in this respt'ct all the Inhabltanta of New 
Cnrland except for the llu«ton democrats were unanimous) r.ne such remarkini;: 
"I doubt not.. If an I1erodls*a daughter would dance Ca Ira., to please [the 
Jacobins].. thej would make the President a head shorter..** Ibid. The political 
seal li>d these worshippers of Washhiirton to certain excessea such as **At 
Ipswich was c«»le1»rnted TIIR Political Cbrls'mas of our cimntrjr.** one of the 
toasta bclns "GKORGE WASHINGTON: Maj hla calnmlnarnrs be forglTcn. 'for 
thej know not what thcj do.* " TvA. Orrerx. March 3. ITOC. The announce- 
ment . of the celebration of Washington's Btrthdax ^'as Introduced aa foUowa: 
"Yesterdax.-A discharge of cannon welcomed In the annlversarx of the blessed 
mom which gaxe to America a political Sarlour and Protector. Flags were 
dlsplaxed [ererx where]. .and almost continual discharges of fleura dsa joxs, waa 
kept up during the dax. huxxas and shouts Jubilant rent ilio air and from the 
mouth of er(*u the athoUt wna heanl the..:>ra.ver for the lone contlnuence of a llf9 
so precious.** Ibid. Feb. 23. ]70<L This extrsTacance naturallx laid the fed- 
eralists open to the chMrgc of ''blasphemx** wnlch the republicans Immediately 
brought up. See Ind. Ch.. Jan. S. 1707. See the attack In Ibid (Feb. 28. 1799) 
on the Federnllst toast "TUB D.\Y — ^Tlie annlTorMirx of the most Important 
•rent that erer blessed the woxld." Those who tried to celebrate Washington*! 
BIrtlidax found difflcultx In ancertalnlnc the correct date. Ihus. the first time, 
Feb. 11th. was chossn. Centinel. Feb. 10. 1788. In 111*1 a celebration waa 
held In Uoston, Febniarx 11th. with cannon, bunting and a dlnm*r. S. B^eck 
to Knox. Boston. Feb. 10. 1791; Knox MSS. XXV1I:140. Breck wrltea to 
Knox, on Jan. 10. 1791: (Knox MS8. XXVII:110) 'iast xear we cele- 
brated the 11th of Feb. aa the Freaideat*! btrthdax. but we LaTe been told, that 
Is not the proper dax. at we Intend to Teaat this x<*ar on the same occasion, I 
wish x^n to Inform roe (bx the relnm of tne pott.)** TUex dined, however. 
OB the 11th and Breck paid for «*83 Bottles off Madeira.** which waa 30 more 
than the jvmt beAvs. 

tSTi) Dr. Oagnod's acrmonn of Vat, 20th. 1794. and I eb. 19th. 1795. are 
chleOx concerned with these **pcstl1entlal** aocletlea. I.VttaIn of the clergr\ 
ln(4ted npon *'Snch eomltlnatlons of men hi a republic. . [sk] eerx pemldona.** i 
(Packard. II.. Boston. Feb. 19, 1793. p. 18.) and considered **the popoUr nQcle-l 
ties** as **Eqoa11x nnfrU'ndlx to a continuance of llbertx and equal rtghta** alnce* 
**thex constitute a dangerona artotoemcx** (Ward. R., Feb. 19, 179S, p. ST. Bee t 
also p. 14). and the Ree. Joseph Pana la cooTlDced that '*Amonf those thlnga ! 
widch hare produced audi taifellcltSco to France; darkened Ita fair prospecta.. i 
Bs«r to ruin.. Is plaUdx Tokmteera In jnlttlcs 'speaking Virder" than the cob- i 
atltntcd aothortttea:** Ipswich. Pe%L 19, :TB8w fp. 23^ 8e« alao Andrew^ 1., < 
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NoWy these clubs were the direct offspring of the / 
French Revolution. The parent societies were ' 
charged with being directly responsible for bring- 
ing about that great upheaval. They were, more- 
over, accused of leading in the terrible slaughters 
and murders which were rapidly shaking the faith of 
many in the righteousness of the French cause.* 
That these first fruits of Jacobin sowing were reap- 
ing an evil harvest in the Whiskey Rebellion was 
only too apparent. If these ''meddling busy bodies** 
could thus quickly excite an uprising, even on so 
small a scale, what but a French Revolution would be 
enacted in this country if time were only given them 
to exercise their peculiar and dangerous talents.'^. 
And the cost of the suppression of that seditious in- 
surrection was a great grief. The heart-rending waste 
of $2,000,000 was continually harped upon in news- 
paper and sermon in New England. Few arg^uments 
could strike home more effectually.** Hence it was 
concluded and set forth plainly from the pulpits that 
these associations were dangerous, turbulent, mis- 

Kcvborrport. Fth. 19. ITMI. p. 19: Kmdal. 9.. Wmloo. Frti. 19. 1T98. ni. 2ft^ 
OB p. 23. r«Mitii«>tc hr quotrt 2 Potrr II. rr^nllac "curved cblMrm;** ChaaBtaic. 
H.. New UNMkm. Conn.. .Not. 27. 17!H. p. 21; IViim. R.. iVrtUnd |Me.]. Feb. 
19. 17!». p. 19: r*j%, 0«r(Mi). P.. Mpdfnrd, Not. 19. 17!KI. pp. 28-9: SampMO, B.. 
Plrmptoo, Feb. 19. 1795, p. 20; Tappan. D., Cambridge. Feb. 19. 1T9S. p. 2S.^ 
. foot ootc. The only clcrr.rinan wlio defended and enloeU«*d IbeM **pe«tlleBtlal 
dl«itrranlslnr** clubn wa« Cbtmeaer Bradford. In tola famooii aeii u o n of Febmaiy 
19th. 17US. at Rowlej. he crl*a out: "Therefore aU the tme (kma of Liberty, 
will be naturallr led. to mir nato aU the Democratia Socieliea, both ta Fraace 
and America. Ilealtb 4k Fratemltj.** p. 18. On the prerloaa paca ba declared 
that 'Tower, bommr, |io|>ularUr. aod eren HcU ltM*1f Iwre been raaaaeked 
la rala. for lacffuare and malice to blaat tbeee anoclatloBa.** 

(20) Oaimd. D.. Medfocd. Kor. 20. 17M. pp. 2S^ 

<27) Ibid. p. 24. 

(2S) The attttade of New Eaplaad la betrayed br the folkiwlac two qaolatloiia: 
**lB nme Inntancea the. .grants fof Confre««]..are bejoad the expectatloaa of tbo 
people^ la thia |iart of the United ^tatea. .howerer. the p.-iod people wl1l..caa- 
«lder thIa aa the effect of the difference of bablta.-tbat what bcrt woafd bo 
conaldcred profaakm. wocM la other pieces be termed pcrblmonj.** Oeatlael, 
Aoic. 29. 1790. And llkewlac the followlBi; from Ibid, Oct. 4. 1794: 

**1. Tbit la the book of the peaeratloa aad downfall of Jacoblatom. 

**2. Brtaaot beirat the Jacobia Clab of Pari*— The Jaoobla aoba oC Varia bcrat 
Geaet, aad bla French Brethrea. 

**3. Qaact berat the Democratic 8octetlea la Amenaa; Tb^ DeoMicratlc flodatlca 
bemt tba Htt^oTf Rebellloe. aad tta coaneqaeacea. 

"4. Tba FItUbafv BebalUoa begrat aa armameat of 11.909 mm. 

**ft. Tba Armameat of flfteea tbooMad mea. will beret aa expeaao «C acar 
Tay MlUlan of dottara; for which aU tba paopla oC tba UaUed Btateo maat bear 
a ptofiartloaa 
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^ chief breeding, secret to boot and the real aristoc- 
racies in the land." 

^ The terrible excesses, in an age which counted a 
public execution as a holiday, were such as to give a 
shiver to the warmest zeal of even the most Jacob- 
inized American. And the report of the multi- 
tudinous examples of inhumanity rudely shook the 
belief of the clergy in the cause of the French and ^ 
their faith that even 'Hhe end was good" began to 
turn to unbelief.*^ But what operated most power- 
fully on the minds of the clergj^ were vivid accounts 
of the alarming prevalence of universal atheism and^. 
the official attacks on Cliristianity." Enthusiasm for 
the high-sounding principles of the French Revolu- 
tion did not blind a goodly portion of the clergy to 
the serious state of religion in France, nor to the fact 
that the destruction of the Catholic religion por- 
tended, not only the destructon of all religion there, 
but elsewhere, just as far as the influence of the 
French Revolution extended. This latter danger was 
not, however, at first perceived. Nevertheless, the 
dismal condition of religion and morality startled the 
ministers and made them think far less favorably 



"C The cxponte win bcirct an «tteat!oB In the people, to Itt liee and origin. 
•n4. 

**7. That attention will beget the detestation and downfall of Yacobialam and 
Ita Clnba. 

a. So all the generations, from Briaaot to the downfall of YacoMnifp, ara 
eight generations.** 

(29) The Rer. David Tappan aald slgnlfleantlj: '*Tbe ap'rtt of popular, aris- 
tocratic.. despotUm. haa cmellj oppressed (France].. under the form and pr*- 
tenslona of high democratic freedom. An uninformed and furloua popnlatiOB, 
Intoxicated with undigested notions of Its own norerelgnty for a long time 
(haa reigned]..** pp. 22-3. foot note. Cambridge, Feb. 19. 1795. 

(30) "DecelTlng and decclTcd. oppre«slng and oppresned. abandoned to rapine 
and Tlolence. to blood and slaughter: ther mill continue to bite and dcTonr 
tin they are consumed one of another.** Osgood. D.. Medfotd, Feb. 19, 1795, p. 
Si. 

(31) Besides the newspaper acconnts of the prevalent atbt-lsm In France hooka 
ami pamphleta wera circulated descrlbtag tha alarming condition. Cooaldcra- 
ilona on religion.. with remarks on the speech of M. Hupoot. dellTcrcd In tha 
National ConTcntlon of France hj Hannah Moore was first printed In Boston 
la 1794. Tha speech was on December 14th, 1792, and cootatna tha atrlking 
exclamation. **\VtiatI Thmnea are oTertnmed!..And ret th? Altars of Ood re^ 
malnl...For mjaelf...! am an athelat!** Set alao Moore'a Journal la France; 
Farmer'a Weekly Mnaenm. June 28, 1795. Tha Lettera frwn Franca (pub. 
ilshcd In two Tolumcs, Phlla.. 1790.) bj nelen Maria WPllama, an eye-wltneaa 
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of the Revolution than before." The sorry state of 
the French people is thus described by horror-struck 
divines: ** Considering death eternal sleep, and re- 
jecting the belief of God and every religious prin- 
ciple, they let the people loose from ever}' restraint, i 
and prepared them for every species of injustice, 
wickedness and abomination. . .what unjust execu- 
tions! AVliat horrid massacres!"** "The genius of 
piety and of order laments that boasting infidelity 
and irreligion ; that tumultuous and ferocious anarchy 
which. . .have veiled the lustre, and retarded the 
progress of liberty;'*** **it is certain that a very con- 
siderable proportion of the nation have exploded all 
religion, and, in some of their most public and 
solemn acts, their government has virtually rejected 
the doctrine of a God governing the world by his 
providence.'*" '*It is a melancholy consideration, 
that statesmen and legislators [in France] . . .should 

harlni; he^n Iroprlmnnl tliore. wiit quot4Nl m* mn4'h a« enjr book Id the nrw- 
paprn. See ?. e. narop«hlre Gaxotte. Nor. It. 18. ITM; ySknh 9, ITM; Ob- 
tlnel. Not. 4. ITOrS; Mass. Kpj*. March 9, ITOtt. Tlic Retolotloo la Franc* hf 
Noah Wobntrr was quoted lir the rlorp.T. See e. r* DavM Osi:oo(l*s approral oC 
It as "jndldous and lD«trnctlTe** In his sermon of Kot. 2Qtb, 1704. Later there 
were numerous books which the clener referred to. Tlie Cannlbara Pnieresa, 
br Antbonr Aafer. Esq: rXewhnrrport. n. d.] quoted also la the Pol. Repoeltory. 
Oct. 2, 1708. J. Mallet I>n Pan: History of the DestmctloQ of the HelTetle 
I'nion and Libert j- (this "ou^ht to be read hy ererr American** Is the Rev. 
Manaimah Cutler's o|ilnlflo). Another book of his was The Daufeera which 
threaten Kurope.. N. Y.. 179.1. Others used were Abh6 Burmel: Illstoiy 
of the French Clerpy: The In«lde View of the Prisons of Paria; The 
Cruelties of the Jacobins: John OIITord: Letter to Thomas Ersklne, contalnlnc 
some 8trlctures on his View of the Cause and 0»nsequences of the pr es e n t 
Wnr In Frsnce. quoted In the Sslem Gasette. Dec. 8. 1790. from the N. T. 
Gaxette. Tiie Siege of Lrons. published In Philadelphia. 1799. was another 
book much referred to by the clerry as well ss the newspapers. See e. ir. 
Farmer's Weekly Museum. June 90: July 7. 179S: Oreenlleld Oanette. June 
SS. 179.': Hampshire Gasette. July 1. 8. 1705; Ifrooklleld Adrertlser, July 21. 
29, 170.1. Amonff other books used by the clergy were The RsadlttI Fa- 
masked, by **Gen. Danean. a Frenchman.** Newbaiyport Herald. May 8, 1708; 
PIrle: Lectures, and hla Antlsoctsl Conspiracy. See also History of the 
Armies of the French Rerolntlon. Salem Gasette. Sept. 29: Oct. 24. 1797. and The 
Crimes Committed during the French RcTolntlon. Mass Spy. Sept. 10. 1197. 

(."C) **When I first read Mr. Xeckvr*« treatise oa the lirpertanee nf reUgloaa 
opinions. I doubted of the occasion for so much labour.. Rut the snbeeqoeat 
events smone ( those].. pe«>ple. .hare shown, that he had sufllctent reasoa for 
ursine the whole force of the arirument.** Osffood, D.. Meitford. Peb. 19. 179B, 
p. 20. 

(38) nske. T.. Camhrldire. Feb. 19. 1795: **Ltberated ttom the shackles eC the 
rm<s«>st supenttltlon. It mirbt have been expected, that th« French woold have 
fallen Into the other extreme, and become rellirloos enthnslaats. Bat that the 
leaders should reject all re1lirlon..may well excite astonlshneat. .** p. 17. 

(84) Tsppan. P.. Chsrlestovk-n. Feb. 19. 179A. p. 17. 

I2i) Ware. R., Bingham, Feb. 19. 1796^ p. 11. 
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have been distinguished for opinions which shock 
the reason of men, and would disgrace the under- 
standing of an Hottentot.**** **In [France]. ..we 
have seen the apostles of atheism more fanatical 
than the disciples of Omar. . .and more bloody than 
the votaries of Moloch. . . Blaspheming. . .Ood, 
have they not consecrated their impious temples 
dedicated to a false and misguided reason with heca- 
tombs of human victims t'*^* **It is astonishing that 
some serious men among ourselves, and ministers of 
the gospel, should excuse this [atheism] « on account 
of the superstitions of the church of Rome. But 
what should we think of physicians who, to cure a / 
disease, administered poison T'^ IPhe unhappy case 
of France might be — and indeed was — regarded 
rather complacently at first as a teraporarj'^ incident 
of so great an upheaval and to these vigorous Puri- 
tans as also a natural reaction against the ^'supersti- 
tions** of the ** Romish religion** were it not tor two 
facts which could not be overlooked, ijne was that 
ever since the American Revolution there had ex- 
isted riot only a marked indifference to religion, but 
an actual and noticeable tendency toward irreligion 
and deism if not downright atheism."* And, sec- 
ondly, the evidence accumulated rapidly that the 

(30) Onirood. D.. ModforA. P(*b. 10. 17l». p. S8. 

(37) Rmltli. ft. 8.. initladclphla. Feb. 10. 1703. Prtnted entirely with notes 
In tli^ lUmpehlre Qatette. March 23. Aprtl 1. 1703. 

(SA) Eliot. J., Boston. Kot. 20, 1704. p. 15. foot note. See alao Rmnona. X.. 
Franklin. fVr. 13. 170rt. p. 10: n«mar<1. T.. Harrard Ollree. 8ept. 3. 1703, 
pp. 2S-4: Bamea. H.. Hlnyham. (alao In Scitnate) April 8. 1T08. p. le. The Rcr. 
Ranioel FItllman of Boston, mho la Inclined In 1704 to look with faror oa 
the Frrnch Ilovolnftnn. war a In hia Th^nkarlrlnff ' nennon. Noremher 20th «C 
tluit year: "Wp hlchlr apniand thc(lr] pi'nclplea. Dat we cenanre and lament.. 
thHr rejection of religion.** p. 12. 

(30) Iniloed the lrr«*llploaa condltlona In the collefrea, e. (. at Tale, were Tei7 
marked, ao mnch ao that **When In 1703 Hwlaht entered..) lie prealdcncy nenrtj 
all of the mcmhrra of.. (the aenlor] claaa had Jocniarlj' ra^nmed the name «C 
the leodlnir Infldela of the eljrhteenth centnrr.** TBylor, U. C. Hire* Uea 
of Letters, p. 110. The Prealdent. however, aoon wronirht a total tranaformatton. 
Aa for Ilarrard. matters wero not better. W. E. Channlnff. who entered tn 17M 
aaja: **(:ol1eire waa never In a worse state.. Tlie French Rerolotlon had diseased 
the Imagination and unsettled the nndeistanding of men evvrywhere. .the aothorltj 
of the past was gone, .the tone of hooks and conTeruticn was presnmptnono 
and daring. The tendency of all c l asses waa to akeptlclam *' Menmlr of W. B. 

- l!7«t 
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French Revolution was directly and indirectly ar 
ix>werful agency for increasing this alarming drift 
towards perdition. Partly owing to the natural ten- 
dency of Americans, through blind enthusiasm, to 
copy everything French, both good and bad, but 
chiefly due to the zealous circulation of French in- 
fidel tracts and books and tii the increasing immigra- 
tion of these active '^agenti of Satan" the religious 
character of America was becoming radically revo- 
lutionized.^ Therefore, both as ministers of the gos- 
-pel and good citizens, for to them religion was the 

(40) A M»tc ta Kaox't hattdwrlHiifr amoair his Ictten (Id 
XLII:SO) tm^tn "Mr. VolBcr. when ta Bocf«Mi ta tte Bpctar 
prMMd himself rnitMed at tiM pit«rn« of the spirit of tte Ft 
tfcm. 'RncUnd mM h« will be reTolatloolsed tbo Mac spirit wID 
ltal|>..sB<l Indeed throocliOQt all the elTlllMd port of Bwepo ao^ 
he with the hijrhest ezoltotfcm they will pot ChrfstloBltr behind tta 
It U recorded In SoMMer's IJfe of Xoah Webster (p. ISO.) that a 
Tersatloo with Genet wan MifBelent lo torn Lla frrnn a partisan to m 
oppooeot of the French Berolntlon. The upeo^lj chanjee nas trccx po»l 
to the sntl-rellskmii sentlioents expressed br the French SItalstcr. for W^Aotsr 
ta his pamphlet: The RoTolatloa to France COasldered Ir Kespect to Ito Pk»> 
freaa and Kffect*. (K. Y.. ITM.] s|ien«1s serentecn and a half pofco (ont of 
43 pajres) connldi'TlnK the dismal stste of rellcnon and nMr«»it7 tlbcre. The lacle 
of the N«>w Eadaod clercT ^»* simple, hot It was moAf Irrefntahlj coaqploto 
to their eres. An ootllne Is ss follows: America has sopplsMlcd Jnden aa tho tammtxf 
God con»lders pecnllsrlj His own. New England belnc eapeclall/ that povtiaa 
of the United States which ls--ss It tmght to bo->blesscd sbofo all hr Dl¥tao 
spprovsl. At thto present moment the French, besides ti^lr actnal phjalchl 
warfare, seek br their atheistical Inflnences, tracto and agento to aepaiate thto 
coantrr from the DWIno fator and protection and therefore to dcotroj It (aa tho 
Jewish nation was for Its sins) morsllj ss well as actuallj. Tho 
is Terr clearlr brooirht oat ta the sermon of <c g.) Jooey 
Shrewsbory. Kor. 29. 1790. p. 16. Neither to thto extraTajmnt . ^ 

New i>Bj:land*s anperloritr ta all lines uncommon. Tho followtag to hr ■• 
mesns nnlqne. T. 1>wtoht to O. Wolcott. Rsrtford. May ». ITM. Woleott 
Mas.. Conn, fllst. 8oe.: **not only jroong jrentlemen from onr Stoter States, hat 
from eTery qnsrter of this globe wooM do well to pans a few jcnra of their 
life among ns, A srqnire onr habits of thinking and llTlng. Half a doacn to g l » 
laturs or eren scholars tired In New Kugland 4k dtopcrse*! thro tho diffcrsnt 
eonntrles of Gnrope ererr rear, woold In half aa ago chaago tho poNttenl fncn 
oC affatra ta the OM World.** 

**For the honor of oar cooatry.** exrlalmcd Rer. Hanlei Dana.- (Nowhnn^ 
port. April 25. 1790). '*we mast presame, that an enem/r-na cac«j that walks 
ta darkne s s h as tsken sdrsntsge of our riombers to sow th^mi* pe rn l c to oa tarsa.** 
p. 45. The Age of Reason **wss. .convejed st a stogto tlmo tato onr c onnlij. 
In order to be mid at a cheap rate, or »lTen a way.. Whet banefnl snectas has 
attended this T!)e siid ln#Mloas cfTort. roo (well know.)** p. 4«. Hm aaaM 
laniraage Is held hj Rer. Jedldlsh Morso (Nor. 20. 1706. p. 74.) •*Tbo Agn 
of Rpsaoo.. written ta France (..It to ssid In the hoaw. anl under the pntrsnagn 
oC Mr. Munroei. prialed there In tho Emsllsh tongusge. and a cargo sC 6ftcsB 
thoussnd copies, at one time sent (here and sold cheapl7]...or given away. Ths 
effects. .br.. these books, and others of the samo cast..(sre] evident. .and (6^ 
plorablc.]** Ills appemllx to this sermon announces thst It **exhlhlt(s)..pioafli 
of the earlj estotence. progress and deletertons effecta sC French tatrtgno and 
Influenco ta the United Ststes.** (40 psges aro ta tho appendix. 80 ta tte 8«w 
mon.) See also Wilder. J., Attleboroogh. May 0. 1706. p. 12: Tajtor. J.. Door- 
field. Not. 20, 1706, p. 11. "ta consequence of their example, and wrtttaga, to> 
fldelltj and Impletj. had assumed a boldneos nnkno«*n hef<4c..Tho..gospH r 
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foundation and backbone Oi civil polity, they girded 
up their loins, pnt on their armor and fought a good 
fight, as it seemed to them, for their Ood and their 
Country. 
y^ To begin with, the clergy were in an exceedingly 
dissatisfied frame of mind with the state of religion 
in Massachusetts. Even before the Revolution, dis- 
quieting tendencies had developed.^^ The writer of 
the Ecclesiastical History oi Essex County (North), 
and there is no reason to think it exceptional for the 
well settled portions of Massachusetts, draws a mel- 
ancholy picture of religiouR stagnation: **The first 
decadCf from 1761*to 1771, was a time when our Zion 
had reason to mourn... The second decadCy from 
1771 to 1781, was, like the preceding period, a time 
of political excitement and spiritual declension... 
the additions to the churches were very few. But 
they were fewer still during the third decade... 
from 1781 to 1791. .In respect to growth this was the 

to be rtdlculM. .Cbrlttlanltjr to be treated. •• Injurious to the liberty end 
' happlnees of iDPn..haTliii! orttrltiated lo li:iiorance. pricstcieft and fanatlclam. 
Such aa had be«a prerlcmvly tlDctnr«>d with aceptldtm, low irlorled la the 
example of a mrrat natloii« practicfllx declarlnir their adbcllef..Multltadea.. 
[to Europe aiwerted] that tyranny aud mlacry were the lecltlmate offlaprlng oC 
the Christian syatem. .Snch examples, when erery heart bi^sl with Joy. at tbo 
sttccesaos of the French, could not fall of pmdndnjr vtnhappy effocta. upoo 
the public mind. In ail«lltlnB..a number of dUtlnsulslied (haractcrs In America, 
threw off the maak of hypocrisy, and ahamefnlly abetted the cause of Infldellty..** 
Practically all the sermooa of 1708 and 1709 agree la this couTtctlon of thn 
atmtled attempts of tlie l-*rench to be **a committee nf fnuurrectlon for all the 
world** and to orertnm our gorernment, liberty and rellfloa by pm^gntlng 
these "diabolical prlnclploa of athelem.** 

(41) The Centlnel early notices the decline of religion; "A too general 1a<* 

difference In rellglooa praetlse, and a much grcnter carelesaaeaa, aa to reUgloaa 

teaeta has taken place. Ministers of different deuomlr.atkins are contending 

with each otlu>r— Ooncrrsatkmallsts. .are crumbling Into an Infinite number of 

parties. They ara dally, (as nsnal) quarreling with, and diamlaatog their 

ministers: rerlllng and ruinlni; them. As total n disunion I'aa selxed upon thla 

bmly la New Encland. as their most laret««rate opposers can desire.** Feb. 10, 

1701. See alao the Farmec'a Weekly Museum, Dec. 27, 1708; Jnly 23, 1794. Tbn 

, democrats were wholly cooTlnced that i the growth of tofldeliry was to be traced 

tarflie' qnarrt'l s of tiie elvrpy and Indeed It wa« John AdamV disgust with their 

' endless tHvliiionintlitl anlkaoaltles which dlMuadC'd htm fruci entering the mtola- 

'try. In a pamphlet called A View of the New England lUumlnatl.. [1. e., 

the clergy] the writer aays: **Bipfore the fceglnning of the. .rvrolutlon la Franco, 

they were dilrfly devoted, after the lare wsr to polemic dlrlnlty and eccleo-. 

last leal eonlrovpritliHi. .From hence mrm^. In thow atates. a strong propensity to 

deism and scepticism.. many of the laity were prepared to attend to doiaUcal 

writings; and philosophy and liberality l>ecame Tery faahlonable.** p. 8. Bat 

the fi*«1crallsts attributed It to tlie Indoence and exampi** of Prance aa well ■• 

the Age of Reaaon. Set Farawr't Weekly Masenm, Feb. I, 1708, from tho 

— ^"^ OottB. Oonraat. 
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darkest period in the whole history of these 
churches. . "^ The American Bevolution had had a 
very unfortunate effect on public morality, dnce it 
* * opened a flood gate of iniquity. The robbery of pri- 
vateering — the vices of foreign armies and adven- 
turers, . .together with the frauds of a depreciating; 
paper currency, concurred with the almost necessary 
neglect of religious institutions to corrupt the peo- 
ple.'^ 

So marked was the people's wide departure from 
the standards of their ancestors, that Governor Bow- 
doin felt called upon, in 1785, to issue a Proclama- 
tion for ** Inculcating Piety and Virtue "** This ^ 
docs not seem to have hail more than a temporary ^ 
effect. Tlie limitation of tl.e V^Puritan" Sabbath to 
eighteen hours by the legislature, after a strong pro- 
test by tlie rural members, ^cas a dreadful indication 
to many pious i^ersons of the dreary de/*ay of re- | 
ligion and moralit)-.** The conservatives saw in the ^^ 
introduction of the theatre into Boston, to which ' 
they offered a vigorous but finally unsuccessful op- , .' 
position, a horrible breeder of vice and immor-" 

\\Z\ roniiihittWmii to t^^ Kcrl«^U«tlr*l ni«lriT of Em^x CVrantr. pp. SAI-S. 
**Bat the ftct K that whil* twclre wtm charcbM of o«r order wcrt tamti' 
bi^tnwa ITiHi antl IT.'iO. onlr tbnw *uch rhnrchcv wvrv farninl bctwvva ITSO aod 
ISOO. N«r ran tht« dUparttr be acronnic^ Xt/r bj tbe rriitrr mrmarbaMst cT 
oth4<r ilfDnnilnallmia. dvrlnc tbe latter of tha two pertodK for th«x ha« Jaat 
the »ainc nnrobrr of chnrcheii formed, rts.. two, to each period.** p. MS. 

<4St Weatrra 9tar. Maj 12. ITK, frooi the Eaatera Berald (Portlaad). Bztract 
twoi. a late Tbank»rlTlnie aeraoa. See alao the Salem Gatette. March ST. ITIT. 

(44 The rrorlamatloB waa Ifvoed oa Jane 8th, liSft. It la ylTea to tho 
Am. Herald. Jnnr a(». 178.1. The whole title waa a "ProHamatfcm f or tha ■■• 
r««nrs-«*m«*nt of I*IMt. Vlrtae. Kihiratlon and >lann«T«. ami the Wnpii cfaiiaa of 
Vice.*' One mthn^latt wrote: **xoo cannot concelre the happy effect tha food 
pmrlamatkm ha« had on the plo«a people la joor nelirhborhood, copcdallf tkooa 
la antl.flrli.r. Tbe rlallaace af tbe warden* in Rozbory l9»t Soadaj, la tmlj 
worthy of rrmark..to4tead of hvndred« of carrlarea that wed to paaa to and 
from ronton, ant 'one pasaed the line. .Oar Jostlca of the reaea, that haa boI 
darkened tlie d«ior« of onr aanrtnm for thtue «lx mootba. waa yeaterday eacorted 
thilhrr by onr wanV^nn..** IbM. Jnir 25. 178S. Eaatera MaMacfanaetta. hnwertr. 
wonld not return to the old Parttaa daja ffor hr Aosoat STth. 178S. tha 
Contln**! «niK«nnr«s1 that "rBiwpi^rted hjr onr maplafrare*. ftmraed npoa by 
the thn«irhl)ea«.. aborted and Iwmlted br the lawlea* and 11ccittlo«m tha wardena 
of R»xUir.r n>in«atM from their poata.** S. Shaw to Knox, Boataa, Aaf. H 
ITRS. Knox M8«. XVII 1:07: •Tor tbe paat two or three weeks there hava 
beea Mmiethtnc like hoetllltlea betwwa IBoatoa).. and..RA3iltQrx. Tha fUttar] 
..•;nii|..H| anil actnallf proMCated a aambcr of Boatoalaaa far rldlat oat m 
the I^wd'a day.- ... .^ 

<4n> Bratatree a. ir. aererely rehaked thia act of tha letlalatara. Adama, Thiaa f 
CpkMik<» of Maam lllat., II:8M^ ~i 



Digitized by 



Gpogle 



104 

ality/® while the clergy found the increased amount 
of unnecessary travelling on Sunday, teaming on the 
Lord's day, and even the piactice noticed here and 
there of walking out in the country on the Sabbath, 
veritable danger signals of the parlous and alarming 
condition of society.*^ 

With these general disturbing tendencies, there 
was one grave danger which loomed above all — the ^ 
dreaded spectre of atheism stalked abroad in the 
land. Tlie clergj' early recognized this danger and 
dwelt upon this particular point. They do not in 
general confine themselves to a vague denunciation 
of the present evil generation, but specify that pe- 
culiarly heinous form of sin. And the considerable 
number who make a specialty of touching upon this 
obnoxious description of guilt, prove it to be more 
than a coincidence.^ The earliest Jeremiah is the 
Eev. Nathaniel Emmons, who, on November 3d, 1790, 
thus notices the present fashion of iniquity: **Tliis 
spirit of infidelty and scepticism which begins to 
spread and prevail among us threatens to destroy 
our remaining religion and virtue. The time w^as 



(46) **T6 Fathera of the people, aroase. ami attend to ttlfling tha hldcona 
moiuter (Joat cn*eplnc Into a form, ao pre^Dant with mlacblcf), before It la too 
late, and fm^trnte the alli^mpta now roaklnc by a fcvr Intcreated peraona, to 
eatabllah a tlioatn* In tlila tovrn..'* ITeraM of Freedom. June IB. 1790; Ibid, 
Jan. 8. iTin. In October a town m<>ctln( wa^* held In Bo!«ioo to conalder tba 
qoeatlnn of allAwlnr a theatre. Samoel Adnma, who wa« greatlj oppoacd. at- 
teroptlnff to ai<enk. waa mdelj drowned out by Toleea clamoring **rathcr kwdlr'* for 
the qoeatlon which waa carried **hj a very larye majority.'* Centlnel, Oct. 29, ITBl. 
Dcaplte the law the plajra continued the next rear. 1792. and the Suffolk grand 
jnrr refnaed to Indict. The goremor (aee a aarcaatle piece on Hancock'a nacom- 
fortabla position and predicament. Ibid, Dec. 8. 1792.) had a plajer arreated 

i hot tha jii«1r«*a olMMlleat to the popular clamor releaaed him. Amorjr: SnlllTan, 
1 1:273-4. In Janiiarj of thia year. 1792. the attempt to rep4*al the law forbidding 
Itheatraa failed br an a«lTc<rae Tote of 99 t« 44. Ceallnel. Jan 28. 1792. Finally 
I Boston waa permitted to hare a theatre under anltable reatrlctlona, bat tha bill 
iprohlblted the ilrama, under heavy penaltlea. In all other towna. Amory: Bnl- 
^Iran. 1:274. 

(47) Impartial HoraM. June 27. 179S: **tbere la irreater decomm on Sunday 
obaerred here.. than In many placea around aa..whereaa It la the practice of 
home people to walk abroad on the Sabbath.. It la aubnillted.. whether auch 
practlaea may not be changed for the better r* See another complaint on laxity 
In Hnbhath obaerfani-e In il:e Farmer'a Weekly Mnaeum. Oct. 24, J794, from the 
Coitn. Cmirant. 

<t8) T1«>* ln«V|M>ndent Chmnlcle before the a*«ertlon could have been need 
aa a weapon agalnat the clergy obaerrea: '*Tha forma of auperatltlon hava long 
been alaklng Into diacredlt. but aa they hara retired, infldali^ haa coma forward 
la tbelv place. Snpcmtltlou la not the preralllng characivrlatic of the preaent 
day.. OTut.. Impiety, trrellglon and Infldellty alionnd..*' i^ag. 2S, 1794. 
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Trken we were distinguished among all other nations 
[for righteousness]... But alas! how is the gold 
become dim! how is the most fine gold changed T. . . 
For near twent)' years past various causes have. . . 
introduce[d] almost every species of vice and cor- 
ruption.''* On April 11th, 1793, the Rev. David 
Tapi^en finds '*our character in respect to religion is 
gi-eatly corrupted... Sceptical, deistical and other 
loose and pernicious sentiments. . .have been boldly 
advanced and rapidly diffused... '' and begs his 
audience to '^show the world by our example, that the 
progress of true knowledge and freedom has no con- 
nection with the growth either of deism or athe- 
ism."^ The condition of religion is elsewhere 
gloomily described as affected by a "spirit of infi- 
delity and profaneness [which] awfully prevails."" 
**At this day,'' exclaims the Eev. T. C Thatcher, 
**the religion of CJlirist is opposed in every form."" 
While another clergyman feelingly ejaculates: **The 
Christian Religion, and its social institutions are 
spumed at, and rejected.'"^ With sorrow does the 
Rev. TiCvi Frisbie inquire,** **is it not a melancholy 
truth, that in these days of boasted light and liberty, 
people seem to have too much forgotten that gov- 
ernment has any connection with religion, or any de- 
pendence on the appointment or authority of GodT" 



i49) Ktcb thiit TMimible Invtltvtloa !• Bovton. the ThrrMay tdfttun, U 
**M> mach B«s1octc^l..(tlut] there aeoma to be mj little ■ttentloft.-iMild to tbe 
labonn of the iMoclated aerry..** Ind. Ch., Dee. 1, 179S 

(SOl p. SO. 

(51) Roby. J.. April 17. 17M. p. M. 

(52) Lron. Nov. 20. 17M. p. I&. 

(53) Mone. J.. Char1f^to«-vi. Feb. 10. 1705. i*. 14. 

(5t) Ipewlch. Feb. 10. 1705. p. =3. A letter from Jntfldtah Motm t* O. 
Woleott bctrajT* qvtte an alarmed and alroont iVmneast fwlinc: **I wUk *tba 
habits 4k principle of N. Kn^laad.* may proTe a Mcorttx aict. 'ihe mental epidemic, 
that Is tpreadlnff throojeh the world.* Bat wc hare too manj aaMBff na who 
are already deoplj affected with the contajrloin diaeaae both la their polltko 
<* rellckm— And Palnc'a *Ac« of BeaMm* A tbe rile answer to It hj Wakctdd 
are 1 am afraid belpinf to tprrad the dlnraae this war^Tbeae aim a Mow 
at tbe root. Tnt I hope the people at larre hare wisdom, rood aenae. 4k faith 
In their rellrlon anffielfnt. onder ProTld<*nce to dlneem A tn. .avoid tho daairen 
wth rwhieh) threaten to deprive them of their clvfl hicoetaca, Jk..rrilcloM 
hopea.** Cbarleatown. Oct. 15. 1704. Woleott MS8., CbniL BlaC 8oe. 



Digitized by V^pOQlC 



106 

The plain unvarnished truth is put to the congrega- 
tion when it is asked: **Has not Infidelity made — 
is it not still making an alarming progress with nst" 
Still another minister pointedly says: ''a spirit of 
luxury and I fear we may add of irreligion and vice 
hath spread and increased. . . We need not roam to 
all parts of the United States to produce evidence, 
for we may find sufficient within our own Common- 
wealth."** It is at this early period — ^for the lamen- 
tations of the clergy increase markedly for the rest 
of the decade — that the Rev. Jonathan Strong paints 
the religious condition with the blackest colors: 
** Never did America see a period when licentious- 
ness, infidelity, and open opposition to... Chris- 
tianity triumphed, as at the present djy. Many 
come forward and boldly deny the divinity of the 
holy scriptures. . . Even under the meridian light of 
the gospel, infidelity, [and] irreligion,.... triumph 
and prevail. ''*• But the clearest evidence of the 
alarm which was being felt is shown in the Dis- 
course Preached at the Ordination of the Rev. 
Samuel Shepard at Lenox, April 30th, 1795, by the 
Rev. Cyprian Strong, when he bears witness as fol- 
lows: **The circumstances of the present time are 
such as call for the faithful and most strenuous 
exertions of Ministers. . . It is a truth. . .that. . .open 
Infidelity and down-right Deism are prevalent to an 
alarming degree," and he continues descanting on 
**Our dangerous and alarmiuja: situation. . .there 
is now a peculiar reason why Ministers should be 
faitliful, and exert themselves with uncommon zeal 
. . .when the great and essential doctrines of the 
Gospel are so much called in question and practical 

(5.M Th«trlH»r. T.. P^^am. Feb. 1». '7»S, f*. 20. 

(SO) Ranrfniph. Not. 1f».' 17n.\ pn. 2.n n fi^ «1«o Oan n^r. P.. LMmlntter. 
Nor. 10. 1*03. p. ].*(: Lathrop. J.. Wext 8prlnftfltf1d. Fob. 10. ITOS. p. 10: BarMa, 
D.. ntn^am. April A, 1700. p. 10: I>*onard. D.. A FoDCral Sennoo. dclltrcrvd.. 
at.. Martha** Vlaojard. KoTcmbor. 1. 170.*(..p. 14; Cvmlnga. H.. BlUertca, Jane 28, 
1703. cap. p. 0; Barria. T. M., EliMtoii, Jan. 1, 1700, pp. 22^ 
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religion is so much on the decline."'^ This is sound- 
ing the tocsin of danger with a vengeance. 

It was the open circulation of infidel writings 
which contributed to the vigor and spice of their 
denunciations of the present perverse and crooked 
generation.^ That there should be this condition, 
or even the suspicion of it, shows a clear departure 
from the past in New England* No wonder the 
clergy considered the American Revolution as 
^'opening the floodgates of iniquity*' when one of 
its heroes, Ethan Allen, actually published a deis- 
tical book called the Oracles of Season.^ 



(37) pp. 25-6. The writer liat examined « namber of ordlamtton 
1700 to 1800 mkl the onanlmttr from 1705 to 1800 with which the mlntotera 
dwell upon the aoberlnir and dlstreviiins condltfamt of rellctan and the preralenc* • 
of atliriam Is rcinnrkahle. From 1700 to 1795 the writer li«» falle«l to find aa7 
eftpeclallr InirubrloiiM reference to atheiitm npon anch occaaieos, but the dlffcrenco _| 
after 1705 la atrlkSnp. Sec Appendix H. 

('iS) Retildoa Tlie Are of Reaaon, there are tho following anthers (**wlio 
hare Indurvd flln^jr njilnlona. called. .IVlntlcal to pred->ai!nate**] **Humo and 
Bolingbroke and nnnhinrer. .In bla 'chrliitlanltjr anretled*..** 8a1em Oasetta. 
Aoir. 0. 1700. Tlie Centlnel (of July 15, 1795) made the announcement: **The 
book.<cllera ere fully M>nHlb|o of the fatal elTecta to nocletj Homing to tho 
country of Ita ontlior [I'alne] from the principle* which It adrocatea. They 
read with horror the black catalogue of crimes, .committed laj the athelata, who 
lately rulinl France. . .A work Mill nioro Tile and pornlcloua. .lately aent..to.. 
the principal ltook«oIlfrii of lUMton. who. .unanlmouHly.. returned the hooka to 
the city.. whence they IsKuod.** Sn^plclon polntu the accnalng Ihiger at Phil- 
adelphia where that unscmpulons editor, B. F. Bache, wtio waa eager **to clr^ 
culatc the aecond part of 'the Age of Reason*.. becanto. .(of] a fondneaa for tho 
•entlmentM which that contnnptlhle pamphlet contains.** Fed. Orrery, Juno IC 
1700. from the Gaaette of the United Stateo. If this waa not tho book ses 
William Cobhett*a remarks on pages 11 and 12. foot notea, of hia Political 
Cttosor. ..published In rblladelpbla. 1700. Eren hIa braaen cheek puts <m 
on unaccu4tom<Ml blimli when referring to a certain American edition ot Stcmo's 
writings, for i«i«le In William Bradford** abop In Philadelphia. In reply to 
Volney's Ancient Ruins (See Salem Oaaette, March 7, 1797.) Dr. Prlestlj at* 
tachetCto the third edition of his Observations on the Increaae of Infidelity, 
Animadversions on the Writings of screral Modem UnbelleTers. and ospeclalljr 
the Rulna of Mr. Volney. Phlla., 1797. To which Vnlney replied In a pamphlet. 
Observations upon the Increase of Infidelity... Phlla., 1797. <8eo Salem 
Onset te. April 21, 1797.) Prlestly*a Obaerratioos were Tery popular. First 
edition was printed at Korthnmberland. Pa., 1794, second at the aame plaes 
1795, and It waa reprinted at Salem. Masa., 1795. The Character and Doctrtns 
of Jesua Christ... to which Is added Reasons for Scepticism In Rcrealed Religion, 
by John Ilollls (N. Y.. 1706.] was a auAclently disquieting book, hot not so 
much so aa Prejndlcea Destroyed (by J. M. Leqnlnlo, a member of the Xntkmal 
Oonventlonl which was far more **|icmlclmia** In Ita tendencies. It wa« aomo- 
tlmes addiNl to the Age of Reason as at Worcester In 1794. Vdlney*s Com- 
mon Sense or Natural Ideas opposed to Supernatural — publlahed In New Tort 
In 17».'i — WS4 an ••InlMtratc an*! o|)on attack upon Christianity. Two othvr traao- 
latinns from the French were more relied aasaults: Sentiments upon the Ro* 
llglon of ResMon and Nature.. Phlla., 1795., and Rational and Rorealed Rellgfcm 
calmb' and candidly Inrcvtlrated and Compared. London, 1794. 

(50) On 8eptenilN*r 3d. 17!Mt. a eorrexpniiilent In the Centlnel Inqnlreo: **Mlfbt 
not a BIBLB SOCIRTV In America, be rery usefnl In counteracting tho effacta oC 
Anti-Bible Socletiea. mho are Industriously circulating In erery part oC o« 
country, the iiolimnoua works of Tom Paine r* 

(00) ISllot, J.. Boaton. Nor. 20. 1794. p. IS, foot note. Ita eompleto titto wan 
Allen*s Tlieology or the Oracles of Ressoo. Sec alao Westeni Stsr, Mnrck 
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lie sensation of this period of excitement is, how- 
ever, the famous book of Thomas Paine, The Age 
of Beason, which was published in this coimtry in 
1794.^* The popularity of this book is an interest- 
L-ing proof of the remarkable growth of the spirit of 
inquiry and progress,® which later finds its develop- 
V. ment in Unitarianism, in literature and '.n reforms 
of various kinds. The * ' glacial period ' ' in New Eng- 
land was thoroughly past. Despite the efforts of the 
clergy the book was eagerly read and doubtless by 
the saint as well as the sinner, for it is considered 
'^ strange, that, in this age . . such a work should 
be fashionable;" and it is hopefully concluded ithat 
''nothing but the name of Tliomas Paine has given 
it a reputation.'^ ** Although a late pamphlet, and 
others more subtly ingenious, may be spouted 
against the Bible, '*•* yet the clergy were not dis- 
mayed rather would they buckle on the armour of 
Christianity more firmly, and stoutly man the breach 
in the walls of Zion which these infidels were mak- 
injBT; for *'God is able to defend his own cause. '*•* 

From the moment of its publication it attracted 
great attention and reprobation from not only the 
clergy but the laity .^ Many were the answers writ- 
ten against the book, so dangerous did it appear to 
the orthodox both because of its contents and the 
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1. ITDO; rmrmar% Wwktj MaMitm. Oct. 10. 1704. ThU It »m1d to 1m tb« 8nt 
d«totlcsl book pabllthfd la America. Its renewed •ctlTlty la drcnlatloD Is 
•rlncvd hf tbe atfarke apoa It. 

(Ct) 9oe •piMmdlz I. 
y (eS) "For people have loet tlieir former Implicit faith In tho opinions of 
Mlalnters. ami iiay no n«pect to tbeir bare assertions. Thejr demand erldcnce.. 
and thia renders It necessarr for Ministers to be mtgbty In tbe Scriptvres..** 
N. Emmons. A Sermon delivered at Salem. In New Hsmp^lrc. Jsnnarr 4. 
170T. at tbe onllnatlon of tbe Ber. John Smith, p. 2S. Other erldencr of this 
Independent nmtless spirit Inimical to nnqoestloninc antborltj Is the plaint of 
tbe Rer. narld Onfraod: **8o general Is tbe propensity to llcentlonsncss, that tho 
*plrlt of the tlmi*s will hanllj suflTer a man to maintain order and discipline la 
his own boose.** Meilford. Nor. 10. 11115. p. 22. 

(03) Eliot. J.. Boston. Nor. 20. 1704. p. IS. foot note. 

(IM) asrk. P.. Norton. Feb. 10. ITOil. p. 18. 

(G») Gsnhier. F.. Leominster, Nor. 10. ITOil, p. IS. 

(60) Indeed snch an uproar waa occasioned and so mnch damage to the «lemo* 
crats ami the caum* of Prsnce that the Independrat Chronicle admits: **It la a 
eircnaistance to bo regretted that the celebrated Palaa..sbo«ld bsTO toncbcd 
on BELIOION.." Sept. 28. ITOT. 
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great reputation of the author. However strong the 
pretense was to despise it as containing '* nothing 
new save... [its] hold and indecent manner, [and] 
... It can do no harm except to the young and super- 
ficial. . . [and though] The Deist. . .will hlush to see 
his cause so miserably handled. . .Indeed it's pro- 
voking to see the Christian religion., .insulted by 
the brayings of the ass. . . '**^ the r emartoible number ,rj;H 
of answers betrays the perturbation of pious minds. 
Although that book is ** more fraught with errors. . . 
of religion and ancient literature than any of the 
same size with which I am acquainted in the English 
language/*® a new edition — the 6th American edi- 
tion was printed at Worcester in 1794 — ^was in the 
press on May 16th, 1795, as the Centinel announces.** 
But this was not the only agent of moral destruc- 
tion which the French Revolution produced. For it 
was noted that *^ Among the many pernicious impor- 
tations from abroad, we may reckon, as none of the 
least, infidel and atheistical books."'* 

Neither did these tares sown by Satan fail to fall 
upon good ground nor to bring forth much pestilen- 
tial fruit to vex and grieve the godly. Indeed in the 
newspapers it is lamented: ''Tliomas Paine, that in- 
fidel in religion. . .seduces many of you, my country- 
men. You read his *Age of reason,' and think the 
Bible a last year's Almanack.'*" And again, 
** Thomas Paine, could he sur\"ey that numerous 
herd, transformed from credulous christians to in- 
fidels, by his *Age of Reason*. . .would sigh for the 

(07) namp»blr» Gaiett^. Dcr. 17, 17M. Takra from a book. The SlgM oC tka 
Time*, hj Dr. Una. This waa a New York clortrjiiiaB «bo waa coDTcrtcd 
from admlratliii of Ike Frmch br>caoa«> of th^lr atb^Uoi. 

(69) Ibid, Mareh 2S. 17M. From tb« aennoo of the !!«▼. 8. 8. Bmltk. 

(00) The Mas«acba«etta 9p7 deooaacea It as a '*paUrr performaBce. whlck ta 
iQtradM to ahake tbclr faltb la tbe rellfloa of their fathera.*' ScpC tt, ITNL 
From the Ratlaod Herald. The Salem Qaaette la eiinalljr ■eTcra, dcnovaclac It aa 
**a baniellBff Tamp of obwloto (ale) taSdeUlj wrtttca ^ a drankca •atbar.'* 
Aair. 0. 17M^ 

(70) Flake. K.. Harvard Collefe. Sept. T. 17M. p. 17. 

(71) Mata. 8p7. Kov. 18. 170S. from the Faniier*a Weekly Motcvm. 
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mischief he had wrought."" Even to the wilds of 
Maine had this demoralizing book penetrated, since 
a missionary is distressed to find that '^All preach- 
ing is thought by many here to be needless; and the 
* Age of Reason' is too sweet to the people. Oh ! The 
bad effects of lay preachers of several sorts and of 
deistical writers. ..How sad is.... [the] low state of 
religion in this place, and the corruption of prin- 
ciple.'*- 

So thoroughly aroused were the clergy against the 
French and their Revolution that they openly began 
a boycott: **Let us vigilantly guard our [children's] 
minds and our own against the modern infi- 
delity. . .'*'* "We carmot be too careful to avoid 
the contagion of their present principles.*'^* ** Those 
of my humble and imitative countrymen who adopt 
their opinions implicitly from this nation [France], 
and who so bend after every revolution of party 
[blindly admire] . . . ITiese. . . [who] mad with rage 
against religion. . .[have] instituted a farce in the 
temple of reason."^* "Let us carefully guard 
against... a perverse Infidelity — against the old- 
fashioned Deism and disregard of divine revelation; 
and the late, abominable Paganism and shocking con- 
tempt of God's holy word and institutions. . .[in 
France]..."" "Let us not abuse this liberty [of 
conscience], to licentiousness and infidelity."" 

(T2) IbM. Fe1». 23, 1790. The Mr* aArk* In jrlTrii In the Grvenfleld Gaaotte, 
Not. 17. ITIHI. to **rc«d ronr Bible Instead of tbe *Aire of ReaiKm.' ** The Inde- 
pend<*nt Chnmlcle. Dec. 28tb. 17!K(. sayii: **Monie. .applaniled thtt book.. this 
offended Moroo of the clerirr. who dltintieed the rellclon they preach, by mip- 
ponlnir It to be In danjrer from the dennltorr, and contemptlblo wrltlnfs af 
Tom Patne.** 

(7:1) Coll. Me. niat. fkic. IT (1836) 961. The diary U dated 1707, Bock- 
fleldrallla. fMe.]. 

(74) Ta|>pan. D.. Canibrldfre. Feb. 19. 17IK(. p. 24. On pape 27 ho aaya: 
"cTerj sentiment of religion and patriotism, .calls forth our utmost TlKlIcnco la 
rnardlns oor happy country from the poison of tbeso foreign principles and 



(7.%) Ware. II.. Illnrham. Feb. !•. ITM. p. 22. 

(70) Smith, ft. ft.. Phlladelphte. Feb. 1ft. 1798. quoted la the nampshlra Qaiettt, 
March 2%. April 1, 1780. 

(77) Mellen. J.. Hanorer. Feb. 1% 17M. pp. 82-«. 

(78) Wadsworth. B.. Knlem. Dec. IS. 1700. p. lA. 
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These were the sort of wise counsels and admoni- 
tions guarding the people from too warm zeal for the 

Frencli Revolution,™ which the clergy constantly 

gave. 

There was such "great danger of imbibing the 
atheistic sentiments so oi)enly avowed and publicly 
countenanced by a nation with which we have close 
connections and constant intercourse"^ that th o^im- 
migration into this country was viewed with mixed 
feelings even as early as ITQS.** 

The Revolution itself was considered as a seduc- 
tive moral plague, as the clergy repeatedly pointed 
out with earnest warninsrs: **Give heed, lest your 
just admiration of a crreat and gallant people should 
lead you to favor their atheistical philosophy. . .Be- 
ware of too close a connection with the vicious and 



ITD) 9^ Barnttrd. T.. Hanrard CoUeire, 8«pt. S. lT9i9, p. 24. J. Vftutwtxth 
m-n>t«* lo th# H^x. J. Bt'lknait. Ilaliraz. Julr 24, ITU, cooccrnlnr "theM d««- 
tractol \\m*^, «h(*fi th# mlfrhtr poviY of Ftane^ la madl;- employed to destror 
our rvltjrim & th«*ivbjr. .oar aoclal onlrr..** Belknap Papers. Maaa. HIat. Soc. CdlL. 
Cth Si<r.. Vol. IV., pf. 111., p. 601*2. ' 

(Sii) Warv. II.. Illnirbaui. P«^ 19. ITDS, p. 22. 

(St) TIh* rlinnce la attitii«1e toward tlie Prvneli Rcrolatkm oo accovat of thm 
»pr«*at1 of lilHTat. to apt^ak mlldlj. thmiKht and belief cannot be lllnatratetf 
better then In the coiiT«T»lon of the Rev. John Lathrop of Weat Spria^teld. 
A man of flrm ilcmocraitc featlments. atronrly itrejndlced la favor of tbe Rev- 
olution, he denoune«*« In a aermon (Jnlj 4th. 1TU4) a atandlnc mrmj and a 
paMlc d«»bt. lie 4l«*mand» frf>|ncnt el«Ttlon«: "To prevent a declenalon of fov> 
emment Into arNtocracr, tbe rrwarda for public aerrlcea abeald be moderate:** 
anil an orvanU<>«l. well tH»clpline<1 mllltla; an<l further aajn: **Tbe combiaattcB 
of Influential ni<*n to n*ci»niin4*nd and aupiwrt c^Ttaln candldatea. may ba aa 
«latti;«TiMi«. a* o>miptlou Itnelf.'* All thl» U f;ood democratic doctrine. The 
ne%t year Ih* roniarka (Fi'b. 19. ItV*) that **A rapid lncrea«e. .of foreUmcn. 
maj be attended with aome danjter..( which] max..can<ie partlea. .cormptlooa la 
poT<rmm«Hit. and de?«*neracr of niorala.** In aUdttlon. he beplna to thlak **OBr 
moral atate. .aurelj 1« not the most promtxlnir..** Tbe jear after he cornea oat 
flat-footed with tbe Matemi-nt <.\nff. 2S« 1790): **Tbe Immlieratlon of forelmen 
..win be attentled mitb real danjrcr to the purltj of rellfioa.** and Is wllUac 
to attribute "Tlie oihu. undl«f:ulaed ap|H^aranee of Infldellty la tbe preacnt dnj.. 
I to] thoae political eouruUlooa and rcTolutlona/* but bellerea the Amcrlcna 
ReTolntion ouf:ht to Wn the major ahare of the gnllt. In tbe next year hia 
coonctlona hare chanpetl ao radically that lie la decidedly of tbe opinloo that 
preraU*ac« of robber* and Incendlarioa la tbe United State* maj be diractly 
Iniimtetl to the Prenrh Uerolutlfln! See hia **Dlacourae.** dellrervd at the Pnb- 
llc Lecture I at Boston] on Tbttraday. March 10th. 1797. The next year waa 
d«'llTered A Sermon on the Panjrera of the Time* from Infidelity and Immorality 
and eapeclally from a lately dl«coT«rcd Conspiracy against Rellgloa and Oorcn^ 
meat. See eap., pp. 12-18. In 1799 on tbe Kathmal Faat Day. be attacked the 
French and their atheism saying: **lt la well known that.. Hooka, calcnlated to 
excite a contempt for the holy acrlptnres, are pcattcrtd orer the country. Ifls- 
aloaarlcs are employed. .to de^trcT* your GoTemment..T1is mare eff«ctnal|y ta 
perform tlieir work, they endeaTor to pn*jodlce th* people agalnat rellghNM 
ln«tltntlona. .colnmns of newnpopers sre conatantly occnplcd to rendfr..tbe fe> 
llgloa of tbe coaatry despicable.** p. 18. 



\ 

Digitized by 



Google 



118 

debauched nations of the old world**" ** since the 
French commotions, which were not only serving to 
overturn political regnnes but religion itself, were 
extending their baleful effects to these shores 
through not only atheistical books, but libertine char- 
acters. . . Those, who have disturbed the peace of 
believers, and endeavoured to turn the christianized 
and the enlightened world up side down, are come 
hither also.*'** ** While others have been pleased 
with the large immigration. . .into this country. . .it 
has excited in my own mind fearful apprehensions; 
as I knew that they would bring with them the 
vicious habits of the old world. . . And my forebod- 
ing fears have been realized. . **** Even the Rev. Mr. 
Lathrop, who up to this time is democratically in- 
clined, asserts: ''The immigration of foreigners. . • 
will be attended with real dangers to the purity of 
religion.**" 
r""^ The idea that atheism is prevalent and that it will 
\ become widespread in America through contagion 
,^ I from France is not confined to clerical minds alone.^ 
I The newspapers, especially during 1796, have many 
preferences to the dangerous situation. Granted that 
t6e aim was largely political and that it is a lament- 
able fact that ''we should see Religion put forth as 
fa stalking horse, and the people aroused on this 
subject as if our piety were in danger, **'^ the very 
fact that the charge was politically efficient throws 

(fQ) ffaropMm, E.. rirmpton. Feb. 19, ITDSK, p. 21. 

<83) fiske. N., Barrard Colleire. Sept. 7. 1790, p. IT. 

(84) 8toiT. J.. Salem. F(»1i. 10. 17a% pp. 24-S. 

(8.%) Woat Sprlnrflold. Anir. 23. 1790. p. 9. 

(M) Mam. M<*rrniT. Anir. ». 1790. This la No. S of tb« *Tni« AmcrlcaB.*' 
Kor Is this fear pocallar to Kew Enirland. It la shared In other states. Tbo 
M«B«achtiaptts Spy. Pec. 9. 1705. raya: *'A number of the Inhabltanta of 
Schenectady, are about forming, .a Socletj. for prerentlnctho profanation of 
the Sabbath. Some spirited measures have also been adopted, at New York, 
for this laudable purpose.** Philadelphia la irreatlj exercised for **somo dla- 
tlnnilshed characters had determined to irlve the full antborlty of their esampW 
In faroar of a dlllitent attention to public worship. In conaequence of danireroaa 
excesses, and for the preserratlon of the poMIc morals.*' Salem Gasette, Dec. 29, 
1795. Yet Rer. Pitt Clark is pained to dlscoror that "eren aome of our ralert 
appear backward In adding their InOneoea to (rdiflon]..'* Norton, Feb. 19, 
1790. p. IS. 

(87) SalcB OaMtte. Kor. S. 1790. 
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a most interesting light on the interweaving of poli- 
tics and religion at this period. Politicians do not 
push a dead issue. However that may be, the fed* 
eralist newspapers seconded the clergy in their com- 
plaints. A piously minded writer finds that "Lof 
these days, when infidelity is rapidly gaining ground. 
....religion. . .has become unfashionable and is con- 
sidered as unworthy of attention..."" Another 
with a groan inquires ''can the soul, fired with love 
to its country, suppress the sigh of sorrow, to find 
infidelity, and impiety, rearing their snaky heads 
among us . . "® Governor Adams, in his proclamation 
of March 31$t, 1796, appointing a Fast day, notices 
this declension of rehgion with the words: "That 
it would please [God to] put a stop to the progress 
of Profaneness and Impiety. ..which threaten us 
with heavy Judgment. *'** It is further asserted 
"modem unbelieverp. . .are now busily assaulting 
it [Christianity] with every weapon of reason or 
ridicule."** But a sceptic asks: "would not a for- 
eigner. . .judg[ing]. . .by our newspapers... judge 
that Religion was in danger 7 That there exists here 
a combination, having for an object [to] extirpate 
Christianity, and obliterate every vestige qf piety 
from amongst us. . . Yet how contradictory is this 
to truth. . . And who are they that are thus anxious 
about Religion? Is it [not] that class of powerful 
and wealthy. . .who are scarcely ever seen inside of 
a place of worship . . . "" While * * the present age . . . 
with regard to matters of morality and religion is 
[believed to be] more an age of licentiousness than 
an *age of reason'. . . " may be somewhat exagger- 
ated, yet there is genuine alarm and real cause for 
apprehension, since in the press there has "been a 

(6S) red. Omvr. F«b. 11. 1790. 8m mlao Hub. 9f9. May S. 17M. 

<89) MUM. Spy. Uaick S, 11ML 

<0O) IMd. Alsrcli le. 17M. 

(91) telcm Gaarttc Jnlj It. 13BC 

{91} nid. K«v. a. 11ML 
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late discussioi\, whether the religion of a country 
ought to be openly insulted. Judge Rush has ex- 
pressed his doubts. . . • *" 
. Clearly, by the year 1796, there seems to liave been 

\ so great and so general a fear that the clergy** as 

well as others made .irreat exertions to oppose this 
flood of irreligion, which, coming to a large extent 
from France, was pouring over the land in a devas- 
tating flood.^ The Mendon Association,^ in the Oc- 
tober meeting, 1796^ ''taking into consideration the 

(IKI) IbM. Anir. 30. 1700. IIU addrMt to the srand jurj had mora than a 
tincturo of politico for he anorts: **To the natlre groieth of InSdcUtr amooir 
tui..aapiiiu(*nlatlon«..b«To hem madi*. in cQn4«*gnence of our admiration of 
(Franco].. more Citpeciallx a* [ralne]..ha«.. Indirect I7 endeavored to juatlfy their 
Ma^tphemoiia ucaMirv* to cstlri*nte [religion].. 9aTe at, irracloua Heaven, from 
aoch patriota. and the eztenaioo of their banefal prindplea among nt.** Weat* 
cm Star, Maj S, 17IKI. Tbia was mnch onoted. Seo c. f . Hampkblre Oasette« 
U»T 4. ITIia 

(M) The c1erf7 may well be excuaed for belierlnf that Satan la abroad In 
tho land when anch a pamphlet la published and circulated aa the followtnc: 
**Tbe writer of these Notes, profesties to Im» a hearer of the Apoatlea: of coo* 
ac<|nence he cannot be a bearer of the clergy.. He Is willing to avow.. that ha 
..rpJolce(a] at the preaent dt***!* consumption and approaching fall of the Clerg7*a 
kingdom.. Tho Clergy hare l<mg persuade[d] people, that their character and 
cause, and the cause of clirlstlanlty muat atand or fall together, .never wen 
eansea more opposite. ..Infidelity has U^n greatly promoted by a set of men 
whoso pernicious ways.. have lMH*n followiHl by many.. Open Infidelity aeema now 
to bo rapidly increasing and nndermlnlng that religion which Is clirlstlan only in 
name. .Such as. .hear the heavenly proclamation.. will think there la no mora 
reverence due to the positive aaaertlona of the word of Clergyman, than to 
..Thomaa Paine. .[Both] are equal authorltiea..To [God].. the former are answer- 
able, for their hypocrisy, and pride, and the latter for his blaspheming, .and 
both for their labours la the business of ilecelving mankind.** The Gontraat,* or 
Striking Opposition Between Clirlstlanlty. And the ><odpm Religion Falsely 
rolled by that Name. Containing Short Notes on Certain Tarts of Mr. Thatcher'a 
801-mon. Delivered April 17. 1700. Fortsmontb. N. H., 1700. AnotI:er attack 
v«<ry iioaaibly by the same pi*rson. was: Ol>servatlons on Mr. Buckmin«ter*a 
Sermon. dellver«Ml Febmary 2Sth. 1700: on Tlie Duty of Republican dtlsens in 
the Choice of their Rulers. Portsmouth, N. H.. 1700. Another book waa 
Tlie ShaviT's New Sermcu for the Fa»t Day.. 0th edition.. Phila., 1700. 

(OS) Nor were tha democrata backward In casting thia nnltappy situation In tho 
teeth of ttte clergy. One kind "Friinid to the CKTgy** a<ldres«ea a lengtliy dla* 
course entitled "A serious, candid, and plain Addrcaa* to the CLERGY.** **I 
wotild sngg(*«t to your con«lderation.. whether at thla day. .political controveray. . 
may not Injure the C.\USE OF RELIGION. ..never was there a time when yon., 
were more lniin**diately called on to di'fend the GREAT IHKTRINES of your 
profeanlon.** Ind. Ch.. May 20» 1700. Another "Friend** makea a like addreaa 
**ln this Day of INFIDELITY** when he perthaently Inquirea: **would It not ba 
more condiwlve to a gen«*ral attrndance on public worahip if some of the Clercy 
were leas censorious in.. the pulpit f If they were less Inclined to Irritate their 
hear«*rs by injnilcions. acrimonioua political discourse..*' Ibid. Nov. 24, 1700. 
**A Friend to the Clergy** asserts: *'The declension of Christianity at the pres- 
ent day, l« un<1oubte«lly a great cause of lamentation..'* Ibid, Nor. 2, 1707. 
**A Layman" who replica to an earlier attack by **A Friend to the Clergy'* aaya: 
"Since the r«>volntlon [here and In].. France, although tyranny.. received a 
check.. and many blessings [resulted], yet all good men.. lament the detention. 1 
had like to have said the extinction of Chrlatlanlty In both countriea. In France it 
is nearly annihilated. In America the respect formerly paid to Chrlatlanlty and 
to tha teachera of It. la almost laid aside.** He further mourns that **tho 
Infidelity of the preaent age exceeds that of any other..** Ibid. Oct. 20. 1707. 
**In thla ago of laaaon." remarked a cenaorlona critic, **tha Barcrtad Cleriy 
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increasing prevalence of infidelity, and of the un- 
common exertions of many to prejudice the minds 
of people against revealed religion, [and consider- 
ing] it their duty to write. . .to check the progress 
of sentiments so fatal to the souls of men and in- 
jurious to society," authorized a compilation en- 
titled Evidences of Bevealed Beligion to he pub- 
lished.*' 

Altogether the clergy had every reason to enter 
into the arena of politics. As in the Bevolntion, 
when their ministrations were needed, they offered 
them freely, so now in this dark crisis for govern- 
ment and religion wore their activities displayed 
with no less imposing force and effective result.^ 

hf conntMifinHne with tbrlr mnne UU Wenkiy Uamm the TmlMlty of tbe Blkto 
Mor* than the wrtttmn of Ton PaIm.. Id the Orstloa (at IIarrar«]..Wa«litertaB 
was meatkmcd six er eljrht times.. tha SapreoM Beliiff aot eoce.** IMd. J«|f S, 
17M. 

(06) Tills asaoclatlna was of IToreester County and was a lanre and p a m e if nl 
einb. The criticisms whtdi were passed vpon these meetings and aaaoctetlaBa 
hy the demAtrats show how effectlre thej were. For an account of ttla asaodn- 
tlMi. see Blake. M.. Illstorr of the Mendon Association. It waa composed 
of the pastors of 3A different chnrches in 29 towns. The anther mrs: "Tho 
deadenlnir indQence of the Rerolntion. and the blasted path of the InMcUty Im- 
ported with oar French allies, are still traceable (In 18S0].** p. SS. 

(97 The book was pahllshrd In Worcester In ITDT and In Northampton In 
179&. What is lntere«tlnK ahore all la thst one quarter of the pafea are torn- 
cemed with strictorps aratnst dei«tlcal writing (rp. lM-398.) Of theoc B« 
paces. 42 are oompied with refnttne the Aire of Reason. In a enlpry of It 
the Ma«sachnsetts 9pjr. March 29. 1797. says: **8o rooch noise haa been ralsad 
In the count rr— Is telr hy Thomas Fatne, and., other Del*t!cal wrttero... 
fthat] Thl«..is a Tslnahle work. It will be worth.. a thousand timea Its small 
price (S7U ceutw] If lt..hoMrs] the jonnirer members of. .families back from 
the llcentlnfiisiiM* <%t the present time.*' Another book which was puMtaked 
In Iliwton In 1797 for larreir the same pnrpnee (see p. S) waa Thonehta on 
the nir««ttan Religion. . See s1«o t'. Oirden. AntliVite to Pelsm. 2 t6I< . ITPOL 

(f^) Tlie Ctfrpjr **tn the TtclnltT of Cambrldire** were mored to draw np a 
petltlim aralnst the iniquitous tendencies of the present daj, especially In 
r^rard to the ammint of nnnece«sarx trarellinit on Sunday. Ther£ are eommcnta 
on this action In the f^lem Gasette. Oct. 21. 179d. and caustic remarka In tho 
In«1e|)cnf|eBt Chronicle. Nor. 24. 1790. Bee also Impartial Iferald. Kot. 4. 17ML 
from the Centin^l. The adilress was published Oct. 11th. 1790. However It 
wouM seem that such action was timely. m« **Rpam1nondaa'* (July S, 17V7.) 
In the Impartial ITtsM. who descants on the "instltutloni of re]lje1on..( which 
are] so frequently rlolated** and on Sabbath breaking. See alao tho Maaa. Spy, 
March IR. 1797: "By the help of their bonks [1. e. the French], their tnatmc- 
tlAus, and their examples, we are maklne such . . improrements In. .Infidelity ; 
(that] ahonld the Inhabltanta of this coontry Improre as fast..aa they hnvn 
since the RcTAlntlon. I expect.. to see our merchants.. farmers.. mcchanica aa.. 
busy.. on the Sabbath, aa the teamsters and taTemkeepers In the country, and 
aa the barbers, hair drevsers. and ho«t1ers. in the city are now.** Indeed on 
rapid had the declension proceeded that "To sleep In church.. Is now so cnn- 
tomary. that scarce anybody seems to think It. .Indecent or ni-tlmed.** Impar- 
tial nerald. JuIt 1». 1797. fMm the Mass. Spy. See also RItcheock. Knon. A- 
New Year's Sermon dellTcred at FroTldence (R. I.] Jannary 1. 179T: Cary, 
Thomas, A Sermon dellrered at Charlestown. July SS, 179T. p. 21; IHrlfkt* 
Timothy. The Nature and Dancer of Infldel PhUosophy Exhibited la Two 
niaconrseo. .September WK IIVT. 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

THE POLITICAL POWEB OF THE CLERGY. 

The question arises, were these Jeremiahs correct 
in describing the religions condition of America and 
especially New England as being in so desperate a 
state; so threatening indeed that '^ unless these de- 
vouring channels ["luxury.... vice and irreligion'*] 
be stopped, our destniction will be inevitable, and 
great — greater, perhaps, than the downfall of Greece 
and Borne, or than the destruction of Sodom 
and Gomorrah?'" By no means was the pessimism 
justified. While it is difficult indeed to measure the 
•amount of genuine religions feeling at this period, 
it can be affirmed that in New England, at least, the 
prevailing tone in society was religious.* Whether 
it was far more formal and given over to outward 
observance is not the question. The point is that a 
man immediately lost caste and was a marked man, 
shunned by all, were he suspected of atheism or even 
deism. The studied attempts of the federalists to 
fasten upon the republicans the odium of atheism 
and opposers of religion, which was materially aided 
by the latter 's fierce attacks on the clergy, shows the 
i verj* great force of such an accusation. The qualifi- 
.cations of John Bacon for congressman are set forth 
lat len.c:th, but tojipiiig the list is the fact that he is 
y*a true Christian. '*'' The aspirant for political 
nonors was a prominent republican, hence the scorn 

(1) aark. p.. Norton. P(^ 19. 17W. |i. 23. 

(2) B. RvKli wrltM to John Adiiiiia: **R««o1lort..70Qr dHlnitloB of a Kcw Rafw 
tend iDan..lt wa«. *I1» It a rocctlnir rolns animal.* ** ITorkii. IX:637. foot not*.' 

(S) Haroiwlilre OaxMte. Oct. 28. 1800. from tb^ Plttafl^M Son. The aame paptr 
MIT* on Jan. 0th. 17DQ: "one of the nio«t rlrnlcnt of the tradoMra of th* 
rrmldnt. and of tho Federal Qoreminent. .haa been In the count ry abovt thrco 
rMra. moMt of trhleh time be haa iqtent at taTema. preacblnc down vbe CbrM- 
Ian rellflon. and challenglnc onr Mtnlatera to defend It..** 
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of the Hampshire Gazette, when it exclaims: "A 
religious Jacobin! Did anybody ever hear of such 
a Creature!"* ** Before you can make a Jacobin or 
an American, you must strip him of religion..."* 
seems to have been tiie conclusion zealously propa- 
gated by their opponents. **The late impious and 
blasphemous works of Thomas Paine. . . Cave been 
very industriously circulated in the United States, 
by all that class of people, who are friendly to Mr. 
Jefferson's politics. . .,"* is a charge that is so often 

repeated that it must have had some foundation. 

Evidence of the marked difference between New ^ 
England and the Middle States,^ for exampTe, in re- / 
gard to their religious susceptibilities is shown by / \ 
the attitude of the democratic Philadelphia papers / 'jy^ 
and the representatives of that school in New Eng- / 
land. The former do not hesitate at times to attadc f 
religion in the most open fashion, while the latter I 

never ventures to antagonize the prevailing feeling.^ 1 

It did attack the clerjry for their political preaching^ 1 
but cai-efully avoided, until after 1800, any deroga- | 
torj' remarks concemmg religion itself.* But this — 
far less objectionable position only aroused at onoe 
a great storm of oblo^iuy and served but to hasten 
the con\nction that a democrat was an utterly de- 
praved follow of anti-religious proi>en8ities.^* Such 

<4) IMd. Oct. 28. 1800. 

(5) \r«st(TB Star. Oct. 2S. 17B7. ^ 

(0) The Prctensloiu of Thomiia JefforMo to tbe PrMklmcj BsiimlM>d: aai 
the ni«ri;<*« ajniliwt John Ailamn Rofntcil. p. SO. Writteo taj Olircr Woicott 
nod W'llUfiiii Smith of S. C. (GIMm* Momoin 1:378. foot note] aad awwereA h^ 
The Federalist, cootalnlnf fome strlctores upon... Tho PreteB«loa«. . . Phil*.* 
1788. 

(7) Moeh more between the North and the Sonth. Jeffcraoa fo Levi UbcoIb. 
Jan. 1. liMC: "I know It (the propo«u>d an<wrr to the addrtaa of tho BnptlotB 
of Cheshire, Maaa.] will rlre jrreat offence to the New Bnstaad dcfgr** 
TVIII ^n..examlni< lt..Yoo nmlerstand tbe temper of thoiae la the North, aai 
can weaken It. therefore to their stomacha; It la at preecnt araaaned to the 
Southern taste onlj.** Worka. ir:427. 

«8) There are aereral Intrrestlnir qnotatlona from Philadelphia paper* la 
Baaen: Am. Oplnkm of the French Rerolntlon, p. 2T0. 

(9> S«*e the Boston Patriot, Aof. 10. 1818. 

(]0> The Westi>m Star. April 0. 1708. from a Pennsj-lranla paper sara: **It to 
not In France your wor«t. or «m1.T en«*mkHi are to be found.. thej walk la , 
atreeta. .and are to be found ert^ where but In yww churrbea.** 
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for example is the assertion of the Connecticut 
Mirror: **It is true that we can scarce converse 
with a democrat — can hardly look upon a democratic 
newspaper, but we are offended with some political, 
religious or moral abomination...*' This was on 
August 19th, 1816. Such a paragraph as the follow- 
ing is ridiculous enough at this day, but.it. shows how - 
seriously the-Sabbath was kept then," especially in 
Ihe country, even at 5 o'clock so near the close of that 
long '*blue day.*' "A person who had lately a just 

..*' Tb« NewbUTPort Herald. Dee. 21 tt.. 17W. remarks: "the orchard of Mr. 
Peter How. .was partlj destroyed [**lqr Democratic Tll1atiis**]..llr. Ptter How 
ts a Tcry hoaest. pfcnis man." 

(11) Hie writer of the abore qnotatloo la speaklair of his Joomej Is TSfy 
careful to saj: **A person who had.. a Just occasion** to trareL Tho nae of 
that adjectlre **Jast" Is slenlScant. The scmpulons care with which Snndar 
was still obserred. except In Boston. Is remarkable. Eren there, so far aa 
ehnrch goln^ Is concerned, no laxity sppears. The trsToler Pearson notes: **A 
man who ralnes his good name In Boston, hardly dares be seen ont ei ehnrch 
at the appointed boors. This would be Tiewed as a helnons crlmo by men 
who would consider the same IndlTldaara cheating his credlton as of small 
Import." Trarcls, p. 113. The arrest of the Judges of the Massachusetts Su- 
preme Court for Tlolatlon of the Sabbath, by trarelllng during tho boon of 
worship, Is suflBcIent proof of the sanctity of that day, despite whaterer growth 
thcfo was towsrd a less strict obserrance. Tho judges were Indicted hf tho 
grand jury for this offence and the legislature had to come to the rescue of 
judicial character and safety by authorising a "noL proa." Amory: BoIIlTan, 
1:203^. Gorernor Hancock "was fined for taking a turn In tho mall on hla 
way home from church.** Ibtd I:262-3. llancock*s rigorous action In stopping 
the theatra In Boston wss due. If one may judge from all his other ofBdal 
acta, to a Urcly sense of the strong feeling throughout the state, except la 
Boston. In regard to such ''Immoral*' things. See the Msss. Spy, May S, 17M, 
for the parallel twtween the ploua "New England tfrlstocnt*s** method of spend- 
ing Sunday, and the ''southern democrat's*' total disregard of the sanctity of 
that day. The towns eren legislated on Sunday trarelllng. Steam: Ashburnham, 
p. 108. The town of Maiden became greatly dl*please«l with the "multitudes of 
teams trarelllng upon that day." So aflllcted wvra they "with great grleT* that 
on July lOth, 1775. they chose a committee In company with one from tjrnn, "to 
wait upon ye Committee of Supplies at Watertown, or upon ye honorable prorln- 
dal Congress.. to desire that they would take effectual measures to prerent 
the same for the future." Corey: Hist, of Mslden, p. 790. An early pretest 
by a Bontonlan Is couched In the following rigorous Isagusge, which shows 
clesrly what priratlons had to be endured on Sunday: "What freeman can recol* 
tact the houn of chagrin and debasenh^nt. which this Hu tchinso n (L e. arblt^ 
rary] sdlot occasioned him without the kvenent indignation, when meeting with a 
warden. wImhu on any other ilsy he dewpltvoil. he either waa compelled to senik 
Into an alley, or like a purchased African, be sent home with a reproof! A 
law which for two months in twelre. not only Interdicted social Intercourse, hot 
cut off eren the right of commuusge with the happier brutes to unconflned sun- 
shine." Ind. Ch.. Feb. 14. 1782. See also Barry: Hist, of Mass., 111:20; Mass. 
Bist. Soc. Proc., lSOO-1870. p. 10, for the complaints of trarelera Impeded bj 
toaloos ofBclals. Illuminating Indeed Is the letter of Instruction to Wllllaa 
Eden, one of the KngUxh Peace Commlaslooera In 1778. from the Rer. John 
VardlU. In order "To aecura the Rcsiiect of the People la general especially 
In the Middle A Eastern rrorlnccs, yon will find It prudent to maintain a Orar- 
Ity In your Deportment, to join aa little as possible In Conrlrlal Partlca A 
Public Dlrerslona. The Beligloua Principle has much Influence among then; 
you will not..dlaplay eren an appearance of contemning It by neglecting public 
worship.** Sterens* Pacslmlica, KOb 438. 
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occasion to pass on Topsfield Boad on the Lord's 

Day, after sen'ice [noted] . . .tbe carefnl observance 

of it by all . . . In the s\\ace of eight miles after five 

in the afternoon, he did not see one person abroad, 

or a single person of either sex gazing throngh the 

window. . . All these families are warm friends to 

good government" [i. e^ they are strong federal- • 

ists] J- The last sentence l>etrays that strong Phari- \ J I 

saical attempt of the federalists to arrogate unto i 

themselves and their party all the virtuous and 

piously minded as well as those with other desira]>le , 

qualities. For the separation of the sheep and the | 

goats depended not merely on religious lines, but on 

social lines as well." • \ 

The prevalence and power of this religious feel- 
ing extends to political questions. Certain of the 
Xew England state constitutions adopted in the 
last quarter of the eighteenth century ^ve a good 
indication of this.'^ It would almost seem that to 
gain political office the necessary qualification con- 
sisted of a strong religions character. Electors were 
warned to *Mie cautions that. . .those who have our 
voice for a place in Congress, are men, who... by 
assistance from above, have put off the old man, 
and have Aisibly the image of the. . . Savior. *'" The 
legislative caucus by which Caleb Strong was nomi- 
nated for governor gives among his recommenda- 
tions, and not the least, that he '^ believes in the chris- 
tian reli.2:ion.'"* In the Centinel it is said "you 

(12> ^alnn Caz«*tti>. May M. 17M. I^OCy-/. 

(13) Th^ cnotfmptiioa« attlt«de of mohblalinrM whldi tb« f«d«Tallatt •nmaMd 
to w«'l1 rpltoniliM In a letter M F. Aibm to J. Smith. Boatcm. D«c. 4tb. ISCO. \ \ ^ ^ / 

(\r««rk». pt- 1. !*. "l'.) *'Wlt ao4 Mtlr« should flaah Ilka tho electrical tra | | («^C^^ 
but th4» Pallaillnni (a pmpo«rd frtkralliKt paper] ahooM be faatMlovalr polite a 
well-bred. It aliould whip JaeoMir* aa a jrentlrmaB «roa1d a ehlmnef-aweeper. 

ann*a lenrth. keeplnir aloof fraa tala aoot.** For the anhappj experleneea arltfe 
o«tracl«isi wl«.trh an alnioat aolltair d<«niocratle "irentlemaa** — ^llrtait to Maaaa- 
ebnM*tt« at th!« time— ^'xpcrleneed. tee the woeful acroont of J. 8Uii7*a bllchtci 
youth Id Story: Life and Letlera of J. Story. e«p. I:M1. 

(14) rocrr'K Charters. I:!IC4. far Maaaachosetts; 11:1280-7. for Kew Ra 
ahire: IMS71. for Tenuoat. 

(15) Hainp«hlra Chroniele. Beyt. S. 1700. 
(IC llamiwhlrv Gatette. Febw IS. ISOO. from the Mass. Memty. 
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have given a fine character of Judge Gushing, for 
governor — a man of. .Christian principles/'" On 
the other hand, it w^.s an insurmountable handicap 
for a man desirous of even the smallest political 
office to have doubts aroused concerning his relig- 
ious orthodoxy. An unfortunate aspirant for a jus- 
tice of peace in Haverhill had his appointment held 
up on the bare suspicion of it, which he stoutly de- 
nies as being totally imfoimded. **I am informed," 
writes S. Blodgett to Samuel Adams, lieutenant- 
governor and acting governor of the state, **that ray 
appointment has boen suspended [because] . . . 
charged. . .with being a disbeliever of the word of 
God, & a Redicular of it & a nonattendant on public 
worship, this charge, if true must be alarming: in- 
deed. . '"« AVrites Oliver Wolcott, Sr., to Oliver Wol- 
cott: **I doubt not but the majority of the people in 
Berkshire are federal. An effort to set up a man 
for representative, of at least a very dubious moral 
and religious character, has failed."" 



(17) Mnrch 12. 17!M. 80c two enlojclct of Snmncl Adams as a CbrlAtlan la 
tho lad. Ch.. March S7. I>oc. SO, ITM. Th« accnuatloas ajraiaat 0«orf:a Thatcher, 
confiT<*!*»iiinn from ll'e PUtrtot of Malni*. arc tntrn^xtlnfr. At "one time hia 
rellploii wan irnt cmxI: thi\r had heard he conld not Krliore In Original Sin. aad 
la Impnted Rlirhtoon«incii« — now ho xrnn In fnvor of Tiiron 8tcubcii*a |>enaloa.** 
Ceatlncl. Jan .12. 1700. A writer In the Impartial Herald. April lat. 1797. 
approrea of Inrr**n«(e Snnmor— candidate for pnvfrnor of Maaaaehnaetta— as '*a 
man of pn<M\ mnral HiaractiT wlio will regard the lawa of God and hla coantry..** 
Moaea 0111. wbo xku< i\w lleutennnt-goTi>mnr fur a numlter of year^ was ez- 
ceeillngljr ploti*. Si>e a pnff on this point In the Maaa. Spjr. March 20th. 1797. 
An anecdote la rerj lllnatratlre of that Ihiritan and hIa cnatoma. "He had • 
neiero among fhla hired men}.. and alwa.ra riaing earlj with them...pra7ed 
b«»fore hreakfa«t nnd work, he (nuc«-] thanke«l God.. that He had pre<M»rTed them 
through the nh'ht and gtren them to aeo another morning. The negro, at the 
doae of It. Mild: *No morning yet. manaa.* ** Coll. Me. Hint.. 80c. IV: 204. 
In 1800 It la aa«prtei1: "Mr. Strong H a Cbrlatlaa. and m> la Mr. Gerr.r. Mr. 
Strong la a rcdcrallat, Imt Mr. Geny la one llkewlae." Ind. Ch., March- 8. 
An "Old Whig of *T.1 en 11a nimn the free electora of Maanae^naetta to elect *(1) 
Men of pletjr. religion and virtue.* ** Centlnel. Mardh 23. 1700. 

(18) Adama Maa. N. Y. rnbllc Llbrarr. 

(10) Litchfield. Not. 2R. 1700. Glbha: Memolra 1:403. The Maaa. Spy, 
Nor. .10, 1700 (from the Farmer* a Wei^kly Mn«eum) In reference to the Prcaldea- 
tlal «>1nellon alcnlOcan'lv najrn: "A nilcr of pure morale, and ardt^it piety. cTery 
rational anhjeet mnut prefer to a I>elt«t and a Latltndlnarlan. A French phll- 
oao|ih«T. and nn admirer of the *Age of Rea«on.* ought not to obtain • aolltarj 
•nffrare." A further attark on JefTerKon: **A quondam GoTemor . . U now 
actnallx ein)>)i»}'ed la reTlaln? hIa tranxlatlon of a famoua Athelatlcal French 
work. T1ila..la lnt«*nih*d an a «rqii**1 to the Age of Reaaon..*' Weatera Star, 
Oct. 23, 1707. See alao the PoL Re|M»«ltorx. Sept. 16, 170S: **Jeirenion..haB 
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As early as 1796 opposition to Jefferson arises 
because of his liberal beliefs — only liberal was not 
the adjective applied to his religious views by the 
narrow minded in New England.^ The method of 
the federalists in this direction was a matter of com- 
plaint by the republicans. **Another person puts 
up some favorite, and to help the candidate he pro- 
poses, undertakes to invalidate the character and 
qualifications of the first. . . ; giving public informa- 
tion, that he is not a friend to the federal oonstitn- 
tion, and the treaty with Great Britain — ^is a man of 
no religious principles, or is a deist, &e., &c"" 

The stren.2:th of religious feeling and the general 
Iborror of atheism can be gauged by the declaration 
of the president of Har\'ard College, in a newspaper 
in 1791, that Gibbon's History of the Fall and De- 
cline of the Roman Empire is not used in that insti p 

tution.^ But the strongest evidence is presented by \ 
the extraordinary povrer still wielded by the clergv^^ 
in all the affairs of the people. 

Of their almost absolute power in the early years 
of the history of Massachusetts there is no question. 



' partaken nf a Sanilaj** feavt at Frt*<l<*rlck«hiinr (Vlrclnla). .while tiM 
<1(*nt.. (wan) ft^an1t>rnl1.T aiiim^iimciI. an(1..n>IlfEloii tramplvd under foot!** 8<>c alM 
IbM. Oct. 30. 1708: 8ti><1man anil llntclilnMm: Liltrar?- of Am. Ut. 4:24»-SSl. 
J«*lTi>rt«oii*» coatciiipt for the **prl«»st rMdcn** people of New Easlaad and hia 
hatriNl for the rKT?r. who an iin«|»arlnir1y and vawarrantaliljr TtUfted him. la 
well known. The hitter warfare hetweeo the two. after 1800, haa heen tUor- 
oitrhlj treatetl In Adama: Illat. of the T. 8.. 1:^7-33%. But hla wrttlnss beftor* 
1S(«0 N't ray hU fa«t jcrowlnf rem>ntment toward the orthodox Tiew of him 

!ln New Rncland. — 

(20) Sratteretl thronirh the hook. The Pretenalona of Thomaa Jeffemoo to tfee 
■ rniildoiu7 Rxamlned.. are rarlon« atrlctnrea aicalnat hla liberal rellrloaa 

Tlen-». On pare .^7 after niaklnir much nf hl« friendship with Paine (p. S9 nlao] 
It qaoteK with horror the famooa remark of Jeffermo: ** *lt doen me no I^Jwy 
fnr my netf:h1w>or to aa.r there are twenty rod*, or no froda*..** **It la not for> 
rotten that the Hatlonal Oaaetta. published.. nmler fhla] an^pleea. .loat no con- 
renlent opportnnltjr of making a moekenr of religion.. ("See the. .IMth anm- 
her'*..] and TlllfjrlnK the elerry of the eoantrj.*' p. 3S. "Tom JeffcrMm hn* 
t attempte<1 to diaprore the dclut* — ^haa made It a qne^tkm whether the Almlchty 

I ever had a elioa«-n peofde and ha«. by example and praoept, d'aeovntcaaaccd p«V 

; lie worah'p.*' p. 40. In the Ceotlnet (Jan. 1. ft. •. 17M) Jefferaon la attaeked 

hy **A Plain Amerlean** for InfldelItT amnnie other thine*. Monroe la llkewfaa 
inad«* the target hj "8clpto. Junior'* In a aerlea entitled **Th« Felo de 8e or 
Monm<» mnrlrtp*! of lneon<Htem*}r. Infldelitjr. and Ingratitude from kit own I>00> 
UMFNTS.** Ibid. March 7. 10. 14. 17. 24« 31. April 4. 11. 19. 17M. 
(21 > Ilampahlr^ Gasette. Oet. IS. I7M. ' 
(S3) Adama: Ufe In a N. R. Town. p. 118. footnoCo. 
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And this oontrolling power seems to bave continued 
in nearly its pristine vigor until the granting of the 
new charter under William and Mary. But from 
that time there was a gradual decline, especially on 
the coast® The Revolution seems to have accele- 
rated this slow growth but little at first. Neverthe- 
less it had given birth to forces which, combined with 
others, were destined to emancipate the people from 
their excessive reganl for ministerial authority. 

The liberty of choosing and dismissing a minister 
at will was a privilege the people dearly cherished 
and vigorously maintained. The proposal to abro- 
gate this power, just before the Revolution, was so 
zealously resented that it cost the place of those rash 
ministers who were converts to this new and hereti- 
cal doctrine.^ The attempt of the Rev. Mr. 
Thatcher, immediately after the Revolution, to as- 
sert this needed change in the relation of pastor and 
congregation fared no better.*' In the pamphlet of 
this author^ and in the reply by James Sullivan,*^ 



(23) It wcDM to haT« fiikcn nearlx • (rencmtloo to dcprlre the tler^j of their 
•loMMit ahaolutc political power. Qalncj: Hl»t. of Harrard College, 1:810; Brad- 
ford: niat. of Mam.. 11:101. 

(2%) The dorryman wan Znbdul Adama. Hh pamphlet wa« publlthed la 1774. 
Drake: Diet, of Am. DtoprapliT, p. 0. 

(25) noni'CTor. Koni^ of the clerpj were at 111 Inclined to denj thla rifrht of 
their eonpreiratlon. For the Rer. KtH^nexer Chaplhi's pamphlet Conirrefratlon- 
allam..or the Rlirht and Power of Conm'rpatlnnal Churches to choo<ie..aDd to 
reroore their Ofllccra from Ofllce.. [Bonton. 1794] waa a rtjsorona attack vpon 
the preralllnc cu*tom. Two yeara later. Esra Orlswold published A Letter !■ 
Annwer to Rev. Darld Perry'a Rliort View and Dcfenwe of the Ecclesiastical 
Rlchts of Man (Hartford, liOOT]. This exempli Afs the general attitude of 
the New Gnrlnnd cl-rcj toward thi* dfrnocracy wl'Irh wa« plarlni; haroc with 
their power and antliorlty. "It appears.** qnoth thla dlTlne, **that Mosea and 
Aaron, ihclr mioronnorp. and all the clrtl and sacenlotal rulers of the Jewa, wer» 
appointed lnd<i'<'nd<*nt of the |tcnple*ii anffrare^. . That Korah and hia followers 
who undertook to plant the tr«*e of niodt*m liherty. .hottom«Hl their rehelllon upon 
the same principles, and accompanied their unrUchteona deeds, with the tam* 
ohJ^cCloi^ and arcKnirnt<«. a« liare txvn acttre In the m^rrlce of dcmocraer. at 
erery aedltlous commotion, that has hofn fomented In chnrch or state [since].'* 
p. 11. footnote. An Ironical piece In the Me«lley or Nowliedford Marine Journal, 
Julj 1. 1700. preai'nts the peoidc*s attltnde: **Fnr If our people aliould once 
jret conflrino«l In this hnlr-hralned notion, that thex hare a ripht to judre of 
preachlnff, and of the qnaliflcatiom* of preachers, .there will be an end of all 
order, peace, reirulatlon. Minlaterlal dlcnlty, and pro&tahle rell?|on." 

(20) Obaerratloiia upon the Present State of the Cltrer of Kew«Eagland«. 
(EfiiHton, 17^.] 

(27) Strictures on Rer. Mr. Thatcher'a Pamphlet Entitled ObaerratloBa. . 
(Ronton, 1784]. There la an extract from the Rer. Asel Dacbu«*a sermon before 
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there appears excelleat evidence that a change was 
in progress, both agreeing that the clergy have lost 
in authority by the Revolution. The former laments 
that he perceives a new and evident ''indifference" 
to the ministry by the people," while the latter 
soothingly maintains: ''the attachment which the 
people have formerly had to their ministers, is by 
no means abated, although that servile awe, which, 
in a royal government, was felt both towards magis- 
trates and ministers, may have been dissipated by 
the revolution.*** The latter was a true observer of 
the trend of events. The democratic impulses en- 
gendered by the Bevclution extended to the attitude 
of the peoj^le toward their parsons,** while the pov- 
erty of the people caused much friction between them 
and their pastors and the fluctuating paper currency 
developed many differences of opinion and even 



tb« Free-MiiwMis at Lltchfleld. Cona.. 8«i»t. 27tb. 17M. Id the RamiMMre G*- 
ictte. March IStli. 17S3: * 'Should xoa conrert your aorlrtj tata a yriitleal OakaL. 
700 will he Tleweil anil treated with the rame eoatcmpt aa baa befallcs Saaaa- 
cratle dnba. Cltriad Xaflntaoa aad Arlatocratic OomblnathNK.** 

(28) Thatcher. T.. Oharrrattoa*, etc.. p. 8w It la Interratlair to note ham the 
ReToInttoaarr doctrines had operated to pall dowa aatborltj la charch aa vdl 
aa atate. For the learned dlrlae ohserreo: **The doctrine hath beeaaaa fai*- 
looahte..that. as the clerpx are the creatnrea of the people, ther ooiiit tm ha 
kept In the doaoat depcadeace apoa them; that they maj, at aajr tfaw. Oa- 
mliia them..'* p. 4. **It la hlirhlx danpenma to the latereata of rellfloa, la haro 
aoch a power lodjsed la the haada of the people..** p. •. 

(29) SolllTaa. J.. Strlctnrea. etc.. p. 4. He farther admlto <oa p. 8) that 
'There la aot qatte ao moch formality and affect too. If there la ao oach hjpae- 
rlay. In either rolnUtora or people bow aa there n«ed to he..** A story whkk 
duly went the rooada of the aewapapera la 1T07. ahowa decMcdlj that tht 
nnboaaded respect waa aomewhat dimlnlahcd. The Mttre la that a ctaryaMa 
aaka a hoy to direct him to a eertala place. The lad replies hy polatlaff oat 
a aira hoard aad tellbut him that "The Paraoa** will Inform him. Oa asktaf 
the reaaoa why a slpa hoard ahoold ho thos called, the Inqalrer la told b e e a aaa 
It polata oat the way la which It Ititelf aerer roea. The aermoa preached at 
Boatea at the ordlnatloa of the Rer. Clark Browa hy Rcr. B. N. Woodraff of 
Machlaa (Boatea. 1705]. la which he eomplalaa greatly of **tho dlapo«ltloa of 
ao many [ministers] to degerade their office, aad to leasca their laflacaco by 
acconntlaj; their poraons anitahle compaaloaa for every compaay aad aeeaataa..** 
(p. 10) slpntflea that the chilly a)oofne«a of the colonial tlmea waa belaff relaxed 
aad moderated. 

(30) A certain trrellirloaa "Plao** remark^: **It doea not reqnira macb peno- 
tratlon to perceire the clergy are at their wlt*s cad. to reeoetr tba laflacaca 
lost la the American Rcrohitlnn. and It aeems the convlctlea, that the l a na t iardl* 
aatloa to the cItH lavtltntlrais of society (preached op at that day), pro da ced 
coeseqaent dlsreapect to rellsloaa laatltatloaa. la pretty seaerally aadcratood; aad 
from aa analogy of reasoolni;. the same thing might happen agate..** lad. Gh., 
Itpt. T, 17V7. 
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quarrels, which sometimes &nded in lawsuits.'* Wes- 
tern Massachusetts was especially afflicted with 
poverty, the chief factor of Shays* Rebellion, which 
caused division in iQocks and even dismissals of a 
few shepherds.*^ Perhaps the greatest shock to the 
authority of the Congregational clerg}' was the fact 
that many, comparatively speaking, adhered more 
or less openly to Great Britain. This was especially 
true of the western part of the state. Nevertheless, 
whatever diminution this order had suffered in the 
eyes of the people, it is true that their prestige was 
still unshaken to a considerable degree." 

An incident in tho election campaign of 1789 
demonstrates how potent their influence was in de- 
ciding even political matters.** In the Hampshire 
Chronicle, taken from the Boston Gazette, is a simu- 
lated negro dialogue. Says Cuff, **I tell ye, da like 
dem well enuff, only da [Hancock and Adams] stand 
by de people and wont let de Aristiek party make 
slabes of dem,. . .da [the **Aristick8,'' c. ^., the Bow- 
doin-federalists] intend to get all de ministers on 
dare side.'**^ With a great flourish a republican ex- 



<31) Hot* MHralf: Hint, of Mi*Q«1oit. p. 310; Panlel: ni«t. of Oxford, pp. 96-9. 
James SvlllTan la hU Strlctnrea on the Rer. Mr. Thatcli«r*a Pamphlet, admits 
that "a« their living amae. In a irrcat mcasare. from an annual aalarjr, when 
the eoontry suffermi under the oppro«i«k>n of paper moucj. they became peovliar 
aofferera. .** p. 7. Mr. Tltatebcr't Obaerratlooa takes up In detail the mtnl»- 
ter** nnfforlnpa In thia partlcnUir. Krim IloHtun mlnUtiT* wore not exempt. 
Sc« "Financial EmbarraHamonts of New Eoirland Mlnlatert** In Proe. Am. Antl^ 
Roc. N. »., VII (IKKViSlil) 120-1.YV. Chlodjr an account of the Rer. Jeremy 
Belknap*a prolonircd and acute dllBcultlea with his pariah OTcr his salarx* 

(.12) Holland: Hint, of Wcntcm Maan.. l:2!m. Daniel: llUt. of Oxford, p. 00. 
Iioclallj. the rcfinlts In the communltr were deplorable: **Member« of the same 
famlljr became alienated, .many pergonal enmities cnjeendered.*' which, acc«ri1ltt« 
to a note on the same page (00], were only bcfflnnlns to paas away In 1S18. 
Rer. Job Wrlcht of llemardston waa dlsmlaaed. Am. Bloc. Diet., p. 673. 

(3.3) See Appendix J. 

(34) 8. Pexter to J. Bowiloln. Dedham. Dee. 13. 1783. Mass. Hist. Soc. CML 
7th iH*r. VI: pt. S. p. 30: **The Prime Minister (of Hancock. l>r. Coo|ier] now 
Ilea sick of a ferer..hl» recoTcry..lf It «hould take place. .will ^re htm aa 
opportunity to be more of a spiritual man and less of a politician.** 

(3.'&> March 11. 17H1I. W. Gordcn to J. I(i>1knap. J. Plain. [Roxbory]. Sept. S. 
1770: **These pamons are strange fellows. .If cpnstltutlons are attempted to to 
palmed upon tho ptntple which are unfarorable to liberty. on« of these blacti 
coata makes his a«sanlt In open day. and demolishes the labonrs of • select 
eonrentlon. another worka In the dark, and ancceeda Iqr tap.** Belknap Papenw 
Mass. Hist. Soc. ColL, Otb aer., IT; pt. .% p. 151. 
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claims: "It is a fact, that an addresser to Hutchin- 
son asserted, that the. . [federalists] never should 
be able to carry their plans, till the clergy was en- 
listed into their service. This in a great measure 
has been effected..."* Indeed the same charge 
is made on October 5th where "An Old Tory openly 
asserted. ..that the aristocratic party could never 
gain an interest in America; till they had enlisted 
the CLERGY on their side. They have too far suc- 
ceeded.'* Tlie English traveller Duncan notes: 
** Clerical gentlemen have here an astonishing hold 
upon the minds of men; the degree of reverential 
awe for the sanctity of their office. ..approach to 
idolatry...'*'^ This is indeed forcible testimony, 
but no stronger than *he words which occur in a let- 
ter from Benjamin Lincoln to Washington. Refer- 
ring to the adoption of the Constitution, he writes: 
**lt is very fortunate for us that the clergy are pretty 
generally with us. 'JTiey have in this State a very 
great influence over the people, and they will con- 
tribute much to the croneral peace and happiness.*'" 
Finally no surer proof of the influence of the clergy 
can be adduced than tbe incessant attacks made upon 
that order by the republicans from the winter of 1795 
until after the War of 1812. That party, fully cog- 
nizant of the result of ministerial political activity, 
spared no pains in cajoling, threatening, and seek- 
ing to undermine their power.'* _ 

C3«) laa. Ch.. Mar IS. ITML 

(37) Trarelt. p. 113. He wm 1b thta eoaotTT in 1S18 ana 181ft. TVe late- 
IHmilont ChroQlrle. S«t»t. l.\ 17M. annoonrrs that at tb» O o BiBKnceni#at of ttaa 
Rhode lalaod Collrire ob S«pterobi>r 3r4. **ther« waa Aa Oratlca..oa tba Falltlcsl 
InfloMce of the Ckr^y." See alao Ceatiael. April 27, ITML 

(38) I>ehatea..te the CoBTcntloii. .of Mavaachnaetta. p. 408. 

(39) The followlBfr to a aample of the threata which the dcrvy wcrv aohlcctti 
to. but which had bo effect vpoo the acerbltr of their refBarfca: (Hte aatlsMta 
of the BBUber of the«e "fonwom** clcrir waa aa crldeace of bla wlah rather 
thaa the facta.) **IlBt the moat formidable part of the coBdact of thena peopte 
[the fedcrallata) roonlata Is their ealtotlBf a few clerigrBieB lato their acrvlw. 
la thto..thr wm fan aa the (clernr]..wlll [aot] joia then Ib adTocatlBS tht 
caaaa of tbe Brlttoh. ar attempt to weakeB theae repobllcaB prtBdplaa. which 
hare bcra tbe barrier af:alB«t the latrodactlaB of the Eptocopal BIcraKh/ IbIb 
thla coBBtry.** lad. Gh^ Jam. 8^ ITH. 
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This bitter warfare was precipitated by theVigor- 
ous and caustic sermrn of the Rev. David Osgood on , 
November the 20th, 1794, this being the day of the 
— celebration by the state of the annual Thanksgiving. 
Up to this time whatever ill feeling existed had been 
largely repressed, lliere can be no doubt but that 
some of the clergy had no hesitation in expressing, 
privately at least, their opposition to the tenets and 
practices of the Frem^h, for there are occasional dis- 
paraging references to '^ pulpit drummers" as early 
as 1793 and it seems the National Gazette, a demo- 
cratic paper, a year earlier indeed, was accustomed 
to ** vilify the clergy*' and to "constantly" ridicule 
religion.** But the sermon of Mr. Osgood precipi- 
tated a struggle which rapidly enlisted all the clergy, 
with few exceptions, on the federalist side and pro- 
duced a union of interests and feelings which wan 
largely responsible for that party's life in Massa- 
chusetts a number of years after it had been snu£fed 
out elsewhere. 
^ The ostensible cau^o of this anti-democratic dia- 
1 tribe was the rather injudicious omission of all refer- 
ence to the Federal government by Gov. Adams in 
I his proclamation for the annual Thanksgiving. At 
\ this day this slight may seem trifling, but then it 
\ loomed large in the eyes of the ardent party men. 
\Gov. Adams and his predecessor, John Hancock, 
' were accused of anti-national views and indeed a 
somewhat petty and joalous attitude toward the cen- 
tral government.** At any rate this Thanksgiving 
day sermon made a profound sensation and aroused 
the sharpest division of opinion. And well it might. 



(40) Orntlncl. 8n>t. IS. 1792. Tbvrc 1« aim la the namiMlilrr Gazette. Oct. 15, 
17M. a defontie and mlor7 of the flern' w1m> **baTp prorcd thein«elTM •qnallj 
aaefol as inwMl clttx«»nt and paMIc Invtractors.** This la mora than a mooth 
brforc RpT. Darld Oagood'a faoMMia icnnon, which waa tha firat natahla attack hf 
the clergy apoa the democrata. 

(41) Thin wan a comnmn belief at that time. Sea e. ir. J. Maraa to O. Wal- 
cott. CbarlentowB. Dec. 1*. 17M. Wolcott M88.. Ooim. Ulat. Bae. . 
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For he paid his respects to the governor of the state 
in the following censorious words: "Unless we sup- 
pose him to have fallen under the baneful influence 
of those [democratic] societies [a charge often made 
and with a considerable degree of truth it would 
seem] we know not how to account for his having 
hazarded a proclamation in which we are directed, 
neither to give thanks for any advantages enjoyed 
by means of that goveniment, nor even to ask the 
blessing of Heaven upon it.'* But the major part^ 
of the criticisms were directed toward the Demo- 
cratic Societies and their evil tendencies and effects. 
Finally their alleged connection with the Whiskey 
Eebcllion was graphically traced. Other clergymen 
of this persuasion found it likewise a suitable occa- 
sion for advancing the?r views in support of the Fed- 
eral government,*^ And while they generally were 
moderate in their utterances and guarded in their 
criticisms, the imanimity of sentiment was so strik- 
ing that it led the Rev. Jedcdiah Morse to exult, "The 
thanksgiving sermons in Boston and its vicinity 
(with only two or three exceptions) all breathe the 
same spirit — [of federalism]."** 

But the zealous Dr. Osgood did not stand alone in 
the advance guard of federalism, for the Bev. Mr. 
Gardiner of Boston was responsible for not a little 
of the growing wrath of the incensed French sym- 
pathizers If his detractors may be believed, he was 
accustomed to spend the Sabbath, and the other days 
in the week as well, echoing and even surpassing the 
** abusive illiberal sentiments*' of the minister of 
Medford.** To relieve their harrassed feelings, the 



X 



(42) 80 rrcat wmi the demaad for political preachlDr that Rev. DaTld Oagood 
art Dally felt railed upoa to Tindleate klmnelf for allirlittoe the to|«le la kto 
ThankurWInr dar aeniMia at CbarleatowB la the afteraoea of Pcbraaiy 19th, ITOB. 
8<H» f>are A. fontnote. for the apoloR^. 

(4.1) Tb O. Wolcott. Charleotoim. Dee. 17, 17M. Qaoted la Loire: FaaC aad 
Thaakurlvlaff Daj-a of N. B. p. MS. 

(44) This m Importaat teitlaiooy to the faeC that the firfated acrmoaa «r 
the clercr cooatltvte oolj ■ rtrj saiall fraetloa of tho effoetire actlTo aatl* 
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democrat raised a prodigious clamor in the columns 
of the Independent Chronicle against these presump- 
tuous parsons. *'A Friend to the Clergy and an 
Enemy to Ecclesiastical Presumption*'^ appeared 
in several numbers, tearing the sermon and the repu- 
tation of Bev. Mr. Osgood into shreds. Still more 
severe are the animadversions directed toward the 
Rev. Mr. Gardiner of Boston. He was described as 
"The EPISCOPAL CANON, or the Trinity-Church 
Trumijeter,** and again as **A certain Episcopalian 
'thumper of the pulpit drum' [who] . . .on Thursday 
last endeavored to entertain his audience with what 
he termed politics., .[vrho] denounce[d] all Consti- 
tutional Societies., .[and] as for France, even the 
accounts of her most signal victories must to chris- 
tians, be a scene of Ilorror.^^*^ The issue of Decem- 
ber 25th is enlivened by the caustic remarks of **A 
Friend to Decency and Free Inquiry,'' and a ** SEV- 
ENTY-FIVE MAN" who appears excessively spite- 
ful in his castigations. Later the offending clergy- 
man of Medford is severely handled by two indig- 
nant citizens. One points out 'Hhat the language of 
Mr. 0. with respect to the French nation, is exactly 
similar to that used by the Bishop of Llandaff against 
the people of this countiy. . .Feb. 20, 1767. . . He re- 

Frencb and antl-dcmocratlc rampalrn which the clorjrr cnirapiNl lo more and 
more. Tlie Halem Gaxctte rajra: **We haTe beard much of late, both from 
the pulpit and preaa. of the baneful Influence of part lea. and aelf -created 
aiiclethii.** Jan. 20, 170.%. 'Thoclon** atwrta: '*S«*ntlmt*ntB hare Iteen of lata 
tnin«crlbed Info aernion* [apalnat the Democratic Socletlea].*' Ind. Cb.. Jan. 26. 
liin. The only printed nermon la Rer. David O«ieood*a attack on Not. 19th« 17M. 
The Indi'itendcnt Clironlde on Dec. 11, 1704. cornea out with a blttemeaa and • 
UM* of a tt*rm of n*proach "nrltlnh Iilorarchjr.*' which waa a mere commonplace 
later, but aurprUtns imV^'d at tbla date: "With what effronterj then muat anj 
memlMT of the Rrltlsh hierarehjr be dlntlninitahed In America for reproliatlnff tba 
pame imiIIct In France.*' I. e.. for onilttlni: all refenmce In their cpiutltuthm 
to "the cxlatence of a Deltj"'* aince **the phllonophera of France bare copied 
the phltoaopbera of America** In regard to relli;lon and tbe.OonwtltvtIon. la 
• footnote to Rev. Jedlillah Mome'a Tliankurlrhii; aermon of Feb. 19th, 1705. w« 
are farored with an extract of bU (nnpubllabed) ThankaplTlnc aermon of Nov. 
inth. 17M: **Tbelr cauae la nnqneatlonablj food^Bnt for their cmeltlet, and 
eapcclatly for their Implctlen. we can find no adequate escnaa. It woold dta- 
cn-dlt the bent of canae«..to blend auch cmeltlea and Impletlea with It..** p. fiS. 

(45) Dec. 22..17M. The third Inatallment cama ont Jan. 8th, 1793. Aaothtr 
Jan. 6th. 

(40) Ind. Ob., Not. ST, 1794. Sec alao Ibid, Mot. 24, 1794. 
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proaclies them [thatj instead of civilizing or ooa- 
verting barbarous infidels, they have themselves be- 
come Infidels & Barbiirians.** The other amon^ sun- 
dry rebukes announces the alarming discovery -that 
"some gentlemen in the clerical line. . .were joining 
the British party. "^^ "A True Federalist" indig- 
nantly complains that, ''It has become quite fash- 
ionable for the Clerg}' (especially some of a particu- 
lar description) to blond a great measure of politics 
with the religious exercise,*' and then goes on to 
abuse Rev. Mr. Osgood liberally. 

One can estimate the alarm of the democrats over 
the attitude of the clergy by the continuous stream of 
vituperation and complaint which from now on finds 
place in the democratic newspapers. Such attacks 
naturally begot replies. Mutual crimination and re- 
crimination increase until a democrat becomes syn- 
onjnaious with an opponent of reli^on. Besides 
these squibs which were filling the Independent 
Chronicle, an answer to Osgood was written by 
James Sullivan under the guise of Citoyen Novian«^ 
This was a sturdy defence of the French against the 
various accusations urged against them. But it 
achieved far less success than the first famous ser- 
mon of Osgood. That went through three editions, 
at least, in Boston, was reprinted in Pittsfield and is 

(47) **8tentor** on the d^rorrlts of 0»im>d and Gardner. Ind. Ch.. Jaa. XX. 
1793. See alm> IMd. Feb. SS. 179.'(. Replies from the fcderallnts were of cootvo 
made. Soe Contlncl. IVc. 27. 1704. Tbe followlnr i* • food example: ** *d» 
NoTliin** * werroon In more a HImH on the French Hafional Oonvontioii than am 
Mr. Oarood. For their late decreeo and addressee are tiled with tho moat 
llrelj oxeorationa of the rery barharltlea and mlacondnct which |tho latter).. 
rtmiWnina. Thl« In a wifmn troth. And the aatellltec of JaeoUntam ennnot 
contradict It. The mont damnlni; proof* are at hand.. the 'adilreaa of the Ooo- 
▼tmtlnn' — the report of Grein>lre of Anir. SI *on the destmetlon wnm^t hr 
Tandal)iim*..the docreea reitpectlnv I^rons and Xants — ^the denonclation of Claioio 
and Laboa, alU all. prore It.'* Oentlnel, Jan. 17. 1TB3. The natoml reonlta 
of the attacka on Onrond'a aermon or aa It was pot **the ararrtllty whick In 
poored apalnst It, and Ita aotbor. haa the happy te n den^ o} haTlac It maro 
fenerally read.'* Ibid. Jan. 10. 17B5. 

<48) Ind. Ch.. Jan. 15, ITIU. Amory: Snlllran. 1:297. C»n Jan. Oth. ITK. 
the Wcatem Star proposes repobllshlnir Oacood'a aermon. Kot to bo ontdaro 
and to combat this the democrats propooed to reprint Rnlltran'a reply. **8ab- 
acrfptlono are recHTCd by Hon. John B aao n . Baq..la Stockbrtdrc— ta Wtlllamo- 
town tv Boa. T. J. Skinner** amoc« othera. Wcatcn 8tnr. March M, ITH. 
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supposed to have been circiilated in three editions in 
Philadelphia.*' 

Although the angrj' echoes of the last Thanksgiv- 
ing day were still reverberating throughout the land, 
a fresh cause of offense was offered by the use made 
by some ministers of the National Thanksgiving day 
of February 19th, 1795. This was the second of the 
Federal celebrations, the first being on November 
26th, 1789. As a matter of fact the democrats were 
not prepossessed in favor of either day, since both 
compelled them to rejoice, as it were, over their own 
discomfiture." In addition, the current of clerical 
sympathy was beginning to run rather strongly 
against them. On the other hand, the federalists 
eagerly anticipated the day, for it was surmised that 
Dr. Osgood would embrace the opportunity to flay 
his opponents again. The suspicions and fears of the 
democrats were more than realized, for the Rev. Mr. 
Osgood's remarks on that national holiday were 
the reverse of soothing and conciliating." Far from 
moderating his sentiments and profiting by the sug- 
gestion so liberally, not to say pointedly, illuminat- 

(40) CMitlnvl. Jan. 21. 1705. This teriBOB wnu prloti^d ratlrelx la the Worcester 
CnoBtj Intellifronccr. Jan. 20. 27. and to th« Farmer's Weekly MnseQin. Feb. 10, 
17. 17t»: an excerpt Im In the CentlneU Dee. 27. 17M. "We are told.** writes 
• democrat In the Salem Gaaette for Janoary 20th. 1795. **that Mr. Ossood'a 
8ermoo has psiised three editions. The Day of Doom* went tbronph thirty, 
and U now forgotten.** *'Mr. Onirood's Sermon.. has. .cruized alone to RaUfaz..** 
Maws. Iltjit. Soc. Coll., 0th ser.. IV: pt. S. 5S5^. And Rer. Jedldlah Mome 
writes to O. Wolcott. Chariratown. Dec. 19th. 1794: (Wolcott MSS. Conn. RIat. 
8oc.> **Mr. Osgood's sermon hss mrieronsly offended the Jacohins, poor fellowa! 
Tliej acem to b« attacked on all sides. They must I think feel It to tM a 
tmth->that there Is no peace to the wIcked—they atiU make a noise— trat It la 
like the proan^ of Despair.'* **The subject of Democratic Societies Is now 
transferred from the Gaiettes to the productions of the Pulpit. The jtreat 
fame of one writer haa encouraged many adrenturers.** Salem Gasette, Uareh 
tl, 1790. See aim IMd. Jan. 20. 179.V ~ 

As • matter of fact a pamphlet fmr^ • much wider circulation to an arfu- 
meat or an address than did the newapapera. Ames to O. Wolcott. Dedham. July 
0. 179ft: *'It la alM Imfiortant that..Tindicatlons of tbs tresty should appear 
la the Gaaettes. Better. If la a pamphlet." Glbba: Memoirs. 1:210. 

(90) Opposition was raised **to the recommendstlon of our beloved Pn*sld«Bt 
for a..O««cTsl ThanksflTlng** la the Msanachuaetts Legislature. Ceatlnel. 
July 7. 1790. 

(SI) See "A lorer of Peace.** who highly approrcs of Dr. Osgood*! sarmoa. 
Westera Star. March S. 179Sw See also la Ibid. Juas 9, 1T95. the attack of 
**A Democrat** npoa **Tlie Clettormaa** who had Tcaturcd to erttklao tha Deaw- 
cratlc Socktlea. 
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ing the columns of the Independent Chronicle," the 
'^Bishop of Medford" anathematized his adversaries 
in pungent, biting words." So eminent an occasion 
\ras improved by a large number to advance their 
political beliefs, which had grown even more vig- 
orous and unanimous.^ The importance of this 
day is shown by the fact that there were no less than 
twenty-five sermons printed either by the request of 
the congregation or of the town. 

But one solitary discordant note^ marred the har- 
mony of the Federal chorus, and that was piped to 
the tune of (^a Ira instead of Yankee Doodle."* A 

(») Froa the In4. Ch.. Jan. IS. 1785: '"Oar wortkj Pmld<rt..i imii^Miili I,. 
that we mar be preverred from arrosanee la pr«i>crtty . . .Thtre la a J ium «C 
arrorance al»o a««amed hr aorae o( the derteal order, aa veil as attcra; aai 1ft It 
hoped, the clowalah Blaho» of Medford win clothe hlmadf wltk Ite sm» «r 
hvmllltr hef«re he** preaebes oo the Katloaal ThaBk«ftTli« day. 

133) **I know mit a jercater MemMi vpon the eapiul of fhla rBmmiaiiialA 
than Ito eoaUMng • aet o( shameleta acrlbhicn [the wrttcts «r the Ghrarida) 
who a few rears slnee, atlrrcd ap a rebellion aeaisst the geeemmf t «r this 
9tate. and hare now cootrltNitM their fnll pr oport h m la prDdadas aaaHicr 
mrataat that of the United Stateai** p. 22. fbotaote. **It ta aaM..that ttt 
ezpenae of the aathm I la aoppmvlaf the Whiskey BebellSon] amooata to a mmiM 
aad a half of mone|-..thla aom wamj he falrlj aad hoacatlj cter*et ia f^ 
accooat off oor democratic aorletlea. their patrona, abettora aad fili ada.** p^, 
Re paM his respects to the dlsfmntled democrata: **8ome pafaoaa..wha tki 
themselrca secore of belnic at the head of their respective r a^*t»mc at a» 
mortified at the Idea of seefay their cona«qneace lca*cBed..lt waa plate tk( 
of oar imrcmors wished to be thoarht aorcrelinia atin.** p. t. He 
"the dlMTfranlslnj: t^odeacr of aute jealoa^** aa havtaff a **thr«atcttli« 
aad kMiiIlj*|inil««.<s TTashlnrtoa. p. 19. Then he bcirlas oa the **f«flneli«M mm»M 
atheistical aaarcKr In rraoce" and drawa a most melaadwlr pletnve eC tka 
nla off Genera by these Jacoblaa. He qaotfo: ** 'Genera Is lost wHUuat lawiarct, 
la respect to relirloa. to Biorals..to Ubertr and ahore all to latcraal p saciw — 
for the preseat ceneratioa It caa only he a residence of hatred aad vca m e at ei.* 
The same aplrlt. aad some of the Identical ajcenta. fonnd their way Into thasa 
autea and beran Ihto their fratemlslar arsteak** p. Ifi. 

(.M) Salem Gazette. March 10. ITKi: "Where theee palpit politics wfll e«d. 
or how looK the prccepu of Chrlatlaaltr will hanir snupcaded oa the wraatltaga 
of partjr It Is Impossible to aaj. Whea ovr INrlnes shall rcCan fkoaa tha 
Oaaettca to the Illble. socletr will feel the benefit, aad they win better d tmf ia 
ercn the small stipeads which are now ao effectlrelj dlmlalrtMd hj Ite r>ndii« 
System aad the Baaks.** 

(.v») The democrata would hare It that the Her. I>ra. Lathrap. StOlBMik ^ 
Rrsdford were stUl possessed off «*patrlotlc scatlaMata,** te other wocda v t 
**they retnnM^ 'thanks for the s otc caata of oor AUIes* yesterday.** 1. a., so March 
SMh. Ind. Ch.. March 90, ITM. Bat ssch wert few aad far betwtcv. .As 
laat of thia trio U aooa snenced. the secoad snbaldea. and the fint la cs a sst to d 
era Vmg to fedcrallsai. Ber. Mr. Oark of Leaiasf^ waa aaoChcr denMcratlt 
drcfEymaa. who was deaoaaeed aa "tantaloflcaL" FariMr'a Wcekir Mascaai, 
Oct. IS. I>ee. 8L 17W. April It. 17ML 

<30) Mrs. nnckfr to Mrs. Knox. Boston. Jaa. fiO. 1790. Kaox M8B. XXZTtM: 
«*Oa Moaday I went to the Play, hot alaa aa Priaco CBdward off BafflaM wm 
then risltlar Beatoa]— he was prercnisd ly the a aaa raace that a larfs Party 
was fanned ta tbo Oallerlea to Gorem the Maale aad PfesMe for the aigM— 
aad rsry properly pat htaaself sat of the way off Parsoaal hmalt to whkh tte 
Mob waa dsubtlcaar rips for-^sr wheaevar the Boa door speMd, aad ha waa 
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stirring sermon was this of the Kev. Ebenezer Brad- 
ford in praise of the French, of Samuel Adams and 
of the Democratic Societies. No halting apologies 
struck a minor note in his paeans of exultation over 
democratic triumphs. He fairly gloried in extolling 
everything which his brethren denounced.*^ **How 
thankful ought we to be, that the great disposer of 
all events has indulged us with such a Governor. . . . 
Our venerable and pious Governor calls upon us to 
beseech God to 'be s^raciously ])leased to establish 
the Frefich Republic. . . . This is coming out to the 
public view like a man and like a true Democrat. No 
velvet-mouthed expressions are here foimd; . . . 



•oppoMd to vntcT. There was as alarmlBr opponltloo between the raframufflaa. 

Loyalists. Jb Orrhestre and Peace could onir b« obtained bj the mortlfrlni; anb- 

mlsslon of the pood to the bad-^ll Oentlemtn ircre ailtnt— The Jarrls Clan ftr% 

tha words of command Ca — Ira Jbc..** Otbcra suffered from this contcntlova 

partj spirit. **An Inhabitant of Boston wishes, .that the Jarrlny sounds of 

*Ca Ira* and *God sare the King* will not be aaffcred to disturb the pleasure, .of. . 

Theatra (foera]..*' OentlneU Jan. 22, 1704. Also Ibid. Feb. 1. 17M. "Tbesa 

upstart yoonjr Aristocrats who attempt to show their dislike for the florioas 

Rerolntlon. .bj hissinr whcn..Ca Ira. Is called for, or played at the Theatre, ara 

»«rt-|ooj«lj adTlftcd to denlst..'* Ind. Ch., April 25. 17W; aee also Wansey, H., Escnr- 

^'slon to the United States, pp. 42-3. The performance of the play. *Toor 8ol- 

\ dli*rs** was Interdicted In Boston because of tha ohjectlona of the French OonsuL 

l9«itlnol, April 24, ITW. 

^"'^(Si) Ilia Thanksclrlni; semmn of Febmarr Ifith, was. If possible, more offenslra 
to the fedorallsts. He exsmlnes the President's Proclamation and maaarea to 
pick flawa In erery cause for ThanksirWlnjr. **In the preamble of tht. Proclama- 
tion, 'our exemption from foreljni war.* la mentioned.. Would to God. that It 
was strictly true. .For thoufrh we have suffered much more, .the year past (from 
"Innnmersble banditti of sea-robbers**] thsn we cTer suffered In a slnirlo year (In 
the ReTolotlon]..wa oopht to be thankful that our case \% no more depknvblo 
than It Is.** p. 7. **The next thlnr proposed— as an object of our fsratltudo. fa 
the 'Increastnc prospect of the continuance of that exemption fmm a fflrefm 
war'.. Whether the author.. had his eye on the rec«*nt snceesses of the French 
Republic, or on some flattering declarations made to Mr. Jay. la uncertain.— Ono 
thlnp..(lsl a fact.. that.. under God. our peace and tranquillity wholly dependa 
on iiie succe««ea of the French Repnblle. ITad not this been rreat. wa ahouM 
before now hare felt In America, In a irsnner we hare heretofore not done, tbr 
Tenpeance of British tyranny.*' p. 8. "Whether this ln«urrectlon owed Ita 
rlne to exlstlnc IroiMttltlc laws, or to., [a] rehelllona spirit (la not].. fully aac«r> 
talnad..no man.. can pass nnnotlecd..the stanrlnir situation of tlioae, whoaa 
fixed stlpemls hare dwimlled Into aorry pittances by means of the Funding ly^ 
tank It la, moreoTer. devoutly to be wished that this country mirht bo rea- 
dereil mora and more 'a nafe and propitious asylum for the unfortunate off other 
conntrlea." Thia will no iloubt bo accomplished, wlien we are freed from tha 
baneful influence of British politics, spoliation and Injustice.** pp. 14-lA. Ho 
fratulloosly added aa things to bo thankful for. notably *'a spirit of.. friendship 
to the rlirhta of mankind, which has prevailed throufshout the United 8tatce..8a 
that It la exceedingly evident, that the spirit of trno Americans la not fled.. hi 
theae daya of cormptlon..And hero.. I (can not pass over].. In alienee, that soldo 
exertion In favor of Liberty, which baa been made by the several dainocratio aawv 
clatlooa.. they.. cannot fall, onlesa the Oonatltntlons themselves fall— Tharsfort, all 
the tmo Bona of Uberty. wlll..aay nnto all the ]>amoeratla Baoiatlaa. both te 
Franco and Amarlen. Baalth ft mtondtjl** p^ IT-lfl. 
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Health and fraternity ... to [Adams] . • . Long 
live and prosper, thon Son of liberty while the ene- 
mies of the rights of man are clothed with shame, 
disgrace and confnsion. . **'• 

Thereupon a very pretty duel ensued between the 
Kev. Dr. Tappen and this militant democratically- 
inclined clergyman. Tlie latter's Tlianksgiving day 
sermon was rushed into print and hurriedly circu- 
lated by ** enthusiastic Jacobins.'** This gave an 
opportunity to Dr. Tappen to print an appendix to 
his Thanksgiving day sermon, in which he roundly 
attacked the Rowley divine. The latter was not 
silenced, but merely waiting for the annual Fast day, 
which came on April 2d; he then delivered an answer- 
ing broadside to his federalist opponent. To excite 
alarm amongst these clergjTnen "who have shown 
a disposition to depreciate the cause of France in 
this country,'* they are implored to **be cautious on 
the approaching Fast-Day as to what they say about 
the French Republic,** for "the people would be 
highly irritated, if the United States should be in- 
voked in a war with France, through the imprudence 
and arrogance of a few Signified clergymen.* **•• 

While the republicans were thus venting their 
anger,** the federalists were not backward in pour- 
ing their vials of wrath upon Mr. Bradford, 
that open and almost sole representative of 

(58) Rowl^r. Aprn 2. 1T95. ik 1«. 

(98) iDd. Ch.. March B. t. Mar 14, 17BS. 

(eO) Ibid. Marvd 90. 1T95. 

(CI) Dr. Otitood. aa the 1«adla« exponent o( thta hated fcdcrallatlc attltnda, 
was honored with th« greater ahara of the attention, a. «.. aee ihid, March X 
1795. **UrhattQi** baa a M^rica of artlclea deallnir la no friendly faahlon with 
Dr. Ofli;ood. Ibid. March 19. 2S. 26. April 3, 1795. In Ibtd. for April 99. aa 
antwer li made to the atrictvrea of **Urhaana.** In the Woatcn Star. April 
14. 1795. **A eltlsen*' repliea to '*Jark Nlpa** who haa attacked Dr. Oi«oo« 
and n>anlfe«tcd aoniewhat of a wholeaale antl-rellctooi attitude. Tha denocmts 
are iKvlnnlnie to atar awaj from cbvrch becaoM of tha tempeatnona eaMrtJoaa 
which the preachlnx excited la then. The MataachoMtta Mercury obacrrca (Maj 
12. 1795): **The Rev. Mr. Oajsood oOclated at the Rer. Dr. Thatcher*a Mcctlac 
Honaa..In the forenoon ha dellTcrcd aa excellent and pertinent Dl«e«nrae..'Mf 
heart shall not reproach ma ao Ionic aa I Uva.* Soma to whom tha acntlmcnta 
of thia Impartial DlTlna are particularly obnoslooa ahoented themaelvai. 
theM..V[lnal]*' (a democratic jwUtlcUn). 
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democratic sentiments." This "Vandal of Row- 
ley" was most nnkindly treated, even to being 
"ostracized" by the clergy; no pulpit was open 
to him in Essex county, (his home region); his 
uncle, in open meeting of the association, demanded 
that "he express ... his disapprobation of all 
democratic societies;" and his Christian brethren in 
the ministry demanded "a public recantation^*^ and 
finally practically expelled him from their associa- 
tion.^ The federalists were overjoyed to gain such 
a formidable power as the clergy. Said one enthusi- 
astic individual: "THE sermons delivered on the 
late Thanksgiving day would, if collected, form a 
political Bible — in which might be found . . • the 
most invincible arguments in favor of good order, 
peace and federalism, notwithstanding the pitiful 
aprocrapy [sic] of the 'Vandal of Rowley.' "® The 
disgust of the republicans was manifested in their 
quite hopeless attempt to fasten the stigma of British 
sentiments upon the federalist clergy, while en- 
deavoring to gather back these straying bell wethers 
into the "Rights of Man" fold. Great are the demo- 
cratic laments and manifold are the complaints and 
criticisms. 

A correspondent fi[nds that "It is remarkable that 
so many of the clergy appear in favor of the Brit- 

(82) "Tbla ViBdal of Rowley !■ an lararfcnt In rvllflon (m Is OTldcnt tnm 
fbo mischief be has cndsarored to spread la Tarlons parishes,) as well as poll- 
ticks. Where there has been the appearance of oneaslBosa. be hss blowen op 
the flames of sedlttoo. .** Be Is sccused of belnir the brother of David ttsdford, 
a noted Insurgent In the Whisky Robellloo. And *iy>i>sfleld** sajs: **lt Is well 
known that be Is held In fenersl contempt bj tho regular clergy." Cmtlnel. 
March 28, ITM. There Is s *'Dlsloffne between BCrsdford] snd tho Dcrtt** la 
the Msss. Uercnrr, April 10. ITWl. from the Newburyport Herald. A llTeljr dls- 
pnte occurs la the Impartial Herald orcr Bradford. A^rll 10, 14. 21, 29; Maj 
2, 6. 12. 17«9. Bee also Parmer'a Weeklj Mnsevm, Dee. 8. IIW. 

(O) Fed. Orrenr. Aug. 0, ITM. 

(04) Ibid. Bee also Rev. L. Frisble to Rer. D. Mse anre: "Our Jacobinical 
Brother Bradford has Indeed preached and written himaelf almost entirely ont 
of credit. He waa not indeed expelled fkom the association, but be was so roughly 
doslt with thst he hss not stteoded Its meetings this long time.** Quoted In 
Lore: Fast and Thanksglrlng Days of N. B., p. 812. 

<«5) Oentlnel. Msrcb 14, 1785. Somo optimistic fsderaltat estimated earlier 
*<tbat there srs not more than one (democratic clergyman] to a stato.*' Mass. 
Ifercnry, Kov. 20, 1783, from the Ooon. Osurant. 
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ish«*'^ ^* David" agrees with the statement, saying 
with what crumbs of satisfaction he can find in the 
distressing situation: "THO' it is too true . . • 
that many of the clergy are strangely altered in 
their political principles . . . yet it is true that 
some . . . retain . . . those pure sentiments of Re- 
publicanism.*'^ Such that did, however, seem to 
have found the position neither comfortable nor lu- 
crative." Democratic disgust became more openly 
manifested as the summer waned. ''The Old 
Tories" were accused ''of making instruments ol 
some of our clergy, who make politics, more than 
divinity, their study, **• . . . and "it is too evident 
there are a few.. . . [who] have meanly surren- 
dered every political principle which heretofore rea- 
dered them beloved and respected.*"* Indeed, "a 
small part" had fallen so far from democratic grace 
as to "have defiled their garments."" Nor did the 
labored endeavors of the republican exhorters cease 
with such warnings. They demanded a complete 
and speedy repentance on Uie part of the clergy — a 
promise no more to feed themselves on the husks of 
federalism nor to pasture their flocks in such tare- 
sown fields. Solenm admonitions were addressed 
to the deluded clergy, such as "if the clergy of 
United America . . . [did not] renew their former 
spirit of love and friendship to the rights of men, 
and no more throw their weight into the scale of 



(CCA 1114. cii.. j«yt io. iTn. 

(GI) IMd. Jvlr a. 1790. 

(€9) Itt • di-frac« of tiw «*tBtro«Kt1iMi off polttlnr* 
bfvoiiH* m romiiHv. lottrrlj** it to mM ta the MaanctaMfts Mcrcwy if&t Fl*w 
12. 1790) chat thcw poiDphlKo -Mm mafriit •ittt with SMk arMlty. 
vrlth »Dch 9atlffaciloa..(tadrr4] th^ arr rf«4..wlth aa 
vtmnrlx the tMe of f«Hlm11iqa was tHtrtaataw to 
artintlM off the f««Wra11at rlrn?. raa be rrtMls p»rrHft4 hr tbo flart that It 
was romplalnfd: '*tho aambtr off ropk* |off Mr. Thatdwr off IV>dha«*a a i i ^ M 
he hrtojE at that time a democratic elenarawB] eirralateil la the ta— trj I tai 
to rbe]..TvTr iiKoa«ldfrat4e.** IhM. Mar SSk ITH^ 

<a9) And **wha nm aho«t floa ahoik ta ahoik to tcrrtiy araacB."* lad. Ck.. 
A«c. ^ 179S. 

(70) Ihld. A«r IS. ITOB. 

(Tl) IhM. Oct. B. 1T9B. 
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aristocracy ...''" retribution was at hand. For 
** After France has made peace with all . . . except 
England, the American Tories, both clergy and laity, 
will begin to cry pecavi [sic] . . '*"^ A rather formid- 
able threat was elaborately set forth, and repeated 
in the issue of November 26th, in connection with 
the question of Jay's Treaty; ** Should the English 
Ministry accomplish their designs • • . the long- 
attempted system of ecclesiastical hierarchy will 
I'c as assidiously pursued by the Lords Spiritual as 
civil despotism is by the Lords Temporal, . . When 
Britain becomes powerful within the United States 
and Bishops are possessed of territory, the clergy 
will then begin to think that the opposers of the 
treaty are their best friends — though now they are 
abused from the pulpit with the most illiberal ran- 
cor/'^* 

The accusations called forth stout denials from 
the friends of the accused. **Our clergy," said one 
defender, ''are r^lly independent . . . they are 
known in the different towns where they reside to be 
men of discernment and Kepublicans — ^great were 
their exertions in the American Revolution, and no 
one can believe that they are *0W Tories and Aristo- 
crats' now."^* A curious defense is offered by the 
**Lay Pr9acher/'T« '*As tlie Whig divines in *1775' 
were instrumental in destroying the old government, 
perhaps a federal parson may offer some reason 

(72) ibtd. napt. K iTns. 

(78) Ibid. Oct. ft. 170.\ 

(74) Mnch th« Mm« U mxHited In Ibtd. May 12. 1796. 

(75) MaM. MorcQiT. Nor. 17. Dm. 18. 179l(. 

(76) Thia **Laj Proacb«r** waa Joaepb Dennle. a brilliant tboacb eccentric 
f««derall«t writer. Boe a typtral attack of hla on tbe Irrellieloa of tbe French 
In the Farmer'a Weekir Mnaenm. Oct. 2!(. 1790. Hla contrlbntlona M^e tba 
Farmer*a Weekly Mn«oiiRi imblUbnl In Walpole. X. R.. a great reputatkMi and 
a Itirre clrcnlatliHi fnr tbe pcrloil. Itt Influence waa nnbonnded with the jeo- 
maiirr. nor wa« Itn Mplicre bnsmded by New Enirland. The Salem Oaaetto. Ang, 
4. 17!)7. aaya tt *'clrcalatca throai!h..the union, except Georftla. Kentucky and 
Tenne«i*«H>.*' Tlie belief that It was wo potent In adranclnc federallatle doctrla* 
la aho^rn by the many peerlab remark* In tbe Imlependent Chronldn. On De- 
ci'mber 18th. 1707. It la denounced a» "amonf tbe moat Infamona oT* the federallat 
nawapapera. Another attack la made, e. f .. on Nor. 20th. 1707. In Ibid. 
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against subverting the new"^ The bitter accusations 
continue the next year, 1796.™ The republicans 

\ wera especially incensed by the activities of certain 
of the Boston ministers in connection with certain 
prominent federalists in signing and sending out 
a circular letter.^ This was designed to arouse the 
people, that pressure might be brought on the House 

^ of Representatives, lest they fail to carry out Jay^ 
/ Treaty by refusing to pass an appropriation bill ^ 
^--'"^^our Well Wisher'* was particularly virulent in at- 
tacking 'Hhe Honorable and Beverend Committee 
particularly . . . the clerical part of this new con- 
stituted body/*** A letter from the country, which 
said, "But what has deceived the yeomanry is the ^ 
circular letter sent out, signed by clergymen ... >^ 
[and others] '* increased their wrath. "The dergy/* I 
it was thundered, ''have taken a conspicuous part in 
promoting the adoption of the treaty; let them abide j 
the event. •*** The memory of this grievance kept / 

(7T) Brookfli^ld AdrrrtlMT. Dee. t«. 17K(. from "FamM'a Weeklr Uvmmm. ./' 
Se« also Salem Guette. Mv 24. Anr. 2. 1T96: Centlad. Jvtf 2^ ITM. 

(7S) See e. r*. Ind. Oh.. Jnlr 14. 38. Anr. 11. Km, 17. Dec. 21, ITM^ 

(79) Fed. OrreiT. Maj S. 1790. See the attaclct oo them la the ladependest 
Chroalcl<«. Mar Sod. ITM. Bealde a canstle refereaea to "Tk» E«yal Pfoclamap 
tioa. which waa appolDted to bo read la Chorchca. Jkc. (and vUcIh— It waa 
alleised irltb bat slleht foandatkio— ] met with.. a eool reeeptloa la maaj towaiT* 
there l« a lonir **Moilc4t Addrcm to the nooorable and Reveread Ooaimltteo ta 
farwanl Circular Letter*** by "Toar Well Wlnher" who reproved them that 
"iBAtead of declariap that were (where] *WaahlD«toa leada yoa oaaaat hcaltata 
to follow' would It aot hare beea aiore pertlacat to hare weighed the arc»> 
mpnt«..br Mewra. MadlMm..and othern. before joa hare m» faU^ callnted aa 
HERAf.ns to rooM the people. . T. . (th!« meddliar] bas a teadcnc7 to lajaia [the 
clcreT*a]..lDiBeoce la the ARDCOCS TASK OF THE MIKISTRT."* 

<80) **lt l» a acamlal to rellrlon to And Ita Mcred rite* profaaed. to mlalster 
to the adrancemeat of political partj-Tlewa. la the Eaatera States, .we lad that 
the Churches aad the Palplts'haTe beea defiled to proaiote the aapportcra of a 
part]*— we lad la rereBerra]t«d America. Mtalatcra of the Goapai. caertlaff their 
laflaeace oo their parlnhmcat la the Temple of God. to obtahi their algaatarea 
to a petltkm oa a political qae«tioa..*' ibid. Maj 20. 1790. For the cletfj 
**to arrogate a coatnral over the I>f;lalatlTe body. It a qiedmea of Beelealaitlcal 
laterfereae* that oasht to be reprobated tj crcry free dttiea.** IbM. Umj IX 
ITM. 

(81) Ibid. Mar ft. 17ML 

(82) Ibid. Mar 12. 1700. Tble waa a falmtaatioa bF "8TDNBT.** la the 
aaaie Iwoe there are attacks bjr *«An Eaemj to Priest Craft** aad **Oerpec«l 

Trim.** Id Ibid. Mar 20th. the deaMcrats alleired that **tha prladplo part [of 
the people] wlio nljsDed the petltloa did It throoirh fear: Mors partlcalarty whsa 
mhVni with that anwarraatable aad clerical Influeace..** To offaet the eecleolastlcal 
laloeace which wa« so deddedlr ayalaat thea^ the republlcaaa pabllshed a leaf 
letter from aa **emlacat Hampahlre eouatr clercrmaa*' oa the electfcm of ft. Adamo 
aad la favar of democratic poUclcs la ceaeraL IMd. May IS* 17ML n la Ml 
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green even to the next year, for the people are re- 
minded that ''the trul^^ infamous British Treaty was 
to be gently crowded down our throats by a Boyal 
Priestcraft Memorial, . . . the greatest imposition 
ever handed to the freemen of Massachusetts since 
the year 75. . . *'** There was, by this time, as evi- 
denced by the unequivocal testimony of both foe and 
friend, no doubt but ihat the clergy were heart and 
soul engaged in furthering the policies and prin- 
ciples of the Federalist party.^ Their decisive aid 
in any political end was fully recognized by both 
v^ parties alike.** The dangers whidi threatened both 
their coimtry and their religion were the decisive 
1 factors which led them to throw their weight into 
/ the scale of Federalism," The consequences of this 
^^re in the end unfortunate, for it isolated Massa- 

ImpoMlble tlut the soppoMd rerereod fcatleinaa resided ckMC to the offlc« «f 
the Independent Chronicle. 

On the other hand, howerer, the connty of Hampiihlre iraa freatlj atlrred 
vp. In Ibid. %1mj IGth, ITOOw la an extract, taken from a Connectlcvt paper, 
deacrlbloir the ferment. A rerlment ont for >lnfitcr da.r took an oath to nareh 
to Philadelphia and force the Boose of RepresentatlTet to carrj oat Jay'a 
Treaty, while the anper on account of the coodnct of William I^ymu, Cop p re a » 
man. In oppoainc It. waa an frreat that a coat of tar and feathers waa proposed 
by his loTlnff constituents, (he was defeated that fall for Gonrress]. 

The dentinclatlona. whlcli contlnoe to follow thia committee, demonstrateo Its 
efBcncy and the powerful Inflnence of the elerry. In the Independent Chroolelo, 
June 15th. 17DQ, there Is a malediction upon that "self-created, ecclesiastical, aris- 
tocratic, monrrel society*' by '*A Democrat.** 8tin later in the month. Ibid, Jon* 
80th, ■ there la more about that "eTangellcal Self-created Committee to tbo dif- 
ferent churchea to alarm the cltliea*. .'* And still further refereneo tn Ibid. 
Sept. lit. 17MI. 

In Ibid (Dec. 20. 1700) there Is a hopeless attempt to abetter the rrcnch 
Irrellfloo by calllnir attention to the British treatment of rellirloa "la tumluf 
the Old-South Into a Rldlnp-School. and appmprlatlnir the Tenerable. .Old-North 
to (Ire- wood.. The cler^ ooirht to think on the«e thlnrs.** And a book Mtltlcd 
Reflections on rrench Atheism and on Bnjrllsh Christianity fSrd ed.. Phlla.« 
1790] by William Richards was circulated for the same imriiMe. 

(83) Ind. Ch.. Jan. ft, 1797. Nor It thIa the last that la heard eoaccmlac 
this matter, f^r on Feb. nth. 1799. that committee come* In for a rerlliag at 
the hands of a still unforplrinj; democrat. Bee Ind. Ch. of that data. 
' (94) The Importance of the cleryy's aid Is recognised by the lone extracts af 
or entire sermons prtntnl In the newspapers, beirtnning with Dr. Osfood's flrfC 
partlaan appeal nt Kor. lOth. 1794. Tite following are a few of the lostaacea; 
Centlael, Dec. 27. 1794: Worcester County lutein? encer, Jan. 20, 27. 1796; 
ranner*a Weekly Mnacnm. Feb. lA. 17. 1793; Hampshire Osaette. March 2S. 
April 1, 1795; Centlnol. Nor. 2.1. 17n5: Ma^s. Mercury, Dec. 4. 1795; Centlael, 
Dec, 12. 179.-t: Mass. Mercury. Feb. 12. 1790: Ccntlnel, July 2». 1790: Msm. Fpy. 
Dec. 14, 1790: Ccntlnel. Jan. 4, 1797: Western Star, Jan. 19, 1796: OrecnflaM 
Gaxette. Nor. 8, 1799: Centlnf>l. Not. 21. Dec. 20. 29, 1796. 

(85) So tenloos had the clerpy become that the Salem Gasette (AnfS. 28, 1T85) 
reporta: "Complaints from Troy (N. Y.] are that the missioaarles sent tnm 
Connect lent.. dlacoTcr nmre of the designs of Tsrty, than of prooMtlaff tha 
Gospel of peace,** 
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chusetts and New England, driving them from the 
national cnrrent into »n eddy of morbid provin<dal- 
ism which nearly caused them to be swallowed up in 
the quicksand of treason. 
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CHAPTER IX 

THE 6B0WTH OF THE FEDERALIST PABTY IN MASSACHU- 
SETTS, 1793-1796. 

The death of Hancock, on October 8th, 1793, left 
the state government in the hands of the lieutenant- 
governor, Samuel Adams. It brought to a close the 
career of a man who was possessed to an unusual 
d^ree of the affections of the people. An aristocrat 
bom and bred, he was affable and familiar with all 
men, and satisfied democratic susceptibilities by the 
fine appearance he made at the head of the state 
government, with his open house, unbounded hospi- 
tality and lavish generosity.^ In the decade after 
^^ the Revolution, which so abounded in democratic 
V^^feeling, this magnificent ''pageant'' dazzled the state 
\ with his patriotic pose and his attachment to the 
\ Commonwealth of Massachusetts. No son of that 
I state ever aroused more devotion in the people, 
merited it less, or has been so thoroughly forgotten 
by later generations. 

This isjikawise the close ojf„tlie^epoch,of purely 
personal leadership and ,the beginning of party ma- 
chinery and the era of party government, which be- 
came comparatively well developed by the close of 
the century. Instead of a leader with a small coterie 
of personal friends about him, who was supported, 
generally speaking, for his patriotism rather than 
his policies, men were nominated because in a very 
large measure they represented national parties.* 



mi 

by 

i I 
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(1) "Tlw mamirra «f tbt GoT«nior wcr« pecnllarlj taslnnatiiiK. Bla •nenlat 
wovid oft tlniM w* klm. and their enmltj wonld ceaae. — Re was a KcntlcniM; 
and poaaeMfd a noKt bappr talcot of adaptlair bla conrersatloa to tba tasta of 
alL** OBtlBd. Ott. 28* ITBS. For tha erldenea of bla popalarlty a«a a. f . 
Balm Oaattt^, A«r. 1^ 90. 1785; Maaa. Oaaette. April d. Joaa 19, 1787: Cm- 
tiMl. Jan. 7. March 18. 1788. 

-^ <2) Tbia la escwpHOcd hf Sanoel Adama, wHo repreaaata tba traaaltloo parted. 
Elceted at flrat br tba Haneockoalaa party, aapportcd bj bta wall daaanrad rrpo- 
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In addition, Hancock's death gave the federalists 
a chance to elect a man of their own sentiments. Re- 
peated failures had showed them the ntter hopeless- 
ness of inducing the people to cease from worshiping^ 
their idol, Hancock. But Samuel Adams was' a far 
different proposition. He had suffered eclipses in 
the people's favor, although only when he was unde$..._. 
the cloud of Hancock's displeasure. But the federal- / 
ists, hoping against hope that the governor's mantle 
had not fallen upon the lieutenant-governor, deter- 
mined to put up a candidate whom they vainly 
trusted would ''unite all hearts'" and who was not 
''thejeader of any party."* In the Hon. TEilliam 



i^^ 



Gushing, ]ate Chief Justice of the Supreme Judicial 

Courf of the state, some of_tlie federalists, although 

there is no use made 6f~tliat name, fondly believed 
they had found the right man. He was nominated by a 
** number of persons [of Boston] . . . and various 
parts of the Common vsrealth, met for the purpose to 
the choice of their fellow-citizens, a man who might 
be the most deserving of their suffrages." Their \ 
** unanimous opinion" was in favor of the above, gen- ^ 
tleman.* Desirous of adding strength to their ticket, 
Samuel Adams was added informally a week later, 
as lieutenant-governor.* The attempt was hardly a 
success and tardy likewise, for the friends of Adams 
had already nominated him for governor, with Na- 
thaniel Gorham as lieutenant-govemorf 



Utton for iwtrkitlMn. vhlch milWA bin thraoirli Ib ITM, 1m mm 
rtpreirat thi> tI^wi of th« Rcpobllean piirtjr. nu oppoomts wcr« strfcny X 

ntrtr ni«i. ffd«iiH«tii who wwlviWI their sapport. cspccUlly la 119% n4 •!!«• ^ 

larcrlT bfcaoM of their ptrtltleal afllllatkHM. 

(8) Oatlnel. Marrh ». 1794. Cunhlng had been AMDlloqcd aorwal tteaa fl« 
toremor la I7». 8co CrntlaM. March T. 14. 21. 1T». 

(4Vll»M Marrh 1. IT04; Wmtera «far. MarHi 2S. 17*4. 

(5) Orntlael. If irrh 1. ITM. Tho IntcatkHi of the .fedcrallata to m OiMm 
had IM tahVa »MD« tlBM before. C. Gore to Klas. Boatoa, Doc. M, 1TH. 
Klof: King. t:UI. A Dootoa roiieaa aooaaated htm agata. Oratlaal, Maitb 

*^•\^Bd Ch., Mawb «. IIW; Ceatlael. MaTCb S. ITM. —7 

m Ihld Matrh R. IW. Oortam waa_«.T«i7 noderate fMerallat. PoUtleally / 
%JlJm^\riMtf had llltle^ir-fimittKm with tRe^rMerallut party. Ho waa a ; 

refelftd ••■T <»••*• *•• alwaya loat lao ewctioB, 
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Many others were nominated by friends, for 
the two ofSces in question.* Tb%t Q are no less 
than eight, willingly or unwillingly, entered in^e 
gubematoriar race, while for second honors there 
are likewise eight* Nothing could bring out more 
plainly the lack of definite parties_.thanj;his large 
^^^jjumber of nominees. The confusion is clear evi- 
dence that the ^old system of. 4)ersonal parties still 
lingered — ^Adams, nominated as governor and lieu- 
tenant-governor by supposedly opposite parties, the 
Gushing ticket having various names attached to it 
by personal partisans. Another indication ^f the 
lack of definiteness in parties is the impartial ac- 
ceptance by the Centinel of presumably republican 
tickets and eulogies.*^ The canvass proceeded with- 
out great outward asperity,*^ although the fact that 
it was believed that Adams was connected directly 
or indirectly with the hated Constitutional Club of (/ 
Boston aroused some strictures." On the other 
hand, the ^^ bugbear of State Suability'' wad used 
industriously against Gushing," for the people are 



u 



(8) Gvnj wm» nomliiAtrd for leoTmior. IlkewiM Samael Pbtllliw. Centln«l, March 
15: Itdtrilofn for Uenfeiuiiit-fcoTernor, Adams for fOTemor. IhM. March 26; 
AdamM lloatcnanf-roTomor, Ibid. March IS: Oorbam and T. Rns«ell llkcirlae. 
The olBclal tickptt aa alafcd by BostoQ cancnaea wore Cuahinc aa gorcmor and 
Adama aa hla llcataaaat on one (Thla oo March 28th. Ibid. March 29.) — the 
other was Adama and Moaea GUI on March 23th. IMd, March 26^ 17M. 

(0) Maa«. Mcrcnrr. March 25. 17M. 

(JO) CentlneU March 22. 20, 20. April 2. B. 1794. 

(11) ViTj little Interest Is manifested In western Massachusetta. There la 
a calm notice that .Cnshlni *'ls nominated In the Eastern Connties for Oofemor." 
hot that Is aboot all the political campalgnlns there Is In the western newspapers. 
Hampshire Oasotte. April 2. ITM. StIU In the eastern part some electlonecrlnc 
•ctlTltj Is shown hr ths dlscnsalons concerning the law corerlnc thn aaffrtf* 
qnallflcatlona. flee •. jr. (Sentinel. April 8. 1T94. 

(12) Bee e. it. Maas. Mcrcnrr. »Iarch 21. April 2. 1794. Other accnsattons as 
ootllncd In the Centinel. April 2. 1704. were (1) Unfriendly to ths Pedcrsl 
Government; (2) a bitter enemjr to Hsncock. his "Iste appearance of frlendahlp 
fslffned to snswer his Tlewa:*' (3) his sevsrltj towarda the mlaffvlded pcoplo 
engaieed In the rebellion: (4) that he baa "dlrectlj and Indirectly been counteract- ^ 
In* the proceodlnra of The Prea'dsat respect Inir the tUsitraced Oenst.** (thla charge 

Is snbstaatlated by a letter—marked hj Indlscreetness If nothing elss---of Adams 
to Genet, written October 22od, 1703, being two months after his recall had been 
demanded by Waahlngtoo); (8) he **readll7** leaned orders to call oot ths mllitu 
to celebrate the snccenaes of the Prench, aoch being a contrsTentloa of tho 
decree of nentralltj; (8) Onallj his great age was conaldered to mllltato against 
hla naefvlaess. 

(13) Ind. Ch.. Msrch 8. 1794; Centlnet March 1. 1794. The oolj Important 
accnaatlon against Cashing was that ho had dellTsrcd an opinion ,taJ^t.TflrjEiC.4ho 
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informed by his friends that that question is quite 
dead, since Congress has *^ annihilated if by a 
**verj* great majority/' "Let the tale not deceive 
yon."" 

Cashing himself appears quite indifferent, for he 
writes to his friend. Increase Sumner: "Entre 
Nous, some gentlemen have proposed to me to stand 
for the first magistracy of our State; but many 
weighty reasons prompted me to decline...*' and 
he seems to have the general attitude of the 
State when he says: '* There is our good lieutenant- 
governor, who stands in the direct line of promo- 
tion, and who has waded through a sea of political 
troubles and grown old and labored for the good 
of his country."" ^""^ ( 

The result of the election was a handsome victory 
for Samuel Adams," the vote standing 14,465 to / 

7,159.*' This was in some respects distinctly encour- 
aging to the federalists, for their candidate had to 



^o^llltr of SUsuchosefts. CcatlMU Umxtk SS. ». ITM. 8m •!•» Md. J«lr 
l«ri7B9L ThU occteloDfa nodi excltcncst the jor beforvw ITBI. Thm dcddoa 
•r th* DnltMl StalM Sapranc Oooit led Hancock to tew « ptoduMtloA •■ 
Jolr Mh (C««ttnvl. Jolr II. 1793] callloK tocelher the Icctotetoro te extra 
MMloa oo S«itteoiber ISth. The report of th« commtttco which hod hoca appotetoA 
the pn>Tloa« fleMlon "lo order thot..mich meamre* (he] adopted.. a«..hooo«r oad 
Interest max demand and the peace and aafety of the Cnhm regnlited* <Ihld. 
Uarch S3. 1«93.) waa accepted and a reoolvc which paaaed the Senate «■ 8c^ 
t«*mber 23rd. waa c o ocnrre d In hjr the Uooae on September 27th and re c eived tho 
Goremor'a alrnatnre on the aaae date. Centlnel, Sept. 28. ITUS. The reaototlan 
dcclarvd that It would be "Ineippdlent; and In Ua eserclae. dancccona to the 
pence, aafetj. and Independence of the aeTeral atates..** Ihtd. Sept. Si^ ITHL 
See niao Ibid. March 23. July IS. 31. Sept. 21, 1798. In Jhe laat U the 0«v- 
etBor'a apeerh to the leiialatnre. 

(14) Centlnel. Uarch 22. 17M. 

(15) K. E. Hist. Gen. Re^.. April. (1854) pp. 117-8. 

(IC) At r^^rvrnor, thl« democratic pentleman felt Impelled, er nt Icnnt hto 
friend* Indnced him. to adopt a certain modeet decree of atrle which vent to 
tlie esireme of **MTTanta In UTery." 8. Dreek to Knox. Jone 1. 1784. Kneoc 
MSS. XXXT:12S. In ceie reepert nt least, hia atUtnde ehanirad conaldemMy. 
'*lt ta premimed,** wrttea a satirical correspondent, "..that the two branchce 
or the LefftaUtwe win be exceedlnclj carefnl abont answertac the Speech of 
|Adama]..leet they should gtwm effenae. . [aince he as] a member of the Ssnoto.. 
Ithooffht] It waa Improper for Speeches to be made ttom the Chnir, and he nnl- 
formlf and polnteillj oppoeed answcrt^ them..[bnt] the more we aim nt the 
principles of 'Liberty* and *Eqnalltj' the atronieer we feel attoched to MOH- 
AttCRlAL FOKMS AXI> CeitB>l02tlE8.*« Centlnel, Jan. 28. ITMw 

(17) For Uentenant-roretnor, the fonr candidates, who had rccHved the Inrgent 
namher of eotes. were 8. Adama. Moms GIU. Nathaniel Gorham. BIbrfdce Gcffffj. 
The Ronse sent np the naoMa of GUI and Gorham. The ocnnto elected the 
former nnanlmovalj. Oentte^ May 8U 1188. 
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carry the burden of having delivered the United 
States Supreme Court's decision of state suability, 
which was so thoroughly resented in Massachuestts. 
^The fact that he was a federaLoffice. holder was an- 
other heavy handicap. The fear of federal interf er- 
^ence and control of the states, by allowing incum- 
bents of national offices places in the state legisla- 
ture, was universal.^* This decisive victory is inter- 
esting if viewed from another standpoint Dividing 
the state into three parts the figures show what a 
striking difference there is between the popularity 
^ the successful candidate in the different sections. 
In the eastern portion the vote stands 7,175 t o 3,326i 
in the west 3,643 to 3,040, while the Maine' section 
gi ves 3,64 rfo 793nt is qiiite probable however that 
is not aF all the strength of federalist feelings in 
the west which resulted in the remarkably close vote, 
but hostility toward Samuel Adams, begotten ^f his 
alleged harsh attitude . toward . th e ins urgents^ in 
Shays* Rebellion. This charge was made at that 
time,^^ was repeated in his successful attempt to oust 
Lincoln from the lieutenant-governorship in 1789, 
and was the accusation more generally used in the 
r-'^present campaign.^ This belief gains added con- 
\ firmation when it is known that Berkshire County — 
the seat of the only serious contest of the rebellion 
and where even *Hwo thirds of the people and prop- 
erty** were involved*^ — ^is the solitary one to give a 

(IH) 8ro the Tote on this qneittlon In the Herald of Frmnlom. Jan. 2d, 1790. 

(10) **I^iit T^nr [1780] the iihlp was ttecrod \ty a rood old weather beaten 
firm iMtrlot [Bowdoln] who held the helm steady, and would not mind the nolae 
of the crow, who would hare bronirht the iihip upon the rocka. He waa too 
wise and too honeiit..Ro he waa thrown OTerboard. And now they hare had a 
eomplalaant pilot [Hancock]— he haa eased away and let..drlTe: but.. he aeema 
to he brlnflnf her Into port, where the landlord will call upon the aeamen for 
their old scores, so he most be thrown oTerboad. .And the boatswain lAdama] 
a fierce fellow, who a few months aro woold bare awonc half the crew for 
their mutiny.. mnat be put at the helm." Hampshire Oasette. April 2, 1788. 

(20) The address of the contrentloo which nominated CoahlnK aays this to an 
many words: **hls humane conduct durlnt the late lnaurrectlon..fflTO him pr^ 
ten«lona which are not united In any other IndlTldaal." Centlnel, March 1. ITM. 

(21) This charge waa made on the strength of a statement by T. Sedgwick 
of Btockbridge. M. North to Knox. Springfield. Feb. 10, 1787. Knox MflS. 

xriium. 
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majority against Adams, the vote being 696 to 429, ) 

And Berkshire is the least federalistic of the threel_jf 
western counties. 

Besides the commotions in France and those 
aroused by her friends and agents in this country, 
the Constitutional Club added a factor which stirred . 
the political cauldron to^boilihg niore and more 
furiously. Their evident intention to take a hand 
in politics was early perceived and resented." "If 
report say true,'' was the comment of an indignant 
correspondent, ** there are two Legislative Bodies 
now holding their sessions in B[oston] — one in the 
State House, and the other in Equality Alley. The 
Legislature of Massachusetts ought to feel them- 
selves much relieved by the voluntary service of a 
New Club, who... are endeavouring, by every arti- 
fice to involve America in war."^ Their first open 
move was to stir up great excitement over a speech 
of Samuel Dexter in Congress, concerning the "car- 
rying trade.*' The original sin was because he op- 
posed liladison's resolutions in regard to commerce, 
which the fedeifalists charged were for the purpose 
of causing war between the United States and Great 
Br i tai n. This anti-* * Maddisonian ' ' position in itself 
would not have been sufficient to provoke any amount 
of resentment in his )iome state, had no t Baf ch? edi- 
tor..QtJJieJBhiladelphia- Aurora, falsifiedms speech 
by^omissions and additions, which made the speaker 
assert the direct contrary of what Tie actually did 
affirm. This mutilated edition was immediately 
copied into the Chronicle and the trouble began.** 
A town meeting was called for by the fomenters of 
the agitation, in order "to intimidate your members 

(22) Oratliiel. Jsb. 17. 1794. 

(23) Centtnel. Jan. 17. 1794. 

(24) Ibid. Feb. 20. 1704. **(ll. Anttla] wbo bat for jtun rm aa aamcCMs- 
fal rsM In comprtltloa with Mr. AmM, Is now rcdmcd to tho eonUmpUblo 
shift of..print[loK]..lo Cspitsls and ZtaU«ka,..dctacb«d portloas of.. Uan*] 
public tpcMboo..** Ibid, Fob. 1. 17»i. 
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from opposing it [i. e. the resolution of Madison.] . . 
They [the French faction] even . . . affirm, that 
by this means they are sure of taking off two 
[Ames and Dexter] of them/*® The political pur- 
pose of this town meeting was too thinly disguised 
to delude the discerning,^ but the ^'real merchants 
of the town*' perceived the futility of opposing the 
favorite method of the Boston inhabitants of airing 
their ideas and grievances at a town meeting.^ It 
was held on the 13th of February. Much eloquence, 
many arguments and a few facts were forcibly pre- 
sented by Democratic orators." Tlieir opponents 
contented themselves with asserting the impossi- 
bility of the alleged speech of Dexter. A committee 
was appointed to get at the facts of the case and the 
meeting was adjourned to February 24th. l^Iean- 
while, despite the Chronicle's various assertions," 
the absolute denials by the Centinel began to have 
their effect" And when the appointed day came 
even the very mild resolutions recommended by the 
conmiittee were lost by a ** large majority'* after a 
fight which consumed all day, including an adjourn- «*^^ *^ ^ 
ment to the Old South Meeting House from Faneuil^^j^]^^'^*^ 
Hall— owing to the crowd — and a postponing of the 
vote to the next day." y ^^y 

___ yu^f-^ 

(SS) Ibid. FcK 19. 17M. Thta w«a Ui« second rcwlutloa of Madlaoa. 
(20) IMd. Feb. 12. 17M. 

(27) Tbo 'TbarlratowB Jncoblnii.** •• w«« nmial. Immediately followed tbo 
example aeC by their Stbatoo brethrea. lad. Ch.. Feb. 22, 17M. 
(2S) IbM, Feb. 17, 17M. 

(29) Ibid. Feb. 17. 20. 22, 17M. 

(30) Ftmilly on tbo 24th. the Independent (aironlelo admlta that It la barely 
ponlble that aone alight error has crept Into Its report for It aays: **we shall 
bo happy to convince oor readera that oor repreaeatatlTes spoke a lancnago a 
UtUe diffotoat," yet It bolsters op the faith of Its resders by the assertion that 
the speech waa taken from Bsche's paper, **wbo has publicly nwcbed for the 
accuracy of the debatea.** 

(SI) There Is s foil sccoont with comments of thla stormy episode In tbo 
Centinel, Feb. 2Qlh. 17M. Ilsvlnc triumphantly rescned Ames from the falao ' 
charfeti. the federaUsU tnrncd their sttentlon to a writer named "Amcrlcn** to 
the Cbronlcio for the 10th of Febrnary, who '*haa been fnllty of the moat 
flajtant falsehoods, and the most inrtM* mlsr<*presentstlon of the speeches** (of Good 
hoe tn Coniereos]. Centinel. March 1. A. 17M. To sliow how far from rep«vi>cat- 
lac the acntlmeata of '*tho real merchaata, traders aad mecbaaica,** theao attempta 
of the repobilcaaa were, a petltloa was slgaed hf 900 of sach, repreaeattac 
sorea-oUrhU of the comaBcree. agalast tbo proposed rastrtctSoaa (to tbo towa 
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The animosity between the two factions in BostcMi 
was nothing new, simpJy a revival of that whidi had 
its birth in the bitter and dangerous times of 
Shays' Rebellion and when the Bowdoinites and 
Ilancockonians fought together. Then it was that 
Benjamin Austin wrote those inflammatory articles 
under the signature of * *Honestu8 '* wludi are snp- 
posed to have been a factor in bringing about the 
uprising. He was now the ''noted Jacobin scrib- 
bler... and brawler. '*"_algadjngjijdit in tfae^ on- 



stitutionaLXlnb and the most constant contributor 
to thelndependent Chronicle on political subjects of 
a controversial character. On the other side stood 
Stephen Higginson and his friends, the so-called 
''aristocrats and tones." He was a faithful oppo- 
nent of the democrats and a staundi adherent of a 
strong government, one of the earliest and most con- 
sistent federalists. His activities and contributions 
to good government were rewarded by his being sub- 
jected to the most bitter and unsparing hatred and 
vilification from 1786 onwards.** ^^ i 

An incident in September illustrates this feeling / / 
and at the same time the lawless and dangerous | ' 
practises towardjwjhioXtheJC^ was \ 

trading.^ A veritable act of piracy was committed-l 



■wetlar) »n4 eTi«r<>*«1iie tall rtmMntf la Asm* sad OMAatL IMd. Mardi IL 
ITM. 8rr aim Ktnt: Ktar 1:M7. 

(3S> ^rk a paraMr «« th» firtknrlttr* with Its tetcrvntatWa aHachrd. «la- 
rorm the lack of amiable fceUaies: ** 'Oantva.* a Ropa iMkcr fthla waa fha 
bnaiarm oT **H<ioMtaii*« 1. e. B. Amtta] la Hell, had am Aaa alwaja aUaaii« hf 
him. whA at faat aa he twl^tM the e«rd, bit It mnmAtr. .•Omttitm^ rmnmhlM, 
tho«e hellish Mlatstem. wba throoch their evil coaacOi maka Bopea !• Mod the 
people ta alaTery. By tha An It ateaat tha hoacat patrlal..wha dulHya hii 
aehemea..** Maw. MemiiT. Jan. 14. ITM^ 

<») Oatteel. Oct. 22. 17M. 

(M) 9ee e. r. lad. Ch.. Aajt. 22. 1787: Oeatlael. Ai^t. S. 1^ 1198; lad. Gh., 
Aor. 6w Itt. 13. 17B5. IbM. ApHI 18, 1798; J«m 28. 179T: l«|y SL 1788. IH 
the repabneans RtnclaMm typldee all that thej are appeatd ta. Be aaii 19 
la OM verd "T^co**— all their aatlpathlea. hi the OmtlMl, Amg. 18w 1787. aa 
eanar ef lilnslBfiim thaa addremea bim: '^Stephen, yea are. .a Jaato ladaltclir m«a 
lafamoiM tbaa tboae vmler Bernard and ilntchlnaoa..! aaw Stephca at a ecttali 
edice. .rrlnnlni; rhaatlj a horrible amlle: hia ere darttac at aacc. tr t a a nph. ttnm 
aad treaeher7*-(be] oopht to be bamt for fe>dltloa. treaaea. otrataceai aad ipilli 
..** and the wHter winda ap with the asaal demand Hr a tawa miitti^. 

f»> Even 8alllTan fmmd the einh too radical aad deemed It hi^ ta rcoka 
••pablleir/* **dlaappMTln8 •i their extreme vtcwa." Aamvy: Salltma, 1:211. 
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under its instigation and superintendence when a 
schooner, bound for Ilalif ax, was pursued by a boat 
from the La Concorde, forcibly boarded, and let- 
ters and papers from Boston merchants stolen,** 
This high-handed measure naturally aroused bitter 
comments: **The * INSURGENT CLUB,' not con- 
tent with raising a STANDING ARMY at Pittsburg, 
have even established a NAVY — some of the sweet 
fruits of these blessed clubs on the sea shore, have 
appeared.'*" 

The growth of political excitement and interest is 
shown in the fall Congressional elections. The news- 
papers in October are full of the canvassing that is 
going on.^ The candidates of both parties suffer the 
most rabid attacks.^ A private letter of the Rev. 
Jedediah Morse reflects 4he feelings of the exasper- 
ated friends of Ames and Dexter who were hard 
pressed by the skilful and somewhat unscrupulous 
campaign of the opposition.*® **It is melancholy,*' 
he writes to Oliver Wolcott, **to find how much, & 
how deeply, the mutilated speeches of Messrs. 
A[mes] and D[exter] published in the prostituted 
Chronicle have poisoned the minds of the people, of 
but little discernment.. .Their re-election. . .is doubt- 
ful. ..*'** These two, however, were returned by the 
election on November 3rd** and with them Sedgwick, . 

Bte fooa fiilth la this step was loodly impiicn«d bj a writer la th« CentlacI, 
JsB. 2tlth. I TIM. 

(30) Ihftl. Sept. A. 17m. rer<^ Morton (president of tbo dob) wan acrniiHi of 
laatlratlnp tMi« ontrare, whlcb oc<timHl oa 8(»pt(*nib«r 3nl. and was brouKht 
to trial. Ihld. Fcpt. 10. 17M. Tlie pilot of th« boat, wblcb captured tbt sloop 
Sqccms, was llki*«i«e tried oa tbr rlf^btb of t\» same month. Hampsblra 
Gatctte. rvt. I. 1704. Se« aluo Mass. Mtrcnrj, Sept. 10. and Am. Apoito. 
Sept. n. 1704. 

(37) Ceatla<>l. Sept. 0. ITM. 

(38) Am. Apollo. Oet. 2S, 1704. 
(80) CenHnel. Oct. 22. 31. 1704. 

(40) lad. Cb.. Oct. 22, 1704; Oeatlatl. Oct. 20. 1704. 

(41) Cniarlrstown. Oct. 15. 1704. WolcoU M8S.. CVma. Hist. Soc. Fliber 
Amea wss qnlte of the ssme opialoa. For be writes to O. Wolcott from Dedbam. 
Not. 14. 1700: **IIere tbc taflneacc of tbe Bostoa Cbroalcle and tbe orations tv 
tbe market. Is most peatlferoas. I bars proclaimed opca war airslast all tbis. 
but a rower affalast tba stream soon irrows wesk sad weary.** GIbbs: Mcawtra 
1:808. A stroag defeasa of Amas la foaad to tba Geatlaci, Oct. 28. 1T04. 

(42) CsatlBsl, Not. 6» 1701. 
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who hjad likewise been the target for abnse and op- 
position.** The following year the federalists lay- 
low, watching the tread of events, ,a&djnaking no 
attempt to contestJhe.annual_ election for governor 
in.theL-fipnng.^ That most formidable agency in 
New England for making and directing pnblic opin- 
ion, the. rlergy, was beginning to preach, federalism 
in_the pulpit and ont, on the Sabbath and week days 
likewise. With the powerful aid of this order, it 
would be a mere matter of time when their party 
could seize the reins of the state -government. 

Not only did "the sentiments of the clergy this 
way (for so far as I am acquainted he (Mr. Osgood) 
S])eaks the sentiments of nine out of ten of the 
clergy) agree with those of the President... in re- 
spect to the self-created Societies [and]... The 



(43) IM4. Not. 19. 17M. fMlrwIck ««■ hy « btfe B^Jorlty oT « 
Id Xl» Hampshire district the fetlrrallst fwiirht to oast WlIlteB 
rppabllcMi. The campalgD In that district bersa early, f or ta the Basv«Ui« 
Gazette. Jane 4. 11. 2S. 17M. (the last from the Fed. Spy) thcrt are tw 
artlc1<>s dorcDdloff bim and aibtwerlnc aeeasatkNis. la IMd. Oct. 9. the pap« 
la crowded with nine electlooeerlnff pnffs. Ills oppooent was Gen. WIlltaB 
Shepberd, who bad acrrcd well In Shajs' Rebellloo as well aa la tha Bc««latlaB. 
The latter was barely defeated. Ilampsblre Gasette, N«e. IS. ITM^ Sea Amaa 
to T. Dwicht. Work*, pt. 1. p. 15S. for the dlsput of Amea over i:^maa*a 
Tlctory. The "funded debt*' seemed to be a haadlo mach aaed la faror tf 
Ljman. llanipxhlre Gasette. Oct. 29. 1794. 

Tliat party anlmoxlty was folly aroused, la erldettt from the load clamar 
orer inecal Totlni; by the worsted democrata. Ind. Ch., Koe. t, 1194. Tha 
reply Is. that If It Is tme that there are only 2132 letral toCcts la Boatoa. tnm 
whence came the S301 rotes cs<t at the sprtnj: election for coremor. thcrt betaf 
no olijcctloos replatered at that time by the democrats. Oeatlael, Kov. A, 1194. 
Besides **Tbere are those who can testify a nnmbcr of Frenchmen, weailac tha 
national cocsde. .did actually rote for Dr. Jarrla (the rvpnbllcaa aoaalaee]; 
besides journeymen who bad a day's play [pay] for^^nc down to Tota.** 
Ibid. XoT. 19. 1791. These Joumeymea would not hsTS the iMop a ilj 4aallie»> 
tloB entltUni; them to the raffrairc. Bowercr Madlsoa writes to Jeffvson. Dtc 
21, 1794. Works. 11:29: **Amcs Is eald to owe his socceaa to the vate of 
_ Keirroea and British sailors, smufiFled under a rery lax mode of coadactlac thf^ 
election there. Bedpwlcfc ^and Gootlhoe haTO have majftrltles.'* The saffTaga 
quallflcatlons we?!e **a uiale Inhabitant of the town whcrete ho rcaldaa. aC 
twenty-one years and upwards, and bavlac a freehold aatate wtthia tha Oam> 
monwealth of the annual Income of three poonda, or any estate of tbt valaa a( 
£00.*' Since the law at that time demanded no oath by tho Tatar, aa wm 
prertonsly required, the books of the asscsaora were the oaly menna of amem 
Ulnlnc the Icfral Toters. Hence sreat abnsea aroae. OentlneL April 6» 1T94. 

The abases seem to hare persisted. The Rampahira Oaaette, Oct. IL 1801^ 
ramarks: "one of the warm Democrau conreycd a piece of land ta a warthla« 
feltow. aufflclent to make him a Freemaa..the aaw Frtemaa owed aoam aM 
debts to the FederaIlsU..(and] before the patriotic Grantor had time ta pcacma 
the land reconreyed to himself, secnred their debU by attachlac It.** A fuM 
watch sulBcvd to qualify numbers of impecuntoaa democrats. 

(44) The federalist conrresumen wished that Increase Snasaer ba annoiid ti 
Adama. F. Amea to T. Dwlght. Phlla.. Feb. 3. 1793. Worka. pt. 1. ^ l«w 
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thanksgiving sermons in Boston & its vicinity (with 

only two or tiiree exceptions) all breathe. . .the same 

spirit; — ^though their manner was not so particular 

& pointed... . " but also the rest of ^^ the clergy in this 

commonwealth, [who] generally approve of the same 

sentiments/'^ Fisher Ames writes from Philadel- 

<^]p^a in exultation: ''Mr. Osgood's sermon is ex- 

ytoUed... The heathen in this state, and farther 

/south, ought to have him sent as a missionary... 

^The proclamation by the President, for a Thanks- 

giving.will afford an opening for other Clergymen to 

seek glory.'**® And so it did. Quite a famous number 

definitely announced their conversion to federalism 

by their sermons that day. Again Jedediah Morse 

sent encouraging news to his friend Wolcott: *\The 

National Thanksgiving has done a vast deal of good "[,. 

in a political view this way. All the sermons which 

have been published (& they are numerous) have, y 

» as far as I have heard, spoke the language of Fed- 

[^ eralism except Mr. Bradford's..."*^ And Fisher 
C ^Ames quite correctly concludes from his correspond- 
> ents that "The Thanksgiving has helped tone 
the public mind."*' And he gives an interesting 
illuminating cause when he says ''Tom Paine has 
kindly cured our clergy of their prejudices."** 
^ The lack of a spring campaign does not indicate 
that a sudden lull had come in this stirring period. 

(49) J. Mor»e to O. Wolcott. Ctaarlestown. Dec. 17. 17M. Quottd la Lore: 
Fast mnd ThanktfrlTlnir Dajrt of N. E., pp. S06-7. 

(46) Tb T. Dirifrht. Jan. 7. 1706. Works, pt. 1, p. 160. D. SoweU to C. 
Btrooir (then U. 8. Senator] York. Jan. 26. 1795: *'Oar ireneral Oonrt are In 
Session, from the Speech * the Senate's Answer — Thinm look Well; Whether 
Mr. Osicood*a ThanksfdTlnr Sermon, .has had a good effect npon tho chair or 
not. X am nnahle to sar, Bnt if ona mljrht Oneas, that, or aoroethlni; else, had 
done (ood. And a Prorlama. maklnir pnblle, the President's for a Thankselrlnff 
Is done with a irood Grace. This Business, in Got. Hancock's day, from some 
cansc or other, was qnlte awkwardly performed.*' Strong MS8.. Forbes Library, 
Northampton. Mass. 

(47) Charlcstown. March 18^ 1706. (hioted In Lore: Fast and ThanksgiTlng 
Daya of N. B., pp. 871-S. 

(48) lb C. Gore. Fhlla.. Feb. 94, 1705. Works, pt. 1, p. 168. Tf samn 
day ho writes to T. Dwij^ht moro explicitly: **Tho ThanksglTing baa k^od up 
tha pnblle mind to federalism.** Ibid, p. 168. 

(48) Ibid. p. 168. 
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Far from it. This summer saw the^pjiblication-of 
the Jacobiniad , a witty but a most cutting and bit- 
ter satire on the democrats supposed to have been 
written by Dr. J. S. J. Gardmer.*^ Another of the 
same sort, called "TligJ-yars," provoked angry re- 
sentment. It produced a riot and an attack upon 
the editor, who vainly sought to avoid chastise- 
ment — ^by a horsewhip in the hands of the son of 
one of the pilloried unfortunates — ^by ignominiously 
taking to his heels after flourishing a pistol."- But 
the i iprnar jvvgr_Jay*R Tre aty exc eeded- any, noise 
made yet by the brazen-lunged opponents of the ad- 
ministration. Town-meeting after town-meeting 
protested and stormed." So carried away were the 
people with unreasuning passion, that Jedediah 
Morse accurately described the situation when he 
wrote, just after the Charlestown town-meeting, 
**The present is truly a most important & delicate 
crisis. The passions of people were never warmer 



(SO) It WS9 paUliilicd ODder the title RfmiirkB on tlw iToMnlad . R»Tl*f4 
CorrMrted \xj the Aottaor. and £iulM-lll»lMHk witn carrKEHnvST (BMtoa. 



/ 






1TTI5.] The Federal Orrerr. In eleren nonih«>r». printed the Jacohlnlad e«t1re, 
with thocouph annotatkmt, lent any otMcnre pasuf:« remain In doubt or aaj 
character mentioned remain anknown. April t. 10. IS. It, 20, S3, ST, SO; Mmj 
4. 7. 11. 1795. Hie democrats bellered It was Dr. Gardiner, for they aMaUed htM 
flercvKr. Ind. Ch.. Jan. 12. 1705. llncb dl»pleasnr« waa expreoaed hj those wIm 
were thn« pUlorlcd for the derision of their enemies. Ind. Ch., April SO, 11SS. 
Some left hla chnrrh. amons them B. Austin, the democrata callinc the seceedln g 
brethren **abmidant** In numbera. the federallata "threo.'* Haas. Mcrcnry. Mnj 
29. ITUTi. The Hartford Wits were exerdslnfc their Incennltj te Bmklnie th«. 
Boston dvmocrats rldlcnloos. and the foderallst pspers baatencd to print th«/*. 
clerer and palling poems. See **The Echo, nnnilrr IS," to tba Psd. Oamr^J 
Anp. Sfith. 27th. 1795. from the Coon. OoaranTTalso **Tho Poem on the Tkentyt> 
and the Meetin? oror It at Boston." Impartial Herald. AaK. SS, Sept. 1, 1790^ 
from the Conn. Coorsnt. The "Gnlllotlne: or. Tlie annoal Snnf of tha Tmtk 
Uose** was rtimbllshcd from the Oona. Conrant In the Fed. Orrerj. Jan. T, ITSS; 
Mass. Spy. Jsn. 20. 1700. See also The J>emocrattod. . Phlla., Srd ad., 179S. 

(.*•!> J. ru-rce to Knox. Boston. Sepf. lo. 1«UA. Knox MS8. XXX VIII :SL 
See aluo F i^i orrwr ^pt 1ft iTOS^ Braokflcld AdTortlscr. Sept. It, X79S. 

(52) A Borttfio town meetlnjr held on the 10th of Jnly. ^djonnad to tho IStk. 
> See 27th tt cua rt of the B «;f««j| PomiBiMinn^ra »f -««*te«, fgf, 9tUA\ Tba rsoa- 
Itttlons pa:t«ed. were fnrwsnlpd to tho President to hopes that he ''maj not havn 
slimed It. and If not tliat he will be deterred.. tbla.. [Is] a JacoMa measnra 
dlsapprored by all good men. and not connteoanccd by any merchant oi cmlnenca. 
not by ten In all. (The nnreaaoolng cocrse of action taken la fnlly expla!nod:l 
**thc pencral rota of disapprobation was taken withont readinc or banflng tho 
Treaty: eren at the adjournment.. It was read only for form's aske, bat not 
dlscQa«ed prerkms to adopting [tho] lonff cOiJrctloos to It. ..Mr. Frsnklta 
Bache. .came on here with, .a larire collcrtloo of Lies.. to create a flame hero 
and to ur^e onr common people to excesses, la one Week We shall be coal and 
composed here;'* S. Ulutasoo to T. Plckerlny. Boston, Jnly 14, 11SS. 
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since the year 75 — '*** And that seasoned observer 
of the trend of political sentiment, Stephen Higgin- 
son, observed: **I think the present moment a very 
critical One with Our Country more so than any one 
that has passed. ..**^ Boston effervesced all sum- 
mer. Jlobs seemed to be so common there that the / 
Salem Gazette satirically remarks: "a body of Es- 
sex militia will soon be called for, to keep in check 
the spirit of riot and insurgency manifested by the 
Boston cits....'* And again, in referring to these 
mobs: ''The factious attempts of the Bostonians to » 
govern the government render that town a v^ry im- T ^ 
proper place for legislative deliberations. Should i ^ 
the treaty become law of the land, the town of Bos- fl 
ton and Dracnt are determined to detach themselves f 
from the Union, and form a mighty, independent 
nation of themselves.*'" 



Asm. Rep. I <]800) 787-8. Tbe federallsta who did not attend thin meetlnf 
met. and after dratrlnr np a "Dlaaent to the Dntnita of thin Tbvrn [tlrn'*<l bf 
more than 200] and pamlnir Reaolntlona hj the Chamber of Commerce (Aniniat 
7th] the former with the nami**. the latter without.** fonranled Imth to the 
President. 8ame to vame. Ibid. pp. 790-1. Alvo T. Ruaael to Waahlnctoa, Boa- 
ton. Avir. 13, 1703. BparlCM: Correnpondence of the Rerolutlon, IV:47G-7. The 
tr^acMon^Jiad-'Bet la. hJL. ilt«--JUldd1e_of_Aac]ast for "one third at leaat of onr 
llenibera of the Cl>anibor, who bnve now roted with na, were at flrat mislead; 
and perhnpa a lanre proportion of the DlsaentorA tn dolnea of the Town meeting, 
were eren warm In a|))io4ltlon IpreTloovlf] to tlie Treaty. The..arranirementt of 
the JacoblRN w«>re aiich. and ao well formed. a>i to pr<M*1ude all opp7. of oppoalnf 
In thia Inatnnce.** S. lllrrln<«on to T. rickerlne. r>v«too. Aop. 16. 1795. Am. 
HIat. Aaan. Ui'p. 1(1800)790.1. The wrath of a merchant, ordlnartly of feder- 
allfltlc afD1*ntlons, U well expresMi'd bj the letter of S. Breck to Knox. Boaton. 
Julr 7. 1703. Knox M88. XXXVII MS."*: "for mj own part I had rather aee mjr 
Conntry In lt<« taut cniiTtilalooa than aubmlt to It..** [Jax'a Trt*at]r.] 8e« alao 
O. Cabot to KIne. Brookllne. Jnljr S\ Klnje: Klnfr. 11:17; July 27. pp. 18-19; 
Ang. 4, pp. 20-1: Anir. 14. 1705. pp. 24-5; C. (lore to Klnfc. BoKton. Anjt. 7. 1703. 
pp. 21-2: Same to name, Wnltliam. Aup. 14. 1705, pp. 22-4. Ibid. The Boatoo 
affltatora auerfo«1et1 In ezeltlnir like commotion* In a few of the other towna. 
Draeut prot4*Mt«i1 on Anj;. .^1. Ind. Ch.. Auit. 10. 13. 1703. Lexlneton dlMpitroTed 
on Anir. mtli. Ibid. Sept. 21. 1705. A meeting (apalnit which 72 people algncd 
their name* to a dtflnrntlon. ahowlng that It wan not a leeal town-meeting, llaa«. 
Mercnrj. Not. 17. ]7!>3.) at Ply mouth. Oct. 28th. reprobated the Treaty. Ind- 
Ch.. KoT. 2. 1705. XliA'^^f*'i^<^^<it* Adopted rarlona derlcca Jo--«tlr SR the peopla 
(ace e. g. Ind. Ch.. Sept. X 14. 1703.) eren to threatening a drll war In caae 
the Treaty waa adopted. Ibid. Aug. 17. 1705. The name paper, Feb. 4tb. 1708, 
qontea from the Thlla. Aurora: **lt la hardly crnllble that the Trealdent will draw 
ao detitly upon hln remaining atoek of |x»pnlarlty, aa In oppoattlon to the united 
Tolee of hla con«tltni>ntM. .to alpn an Instrument big with tha fata of onr 
lateriinl fieace and lmU>)H>ni1enre.** 

(.vn To O. Woleott. July 21. 179.1. Wolcott MRS.. Conn. Hist. Soc. 

(54) To T. Pickering. Ang. 10, 1705. Am. HUt. Aaan. Rep. 1(1800)702-8. 

(33) S«*pt. 13. 1703. See e. g. the We«tem Star. Aug. 4. 1793. for cootemptnooa 
remark* eoncernlng the Tarloua mobji In the cltli>a which preaume to Judge of 
the treaty without hearing It "crying away with It.** Tbla town of I>r«e«t 
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The first of these lawless proceedings was insti- 
gated by a ** number of ineendiarj' Ilandbills'' call- 
ing upon the people to taka^fiEectivieju^asures against 
a n alleged Bri tish^privateer, the Betsy of St. 
Croix, then lying at the Long Wharf.^ The report of 
AVilHam Donnison is interesting. It seems that the 
only ofticial action proposed by the supine authori- 
ties was to inquire of •*Mr. Atomey Moreton" what 
action could be taken against the vessel following a 
complaint of the French consul. He continues: "re- 
ceiving notice that some mischief was meditated 
Qgainst the Vessel, I went down the wharf with in- 
tent to inform the jieople that a regular proceeding 
was in opperation. . .but. . .it was too late. . .the Ves- 
sel being nearly destroyed, and the tumult so great 
that all attempts to appease them would have been 
useless.*'" Emboldened by their success, the insti- 
gators again circulated on the 25th handbills "call- 
ing upon the good citizens to attack several 
English vessels laying at Goldburys Wharf, The 
Governor. . .took the most spirited measures. . . A 
detachment of militia. . .were mustered at the State 
House.*' However, after dark a large number gath- 
ered and dispersed only after the insistent persua- 
sion of the magistrates.* 



irat iniKrIrlmiwiT rrnnhllmn. tA the extent of foralthiDir '*mo len tbaa 185 vMcs 
fat the lant trial for reprenentatlre] an Increaae of noarlj 100.. bmk than oa* 
Jn weren of the whole nnmber of tnhahltantii..** Centlnel. May 2S. 179S. 

(30) tfamiMihlre Gazette. Jolj 1. 1795. The mob aeemHI to haT« worked wttb 
ear* ami thoroairhnc««. for tlief first took off the eaptain and the ereir. the* 
threw orerlioard the puna and ammnnltlon. anall arms. cntlaMca, etc Flanllf 
the.T dUmantled the Teinel. rm'bed her off. after aettlnie fire to her and tho 
title rarrIM the l«at to Chariestown. where ahe honied to the water*a odito. 

The limton Selectmen ralnljr tried to hare "Philip Wonda. Printer, arrested 
^ir pobllAhIn* * dl«trlhatlnir r these].. Inflamatorj notlflcatlonis].*' 27tb Beport 
of the Ileeord Commissioners of.. Boston, p. 203. 

iM) To A. Ailams. Boston. Jnne 21. ITK. 8. Adama MM.. N. T. Pnblle 
Llhrarr. The GoTemnr offered a rein-ard of f.'UW for the dlscoTerj ^nd brlnstaff 
to jiisllee of the lea«lers In this lawless proceetllnff. Ilampshlre Oasette, Jnl|' IL 
IWV 

(Wl Ma«s. Memirr. Jnne 20. 17S». Jnst a j^n later ono nan. onlj. wan 
eooTleted for parilelpatlon and fined by the Clrenlt Onort of the United lltatcn to 
tho amount of I0.14T. Ilia property larked fOOO of the requisite amovnt and 
benee be was sent to jail for six months. Hampshire Oasette, Jnno 22. ITM. 8eo 
bla appeal to a charitable pnblle In tbld. Dec. 28. 1788. 
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^ The most formidable of these lawless gatherings 
which occurred this year is known as the *13Eat^r- 
melonMot*' or '^Frolic''** On the 4th of Septem- 
beFlEe'lnob paraded in the evening with a fignre 
representing Jay.^ The next day, ** Having pro- 
cured another Jay, with a watermelon-shell head. . . 
to designate him from... the pumpkin-shell heads 
that surrounded him, they. ..paraded. ..the princi- 
pal streets and through Winter Street, where (Jov- 
emor Adams resides,. . .they gave him three cheers 
while he stood at his window smiling most graciously 

and bowing. . respectfully every time they passed 

...they gave him a salute."" After minor dis- 
orders, **0n the 9th they burnt the effigy near Oli- 
ver's Dock. . . '* The 10th was marked by a small 
mob which accomplished nothing. Excited by re- 
marks inserted in the ** Federal jDrrery,'' the rioters 
assembled l)efwe' thcThouse of the editor, threw 
stones and brick bats and were fired upon for their 
attentions; one fellow being wounded. This reso- 
lute reception caused their hurried dispersal. On 
the 14th a great mob amused themselves with a bon- 
fire in Liberty Square^ where **an attempt was made 

(50) The term amse from the replj of Adam* to s deimtatloa of tho BoUd 
citizens who epplletl to the roreriior for the calllDK oat of the mllitta ftfter tbe\ 
mob had had |Nwi«p«i«lon of the town for acreral daya. Hit cootemptvono reftinl 
and hla rcfrrtmcp to the harmlras character of the riotous actions. saTo i^est 
•ffence at that time, for there had been those irho had been etestir dlstnrbed 
and In personal dangrr. Tills ciirlooa nopllcence In snppresslns these antl- 
treatj mobbers trsa a charpp nsed IndnKtrloonlr aralnst Adams the next sprlmt. 
SoCh a Terse ss the followMne taken from a **SonK of Liberty and Eqnallty whick 
onjcht to hare been snnir at Fanenll— llalL.on September Slst. tho birthday of tb* 
French Repahllc..'* shows this feeltne aa well as the growth of party feftlng. 
red. Orrery. Frpt. 2ff. 17D9 : 

**Xflw atrlTlnr amain for a fortunate chance, 
Te taste of the Freedom of Frsnce— of France 
Pteslin? thro* alleys, and wlndlntr thro* lanes. 
Onr mob-loTlns r[oTrrno]r marches In baate. 
Ills cyca np to EeaTsn— h's heart with the feasts 
In snarchy's strain 
PMlm-slnirlnp. and praylni? 
lie smiles st mBn*sIaylne — Hnssa.** 

(00) Tlie federalists foil niwn the prm-esslon and wrested the laagt fknm th* 
iemocrsts. Hampshire Oasette. Sept. SO, 1703. 

(01) Ibid, March 10. 1700. Aa the date of the paper shows. It la an accooat 
of these riots deslirned to Injnre Adams, who waa • cawlldate for re^lecthm. 
Stephen Illirclason la aecnsed of wrltlnf the account of the Watermelon Frolic. 
It was first written and pohllshcd soon after the September 
Bampdiire and Berkshire (Thronlcle, Koe. 10, 1700. 

(03) Baropahlre Oasette, Sept. SO, 17B0. 
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to disperse, them, but being too feeble it fail'd. 
Sheriff Allen — ^the attorney Grenl. (Si:Qlivan) — ^and 
several Justices of the peace were compelled to re- 
treat after being roughly handled — ^the same even- 
ing Dr. Baird & several others were knocked down — 
feeble attempts to quell a mob serve but to increase 
& encourage it — ^but our executive — "** Finally an 
association of all the most respectable citizens organ- 
ized and succeeded, wdth the aid of the civil authori- 
ties, in putting an end to the mobocratic rule.** 

^ch- prnflftedings_did,^not-<x)miiiend^ democratic 

Udeas^or jnaetho.ds of government to-men possessed c^ J^H. 

IpLsense^rTTfoperty. It savored far more of French -w— u^<*** 

J license than of American liberty. So threatening ^"^ ^ "^ 

pad been the attitude of this multitude, that so°i©'*^^f^^ 

nad left Boston fearing for their safety.** Would .^^.^J^^ 

not Fisher Ames perceive in such the justification ,ca^ «» ^ 

for his assertions when he wrote: ''I could neither u.^%u.u^ 

repress my indignation, nor disguise my contempt ^JL^ — ^ 

for the blindness and gullibility of the rich men who ^ '^ ^ 

^/ so readily lend their. strength. to Ihe parlyrwEich is^ -^ «*^ ff^ 

■ — thifstihg Tor the contents of their iron chests . ^. what ^^A^^^m^ 

can augur worse for bur affairsT;han to see'inen of ^^ 



/> 



wealth and at least reputed sense, openly acting ^ 
against the doings of the Executive. ***• This was ^^^* 
during the excitement over Jay's Treaty and the un- **"**** ^ 
bearable robberies of the English, when Boston mer- ^"^ ***rr 
chants learned what it was to have "two British^^^-^ -^-^ 
Ships of War and a Bermudian Privateer*' calmly ^^^'^^^^^ •^ 
take up headquarters in Boston Bay and *'take^^2l^/^ 
every thing that comes in their way,'*^ Such ex- 
periences ought to excuse these **rich men of reputed 
sense'* for losing patience. 

((R) J. rierr^ to Knox. Boiitoo. 8n»t. 15. ITOS. Kooz MS8. XXXVIII :». 

(M) Amorr: ffolllTan. I:ano.l. 

(05) Rampahlre Gatette. March SS. ITMt 

(00) F. Amen to O. Wolmtt. Df^ham. Jnl.v 9. 171I5. miOMi: >f«tiio*ra. IrtlOL 

(07) B. BiTck to Knox. Boston. Jnlf 7. 17A5. Knox M8R. XXXVII :ias. This 
Mmc mercbant complained of ha Tins • ahlp of hla fmn FnuMo Ukca hj thaaa 
Tetaela loadM irlth **Wln«, branOj, * Ingott of Sllrer nod iMt aa prtN «» 
IXallfaz." Ibid. 
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Jay's Treaty was not popular however it was 
viewed. But Jke^igrixidinjy. necessi ties'' of a you ng 
and^ comparatively feeble country appe aled to the 
sober conviction of the conservative^ classes wlio ral- 
lied for the defence of the Administration. In this 
the clergy, have thrown in their lot with the friends 
of Washington, l)ore a notable part and were des- 
tined to be even more active later. A striking tribute 
to their prowess is a letter of Knox to Washington, 
September 2nd, 1795: ** Great unanimity. . .among 
the most respectable Class of people the Clergy of 
this State in favor of the principle and practise of 
Government this is expressed unequivocally in their 
conversation^ and sermons with immense effect"* 

The Thanksgiving day,^® appointed by the Gover- 
nor, was still further improved, eispecially by the 
famous Rev. David Osgood.^* Of this last the faith- 
ful chronicler Jedidiah Morse said: **It is the same 
tune in a higher key."" The astute politician and 
statesman, Fisher Ames, had kept fully informed of 
the political revolution, which, under the stimulating 
leadership of the clergy, was proceeding so rapidly 
throughout the state; for he asserts in a jubilant 
tone: **Th<> pfiop)^ arp ooTuinpr right T send yon a 
sermon, whicli_Iwish our friends. . jmay:.see. . .and 
get it (the politicaTpartT'pnblished. . . "" And an 
irritated Frenchman affirms — significantly with the 
emphasis placed on "the pulpit" — ^"in my last 

(08) The word to doubtful la tht orlrlnal letter. 
«») Knox M88. XXXVIII :». 

(70) It to noted IQ the Wcntera Star, (for Nor. 8, 1705) that the Ooremor ta 
hto proclamatlon of October 14 tb. did not repeat bto error of the prerkms 
jear In omitting aU reference to the Federal Ooremment. 

(71) The democrata affected to timore tbto aermon, reterrlnr to it casvall7 
aa "ao contemptible that it to not even Introduced aa published at the request 
of hia bearer*.*' Ind. Ch.. Dec. S. 170.1. The federaliata described It aa «*brlao 
with a fenceanre for anre backs.** Salem Gasette, Dec. 8. 1700. 

(72) To O. Wolcott, Charlestowa, Dec X 1705. Lore: Fast and Tbanksgltrlag 
Days of N. B.. p. 878. 

(73) To O. Wolcott. Dedbam. Dec. 81. 1708. Olbba: Memolra. 1:208. D. 
Bewell to C. Stronir. York. Dec. 27, 1705: "I am Inclined to think that by far 
the larger part of Maaaa. district hatre differ<«it Sentiments from those of Dracnt. 
Cliarlestown and some other hasty nnlnformed corporationa..** Strong MS8., Forbea 

Library* Korthampteo, Maaa. 
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I informed yon. . .1 should treat of the uijiiry [to] 
...liberty... in some parts of America, from the 
Pulpit, the Theatre, and the Press... Tliey [the 
clergy] under a pretence of supporting religion en- 
gaged against our Revolution and even in their ad- 
dresses to heaven, implicated and dishonoured the 
natural rights of %nan, and advocated the cause of 
Despotism."^* - — ^ 

Hardly had the year — 1796 — ^begun, when trwa oo- / 
currences showed how strongly the tide of federalism I 
was running." First, the Virginia Resolutions, to I 
the indignation of the republicans^ suflFered very I 
quick defeat and none too courteous treatment at / 
the hands of the Massachusetts legislature.^ Over- I 
whelmingly rejected in the Senate, they fared little I 
better in the House. A motion to conunit was lost, 
24 to 56. They were then laid on the table," 42 to 41, 
and on February 6th the amendments were finally 
killed by a vote of 98 to 46, in an attempt to reooitJ 
sider the tabling motion." 

The other was the tart reply of both branches of 
the legislature to the Governor's message, in which 

(7<l) lad. Ch.. P«c. 28L 1795. The oIImy two Icttm of this mrrin arc la 
Drc. 2i9t, li9.\ and Jan. <ltli, 1790. It In hli;blx slsnillraiit to haw *niie |Nil|ilt.** 
which to rarvfnllT emphaatoed, head the Itot of the ac«iclee antacwistle t» 
France. 

(73) The action taken hj the Genoral Coart waa qatle different ttnm what 
had been ho|ied for h7 the repabllcans. On Jolj* 10. 179S. Robert U«1ac«toa« 
had written to A«Uma rainrpNtlnf; that he write Wa^ttnictoa ajsalnst Jay'a 
Treatj— harlni: done m hlmitclf — and aofriseated that If the-le^latnre «C Maaaa- 
chusetta would only |uibs rpaolntlona airainut It that an^ action woold^are event 
wHirht. 8. Adamii MSS.. N. Y. Pnblle Ubrarr. 

(70) Madl«on pcrcelTed the chanise of aentlmcat In Uamachnaetta when ho 
wrote to Jefferaon: **Thelr nnhaodMome treatment of the Vlnrtnla ami nilini nta 
portvnda a counter tone." Pblla.. Jan. 31. 17B0. Worka, II:7S-d. Oe eo«- 
plalna araln of the treatment aa "nnworthr** In a letter to B. Pcndtctott. FMIa.^ 
Feb. T. 17M. Works. 11:17-8. The repabltcona In UasMchvtietU were Ukcwton 
Irritated. See Ind. Ch.. Jan. 25. Feb. 8. 17WL In the name paper (Fc^l 4.) a 
correspondent doea not think It respectful **to paaa orer the appllcatlan of onr 
Elder Sister.. (who) Joined hands with na to break that ftevldablc Tt}8K «C 
arlatorracT. the snaMlity of the atateo.*' The federallsta on the other hand 
were freatlj dellirhted and exnlted: **the Lefdalatnm of MaasadHwetta and New 
York and the Senate of Pennsylranla. bare decided ajmlnut the *Vinctaia alt«^ 
atlon.* fMaorfanlsera! What think yn of tho Hirsaaa of the peopla.* mwF* 
Centlnel. Feb. SO. 17M. 

(77) Thla waa on the IMh •( January. Ibid, Jan. 90, 1TB8. 

(78) IbM, Feb. 8. 1188. OommenU In Ibid. Feb. 10. 8o Importaal to thn 
m stTCB In ftoU la IbM. Fab. 8; Ind. Cb.. Fabw U. ITM. 
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he criticised Jay's Treaty.^ Although it was cur- 
rently believed and openly asserted (while the un- 
usual delay gave considerable color to the charge)^ 
that the speech had bpen thus unduly long in coming 
because of the necessity of its being "much soften- 
ed,'* yet it elicited sharp answers. To the gover- 
nor's assertion" that *Hhe Treaty. -..was pregnant 
with evil,"*^ the Senate replied: **We consider it an 
interference with the powers entrusted to that gov- 
ernment for the Legislature of this Commonwealth 
to decide on [Jay's Treaty] . . . And having firm re- 
liance on the Supreme Executive and other consti- 
tuted authorities of the Union, we hope the appre- 
hensions of danger expressed by your Excellency, 
on this subject, will never be realized."^ The reply 
of the House was quite as much of a bitter slap. 
"We consider a respectful submission to the legal 
decisions of the constituted authorities to be the 
surest means of enjoying and perpetuating the in- 
valuable blessings of our free and republican govern- 
ment"** It is no wonder that Fisher Ames writes 
gleefully, "3^Iassachusetts has given faction a blow 
by the answer[s] . . .and the contempt of Virginia's 
revolutionarj' amendments."®* 

Another cheering omen, to the federalists, was the 
death at Philadelpliia^of the parent 'iJacobinjDlub." 
After chronicling that happy event, the federalist 

(79) Kveo Mftdieon remarked to Jefferwm: "Gorr. Adams hat Uanclied • pr«ttj 
bold attack anataat the Treaty." Phlla.. Jan. 81, 1790. Works, II:7d; see also 
O. Gore to King. Boston. Jsd. 31. 1790. Klnc: Kinf, IltStO. 

(80) Centlnel. Jan. 20. 1790. F. Ames to J. Bmlth. Dedham, Jan. 18. 1790, 
Works, pt. 1. pp. 183-4: **Oar OoTemor ban not jet delivered bis most democrstic 
speecb, altbonsb It Is the second week of the cottrt-slttln|;..It Is said, ho has 
twice or tbrlcs new modelled his prescbment. as be was led hj hopes and fears 
of the temper of tho members, finding no antl-treatj atnff would bo well 
recelTed.." 

(81) Centlnel, Jan. IT, SO. 1790. 

(82) A writer In the Centlnel (Jan. 23. 1790) nnklndly reminded the gOTornflr 
that **d«rlng the glorious revolntlon he thought things *pregnsnt with erll,* 
which proved the sslratlon of oor country, as also our Constitution was ottcn 
highly pregnant with erll.'* 

(83) The reply was on Jan. 21st. Ccnttn^ Jan. 23, ITBO. 
(81) The re|>ly waa returned on Jan. 22d. Ibid, Jan. 87, 1790. 
(83) Tb T. Dwight, Phlla.. Feb. 11, 1790. Works, pt. 1, p. 180. 
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paper remarks: ''In Massachusetts a celebrated phy- 
sician. . .has declared. . .that the cinb of Boston was 
in a languishing and decrepit state. "^ High hopes 
arose in the breast of some of the federalists over 
the cliance of turning out the **aged and decrepit 
Sam,'*^ as they ungratefully regarded the patriot, 
who should have been respected for his well ripened 
years and great ser^'iees to his country. 

The attempt began early in February with a cam- 

/ paign document designed to injure Adams,** the lo^- 

cal nominee of the republicans, although-Sultivan is 

nominated by his friends, doubtless encouraged by 

the federalists who were hoping in this way to divide 

(M) The publication of Adet't iatcrcvpted letter coMcnlac the Deaocntle 
8ocletl« serred Imt to plTe thm cooip 4» fT&co to tlicoe morlbirod ors^iilattaBi. 
Still It rttrni«h«Hl ftminunltloB fnr the federaltots. Seld one writer: "RciMiMft- 
can« are. arconllnj; to tbU Frenehnan. propaiinf our explosion of the 0OTcf»> 
ment aee section S— who were preparlnc a Rerotatlon or CItII War se e sectlaa 
13, l-l — who form po|>iiIar societlea. who concentrate thenaelTea and send ««t m ^ 
concert of declarations aceJnst the cwsraaont— section 8. section 10— (he] 
Tla«ltcstes the whisk«7 rebellion, snd calls them RcpnMlcans by princlpte. and 
lnJrpt>nitent hj charscter and sltnatkm, the aame men whom tho Orsniiin 
smoothlj- noticed while ther had arms In their hands, as their Wtttron.** Oestl- 
nel. Jan. So. 17IM. 

(87) The followlnr quotation from the Centlnel. Ian. IT, ITH. taken tnm 
the **I>artford Nrws-Bojr.** will show how the Governor had lost eon fl d e n c s and 
I / eren the rotpect of the federalists for his open devotion to the canse of thn 
\/ French. (This attachment was so notorkms earlier that when Prince Edward 
Tislted BoKton. oOclsldom wss irrcstlj sirttated by his dclaj over waltlnc npen 
the actinc coTcmor. See 8. Breck to Knox. Boston, Feb. 10. ITM. Kan MSB. 
XXXV :-l2: same to same. Feb. 16. 17M. IMd. p. M.] 

**And now O Ifnse throw Candonr's Tett 
O'er ased Sam, In dotage frail 
And let past scnrlces atone 
For recent deeds of foll7 done; 
When late aboard the Gallic ship, 
Well fraoirht with democratic flip, 
lie praylni; fell on aerrtle kneea. 
That France alone mlftht mio tho aetiu 
^*hile Sense and Reason took a nap. 
And snor'd la lacohiaSa cap. 
DU other acta, both grava and Jollf 
Behold! are In the book of Folly: 
Yet should he with his fathera alecp. 
We'd strire with all onr mlirht — to weep.** 
(88) **I am happx that Maraachnsetts has once more attained.. Ca] rewpectahW 
character, .a few. .demaxorues.. have endea Toured to represent her citlacna as 
friends to moltberr and erery dlaormalslng measore and hare been Influential 
cnooi:h to create riotoita proceedlnxt In.. (Boston]. The lam e n ess of tho Bxecn- 
tire on those occasions hare served to second the evil report which has sp r e ad 
against her reputation.** Centlnel. Feb. 13, 1798. Increaaa Snmasr waa nomi- 
nated Informallx hj the lOth of Febmarj. lliero Is a cnrlona statement In the 
Centlnel, April 6. ITIM. regrardlng tho WNptBatlon. **Thla year, la c o natqne n es 
of some disorders la this town, and for other cauaes, a number of Rentlemen frsm 
tha eouati7..propooed to. .place Jndiw Sumner la the chair." On the Slat uT 
Jaauarjr Gore writes to Kluf: "It to more than prohnblo that an effort wlB ht 
mads to dIapUco Adama..[hr] Sumner." KInr »«• U:6Bw 
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their opponents.^ The two leading candidates were 
indisputably Increase Sumner and Samnel Adams, 
the present governor. Unwearied exertions were 
made by the federalists in behalf of their candi- 
date.** A supposedly convincing argument address- 
ed to the citizens of Massachusetts was that ''in the 
life of man he is twice a child. . . Thus. . .they ought 
not to invest the high office to a Governor in 
dotage. **•* The reply of a republican to this ** Brit- 
ish" accusation was that if he is "feeble & debilitat- 
ed as you falsely represent him, [he] has made even 
your master George the Third to. tremble, and who 
still remains, like the worm that never dies, a scourge 
to the enemies of America. ' ^ The friends of Adams 
constantly remind the people of his great patriotism, 
that he and Hancock were the only ones excepted 
from the proffered act of pardon. When, however, 
tjiey sought to use Hancock's popularity to magnify 
their candidate by descanting on the warm friend- 
ships which existed between these two patriots, they 
trod on very insecure ground. There were too many 

(80) Amorj: SolllraD, 11:54: **he not (mlj iliacoaraf;^ bla oVn nomination, bnt 
enjraircd actlToIx In the canvn**. defondlni? Mr. AAaraa from th«^ attack*.*' 

(00) See "The Kloctor.** which came ont In fonr numbcn In the Hanpahlra 
Gaxette. March 2. 0. 10. 23. 1700. Al^o **Caaaiu«** In the Maas. Spj. March 80. 
1700: Fo«1. Orrery. April 4. 1700. Perhnpa an aharp an anythlni? In the remark of 
the Salom Gasette, March 20. 1790: "We hare repeatedly wished a chanfre. bat 
the Satelllten of Anardijr hare prercntod It. that thvlr Patron, aa Governor of 
Maaancl)nM*tt«. mirht rlvc a tone to all the principles and practlcea of Jacobin 
mlwhtef.** A rood deal wati made of hla allowed opposition to Wanhlneton dnr- 
Inic the RoTolutlon. Centinel. April 2. 1700. There Is an elaborate list of charge* 
aKnIn«t the GoTemor in ibid. March 23. 20. 1700. They are ronch the same ns 
In prcrlons elections. A cortllal InTltatlon la extended to Adama to reslffn aa 
Got. Trnmbun of Conn<*cticnt did "who In a handsome and pathetic address., 
took leare of pnbllc life.** A further reason la that both branches of the les1a> 
latnre and the Council are opposed to him. This la quite true, so much ao that b« 
"had other Counsellors than thmie appointed for him br the Constitution. *' and It 
Is affirmed with as<«nrance that he did not read hU speech — denouncing Ja7*s 
Treaty to hla Council— as It waa customaqr at least to do. 

(01) Ibid, March 0. 1700. Of like Import la an earlier Tersloa of tbia •'aged** 
accusation. "It Is high time.. to 'pnt off the OLD MAX.* and *pQt on the new/ ^ 
and I trust the former m*lll be equally candid as John the Baptlat waa towarda 
his aucceasor. when be declared *he must INCRRASR. but I must decrease.* ** 
lUd, Feb. 17, 1700. It waa somewhat charitably suggested that It was '*tb« 
Shaking Palney for pereral yeara, (which) has weakened hla [Adama*] mind 
to an^ a degree as has msde him a dope to tho amMtloua deslgna of n Faxtj 
who wlab to ruin tbo country.. Jarria. Anstln. and Vlnal. .unprincipled C'*Tl11nlna*'] 
..at the head of erery faction.. entirely mle bis coodnet.** Hampabira Gaiette. 

March 2, 17B0. 

(02) iDd. Ch., March T, 17M. . 
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"who on Gala days [had] . . .been entertained by the 
generosity of [Hancock] . • . [and Imew] how often he 
has expressed his disapprobation of this CYNICK, 
who refused his invitations and declared it u;icked 
in a Bepnblie to enjoy the good things of Provi- 
dence. ..*'** So well known were the critidsms of 
Hancock by Adams, tiiat the following squib had at 
least a strong veri-similitude of truth. '* There are 
citizens who firmly beUeve that the greater part of 
the matter of the celebrated strictures on Gov. H. 
under the signature of *Laco,' were furnished, either 
orally or in writing, by Gov. Adams. ''^ 

The result of the election bore out the statement 
addressed to the "British desperadoes." *'Go to,'* 
it exclaimed, ''Ye may as well attempt to move 
Mount Atlas, as to remove from the breasts of true 
bom Americans a love & esteem for... [Adams]. "•• -— i y 
The Governor received 15,195 out of a total vote of ) 
^,493— his opponent having 10,184. The latter vote 
IS a rather interesting proof of the growing strength ) 
of party allegiance, the federalist candidate having i 
little to recommend him in comparison with the J 
'* Patriot of 75.'* Dividing the state as before into -^ 
three sections, we find, that while in the east the in- 
crease of the republican vote was 148 over that of 
'the federalists, in the west the former actually 
gained 392 votes, the latter 1,810 and turned a minor- 
ity of 603. votes into a majority of 1,599 from the 
vote cast in 1794, and in the Maine section, the re- 
publican gain is but 243, that of the federalists 348. 
AVhat with the legislature exhibiting throughout its 
session ** enlightened Federalism," the future, as 



(»S) CcstlBcl. IfftKh 8. 17B6. It to farther M KrtfJ that whca Adaas wm 
PretMcst of tbt Senate be nede ««lt eppeer that IReDeMk]..wM tte ■«« 
l»ecent of the Whiff Pertr. wheee property and pleaaaUe talevta thaf thiwiht 
naefal; bat whom ther with great dUkaltj kept ateady ta their caaoa."* Md, 
April 2. 178«. 

(M) Ibid. March 30. ITtt. 

(•5) iBd. Ch.. Slarth 7, ITBC 8eo p. lit, a. M. 
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well it might, looked roseate to the Massachusetts 
federalists, in the face of Sumner's defeat 
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CHAPTEB X 

THE CLERGY AND THE DEMOCRAI8. 

Despite the re-election of Samuel Adams in fhe 
spring of 1796, the federalist vote was a most cheer- 
ing omen of coming victory.^ The well nigh unani- 
mous response of the ^lassachusetts towns to the 
attempt of the House of Representatives to nullify 
Jay's Treaty was a splendid augury of future fed- 
eralism in state matters.' No sooner had the legis- 
lature, elected that spring, assembled than it gave 



( .IT* 



(1) Tta« fr<l^niliiit Bomlnera for tbc Boston Seat TCcctTC« 1.^4. I^IT. JP* 



■nA 1.224. irhile the repnlillcaB ondldatet had TBS. 76S. TO aad TSL 

ere three miioB candidates. UaM. Merewy, Hay U. 14. 11W. 
Adams offered himself as preKidentlal elector that fall, tat waa baatca. Tk» 
Boston Totes shoir airaln how rkwelj party lines were dravn aad hem Uttla ^ 
ratio had chanired fmm the spring. On the repuMtean ticket wcra ftisma 
elector (073 rotes) gowdoln (son of James Bowdola, wte had heeoma a rev 
llcan to the Intense disgust of **hls father's friend^] Utt coacreassMa f9K 
votes); while Dawes for elector and^Jjtls for conisreKsmaB on the fedcnUrt 
ticket rccelf*a-^426*nmd' lefts' YospcctlTely. CentliieC N«r7 tT •r'l*. ITML J 
irreat outcry OTer fraud and Intimidation Is raised hir the defeated repabUcnaai 
Ind. Ch.. Not. 10. 1790. The reply la that Adaou reeelTcd 1570 ratea last April, 
hat only 073 this, and that If thia election contained illegrnl mtea **wkat wmi 
the irst have been." Centlnel. Not. 12. 170<L Tba acaadal 
(see Ibid. Jan: 16. 1797) that Samuel Adann takes np tba matter In hia 
to the General Court on January 27. 1707. ibid, Jan. 29, 1707. ^ 

(2) In consequence of a circular letter the towna adopted sseaoriala mint sting 
the House of RepresenlstiTes to csrry out Jsy's Treaty. Dnrlac the montb af 
April and Into May the Totcs of the towna were belnis forwarded to Waahtnirtsa. • 

All the important coast towns took emphatic action. Centlnel. April 2S. 27. 1706w ^ t«^' 
Boston's town meetlnir was fsTorsble bj a irreat toI c e st imated to ba 
twcnty>threc or tw«mty-foor liunitred to one hundred. Ibid. April 27. Tba aama 
paper ssys there Is s "ftenersl spirit to rise en maase, and iftltion Cottcrcns.. 
the Ministers of the Gospel of PEACE will feel themselrcs called apon..ta aid..** 
Tba appeal did not go unheeded as tba anjcer of the repnbllcnns tcstlflca. Bald 
one: **The self-created Circulatlns Letter Committee, with Daacana at Iha 
bead. A some of the Clergy In the middle wlU nerer nrs« fbe real patrlata a( 
America to sacrifice France to assist . Enirland.** Ind. Cb.. April SO. 1700^ Iba 
clorry did not hesitate to read the circular letter from the pnlplt. and aa the pnrlili 
and the town colncid<'d often an lm|>rompta meetinf was held then and there — tbia 
being a work of m-ccsslty. Centlnel. May 4. 17ML The circular letter waa aint 
out "to erery town and plantation In the state** fay April SOtb. Sea tba Centlnel 
of that date. In BampsliIre County the address of Judge Dnna to the grand 
jury was used aa a basis for a circular letter which waa sent to all tba towna 
In that county. Ibid. May 4, 1796. It was reported: *'Plfty-aiz ant of sixty 
towns win be unanimously In foTor;** and CTcry town la Worcester county tbers 
Is "reason to think.. will be** unanimous llkewlae. IbM. May 7. 17Ml Tba 
Independent Chronicle (May 0. 1700) after boldly reciting the names of tmritm 
towns "where said Memorial was Introduced.. and where It either recelTcd tbeir 
marked disapprotiatloo. or was taken no notice of land] In aoom towns It wns 
eren burnt Cthls later statement being denied In tba Centlnel, May 11]. la otbcta 
It was torn np..** takes refuga behlad tba safe reasark **Aad maaj otb«.. 
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mimistakable evidence of its federalistie bias by 
changing the state printing from the Independent 
Chronicle to journals whose party affiliations were 
in strict accord with the majority.* 

The fall elections, especially in the western por- 
tionSy proved that the federalist majority in the 
spring did not come from a temporary condition. 
The Hon. W. S. Ljman, who had heretofore repre- 
sented the Hampshire district — ^misrepresented it in 
the eyes of the federalists — and who had supported 
the ** faction of Maddison" was in disgrace for that 
reason and failed of re-election.^ In the Berkshire 
districtj^two federalists struggled for the seat in Con- 
gress, left vacant by the resignation of Theodore 
Sedgwick, just elected to the Senate of the United 
States.* 



towns.** Thill poor ihotrlng Incladcd iCfttterlng TtlUfrM of Mlddlosex, Bristol, 
Pljinouth and the District of Mslne. For • contlnaoos thronf? of town setloos 
SCO the Ccntlnel, Us7 4. T. 11. 14. 17M. The Hsmpshire Gssette (Maj 11. 1796) 
ssjs ss to Berkshire CooDtj: "Most of the towns. .hsTe had meetloffs and TOted to 
petition Congress to carry.. the treaty Into effect." A memorial from the town 
of Boston wss sljnied hy 1300. Salem attached 050 to her petition. Centtnsl, 
April 27. 1700. J. Mors* to O. Woloott. Charlestown. May 4. 1706. Wolcott 
M8S. Conn. Hint. Roc.: **An attempt was lately made In Boston.. to ohtsin sljniera 
to • Cenntsr FstltioB to Congress, a U modo Phlla. New York etc-^hoat 20 

hU 
written namos wero ohtalned. Jb then they came to X . . [so] they gave np tho 



plot—** 

(3) Ind. Ch.. Jnns 6. 1706. 8eo acconnt of the Totes In the leglslatnrs ta tho 
Hampshire Gasotte. Jnno 8, 1700. flo confident of the federallatle sentiments of 
the leglslsture was Cslch Strong (United Ststes Senstor at this time) thst he 
writes to W. Phillips: **I have perfect Confidence In the present Genersl Assem- 
hly so fsr as I hsTs heard of tho Electlona that my Soccessor will he of that 
Description..** Phils.. June 1. I7DA. Strong MSS. Forhes Lihrsry. Northamp- 
ton. Mass. See also O. Csbot to King, Brookllne. July 24, 1700. King: King. 
11:66-7. 

(4) F. Anaes to O. Wolcott. Dedham. Sept. 2. 1796. Gihho: Memolra. I:SS5; 
Hampshire Gasotte. Nor. 9. 16, 1706. Tht charge was mado In 1791, hat failed 
to defeat him. Fed. Spy. May 27. 1794. 

(5) The contestsnts wero T. J. Skinner of Wlllismstowa and Ephralm WIl- 
llama of Stockhrldpe. The former was a democrst masqoerading as a federalist. 
The accQsatlon agslnst Skinner thst VFlifsir opposed to tho Tre8tyncsase9Vtl^tr~ 
ferment In his natlTO tom-n and affldaTlta from many citlsens Including tho Presi- 
dent of Wllllsms certified to his stmon pore federallatle aentlments. Hsmpdiiro 
Gasotte, Aug. 81, 1706. The first trial resulted In a plurality for Williams hy 
shoot 70 Totes— the law demanding a majority. On the second trlsl Skinner's 
friends made the greater exertions. They accused Williams of "principles so 
extremely grateful to the old loyalists*' snd of **coonecttons with a Senator^ [Sedg- 
wick] and with **the piofsssors of the law..*' Hsmpshiro Gssette, Oct. 2, 1796. 
Theso wero sufllclent to torn tbs Stalo and elect Skinner. But as tho Centlael 
ffor Sept. 7. 1706) ssid: **It Is no 111 compliment on the federalism of tho 
Western district, that., (there] aro as msny ss [fifty].. certlflcatea and depool- 
tlons OB oath.. [attesting].. to tho federalism of Gen. Sktaner.** Sedgwick to O. 
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The credit for the overturn in the state was cliearly 
recognized as early as the beginning of this year, 
1796, in as much as the Centinel announces that to 
**the clergy of Massachusetts. . .in a great measure 
" . . .it Is owing. . .that the substantial yeomanry of 
Massachusetts and New Hampshire have on every 
late occasion exhibited the most honorable traits of 
unadulterated Federalism.''^ And the brother of 
Fisher Ames, an unmitigated democrat, notes with 
acerbity in his diary: ** Priests made Politicians by 
Boston Torys."" Credit is likewise given to the 
clergj' by the republicans who cease not to assail / 
them for their politiciil activity. A warning, which / 
falls upon deaf ears, is sounded amid a diatribe / 
against the clergy as follows: **It is time for the 
people to tliink for themselves, and no longer be 
du]>ed by any order of men whatever. '*• 

Much asperity and criticism is aroused by "a most 
high handed... circular letter. ..directed to the re- 
spective Clergymen in the Commonwealth.... This 
...Committee was a self created society... to in- 
fluence the people through the medium of the 
clergy... '*• A profane individual clothes his at- 
tacks in scriptural language. The attempt at a i>ara- 
ble was **Some of the tribes of Levi are striving to 
carry the People of Israel to the other side of the 



/ 
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GIMm: Mi^moira. I:3C3: ''f miMli fm thai I 

i b« Is exactly th« coontcriMit or..Tsnma | 

l<1d1o»z CoQBty], and yet 1m has bad tfca I 



Wolcott. Stockbridire. Jnne SO. ITML 

Mr. .Skinner will pr<>Tall..ln polltlea 

la Rcpabllcan Conpr^v^man from MIddloan ^, 

addreM to make manj rnod p4>op1r bclloTe blm to be'biirbiT fedfral.** 

(6) Feb. 13. 3 TOO. At a formal dinner friTen to^ John'JC<Iama~l9^be cittent 
of Boston all **naalne«ft stood still for the daj to sea Festlrltr at lU eoj^w 
inent**-«ae of the toa«ts was "Tha SeTcrend Claiiy. May tb^ contlnM t» 
oppose an Insnrmountahle barrier, aralnst heretical optekma In Chwvb aB« 
?l*'^''L ^'•*'- ^^^' ^^'^' ^' '•'*"• '^^^ comment br the Independent Cbraalda 
(Awe 21, lifit) on the toasts was: we are "led to pity the ayrophancy of sen to 
holy ordera.and In their prafeasional haUlincnta eoortlnc the smllea of a aoataal 
Iir«..Ili?!i'". •'"•"nP ^>«h *he mallclons comment: "Tlie President attended Tmi 
TnEATRB la the eTentnie. this posjtlhly was pleaslns to the ftew, Ciefity. wIm 
waited OB him darlnj; the day In their sacerdotals: aa It formed an 'aUlaac* 
offcnalTa and defaaalTs* between the Btaga and tha Pnlplt.*' This was aU te n 
editorial, m'hich wsa not common then. 
lliV '^"**" "*•*• "**• "-^ ""** <**^^ characferlatic eommenta sea IbM. ppw 

(O'Sca Appendix K. 

(0) tnd. Ch.. Aprn «. 1T»7. 
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waters of ilie red sea. . .and are trying to make them 
serve again mider the yoke of Pharoah/"^ This is 
pleasantry. Other attacks are bitter as can be 
imagined.^^ The truth of the disagreeable situa- 
tion — ^for the democrats — ^is set forth, although in 
garbled fashion, in a communication of November 
27th in the Independent Chronicle: ** Church and 
state are said to be in danger from the machinations 
of our violent Democrats. This is a second edition 
of the old watchword, * Church and King. ' The royal 
faction [t. 6., the federalists], unable to support 
their sinkmg cause by its own merits, have i-igen- 
iously attempted to prevent its downfall by uniting 
its fate with that of the church.'* 

Were the clergy silent, meek, and turning tli2 other 
cheek to all these buflfetings? On the contrary, they 
belonged to a church Avhich was indeed a church mili- 
tant, which was accu<:tomed rather to carry the at- 
tack into the enemy's coimtry. On the 26th day of 
May, the Bev. Jeremy Belknap preached a sermon 
before the annual convention of the clergy in Massa- 
chusetts. The significance of this discourse is two- 
fold. The larger part is taken up with the "afflic- 
t itions of the gospel'* which the clergy are called upon 

i I to endure. Among the various woes incident to their 

profession are the attacks upon the clergy **for 

(10) Ibid. Mar 25. 1797. "Pharoah" bclnir the Klac of Encland. 

(11) And the replies are In kind. **in this reirlon.*' comments a Vcrmonter, 
"common scn*o vooros puuled to account for the sentiments (of the Jacobins].. who 
•bsolntely prefer French politics. . [and] French atheism.. We snppose a Jacobla 
to b« a.. salt water wild Indian.. which at times romlts forth Arc and brlmstons 
at good Gen. Washlnctoo..and the whole body of New England Clergy.*' Cen- 
tlnel. June 14. 1707. **The Jacobins, .omitted no opportunItT to rldlcnls Chris- 
tianity and to harrass. Tlllfj and slander., the Cltrgj.,** Ibid. Sept. 10. 1797. 
Another In a defence of the dcrpr garo an account of the French treatment oif 
nlnlaters and rcUelon. Ibid, April 20. 1797. Still another defender remarks: 
"It Is not to be wondered at. If the Tom Palnes, and tha Ethan AUena of the 
present daj, harlnj; pierced the sides of the Redeemer, should point their spears 
against the ministers.'* Msm. Spy, Not. 15. 1707. See also Ibid. NpT. S, 1797. 
The *Mroportanee (of the clergy] has bc(*a mont sensibly felt by their couatrx la 
■eTcral critical periods, particularly la tha American rcTolntlon, at tha ^adoption 
of tha atate and federal constitution, and at a lata alarming crlala (Jaj'a 
Treaty and the opponltlon later la the Iloose of Representatlrea].** Ibid, April 19, 
2797. 
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political preaching."'- And on this point the 
preacher dwells for nearly four pages of the printed 
sermon, while the others receive a mnch less ex- 
tended treatment, being disposed of in the space of 
two pages or less. Nor is this all that is significant. 
In his defense of their stand he cites the example of 
the ancient prophets, who hesitated not to rebuke 
even the princes of Israel, of Christ and the '^disor- 
ganizing Pharisees," Apostle Panl, and finally St 
Peter, who "pointedly denounce [d] the judgment of 
God against those who despise government, and 
speak evil of dignities, stigmatizing them witii the 
epithets of presumptuous and self-willed; character- 
izing them as political hypocrites, who, whilst they 
promise liberty, are themselves ser\^ants of corrux>- 
tion; comparing them to Balaam, who loved the 
wages of unrighteousness ; and applying to them that 
true proverb, The dog is turned to his own vomit, 
and the sow that wai washed to her wallowing in 
the mire/ "3 This is an excellent example of what 
those men of God were fond of describing as "pun- 
gent preaching,*' a course which was as likely to 

(12) Mncb the Mme laniniace U hold by PbtM Tappan the next jemr at tkt 
craiToiitlou of Uw Coujsrciratioual don^: "Tho *aBie priDclplea [I. e. attaeknnt 
to the State "not ooljr by the aame tlea of affcHrtlon aod Intercat with thcfr 
reiiow^ltlsens. but by the aacred and endearing bonds of pastoral dnty and lofe. 
•Bd by their peculiar concern for the aecorlty and flovriahlnc care of the ChvRii, 
Which has an Imiwtant connection with clrll liberty and order**] . .have mm 
recently called fonh the aame energlea In behalf of oar thrcetcMd aatieBel 
•11.^; ■"*^.**«'*«y' •»<> P«»<*. In these. .cfforu..the-eye of. .candor bcholda a., 
renitatloo of tboae tnlldcU and demagopaes who hold «p gospel ministers as 
rorttilng..a dangircmii arlMocracy (etc.].." p. SO. The foUowtac year— I708--sn 
ine same occasion Davtd Osgood la Tery explicit regarding •The cause ta whkh 
liL/'^ »;np«ir«'U (which] U erllly »iK>ken sgainst..Bamben baTe beca pRje- 
oiced agaln«t.. religion.. disposed to abandon their relldoa, sad twa their backs 
miJl* JV*'"'**^''"**''^ dt-spUe oar ofBoe. snd set st nsnght sU oar coansrL Oa 
erery *UW vcc hoar their defaming, and the hard speeches that are attered against 
e^i i!^VJL .K^'V"?*''?**'. B"«kmlnster. Joseph: A Sermon presched st Oan- 
hSh« iS^iiiIir. ^<^»r*""'**'*' Conrentlon of New Bsmpshlie, Jime fi. IIW; 
if ^iT: ^«'""* ^ »**™<»n dellTered..ln Boston, before the snoaal ceatentta 
rVw. ^o"*?* "I'l ^iSJr?*'^*. ^J""^ »° Massachosetts..28th of M~ iff 
lUwiJT\. .H^.r;*\J^"- '^* ^^'^ roiiT.^tlon of the clergy of Ma^achaMtta la 

tll?^7!l • "i:l*«'y-** ^^^^^ >^M iomewhat of a misnomer for he too eipa. 
ih^t-L .'*' ^ opoa^the -flood of Inlldellty and practical athelam (whieh] 
^^i2?..w.:JJ'?J? A"* to drtage oar lead; we mast anite..to stem the tldi 
or aisorgsalslng sad demorsllslag nrlnrlniss " 
(W> pp. 1«.IT. 1-^-c.pte., 
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arouse hard feelings and re\alings, as to prick the 
conscience; The angry retorts of those ^*who if 
[they] . . .will. . .wear such a character, . .must 
blame themselves for the reproach which is neces- 
sarily attached*' left the matter entirely clear as to 
which party they belonged." 

Lest this example be considered unique, let the 
Rev. Henry Cuming \s opinion of the democrats be 
quoted. In liis sermon of December 15, 1796, he 
mildly remarks: **It has been the infelicity of 
America, .to have a warm and active party. . .rest- 
less [fellows] . . . [who] have taken unwearied pains 
to precipitate us into a war with Great Britain... 
[however our] strict neutrality [can not] be broken 
l;y the intrigues of foreign ministers, or by the insidi- 
ous sophistry and alanning declamations of their 
venal sycophants. . . This hidden way of traducing and 
bespattering the character of the illustrious Wash- 
ington, bears great resemblance to the Indian way of 
bush-fighting, when invisible . . . concealed . . . like 
timid poltroons.... [they] discharge their lead undis- 
covered ; which ... is commonly considered ... as 
sneaking and dastardly, and an evident mark of 
cowardice.'' He closes with a warning, "let us be 
particularly on our guard against. . .those uneasy 
discontented self-ajiplauders, who. . .are perpetually 
speaking evil of dignities. . . "*' This is strong meat, 
no whit less than Cobbett's famous i>amphlet whose 
title indicates its contents **A Bone to Gnaw for 
the Democrats." With clear intention that his allu- 
sion be not mistaken, the Bev. Alvan Hyde thun- 
dered how "Awful was the display of divine wrath, 
when Korah, Dathan and Abiram stirred up a 
mutiny in Israel ,^® and presumed boldly to speak 



04) IbM. p. 10. 
(15) p. SI. 

(10) TliU slmlUc In a rery farorlte one with the clerftr eren lo 1795. Dr. 
TtpiMB (Cembrldfe* Feb. 10th, 1703) draws ■ Mrlklog paranel between ancient 
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against the administration of Moses** and concludes 
with a moving and pathetic peroration **our amazing 
ingratitude bursts forth to light: — our amazing in- 
gratitude, not only to. . . [God], but, to. . .Washing- 
ton. . . J^Iay the Lord forgive the ingratitude of tliis 
people... [to] AVashmgton.'"' Such extracts as 
these show that the objections of the democrats to 
political preaching were well founded.** 

But the sermons delivered up to this time — rabid 
and venomous as their victims considered them — 
by no means mark the high tide of clerical interest 
and interference in political affairs. With the 
widely trumpeted discovery of an alleged plot 
against religion,*^ coupled with the insults and 
threats from the French Directory — the X. Y. Z. let- 
ters — and injuries by French depredations, the 
clergy reach a height of animosity and unbridled 
fulminations in their sermons, hitherto unequaled.* 

Israol anil the Aroorlcani. irbose unthankful and r^bollloos nnrmnrlnsa, etc. 
The Iter. Jonotlian Stroni: (on Noromhor 10. 179.*, nt RantMph) rpproTlni;lj said: 
"The more Moxefi n>i(1 Aaron, the Kerranta of the Lor«1. laboured to promote their 
happlno^. the more they murmured. .And It not tbU a« tne roapectlni; tiM 
Flrnt Mnslfftrate of our nation, (warlnff the mention of manj* other public char- 
acter*) ?'• p. 3S. See e. p. Friable. L., Ipawlch. Feb. 19, I7t», p. 23; Stronir. 
N.. Ilartforil. (Conn.) N<tt. 10. 1797, p. 11; GUIett. E.. Ilalloirell. [Me.] April 
25, 1700. pp. 1-2 et aeq. 

(17) Lee. Dec. 13. 179C. pp. 22-S. 

(IS) The straits to trhlch a mlnlater waa redvecd lo a commanlty wbcr* tb« 
French foeltni; ran- hiph Is frell Illustrated la the preface to the acrmon of Joa* 
athan Freeman doIlv«>nHl at Netr Windsor and Bethlehem (VL) Aaeaat 3A. 17M: 
•Hhore heUig many In faror of France. . I concluded not to obserre pnbllcly th« 
day appointed for a fast hy the General Assembly [of the Presbjrterlan Climrdi].. 
betn-een the foar of pirlnfr offence If I preached aa dnty and consdence detcr- 
mlntsl, and the fear of Incurring the displeasure of heaTcn If I slMraM not 
preach..! was balanclnr. until a feir daya before. .the fast.. The diacoarsc ma I 
cxpi'Ctetl raised.. [a] ferment — misrepresentation succeeded.** pp. Ill to IV. T» 
back up hU diatasteful charpi^a he gtres m btblloerapli7 of the authorities vaed 
oB paire V. 

no) S4H* Appendix L. 

(20) It Is not to be sopposed that the republlcana were sIleQced. A few 
references out of inanj that mlpht be cited will anfllce. On Jolj* 9, 1«1M» aa 
**open enemy** In the independent (^nmlde nses the phrases: **now fool ta tli« 

tonmie of Prlo>«tf« excltlnir to War a blonily i*rle»f and a«««*rta that the elemr 

"misinterpret the t^Tf tines of pood meB..ml«qnote and ml«repreaent..acrlptar«.. 
with the rooKt bare-faced Impudence.. and blaspbemoua Impnaltjr.** A letter «C 
that fedcrallstic dWIne the Rev. JedeilUb Morse to O. Wblcott beara ovt tte 
first part of the aboTe accnsatloa: **We are waiting with almost tmpatiene* to 
have War declared act. Fraaea that we nay dlstlnyaldi mora decidedly betwta 
friends and foes amoni: onrselrea. I believe there Is eoercy enoufrh In foreni- 
ment to silence h If necessary to txtenalnato Ita obatiaata Jb dABrtrava wamlaa.** 
Charlentown. July 1.1. 17IIS. Wolcutt MSK. Cnnn. Illst. 8oe. For other attacks 
tea tho lod. Cb., Jan. 4, 8. 11. Feb. 5, 22. March 2C, AprU 2. 0. ft. 1!^ Jt, 90. 
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On the 9th of May, 1798, David Osgood, the "ci- 
devant Bishop of Medford,'' preached a scorching 
sonnon on ''Some facts evincive of the atheistical, 
anarchical, and, in other respects, immoral prin- 
ciples of the French l^epublicans," in the course of 
which he paid his respects to the ''American Repub- 
licans,'* and their newspapers, carefully named, 
which "are so many decoys to draw us within the 
reach of her fraternal embrace. If you would not be 
ravished by the. monster, drive her panders from 
among you. The editor^, patrons, and abettors of 
those vehicles of slander., .those wet-nurses* of 
a French faction in the bowels of our coxmtry, have 
no longer any cloak for their guilt — [they] who still 
. . plead . . the cause of France . . . ought to be 
considered and treated as enemies to their coun- 
try. . . . Brethren, mark them . . . and let them 
wear the stigma of rei)roaeli duo to the perfidious be- 
trayers of their country, . . . whose abilities [are] 
exerted in abusing and slandering the . . • rulers. . . . 
Of all traitors, they are the most aggravatedly 
criminal; of all villains, they are the most infamous 
and detestable.*'" 

Tliis language was held consistently by the en- 
raged and alarmed clergy, who were convinced that 
"Our poUfical and religious interests had not [in the 
American Bevolution] that close and indissoluble 
connection then, which they have now. . . . Shall 
those, then, who are set for the defense of the Gospel, 
and who have solenmly sworn to vindicate it, basely 
desert their posts? Or . . . look silently on, and . . . 
give no warning of danger? . . . My brethren, rest 
assured that. . [your pastor's] efforts, however feeble 
shall not be wanting to the cause of his threatened 

IthlH liiMt l»r "nrattlo Stri>ct** (K. K, Hnlliran, m^ Amorx: SalltTan 11:97. B. 
Anniin aiMl 8. A(1iiiu«i an* al^o lni|i1lrtiti<«1 In thi»«4* Tarlous attack*. I^ee IMd, pp. 
&7-8.) an auMiiiU vimm Vn*t, Tai»|»an.] May 3. 28, (etc.), 171W. 
(21) pp. 28-a. 
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and suffering country.'*^ The most famous sermon 
discharged in these turbulent days was by Presi^ 
dent Timothy Dwight, of Yale. It was preached on 
the 4th of July, 1798, and was widely quoted by 
" admiring divines. An extract will indicate suffici- 
\ ently that truculent preacher's sentiments: **Por 

what end shall we be connected with [the French] . . . 
that our churches may become temples of reason, our 
Sabbath a decade, and our psalms of praise Mar- 
seillais hymns? Is it that we may change our holy a 
worship into a dance of Jacobin phrenzy, and that / 
we may behold a stnmiphet personating, a Goddess/ 
on the alters of JEHOVAH? Is it that we may see 
the Bible cast into a boufire, the vessels of the sacral 
I mental supper borne by an ass . . . and our chil- 

\ ' dren chanting mockeries against God . . . ? Is St 

that we may see our wives and daughters . • . dis- 
honored . . . polluted . . . outcasts . . . ? Is it thai 
we may see, in our public papers, a solemn compari-^ 
son drawn by an American 3iIotlier club between . . . 
Christ and a new ^larat; and the fiend of malice ex- 
alted above the . . . Redeemer . . . ? Shall our sons 
become the disciples of Voltaire and the dragons of 
Marat; or our daughters the concubines of the D- 
luminati?''« 

So thoroughly were the clergy comnnced tha 
**This infidelity [from France] (served up in pam- 
phlet and pocket volumes for the common people, in 
histories and encyclopedias for the learned [and] • . . 
kindly circulated among the people . . . [who are 
told] that they have been hoodwinked and priest- 
ridden,)'* has caused multitudes . . , [to] . • . turn 
downright deists, . . . vast numbers ... to embrace 
principles . . . clearly repugnant both to Scripture 



/ 



\/ 




<S2) Dans. D.. Newbarrport, AprU », 1799. p. 54. 

<23> pp. 20-1. 

{24) Klrkland. J. T., B<Mt<»n, Mar •. 17M. pp. 12-14. 
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and reason," and that '* every year evidently in- 
creases the number of Sabbath-breakers/'^ that they 
feel stii'red to some official action. Solemnly, in con- 
vention assembled, an address was drawn up and 
signed unanimously by the clergy who "duly lament 
those atheistical, licentious aid disorganizing pi'in- 
ciples, which have been avowed and zealously propa- 
gated by the philosophers and politicians of France, 
. . This intimate connection between our civil and 
Christian blessings, is alone sufficient to justify the 
decided part which the clergj' of America have uni- 
formly taken in supporting the constituted authori- 
ties and political interests of their country. Wliile 
we forgive the censure which our order has received 
from some persons on this accoimt, we will still, by 
our prayers and examj^les, by our public and pri- 
vate discourses, continue the same tenor of conduct 



fSr.) IbM, pp. 12-13. 

Even Dr. Prlcstlj— a vrrj llbcrallj minded philosopher who was disposed to 
Interpret the deTelopmcnts In Prance, even to the preTalltnf; fashion of atheism. 
In the nio^t ofttlmlntlc way — iimv rcfriinls tho prciMMit age m alamilni; in America. 
In nn aihlrciaH to a conjrrciratlon In IMilladcIphla he sajs: **And aurelj 
never tras Inflilelltjr, Jolui'd wHb prolllfrscjr, hoth as to cause and effect ao 
prcTalent ai* It Is at this dar..lA't ua do what we can to stem the orerwhelmlng 
torrent.*' This Is strlklnglj different from the hope* cherished In his answer 
to Pafaie's Afre of Reamon. U»tDC A Continuation of the Letters to the Phll- 
ot«ophcni ami I'ollticiflnii of Franco on the 8»il»Joct of Rellirlon; and of the Letters 
to a rhlloMiphlcal I'nbclleTer, In Answer to Mr. Palne*s Age of Reason la 
which he commenta that "The turn that Infldelltj haa lately taken la France la 
not a little remarkable: hut It promlaes well for the cause of rellplon. .We mast 
not, however, be surprlsinl If Infidelity should continue to prevail to a much 
rreater extent than It has (lone yet.** All this Is In the Salem Gaxette, Jan. 
13th. 17tKi. This complacent view which was shared by others In 1795 was 
utterly chanced In less than two years. Balem Gaxette, April 28, 1707. A 
parajrraph In the Political Gaxette. (Aufr. 24. 1797, from the Mass. Mercnry) 
exhiblta '*Ttie situation In our country [as].. serious and alarming, both In a 
moral and political ▼le«'..The rapid propress of corruption and rice.. is a sutjeet 
of common remark amonir our own citizen*, aa well as amonff forel^iera. .** See 
nlm the llamiwhlre Gaxettt* — June 27, 1708 — for a doleful account of the spread 
of French atheism here. The liench beiran to take Judicial notice of the apread 
of atheism tliroufsh the machinations of the French. See the charsea of Chief 
Justice Klxworth to the Grand Jury of the United Statea (Western Star, April 
17. 17»7). Jmlee Riisli to the Grand Jnrles of Itncks. Lus«*me and Northuml>erland 
Countl«*s <Pa.) (Impartial Herald. Oct. 12. 1708); Jud^e Cushlnir to the Federal 
Grand Jury for the PUtrlct of Vlricbila— November 23, 1798 (Kewburyport Her- 
aid. June 8. 170»). Likewise orations were spouted on the same sohject. Flake. 
t>.. Worit»i«ter. July 4. 1797. Worcester. 1707, pp. T-10; Allen, B., An Oratloa 
In defense of Divine Revelation, .delivered. . at the Commencement of Rhode 
IMaml Colhfse. S4>ptemlN*r n, A. D. 1797. Provl(U<nce, R. I., 1707; Whitman. K.. 
RrldirewatiT. Oct. 4, 1798. Itoston. 1708: Parish. E., Byfleld, Jnly 4. 1700. 
Newlmryport. n. d. Tlie Cent Inel— July 20. 1790— remarks: **The best pef 
formnnce..wai the Oratloa oo Atheism, by the Rer. Mr. Woods..*' 
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which has incui-red this malevolent or misguided 
abuse. ''^ 

Nor were clerical tumults and shoutings over the 
dangei*s to the countiy from the French abated one 
jot or tittle the next year, since the President gave 
official confirmation to the alarmist contentions of 
the clergy. In his proclamation setting asi de Ap ril 



/ 



/ 



25th for a National Fast Day because of the sup- 
posed imminence of war with France he affirmed 
(and such sentiments must have been read with 
more than a tinge of satisfaction, amidst all the 
hea\y solemnity of the occasion, in most New Eng- 
land pulpits) : ^'Tlie most precious interests of the 
people of the United States are still held in jeopardy 
by the hostile designs and insidious arts of a foreign / 

nation, as well as by the dissemination among them 
of those principles subversive of all religious, moral / 
-and social obligations that have product incalcula- j 
ble""mischief and misery in other countries.*'*' For- 
tified by such unimpeachable authority the clergy re- 
newed their lamentations, reiterated their warnings 
of danger and redoubled those politico-spiritual 
thunders^ which were, however, by constant repeti- 
tion losing somewhat their convincing effectiveness. ' 

(2C) Quoted In tb« Bamp^lra GsseCte. Jim« 27th, ITOa Th« addrMs was 
dravo vp OB May Slat. It waa aeat to tba Preaident who made a anttablo Kulj* 
Ind. Ch., Jana 23. 1708. It natiirally arooaed tha prejndlcaa oT thoaa wte Mt 
themsolrea and their political attachmenta reflected npon. Bee two nttacka la 
Ibid. Jane 28. 1708. 

(27) Blchardaoa: Mea8afea..of the PreaSdeBtt. 1:288. 

(28) See Appendix 1. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



"-— ■ fffai.i.ii,-, ,m , , 






)^.A 



/ x\ 



C^ 



CHAPTER XL 

THE TRIUMPH OF THE FEDERALIST PARTY, 1796 TO 1800, 

The political revolution in MassaehusettSy which 
had been accomplished by 1796, was practically con- 
summated by the announcement of Samuel Adams 
in a message to the General Court that he was de- 
termined to retire from politics that spring. The 
federalists heartily acquiesced in the governor's de- 
teimination, their only regret being that his resolu- 
tion had not been taken at least a year earlier, and 
again confidently nominated Increase Sumnen* 
Their hopes were the greater since their opponents 
rent into two factions by a difference of opin- 
ion regarding candidates. The rank and fi1ft».,es.- 
pecially in Maine, desired James Sullivan, who was 
the present attorney-general and tlie^astute conn- . 
cillor of Hancock and Adams. But he was not ac- 
ceptable to the Boston leaders, who were dominated 
by Benjamin Austin, still implacable to lawyers,' and 
it may be harboring other gi'udges — and so the Bos- 
ton caucus was induced to nominate Jawes^ill, the 
present lieutenant-governor.* Now, while the vote 
of the Boston caucus generally directed the action of 

(1) Tlic governor annonnrml lil* drclKloo In taU tncMaire to the logtflatvre on 
Janoarj 37th. ContlDcl, Jan. 2S. 1797. He offered hit ayo aa the reason. 
Thla In Itaclf was anfllclcnt to induce blm to refuse to be a candidate, tnit be 
doobtlma feared that he wotild not be successful. The fact that the lejsislature 
as well as hia eonncll was so thoronishlj in opposltJon tor bis republican senti- 
ments and his dofeat as eandlilnte for pri»s1dontial Elector a little more than 
a month before probably had luflnence In hla dedaloo. 

(2> Centliiel, Feb. 13. 17. 20. 17S»7. Tliore were numerous nominations sncb 
as nt>n. KiMix. Gill and nanl«4 Civnej- (of Maine) Gill and Samuel PhilUiia, 
Sulllran and Gill, and Sullivan and Heath. 

(3) Greenfield Gaiette. March 23, 1797. •*nonestnB*' feels still caUed upon te 
express his attltnde of luMitlllty to the lawyers. E. g. In the Centinel — Feb. 20, 
17M — thejr are denonncetl as **llarple«.** 

<4) Ilenjsmln Austin. **old llnntHitus.** was the rooTlns spirit In splitting tb« 
liartr vote In this manner. Amory: Sulllran. II:5S. For the "lasting Imprea- 
slons'* made upon the yenmanry of this commonwealth "by the wrltlnjrs ttt 
'lUmetitna' ** see Ind. Ch.. March 30. 1797. See also his Constitntional RepubUcnn- 
Um in o|iiioi*ltlon to Fallacious Ftslerallsm. Boston, 1808. 



Aj^-i^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



^ 



^ 



\ 



175 

the state party, in this case the rural democrats in 
all parts of the state would have none of the lat- 
ter, but generally supix)rted the people's candidate, 
James Sullivan.' -'^: — 7 

AVith this divided opposition, the federalists swept / 
the state, loging only ^liddlesex — tlie jtnost consist- * / 
ent republican stronghol3~(whicILTonly once, — ^in / 
J.798^rr:::giive a federalist majority), and York and I 
Washington counties in ^laihe.^ -- — * 

Tlie events of the next year, 1798, all contributed' 

^ to reduce the republican vote to a mere^scaUenng 

J^JiiUUlfuU So popular was the governor and so un-" » 

popular had France made herself and her cause in / 

this coimtry by her intolerable actions and attitude' / 

that the d emoc rats jiiade nq^flPort to nominate a / 

candidaTiFto oppose Increase Sum^r? They con- j 
" centrated their efforts on staving oft the war which 
the federalists were clamoring for, to exciting the 
towns to petition Congress against arming American 
merchant vessels, and to deprecating the various 
steps taken towards hostilities with France.*^ And 



1 



^ 



(.') MoMMi 0111 dill not rccclrc mticb mipport for intTprnnr outuMe of Suffolk 
(Boston). MMilloKox. CnuilM^rland {yu.) and Lincoln (M<».) conntic*. The rote bcl&s 
In the flmt SSO for 0111. 1071 for Sumner and 27 for Sulllran: In the second 638, 
S38. 14») rimiioctlvelj. third 4.10. 740. 04. fourth. Ml. M7. CSS. The total tote 
In the Maine di»trlot bt^nr 1010. 2002. 1409 reiipectlT«1r. The mom facttaB 
which nominated Olll In noatoa for iroTcmor ran Janiea Dowdoln (the xooBfrcr) 
for lioiittMiAUt-iroTomor. a« In lOiown liy the Tott*« In lUwton. S07 and 788 re«|M«t- 
iTeljr. while Sumner and Gill recelred 1054 and 1002 reii|»petlTelr. Bowdote 
received but 513 %*otot from the rent of the state and QUI. who had the mpport 
of oviT.vlMHl.r oIm*. obtMln*M ]7.7n] aw 1lentenant*in>T«<mor. The total TOte for fov- 
ernor was Sumner. 14.540; Sulllran. 1.125; Gill, 2.573. 

(0) W'liithlnpton wan the nmallont connty as to popnlatlon In Maine i tc tt erally 
IndiHNl glrlni; a fiHWrallnt majority— thl* jrear lielnr one of Its four democratic 
j-oar«. Tl»o vote wa* 124 (Sullivan)— 113 (Sumner). 

(7) In wi>«tern Maft«arhuitetta the vote Ptood 0.134 to 3(^ In favor of Increase 
Sumner. Out of 135 towns maklnir return* there were 114 onaalnMraslj federalist. 
In 1709 the vote was almost as overwhelminc— out of ISO towns. 111 were llkt> 
wlM unanimous. Kven In 1800 there were attU thirty wltliont a democratic 
vot«*r. In Maine the majority In 1708 was quite as larire, being 4.231 to 2S(k 
while In oAwtern Massachusetts tl»e vote was 7.113 to 1.027. 

(8) S«>e ApiM^ndlx M. 

(0) In the Independent Chronicle of April 2nd. 1708. there Is a reference t« 
the fact that James Sullivan would be voted for bj the repablleans, bot it la 
pntlmlbe that no cancni* had been held. 

(10 rrevlouHlr to the publlcatloa of the X. Y. E. doenments there were a 
few towns which had voted airalnst the armlns: Milton. Centlnel. March 24. 17D8; 
Iloxhurj. Ind. Ch., March 20. 1708; Cambrldire, Bridirewater and AbfaiKtoa 
adopted resolutions and drew np petitions to Congress iirajlag th«« to avert 
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in this they achieved a certain measure of success, 
until the publication of the so-called X. Y. Z. letters, 
which put a sudden damper on their most energetic 
activities. 

■"^ AMiile the campaign for governor in the spring of 
1799 is remarkably free from contention and the re- 
publicans refrain from attacking Sumner, who ap- 
pears respected by all factions (indeed; a writer in 
the Centinel, March 20th, supposes it to be a joke 
that General Heath is being supported in opposi- 
tion), yet the events which were taking place outside 
the state had a powerful influence over the people's 
political predelictions. Probably nothing had a more 
decisive effect than the heavy **war taxes'* which 
were being collected. Thus, despite the fact that 
there was no formal caucus to nominate the demo- 
cratic candidate, a common impression spread that 
General Heath was to be voted for by all lovers of 
peace and those economically inclined.?^ 

Early in January, Jefferson wrote to Madison: 
**The Republican spirit is supposed to be gaining 
groimd in Massachusetts,'* and the cause was *'The 
tax gatherer [who] has already excited discon- 
tent.'"^ His political sagacity in this respect was 



war with France. C«ntlnel. April 11, IT. 1798. Bj the Independent Chronlcto 
—April 10 — It It announced that the towna of Lexincton. Dorchester and Fal- 
month on April 20th have taken ■Imllar action. Acton took action finally. 
Ihld. Maj 20, 179S. On tho other hand with the pohllcatlon of the X. T. S. 
documents, public Indlienatlon flared up In New England as elsewhere and tha 
addresses to the President began to pour in. 1.800 names were achlered la a 
single day— the 23rd of AprU—ln Boston. Centinel, April 25, 1708. Still tba 
Indt*|N<Q«h>nt Chronicle had the andacltj to puMI«h an editorial on April 12tli, 
bi'glnnlng **Tlte conduct of France noe«1« no aixdogr*'* 

(11) Pen. Heath aeema to hare been nominated bj personal friends. Bee tiM 
Ind. CirrTn»r^ March 14. 21. 28. April 1, 1700. Ert^n the rfpubllcans do not 
seem to hare realised the degree of opiMsltlon preralent since the leglslatnra had 
orerwhelmlngly shown their disapproval of the Virginia and Kentnckj Besolvtlooa 
bf a Tote la the Houae of 110 to 20. and la the Senate a aolltarj vote waa 
recorded In faTor. This waa cast bj Bacon of Berkshire Coontj. Centlael, Feb. 
12. 1700. The federalists appealed to ^IxIT constituents to defeat his re-eleetlea. 
Ihld, Feb. 27. 1700. (!U>e a tnilogr of him In the Ind. Ch.. Feb. 2S. 1700.) His 
defeat waa chronicled with great pleasure In the Centinel, Maj 1, 1700. la tbid. 
April 0, It waa rudelj announced that owing to the backwardness of the aeaaoa 
'"Green Peas and Bacon will be scarce the laat Wednesday la May aezt.** tL a. 
when the legislature couTenee.] 

(12) Jan. 8. 1700. Wrtttags. XiOT. 
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(IS) IB Kf art to this •Sort IIm Otattort I— t Ut. m»-uaooBC«t Ibat 
"•ft«r ftll the coanliur tricki, rad Indmtrtom •fliavU tte dtoorftalilBg fftctka..^ 
baT« tmt 4S la tlie nooat aad 8caat«. 
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amply proven by the subsequent elections. As an 
alanued federalist wrote in the Centinel, April 17th, 
1799, after the returns had come in for governor: 
'^They [ the Jacobins] know the weak side of the 
New-England farmers and Federalists, to be a love 
of money and of course a dread of expense. They 
have, therefore, seized with art and avidity this 
string which leads directly to the heart: — ^abandon- 
ing France . . . and almost ceasing to calumniate 
the best patriots, they [harp] ... on the expenses of 
naval arrangements . . . standing army . . . f ortifica^ 
tions, the eight per cent. Loan, and the Ijand Tax. I 
This scheme, the most politic and the most danger- \ 

ous which they could have adopted, has not been 
without its effect It has created a division al- 
ready. . . . '* Especially were efforts made by the 
republicans to capture the legislature, although 
they had lost the governorship. The directing spirit 
was a '^ select caucus of the members of the General 
Court, which met a few evenings before the Court 
rose; — and how well these Jeffersonian puppets have 
acted their parts the returns . . . will . . . shew.'"' 

Although the federalists were victorious again 
the next year, 1800, yet the split in the national party 
was reflected in the workings of the party in Massa- 
chusetts. And, indeed, the bitterness might be ex- 
pected to be accentuated, seeing that several of the 
leading characters in that tragedy came from the 
New England section. The quarrel of the Essex 
Junto and John Adams lost nothing of its intensity 
after the so-called Party Revolution of 1800. 

Tlie death of IncreaseSuinner^ before he took the 
oath of office in this year, 1799, was a severe blow to 
his party. It was likewise a great loss to the state, 
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\ for he had indeed ** united all hearts," and his free- 
\ dom from political bias made of him a refreshing 
\ and admirable contrast to the bitter actions and 
j animosities of the politicians of that period." 

While Gill, who had been acting governor for this 
year's administration, 1799 to 1800, was not popular 
enough to be considered by either party to lead the 
ticket, all seemed to consider him as the best fitted 
and most available for the lieutenant-governor- 
ship.*^ Still he is mentioned among the six who 
are talked of by the people for governor that spring, 
the other five being Heath, Strong, Geriy, Dana and 
Ames.** 

^The^fedcralists^tpok the^first^stepjn nominating 
Caleb Strong, o f 5roVnfamj )ton, recently X^ited 
State senator, for governor." The_ democrats, in 
their turn, settled upon Eldridge Gerry,*® and' their 
choice was certainly a shrewd one, for the latter, 
although criticised by the extreme federalists for his 
actions as one of the envoys to France, yet since 



(14) S«« Abbot. A.. A Sermon dellrmHl at IlaTerhlll. Nor. 28, ITOSw |». 2S. 

(15) H« U dcnooneed st the candldflte of •omc rich men who dnlre • rick 
jroremor. Ind. Ch., March 20. 1800. In Ibid — April 3d — a correspondent aecnaca 
the federalltta of mallclonslj pathlnir Gill In order to dirlde the opposition. 

(10) Ind. Ch., Feb. 20, 1800. The rcaaon whr Jamoa SnlllTan ta not mes- 
tlonrd — and tbtn liokla ikknI for the prerlotiii j«»ar — In that ai attomer-pnieral of 
the atate It bad been hl« nnirclcome dotj to prosecute one of the editor* o( the 
Independent Chronicle for a libel on the lei^Ulature : In regard to the Tlrglnia 
ReM4atlona. Centlncl, March 30. 1700. The prosecntlon waa only too aoe- 
ceibifal and nnhappx iiolitlclan. althongrh he putillshed an article In the 
pai>er attarklnK the whole action of the antiiorltlca [Amorr: Snlllran. II:0G3, 
had made himself too unpopular for the time belnx to be arallable polltlcallj. 
lie had made manj political enemies with his contentious and biting pen. Sec e. f. 
the CenUnel, Nor. 25. 1780; April 13, 1701; esp. Maaa. Gasette. March 14. 1788: 

"Medosa'a anakes hare crawrd from 8[n11lTa3n*a pen 
Their polaon biss*d, and backward crawrd agala. 
To some dark, blasted, Tlllanous retreat. 
Where malice rankles and tha fnrlea meet: 



To an conspiracies hla talent lends 
Apalnst his coontrr or his country's friends. 
But truth turns pale and virtue In a frown 
Speaks him the scorn and nuisance of the Town.** 

(17) The federalist candidate waa nominated bj a legrlalatWe caucna «f a 
maJorlt7--lt to aaaertcd— of both houses, with the aid of other gentlemen. This 
method of ivocedure Is the subject of TMent censures br the democrats. Bee 
the Ind. Ch.. Feb. 8. 10, 18. 17. 24. 27, 1800. 

(18) Ibid. Feb. 18. 17, 24. 27, 1800i 
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he had been chosen by Adams, and had also, as Elec- 
tor, voted for him, sndi qualifications gave him abund- 
ant standing in the eyes of moderate federalists.^ 

The campaign began early in February, and was 
conducted with vigor, even acrimoniously. Qerry 
was held up as an inflexible patriot since 75, and as 
**no friend of a mixed Monarchy, or to a Standing 
army ' ^ and as a co-patriot with Hancock ;^ while the 
federalists harped upon his opposition to the adop- 
tion of the Federal Constitution by Massachusetts.** 
The fact that Strong was a law5^er was used indus- 
triously against him, while the question as to his 
active patriotism during the Revolution was 
raised.** However, his well-known connection with 
Joseph Hawley, of Northampton, the great friend of 
Samuel Adams, and the early and only important 
patriotic leader of the western part of the state, 
settled easily that point. 

Tlie result of the election** is well set forth and 
summed up in a letter of Ste uben Hi gginson to 

Cmiothy Pickering: ** Gerry has been run "Beyond 
all e^qjectatiofinie follows Strong very close, and at 
times has led him;. . .much has been done by hold- 
ing up Gerry as the friend of Adams and of peace, 
as well as of the people and the rights of man. The 

(10) TliU In Admlttod by th« CentlneU April 9th, 1900. 

(20) Ind. Ch.. Feb. 24. 1800. 

(21) Ibid. March 10. 1800. 

(22) Centlnd. April 5. ISOO. Th« federallstt are mach exercl««d oo accovat of 
the fact that the d<>inocrata have aasamcd the name of Federal RepohlieaM. . 

23) Ind. Ch., March 20. 1800. 

(24) In diridlDff the state Into the three aectlooa ai naval we And that la tht 
eawt thcrv la a republican roajorttjr of 2.48.'(; In the Treat there la a federaltat 
raajoritj of 0.324: and In Maine a federaltat roajorltj of Tt2. Boston actnallf 
i\-cnt republican bj 24 Totca— the totals bclnff Ocnr, 1S33. and Strong ISSl. 
Ind. Ch„ Aprif 10. IHOO. A coniparhion of the vote In the three aectloaa of the 
state durlnr the 7«ara 1700. 1707. 170S, 17M, 1800 la aa folloirt: 

East. • West. Maine. 

Fed. Rep. Fed. Rep. Fed. Bcfft. 

17M 4.103^8.000 4.8ri(^S.2:tl 1,141— S.898 

1797 0.143—5.018 5.705—2.025 S.QOS-9.415 

1T98 7.113—1.027 0.134—804 4.251—288 

1700 11.277— 0.3S8 7.00O— 780 5.087— 1^878 

1800 8.107—10.082 O.-'W-W— 3.220 S.883— S.111 

The totals belne 1700: 10.181—15.104: 1707: 14.540 to 10,788; 1788: 17,488 It 
2.1C7: 1788: 24,878 to 8,084; 1800: 21,020 to 17,018. 
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C[Adams'] patronage has been indeed very efficaciously 

/and his friends have been in favour of Gerry. ''^ 

The most striking fact, however, is that the 

largest federalist vote was given_b3';jwestem.Massar . 

chusettsT* Hericeforlh'from this section above all 
^"^ will come that large federalist majority .which, in no 

small measure served to give to that party its re- 
iMrkable'and^unique lease of life in Massachusetts.. 
For twenty-nine years, without exception, the ^ 
western counties rolled up a federalist majority,*^ 
at"T;imes, indeed, to the salvation of the party." ^ 
To what conditions, then, may this unbroken 

(25) Boston, April 111, 1800. Am. RIst. Asm. Rep. I (1800). 8M. 
Josloh Qulncj attribmted bit defeat for ccngreM In 1800 bj William En«tl8 to 
thlt aame factlonnl flffbt among tho fcderallata. Qnlncj: Life of Joalab Qulnej, 
pp. ao-7. 

(20) 6.224. In tbo eatt a mlnorltx of 2.485 and In Maine a majonty of 772. 
It moat be remembered that the heart of tbla portion of the atato (Hampsblro 
Coanty, vhtcb rave the larrest majorltlea actuallj and relatlrelx) waa settled 
but a few jcara after the coaat tovns. Horcorcr for a Ions period It waa aepn- 
rated from the reat of the state bj a larce atretch of comparatlre wlldemeaa. 
Thos It dereloped bj Itself and^laolatcd — conserratlsm became entrenched there 
holding Its ground against Innoratlon of ererj sort. Sbaja* Rebellion la tha 
one exception which prores the role. A remsrkablj rlrld picture of the laolatlon 
ami rtmM'nratlum of the tnilral western Mass«chnM>tts town about 1800 So 
glrcn In: Qnabbln [Enfield] the Storj of a Small Town, lij F. H. Cnderwood. 
(Boston. 1803.] 

Berkshire, the most western of the counties. Is the only part where the 
democrats are numerous enough to carrj* the county at time*. This county, 
unlike Hampshire and Worcester, Is a new county largely aettled after the 
Revnlntlon and therefore, like the District of Maine, would hare a natural leaning 
towards Democracy. Politics In Berkshire county, as well In the other counties 
of wtmteni MaKKschusetts after ISOO were further coroplclated by the opposition 
between the C^ngregatlonsllsta and the other sects especially the Baptists and 
the MftlMMlists. This question Indeed reschcd by no means so acute a pitch aa It 
did In Connecticut where the dofi-nfall of the federallat party la partly to be 

^^traceil to hU trouble, but after ISOO there Is quite a deeldeil relatio n In w estern ^ 

r^Maswiclinsetts at least between the democratic rote In towns and where mere were 
T^ whn t-Tnay' be calh^ **dUs<'nllng mlnl«ters." e. g. In the gubernatorial election '" 
oflSlO'thln fact Is noticeable by tnkhig the Tarfcras retuma of the towna and 
comtmrhig them with the yearly n*glKter of the cbTgy. Further, three of the four 
leaders of the county under dlscnm«lon were d4*elded democrats. Bacon and 
Skinner were two. while Rer. Mr. Allen with his **Plttslleld Sun," (establlalied In 
1800 In rittslleld) wielded a great Influence. Cheshire, which sent the famous 
cheese to Jefferson (llollsudTs Hist, of West. Msss., 11:478). was largely Bapttot. 
' — ' (27) There Is almost a pathetic Interest In the federalist msjorlty tote of 
wewtem MamiaehusettN during the Isst two years of that party's existence. 1» 
1823 the federalist majority was only 058. This waa the amallest ercr glren. 
Aa a matter of fact sare for* the first yesr, 1700. the federallat majority waa 
nerer leas than 8.000 and often much larger. The republican rote which had 
been arcraglng between eight and seven thousand the past six years suddenly 
JnmptHi In this year, 182.r to 12.1.17— the federalist being 12.745. The repub- 
lican candidate won out the next year, 1824 (the last year that the federalist put 
a state ticket In the field), this faithful MHrtlon lucream^l Ita Tote from 12.803 t<r 
15,147, tba republlcana rising only from 12.137 to 13.221. All tbla waa In Tain, 
for In eastern S^lassaehniietta there was an adTers«* majority of over 0.000, the 
f«>«1erallst Tote bi*lng tiMTe 17.270 and 10.003 In 1823 and 1824 while the repulK 
llcana rolled vp a rote of 20,365 and 25,420 la the aame years. 
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record of federalism be attributed! The general 
reasons which brought about the growth of the pstxty 
in this state have been discussed. What, then, \reiie 
the factors which belong especially to western Mas- 
sachusetts? To answer this question it will be ne<>- 
cessary to recapitulate briefly the history of that 
portion of the coniinonwealth. 

The social and political changes which took plaoe 
in Massachusetts during the first half of the eigii- 
teenth century were much greater in the eastern than, 
in the western division of the colony. In the coast 
towns there was a marked increase in wealth; new 
ideas obtained a foothold, and the professional 
classes, other than the clergy, who suffered a decline, 
made large gains in influence and power. In the 
western half, the ascendency of the clergy, though 
that order was deprived of its direct political power 
through the broadening of the franchise by the char- 
ter of 1691, continued nearly as paramount as in the 
previous century. In this somewhat isolated r^on, 
for even the so-called trading towns of the Connect!- > 
cut valley did little business with the outside world, 
the sober currents of life moved sluggishly, quick- 
ened only by the French wars and theological discus- 
sions, which culminated in the great revivals. So 
these inland toAvns continued in their quiet unpro- 
gressive ways until the stirring events which pre- 
ceded the Revolution broke in upon their peaceful 
seclusion. It was the upheaval of war which for the 
time being submerged or drove out the conserva- 
tives* and left the people too largely to the g^uidanoe 
of the radical and untrained elements.* Undoubt- 



(tt) 'Tbt rmteo vlir tbe New England ttatct mf vrorte c w reraed tbaa htf^ 
tefH« li. that mm of wbm Und]..prop«rtj b«T« lost nock of tbclr taflMMt 
te tte MiMUr iPlrtt •« tht war. People omo rMpccted their soTenon. tkdr 
^fMTthelr fudKf and their clenrr: tbe« Uwt ireio obeyed, nd the ototot 
ri5t iMiiw 1u trwSlllty/* M««. C«ette. Dee. 8. 1780, from the Omm, OowmC. 

"ma?'**^!!! the war. htasteriv IsMraat Bea..atarted toto notteo dntaff tho 
ttoaldU aMAcMifMloa •< that critical period, hare bee* attempttaff to p«fe 
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edly the reason why western Massachusetts was so 
completely given over to false prophets was that she 
not only had lost her natural leaders^^ but that she 
"leaslinable or unwilling to replace them.^* Many of 
the latter had suffered greatly in the esteem of the 
people through adherence to the Tory party.^ To 
the temporary decline in the power of the clergy, two 
causes contributed; one, the fact that not a few 
ministe rs became odious on account of their loyalist 

themMlTM iato efflce. and hftTe tamed the .clamonrt against British tynony 
•calatt their oirn goTprnort.*' Ibid. 

(30) Western Mmutachnsetts had — a little before the outbreak of the trnr— lost 
"that isreat trio ^ John ^^achoa of SprlDpflold.. Samuel Tartrldpe of Batfl 'I«l (and 
John Stoddard of ^Kor'thaupton who "stood aPYhe-hoa?!'* of this triumvirate of 
leadiftrr'and' were called tha "lUrer Oods'*].. which ruled, or led. Western Massa* 
chnsetts through an entire ccnturj of Its history.'* Hollsnd. Hist, of West. 
Mass., 11:252. In accounting for political sentiment in snj portion of New 
England tha remsrkable influence which men of acknowledpcd position had orer 
tlioir neighbor* must not bo negloctcd. E. g. In the Hampshire Gasotto, Dec. 1, 
1802, the reason la set forth whj Essex Cuuntj (South) Is democratic, namelj 
because of the ''Great Crownlnshleld famllj.'* 

This marked erldence of respect Is shown nowhere more clearlj than In tha 
method of seating families in church, a fashion which was unlrerssl during tha 
colonial period and Indeed lingiTod In some towns well Into the 19th centurj. 
An excellent example of the New England gentry Is the account of Mr. Benrj 
iBrownfleld (In the New England Magazine. N. S., rol. II. especlallj page 18) for 
I whom It was the people's custom— even In the second decade of the 10th century— 
Ito remain seated until he and his family had left the church. 

(31) The only prominent patriot leader of western Massachusetts wa s, Haw lcy 
«»f Northampton, but his work wss completed at tha outbreak of the RerotTIaoa 
and after that he llred In retirement. Uoilsnd. Hist, of Western Mass., 11:253. 
Tha only prominent conserratlres arc Theodore ^edgj^'lck. who did not come Into 
light until after Shays' Ilebelllon. and Caleb gTCJSg . The most radical leader 
was Samuel Ely. of West Sprlngfleld, who was oBlr a temporary element of dSa- 
cord, being drlren from the state as a reward for the Hampshire riots of 1782. 
Centlnel, June 10. 1705. Shays of Telham. Parmenter of Pelham. and tha Daya 
of West Sprlngfleld — thoroughgoing demagoguea all of them^wera prominent 
during the lean years of the Shays* Bebelllon period. Afterwards Bacon and 
Skinner of Berkshire were tiie leading democrats of that county, tha former waa 
the sola state senator to rote for tha Virginia Besolutlona of 1708, and hla 
opinions, political and n>llglous. "veered with the wind.'* while the latter looted 
^e treasury when State Treasurer. William Lyman, of undistinguished abtUtlaa. 

was the repnbllcan member of Hampshire County In the National House, nntU 
It became fe«1ersllstlc In 170G. 

(32) In 1775 only two lawyers remained In Worceater connty becansa tho 
others, being Tory, had left. Mass. Hist. Soc. Proe., 1800-70, p. 48. As for 
Berkshira sea Ibid, 1804-<I5. p. 340. Letter of J. Andrews. Tha leading cItlxcB 
of Sprlngfleld, Col. Worthlngton. leaned to Torism and completely lost hla Infla- 
ance. Holland: Hist, of Western Masa., 11:133-0. Tha leading men of Hatfield, 
Deerfleld, Amherst and Sheflleld, were Torlea. Ibid, 11:235. Sheldon: HIat. of 
Deerfleld. pp. 738-40. Holland: Hist, of Western Mass., 11:100-7, 684. Dccr- 
flald seems to ba particularly Infested with Loyallsta erea towarda tha cloaa of 
the war. See the motion made by Its repreaentatlrea In tha legislature. Diary 
of Wm. Pynchon, p. 80. This raised a great deal of alarm and "certain Justices la 
•ach county are empowered.. to suspend the Habeaa Corpus Act, In case. .that 
any towna or persons shsll dare Instruct their representatlrcs aa Deerfleld bath 
ilone, or [the writer waa a cooserratlre] be guilty of speaking or. . [thlnkllng too 
lood agalnat either wind or tide of polltlca.." p. 88. Sea also Sbaldoo: Hlat 
of Deerfleld. pp. 738-48. Apparently there were still a aamber of arowcd Loyal- 
lsta la Sprlngfleld who exulted whan rararsca occurred to tha Amartcan armlat. 
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proclivities^ — in some towns they were the only' ad- 
"Eerents of Great Britain — ^the other the fact that 
many towns possessed no minister during the ^war 
period,** while poverty and Shays' Rebellion later 
disturbed the relation between others. 

Shays' Rebellion had two results in western. Mas- 
sachusetts, both of which are of great importance. 
It thoroughly discredited those imprincipled and 
restless demagogues who excited seditious anunosi- 
ties against law and order from the close of the Rev- 
olution, and even before, until 1787.'' Furthermore, 
the collapse of that dangerous and widespread move- 
ment led to the emigration, especially to Vermont, of 
literally hundreds of the most restless, debt-ridden 
and shiftless of the population.*^ Western Massa- 

8m Mnsa. Spj. Jane 15. Jnlx 13, 21. 179n. Many r»ferciie«s can be fouad ta 
th« iieu-«pai>ors royrardlnir the liated I^;-al!«t8. See e. p. Iii4. Ch., Avtu t, iL 
17S2: M8*i». (Gazette. Fob. W. liSR: Ccntlnol. Oct. 22, ITftl; Fed. Spy. May 21. 
1703. A poworfullj rliidlctlTe serDHm waa preached airalnst the Lofallsta ly 
Rer. N. Whitaker at Salem Id Maj, 1783. The text waa "Thoa aaltb the Lort, 
becaaw tltoo has let |90 a man out of thj* hand whom I appointed to otter destrve- 
tlon. t!ion>fore thy life »h«11 go for hU llfr. and thy p«H«ple for hla people.** la 
the Mas. Mass. Ilooae Joamal. Feb. 0th. 1781. p. 301. there Is a ll«t of slztcea 
alletrcd **Torlea.** Oot of this numbt^r thirteen are from wevteni Maaaacbnateta. 
Of thla number four are doct«n^ one a raptaln. There l» an account of thm 
Berkshire I/o.valUta (who were frenerallx prominent) In the Bcrkahlre RlaL Soe. 
Coll. II (1892) 111-4. **Wllllam William was tlie most prominent and Important 
permnage In the conntj, north of Stockltrldfre.*' **a conscrTatlTa" and lost kla 
Inflneace as a resalt. EU Paraona of Berkshire a rlolent, unprincipled fellosr la 
topical of the kind of demajeocnea who fiourlsihed after the Rerolntloo tuA mMed 
the people. Ilia proclamation after the dlsiiersal of the rebels at PetcrAam ii 
most hloodthlratj. 

(33) In the counties of nampohlre and Berksblre-^hcre were no leas tbnn alcht 
who<e opinions were so outspoken as to lead to their dlsmlsaaL Holtaad: Hlat. 
of W(>:«ti*m Mass.. 1:224: 11:011. 107. 350. 3S1. 401, 4S4. 447-S. 

(34) In the counties of Hampshire and Berkahlre there were thlrtj-atan tcwan 
which had no mlnlater dnrlnir the Retolutioo. alx only a part of that period and 
thlrtj-three which bad a minister. The source of Infonnattoa la the aacaat 
Tolnme of Ilolland: Blat. of Westen Mass., passim. 

(3») Ccntlnol. Maj 10. 1788. Tbe chanite which la beglnnlnc la iwtad la Ibid. 
April 20^ 30. 178S. The rear before the preralllng tone of eonaerratlTe ubmi iat o 
had l*cen exceedlnrlr pessimistic. Gen. Knox's letters are pccnilarlr bap cl c a a 
rerardlnc the common people's political capalillltiea and eren mdlmeats of boa- 
estj. See alao S. Rlritlnaon to N. Dane. Boston, Mareb 8. 1787. Am. Hist. * 
Assn. Rep. I (1700) 7M. Alao J. Q. Adama to John Adams. June 80. 17^. 
Adams: Ufe In a N. E. Town. 1787-1788, pp. 110-120, footnote. Bf ITM bow* 
erer eren Stephen Hlicfelnson la willing to admit that a Tcry isreat change baa 
taken place In regard to "HaMta of indostry * fruffalltr (wbleb] are taklic 
the place of those of Inznir end dissipation, morn cencrallj * with nmea celcritf 
than I expected. It la a growlnff Idea, that tbe amnnera contracted dnrlnr thn 
War must be done awaj with.** To Knox, Boston. April 1, 1700. Kaos MSB.. 
ZXV1:2S. 

<S0) MInot: pp. 1S6^ Tb« Maasacbnaetta QaseHs (March 20. 1787) anys: 
•'Major Oookaon laforma that not less than TOO famllleo. Inhabitants of tbs 
three western comities of tbta comnwnwealtb baee, within abont aU weeks pnsC. 
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chusetts was_thus to a^r?at extent4iurged of those 
ci£i5:eirs'most easily resix)nsive to ablators and loud- 
mouthed political hrawlers. Boston replaced her 
conser\'ative elements lost in the Bevolution by many 
of the. country gentry, who were of a more conserva- 
tive tone than those who had ruled the state as well 
as Boston society. Western Massachusetts, on the 
-^-other hand, could draw on no such reserves. It had 
\ to abide the growing up of a generation which politi- 
\cajlv_and religiously fell more or less under tli 2 ih- 
' Buence of the clergy after they ha d regained some^" 
lEing of their diminished prestige. 
i-^rNow whatever political heresies had abounded in 
^^v ) the western half of the State, religious heresies and 
zX^ / much more irreligion, failed to find much of a foot- 
l h old there.'' The whole religious histoiy of Massa- 
chusetts, from the time of the Antinomian conflict, is 
a more or less open contest between liberalism and 
conservatism in religion. Active as the clergy in 
general were in combating errors of politics and 
atheism, the ministers of the western portion had an 
added impulse to be on their guard and to include 
heresy as not the least of the dangers. For Uni- 
^arianism had since the Revolution threatened ortho- 
doxy.f* Indeed, from early times, liberalism on the 
coast liad been a constant menace to the orthodox 
brethren. Harvard of old had been a place of leam- 






maoTcd into tli« state of Vennont.** Thta wm a matt of Shar*' Rebellion. 
See m\no IlamiMliIre Chnmlcle. Oct. 8, 1788^ 

(S7) It mnjr be • mere sccMent. but jet It la Tcty almlflcant of the ivrerall- 
IBS fecllnir la We«teni MaMncliaM>tt« that tha Graad Jorj of Hampshire Oovaty 
ahoaM In their Aildreaa to the Preahlent. Sept. 3d, deocant oa the "cjratem of 
lathelatlcal] o|>lnlonM..|iro|>ai;a ted.. with a seal and Tlirllance which woald hare 
done honor to any can«e. .** Greenfield tiaiette. Kav. S, 1798. In the addretaaa 
of the nrami Jury of Dntcheiw Conntx <N. Y.) (ibid. Oct. 13. 1709,) of the aame 
of Charlmton Dintrlct. <A. O ( Nowbitrrpnrt lleraM. Not. 8, 1798) and etea 
that of Briatd ConatT (eastern Mass.) (Ibid.) there la no maatlon of rellgloa. 
Only from Western Mas«achn<MM t« coald the foilofwInK Imaieerj moat easllj haTa 
come: "Beware, .of the Madlann scheme.. RehoM him exalted on the top of 
risaah with a Jacobin at his elbow temptlnic htm to curse the people whom the 
LORI> Tonrhsaf««il to bless! Nothlnir bat the Genet maniac can equal the mad- 
nesa of the VIrflnIa Prophet.'* Hampshire and Bcrkahlre Chfonlcla, Martb 

^— (38) Sea Appendix M. 
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ing of ill-repiite, as the founding of Yale testifies. A 
striking instance of the grip which religion still had 
on western ^lassachusetts is the petition of sundry 
persons of Hampshire and the adjoining counties, in 
1762, for a college to be located in that part of the 
state, the well-known cause of this request being 
Harvard's alleged saturation with heretical doc- 
trines.^ The founding of Amherst College as a re- 
fuge for Congregationalism, among other reasons, 
proves that western ^fassachusetts, as late as 1826, 
had relaxed from Puritan rigidity far less than the 
coast. 

The history of the federalist party in Massachus- 
setts continues along the same lines, and its persist- 
ence is due largely to the same conditions which 

gave it potential, victor}' in 1796 and actual in 1797 . 

and onwards. 1 Tlie politico-religious zeal of the / 
clergy — indeed their bigotry — ^is continued after 1800— J 
and is displayed with so much animosity towards the n 
republican party, especially Jefferson, as to cause his \i/ 
Postmaster-General to write a series of most vi-^ — * 
tuperative articles against them.^ An extract will 
suffice to show the intense hatred and bitterness en- 
gendered.** **Some of the [clergy] . . . forgetful of 
primitive purity, imder a pretence of serving reli- 
gion and obeying its ordinances, have by calumnies, 

(.tni QqIbct: nut. of Hnnrard Colh^, 11:105-11. Erm Tate did not tu*v 
eootofrloB. In 1752 • reform vfm prtipmird SDd prvrsotkios take*. Ibid. II:10>1. 
Thf rarlr ai«llke of the i^rthodos for llarraid U dMcribed la. IMd, I:S14-C 

HO) 8«« Appendix O. 

(41) Tlie iMthlnir with which the clerrr of Xew Emtland tt$ii6ed Jeffcraoa 
!■ rontlDQalljr cTO|»plBir oot. Tlie Rer. John Cranc'a wraMn on Marrh Tth, IMS. 
at Korthbrldire. is oo Jercboam which Is the acrtptnral dcalcnatlon for tha 
rretldcnt. It was a Terr favorite theme. 9ee also hia aermon on Febw Sth. 
iwe. at the same place. Amonf the boat of hostile aermona ae« Pariah. B^ 
A (llM^THirM* ilellreretl at BrAeld..NoT. 29. 18m. talem. 1903; Lyman. Joaepli. 
The Two Ollre-Tretii: ur..Kellf1on the leading qoallflcatkm of Civil Baler* and 
Christian Ministers, lllastrated In a Sermon preached at Batlleld. Kovembtf 
4th. lS04..[Alao bonnd with It a Thanksclrlnir Sermoo— of like Import— detlrared 
NoremtM^r SOth. 1SI>4.] 8««e also Hturr. Mfe and Letters of J. Mory. I:9d. lOS. ISii 
Another example amonir manjr which might be cited la Stickncy: AatoMoffrapby 
of Amos Kendell. p. 79. At Grotoa "the Clervrmaa'a text waa *J9 are «f rear 
father, the Devil; and the worka of joor father jre wlU da.* The tboma tfi 
his dlMoarse was a comparison of the rre«ldent of the Cnlted States ta Beelaa>' 
bab. the Prlace of neTlls, aad the BMwbers of Coagtvsa wha vatad t9t tha 
war. la the anbordlnate derlla wha da hIa 
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misrepresentations and baseness, with a turpitude 
of heart, black and gangrened, been laboring to over- 
whelm, to sink to scorn and execration, a faithful 
and a virtuous administration. The experiment has 
been made, with a fury which chose to be blind, and 
a perseverence which exceeds the ordinary measure 
of obstinancy. Indecency has had no bounds, and 
labor no respite. Contrivance directed effort, and 
exertion followed stratagem. All were planning, and 
all were acting in the same moment. Combination 
encircled combination, convention communicated 
with convention — Synods leagued with Synods, sec- 
taries and seminaries, all combined in a system of ob- 
loquy, to bear down with odiimi the President and his 
confidential officers.*'*^ Another quotation from 
the same series is more explicit.*^ '*The Palladium 



(42) The dcr}7 profcKtcd to be anabic to undcriitfliid t«-br tbeir poUtteal 
prcadilnK met with rach a rlolcnt reception nt that time. In the American 
Refolntlon. tbcx reminded their hearer.*, not only ^at their aetlrltj loadl/ 
applauded but It waa benoujrht rooMt eairerljr by the leader* of that period. 
For the complfllnta orer thlii lieivlldcrlni; chanpe. »ee e. ff. Klrkland. J. T., Bos- 
ton. Mar 0. lilUi. p. 19; Porter. R.. Rrookl'.ne and Roxbnrr, Ma.r 0, 170S, p. 22. 

Hoirerer Ilpht broke upon them later for the Rer. Mr. StlUman In his Faiit 
Daj Sermon. April 23, 1799. asterta: **Tho objection, .dona not lie to mnch 
airalnst the preachhii;, aa airalnst the politics thej" (the ministers) preach, .ve 
hate saffldent proof In the warm attachment, .they erince to the political 
preaching: of Mr. Allen, of PlttPfleld. .** llamp«hlre FederalUt, April 8. 1807. 
Both partlea abaso«l the clernrmen who differed In sentiments: "The Clergy., 
are with a few Infamons and dlsin'ncefnl exceptions, warmlj attached to tha 
Washington and Adams system of pollcj — rarMn Bentlj mmy weekly aend forth 
hit hundred lies In the Salem Register. .To rmm Allen may publish columns of 
slander In the Ptttufleld Snn— rarson I^>1and may exhibit his 'Politicks Ser- 
monised.' In every lo|r hnt and ftroi; sliop In the state. .** Ibid, Oct. 7, 1800. Ilia 
Hampshire Gazette, April 23d. 1800. remarks: **The Clerisy hara been tha 
object of. .(the Spy's] particular rlrulence. and because there ara no demo- 
cratic derirymen in this county [Hampshire], that order of men hara been 
condemned In the irroas.** 
r- '"'^ (43) Tills bitterness did result In separation of churches and sometimes dismissal 
I of the pastor. S«*e A Concise snd Simple NsrratlTc of the Cootrorersy betweeli 
\ Thomas Albm. A. M.. of PIttsfleld. and that Part of hU Clmrch and C^mfrera- . 
I tlon which liare lately separated from his Pastoral Care.. PIttsfleld. ISO , y 
\ Thia waa a pnncent reply to a pamphlet pnttlnc forth in peppery "fashion fha'"'^ 
I grleTances of the federsllst nislcootents of his con^repatlnn. who conM no longer 
1 endnre their pa«tor*a iwlltlcal preillllctlons which they alleired were openly and 
1 persltently msnlfested trcn In prayers at the bedside of the sick and dying. 
VJler. Nathaniel Porter was dl«nilssed for fi>«1ersllstlc actlrlty. Allen: Am. 
Rloir. I>lcti. p. 073. How the feflerallit pap4*rs teemed with InvectlTCS apalnat 
France and the repuMlcana or Psine for atheism and Irrellirlon can be seen by 
taking the Polltlesl Repository or Farmers* Journal. This paper, a weekly, waa 
printed at Brookfleld. Worcester Co.. the first number appearing Aug. 14. 179& 
The following numbers contain one or more referencea or attacka on .the abora 
■ttbjects: Aug. 14, "Jacobins.. Long hare yon panted to recelre a 'Fraternal 
bng.* from Rebbels against God. and the avowed enemtea of man.** Other audi 
remarks are to ba found In Aug. 21, 28. Sept. 4. 18. 25; Oct. 2. 0, 23, SO; Nor. 
t, IS. 20, 27; Dec. 11, 1706. The aana U generally true of the Political r 
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...was in bundles sent to the Federal clergy- 
men of Massachusetts, New Hampshire and Con- 
necticut, . . accompanied by a lengthy note . . . 
designat[ing] ... in explicit terms . . . [the 
administration of Jefferson] as imiformly op- 
posed to the wise measures of the late admin- 
istrations, as manifesting hostility or indiffer- 
ence to the sacred and civil institutions of their fore- 
fathers. It described 'Jacobinism ... as spreading 
with alanning rapidity in . . . [Massachusetts],... 
In the political [activities of the clergy] . . . which 
are ever;- day disgusting [the people] we foresee the 
downfall of the federal clergymen. Already has the 
forgiving spirit plead for the clergymen seventy 
times seventy . . . the clergy^ of New England, with 
many distinguished exceptions, are opposed to their 
Govermnent . . . thej^ borrow, from holy time, oppor- 
tunities of aspersing [Government] . . .and of alien- 
ating from it the confidence and affections of the 
subjects.'*** 

However incredulous the present may be of the au- 
thority then wielded by the clergymen of New Eng- 
land, the republicans of that time (and who should 
know better) were unanimous from 1795 onward in 
the firm and outspoken opinion that the strength of 



a weekly— •tartcd at Leomlnitcr, Worccater ccnntj, which waa flrat laaacd J«M 
SSth. ITM. 

(44) Tbe writer— of the Cbiireli and State. A Pollttcal Cnloo fonaed hy tha 
Enemle* of Both — admtta that this book excited "an anprecedented elaiDor..throiich- 
Ottt Kew-EaglaBd. .*' and that tha author of It waa *'denoaBced aa a« lafldd 
etc etc* p. 61. 

Aa a matter of fact It la to these nameroaa asaavlta npon rellcUm and to a 
kaa decree upon the dersy that tha revlral of reUston at the end off tha 
eenturr and the marreknis mowth and actlvltj of mlMlonaix aoctetlea la largely 
andoabtedlr to be attributed. See the Mara. Oasette. May 8. 1797; Brief Ae- 
coaat of the late Rerirals of Bellgloa In Kew-Englaad. Windsor, Vt. 1800; 
M*Knlght. John: A Sc-nnoo preached before the New- York Mleskmarr Society.. 
New York, 1709. cep. pp. 02-4; Eninxma, N., A Sermon preached.. Norembar 29, 
1800. pp. 21-2, 20; also a sermon by the Rer. Alran Hxda before tha Oa»> 
cregatlonal MUstonary Society of the Berkahire and Colombia (N. Y.) coontlaa 
at Stockbridce In 1818. In Hovey: Ufa and Timea off the Rer. Isaac Backia 
there are extracts from hia diary which show the state off religion to 1784 aai 
anwarda. The change la tone at the and off tha centnry la very marked. 
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the Federalist party in Massachusetts was due in a 
very great measure to that order.** 

(45) A writer la the Hampshln Gasette— March 21. 1904— la aa addrcas •««» 
tha Ctttseaa of New-Eoflaad** aaya: '*Tb« rnda attacka upoa tha New-Eaflaad 
derfr bava tha aame object la view. Smlta tha abepberda and tha ahe^ ahaU 
ba acattercd.— Tha dergy. It la tmlj aald..ara fcderallata.** Tha Faderal Spy- 
May 4, 1802. from tha SalMS Oasatta—remarka that **tha Katlonal Aasia (of Wor- 
caatei^-Lerl Ltncolo'a organ] enraged at tha aacccaa of Mr. Stnmg'a alactloo (at 
Ooveraor]. falla afoal of the Clergj aa the canae of It. .** 

8aa Heary Adama' accouat of tha alUaaca bctweea tha polplt and tha baach 
aad tha power of tha clergy la hla Htetoty of tha United Statea. I:7»-80. 
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BIBLIOQRAPHT. 

The newspapers of Massachusetts have been the 
main sonree. (So far as circulation or frequent quo- 
tation or both, the Walpole, N. H., and the Hartford, 
Conn., papers should be included.) The following 
list comprises the ones chiefly made use of: 

American Apollo, Boston. 

American Herald, Boston. 

Columbian Centinel, Boston. 

Connecticut Courant, Hartford, Conn. 

Continental Journal and Weekly Advertiser, Bos- 
ton. 

Federal Orrery, Boston. 

Federal Spy, Springfield. 

Greenfield Gazette, Greenfield. 

Hampshire Chronicle, Springfield. 

Hampshire Gazette, Northampton. 

Impartial Herald, Newburyport 

Independent Chronicle and Universal Advertiser, 
Boston. 

Massachusetts Gazette, Boston. 

Massachusetts Mercury, Boston. 

New Hampshire Journal or The Farmer's Weekly 
Museum, Walpole, N. H. 

Political Repository or Farmer's Journal, Brook- 
field. 

Salem Gazette, Salem. 

Thomas's Massachusetts Spy or American Oracle 
of Liberty, Worcester. 

Western Star, Stockbridge. 

[See Goddard, D. A. Newspapers and newspaper 
writers in New England, 1787-1815. Boston, 1880.] 

Neither the printed nor unprinted collections of 
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letters contain as much of political importance as 
might be supposed. In the first place, politicians 
were cautious because of the somewhat insecure state 
of the mail facilities and secondly the bitter politi- 
cal battles made it imprudent to commit their feel- 
ings to paper. Jefferson to John Taylor, Monte- 
cello, Nov. 26, 1799, Mass. Hist Soc. Coll. 7th Sen 
Vol. 1. pp. 67-8: **But I cease from this time during 
, the ensuing twelve months to write political letters, 
. — \ knowing that a campaign of slander is now to open 
/ upon me, & believing that the postmasters will lend 
their inquisitorial aid to fish out any new matter of 
slander they can to gratify the powers that be." See 
. also Jefferson: Writings, IX:412; Works, X:22, 59, 
63, 85, 100. Furthermore, there has been a deliber- 
ate suppression and destruction of letters by rela- 
tives and interested persons. Tlie Knox Letters of 
the New England Historical and Genealogical So- 
ciety, the Wolcott Letters in the Connecticut Histori- 
cal Society and the Samuel Adams Letters in the New 
York Public Librarj' are very valuable. Perhaps the 
two most useful printed sources — ^for the number 
of letters which they contain — are King's Life of 
King, which contains many letters of C. Gore, etc., 
and Ames' Works of Fisher Ames. Tliere is a great 
dearth of adequate biographies. The biographies of 
Adams and Hancock in the Great Americans of His- 
torj^ series are valueless, likewise W. C. Burraye's 
-Hancoglc. Many of the leaders indeed have foun^ 
no one to chronicle their lives. The two foremost 
leaders of the earlier period, Hancock and Bowdoin, 
have had scant treatment. Gill, Sumner [see N. E. 
Hist. Gen. Reg. ¥111:105-128], the Cushings, Dal- 
ton [see Essex Institute Hist. Coll. XXV:l-29], Gore, 
Lincoln, Gorham and Sedgwick have been even more 
neglected. The interest of Samuel Adams' biogra- 
phers is naturally before the close of the Revolution, 
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Thus in J. K. Hosmer's S. Adams only 36 pages out 
of 431 concern Adams* life after 1780. Amory's 
Life of Sullivan and Austin's Life of Gerry ob- 
viously could not be absolutely impartial. Parson's 
Life of Parsons and Lodge's Life of Cabot are open 
to the same criticism. Caleb Strong, eleven times 
governor of Massachusetts, has been treated simply 
in Studies in History, (Boston, 18^,) by Lodge. ^ 7/. 
Quincy's Josiah Quincy is valuable, but hardly 
touches this period. Timothy Pickering's connec- 
tion with state history is after 1800. Taylor's Life 
of Samuel Phillips is of little value- for political 
history. 

The printed sermons used have been indicated in 
the bibliography, which is arranged alphabetically. 
The votes for governor and lieutenant-governor for 
the years 1780-1800 are complete (save for the years 
* 1783 and 1784) in manuscript at the State House in 
Boston. The votes which still exist of these two 
years are the original returns from the several town 
selectmen. These are far from complete in 1784 
and fragmentary in 1783. In 1795 Berkshire County 
is omitted. For the years 1780, 1781, 1782 the county 
of Dukes and Nantucket made no returns. 

There are several works which are valuable for 
the social life of the period, e^ g., Lund, G., Old 
New England Traits, X. Y., 1873; Scudder, H. E., 
^ren and Manners in America One Hundred 
Tears Ago, N. Y., 1876; Scudder, H. E., Recol- 
lections of Samuel Breck, Phila., 1877; Sullivan, 
William, Public Men of the Bevolution, Phila., 1847 
(this seems to be a reprint of his Familiar Letters, 
Boston, 1834, 2d ed.) ; The Memorial History of Bos- . 
ton, Vols. HI and IV, Boston, 1890; Warren, E., The 
Life of John Warren, Boston, 1874. 
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Biographies and General Works {only the more 
important are referred to). 

Adams, C. F., ed. Life and Works of John Adams. 
10 vols. Boston, 1850-1856. 

Adams, John Quincy. Life in a New England 
Town. 1787-1788. Diary of John Qumcy Adams. 
Boston, 1903. 

Ames, Seth. Works of Fisher Ames, Boston, 1854. 
(Supersedes the edition of 1809. The letters are in- 
valuable for giving a picture of Federalism some- 
what tinctured with ** Essex Juntoism** from 1789 to 
1807.) 

Amory, T. C. Life of James Sullivan. 2 vols. Bos- 
ton, 1859. 

Austin, J. T. The Life of Elbridge Gerry. 2 vols. 
Boston, 1828-9. 

Bowdoin, James and Temple, John, Letters of. 
Mass. Hist Soc. Coll. Sixth Series, Vol. IX, 1897. 
Seventh Series, Vol. VI. Pt. 2. 1907. (Of small 
value for state politics.) 

Gushing, H. A. History of the Transition from 
Provincial to Commonwealth Government in Massa- 
chusetts, Columbia University Studies in History, 
Economics and Public Law, Vol. VII, No. 1. N. Y., 
1896. 

Drake, F. S. Life and Correspondence of Henry 
Ejiox. Boston, 1873. 

Gibbs, G. Memoirs of the Administration of 
Washington and John Adams. N. T., 1846. 

Harding, S. B. Tlie Federal Constitution in Mas- ^ 
sachusetts. Har\'ard Historical Studies. Vol. H. 
N. T., 1896. 

Hazen, C. D. Contemporary American Opinion of 
the French Bevolution. Johns Hopkins University 
Studies. Extra Volume XVI. Baltimore, 1897. 
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Higginson, T. W. Life and Times of Stephen Hig- 
ginson. Boston and N. Y., 1907. 

Holland, J. G. History of Western Massachusetts. 
2 vols. Springfield (Mass.), 1855. 

Jameson, J. F., ed. Letters of Stephen Higginson, 
1783-1804. Am. Hist. Assn. Report I (1896) 704- 
841. 

King, C. R. Life... of Rufus King. 6 vols. N. Y., 
1894-1900. 

Lodge, H. C. The Life and Letters of George 
Cabot Boston, 1895. 

Love, W. De L. Fast and Thanksgiving Days in 
Netr England. Boston, 1895. 

Minot, 6. R. History of the Insurrections in 
Massachusetts. 2nd ed. Boston, 1810. 

Oliver, F. E., ed. The Diary of William Pynchon 
. . .a picture of Salem Life a Century Ago. Boston, 
1890. 

Parsons, T. Memoir of Theophilus Parsons. 
Boston, 1849. 

Sumner, W. H. Reminiscences of Governor John 
Hancock . (Reprinted from the N. E. Hist Gen. Reg. 
Vin:187.189. April, 1854.) 

Thatcher papers. Historical Magazine, Vol. 6, 
2nd ser. 1869. 

Wells, W. V. The Life. ..of ^muel Adams. 3 
vols. Boston, 1865. 

Winthrop, R. C. Address hefore the Maine His- 
torical Society (on James Bowdoin). Boston, 1849. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



SERMONS. 

The order of the sermons is primarily chronologi- 
cal, but whenever there are two sermons or n^ore the 
order is alphabetical as well. The location of the 
sermons cited is in the Congregational Library, Con- 
gregational House, Boston, Mass.; American Anti- 
quarian Society; Princeton Theological Seminary; 
and the libraries of Harvard and Yale Universities 
and Amherst College. Unless otherwise stated the 
place where the sermon was delivered was in Massa- 
chusetts. The towns now in Maine have brackets 
about the abbreviation of that state. 



1790. 

Enunons, Nathaniel. A discourse delivered No- 
vember 3, 1790... at Franklin. Providence, R. I., 
n. d. 

1793. 

Bobbins, Chandler. Address delivered at Ply- 
mouth, on the 24th day of Januaiy, 1793, to the In- 
habitants. . .Assembled to celebrate the Victories of 
the French Republic. .. [at] the civic Festival... 
Boston, 1793. 

McKeen, Joseph. A Sermon preached on the Pub- 
lic Fast. . .in Massachusetts, April 11, 1793 [at Bev- 
erly]. Salem, 1793. 

Tappan, David. A Sermon delivered. . .in Cam- 
bridge. . .and. . .in Charlestown, April 11, 1793. Bos- 
ton, 1793. 



Digitized by 



Google 






196 

Lyman, Joseph. The Administrations of Provi- 
dence full of Goodness and Mercy. A Sermon de- 
livered at Hatfield, November 7Ui, A. D. 1793. -• 
Northampton, 1794. 

1794. 

Boby, Joseph. A Sermon delivered at Lynn... 
April 17, 1794. Portland [Me.], n. d. 

Bobbins, Chandler. A Sermon preached at the 
General Convention of Congregational Ministers in 
Boston, May 29, 1794. Boston, 1794.' 

Emerson, William. A Discourse delivered in Har- 
vard College.... July 4, 1794. Boston, 1794. 

Lathrop, Joseph. The Happiness of a Free Gov- 
ernment and the Means of preserving it: Blustrated 
in a Sermon. . .July 4th, 1794 [at West Springfield]. 
Springfield, 1794. Beprinted at Suffield, Conn., 1804. 

Elliot, John. A Sermon delivered on the day of 
Annual Thanksgiving, November 20, 1794 [at Bos- 
ton]. Boston, 1794. 

Mellen, John . A Sermon delivered at Barnstable 
. . .on the Annual Thanksgiving, November 20, 1794. 
Boston, 1794. 

Osgood, David. The Wonderful Works of God are 
to be remembered. A Sermon delivered. . . [at Med- 
ford] November 20, 1794. Boston, 1794, three edi- 
tions; reprinted at Stockbridge, Newburyport and 
Albany, N.Y. 1795. 

Thatcher, Thomas Cushing. A Sermon preached 
at Lynn, November 20th, 1794. . .Boston, 1794. 

Channing, Henry... A Sermon delivered at New 
London, November 27, 1794. New London, Conn. 
1794. 

Bradford, Alden. Two sermons upon. ..Christ, 
delivered in Cambridge, December 28, 1794. Boston, 
1795. 
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1795. 



Andrews, John. A Sermon delivered [at New- 
buryport] February 19, 1795, being a day of Public 
Thanksgiving throughout tiie United States of 
America. Newburyport, n. d. 

Baldwin, Thomas. A Sermon delivered February 
19, 1795. . . [at Boston]. Boston, 1795. 

Barnard, Thomas. A Sermon delivered. ..Feb- 
ruary 19, 1795 [at Salem]. Salem, 1795. 

Bradford, Ebenezer. The Nature and Manner of 
giving Thanks to God, Illustrated. A Sermon de- 
livered. ..February 19, 1795 [at Rowley]. Boston, 
1795. 

Clark, Pitt On the Bise and signalized Lot of the 
United Americans. A Sermon delivered February 
19, M,DCC,XCV. . .in Norton. Boston, 1795. 

IDana, Joseph. A Sermon delivered February 19, 
1795. . . [at Ipswich]. Newburyport, 1795. 

Deane, Samuel. A Sermon preached February 19, 
1795... [at Portland (Me.)] Portland, [Me.] 1795. 

Fiske, Thaddeus. Thanksgiving and Prayer for 
Public Bulers, recommended in a Discourse, deliver- 
ed... .in Cambridge, February 19, 1795. Boston, 1795. 

Frisbie, Levi. A Sermon delivered February 19, 
1795 [at Ipswich]. Newburyport, n. d. 

Holmes, Abiel. A Sermon on the Freedom and 
Happiness of America; preached at Cambridge, Feb- 
ruary 19, 1795. . .Boston, 1795. 

Kendal, Samuel. A Sermon delivered [at Wes- 
ton] . . February 19, 1795. Boston, 1795. 

Lathrop, Joseph. National Happiness illustrated 
in a Sermon, delivered at West Springfield, on the 
nineteenth of February, 1795. Spring^eld, 1795. 

McKnight, John. The Divine Goodness to the 
United States of America... A Thanksgiving Ser- 
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mon preached in New York, February 19, 1795. New- 
York, 1795. 

Mellen, John. The Great and Happy Doctrine of 
Liberty. A Discourse, delivered at Hanover... 
February 19, 1795. . .Boston, 1795. 

Morse, Jedidiah. The Present Situation of other 
Nations of the World, contrasted with our own. A 
Sermon delivered at Charlestown... February 19, 
1795. Boston, 1795. 

Murray, John. The Substance of a Thank^ving 
Discourse delivered. . .in Boston, February 19, 1795, 
Boston, 1795. 

Osgood, David. A Discourse delivered February 
19, 1795, [at Medford]. Boston, 1795. [Love; Fast 
and Tlianksgiving Days of New England, (p. 560) 
says: reprinted at Litchfield, Conn., n. d.] 

Packard, Hezekiah. The Plea of Patriotism. A 
Sermon preached in Chelmsford. . .February 19, 
1795. Boston, 1795. 

Sampson, Ezra. A Discourse delivered February 
19, 1795 [at Plymouth]. Boston, 1795. 

Smith, Samuel Stanhope. The Divine Goodness 
to the United States of America — ^A Discourse... 
delivered. . .in Philadelphia on. . .the 19th of Febru- 
ary, 1795. Philadelphia, 1795. It was printed entire 
with the notes in the Hampshire Gazette, March 25, 
April 1, 1795. 

Story, Isaac. A Sermon preached February 19, 
1795, [in Marblehead] . . . Being the Federal 
Thanksgiving, appointed by our beloved President, 
and Illustrious George Washington, Esq... Salem, 
1795. 

Tappan, David. Christian Thankfulness Explain- 
ed and Enforced. A Sermon delivered at Charles- 
town. . .February 19, 1795. Boston, 1795. 

Thatcher, Thomas. A Discourse delivered... in 
Dedham, 19th of February, 1795. Boston, 1795. 
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Wadsworth, Benjamin. America invoked to 
praise the Lord. A Discourse [at Danvers] . . .Feb- 
ruary 19, 1795. Salem, 1795. 

Ware, Henry. . . . A Sermon delivered February 
19, 1795 [at Hingham] . . . Boston, 1795. 

West, Samuel. A Sermon delivered. . .February 
19th, 1795, [at Boston]. Boston, 1795. 

Bradford, Ebenezer. The Nature of Humiliation, 
Fasting and Prayer explained. A Sermon delivered 
on the day of Public Hmniliation and Prayer in. . . 
Massachusetts, April 2, 1795; with an Appendix, in 
Answer to Dr. Tappan's Bemarks on his Thanksgiv- 
ing Sermon, dated February 19, 1795. Boston, 1795. 

Thayer, Nathaniel. A Sermon delivered on... 
April 2, 1795 [at Lancaster]. Boston, 1795. 

Cumings, Henry. A sermon preached at Billerica," 
June 28, 1795. Boston, 1795. 

Dwight, Timothy. A Sermon delivered on the 7th 
of July, 1795, before the Connecticut Society of the 
Cincinnati. New Haven, n. d. 

Bamarc^y Thomas. A discourse on Natural Re- 
ligion delivered [at] . . .the Unversity in Cambridge, 
September 3, 1795. Boston, 1795. 

Gardner, Francis. A Sermon delivered on the Day 
of the Annual Thanksgiving, November 19, 1795, 
[at Leominster]. Leominster, 1796. 

Gillet, Eliphalet A Sermon preached at Hallo- 
well, [Me.] . . .November 19, 1795. Hallowell, [Me.] 
n. d. 

Osgood, David. A Discourse delivered [at Med- 
ford] . . .November 19, 1795. Boston, 1795. 

Strong, Jonathan. A Sermon delivered.... No- 
vember 19, 1795, [at Randolph]. Boston, n. d. 

Belknap, Jeremy. Dissertations on the Charac- 
ter, Death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ and the 
Evidence of his Gospel; with Bemarks on some Sen- 
timents advanced in a Book entitled ''The Age of 
Season. '' Boston, 1795. 
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Woodrufify H. N. A sermon preached in Boston at 
the ordination of the Bev'd Clark Brown [to] . • .the 
Church. . .in Machias. . . [Me.]. Boston, 1795. 



1796. 

Harris, Thaddens Mason. The Netw Year's Wish 
. . .January 1, 1796. Boston, 1796. 

Barnard, Thomas. A Sermon delivered at Salem, 
on March 31, 1796, the day of G^eral Fasting... 
Newburyi)ort, n. d. 

Barnes, David. A Discourse.... delivered. ..at 
Hingham, April 5th, 1796. Also. . .in Scituate. Bos- 
ton, 1803. 

Belknap, Jeremy. A Sermon delivered before the 
Convention of the Clergy of Massachusetts, in Bos- 
ton, May 26, 1796. Boston, 1796. 

Lathrop, Joseph. Steadfastness in Religion, ex- 
plained and recommended in a Sermon. [Delivered 
Aug. 25, 1796, at West-Springfield.] West-Spring- 
field, 1797. 

Fiske, Nathan. A Sermon preached at the Dud- 
leian Lecture in the Chapel of Harvard College, Sep- 
tember 6, 1796. Boston, 1796. 

Austin, Samuel. A Sermon delivered at Worces- 
ter on the day of Public Thanksgiving. . .of ^fassa- 
chusetts, December 15th, MDCCXCVL Worcester, 
1797. 

Barnard, Thomas. A Sermon delivered... [at 
Salem] December 15, 1796. Salem, n. d. 

Cumings, Henry. A Sermon preached at Bil- 
lerica, December 15, 1796. . . Boston, 1797. 

Emmons, Nathaniel. National Peace the Source 
of National Prosperity. A Sermon delivered at 
Franklin. . .December 15th, MDCCXCVL Worces- 
ter, 1797. 
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Freeman, James. A Sermon for December 15, 

1796, [delivered at Boston]. Boston, 1796. 
Hyde, Alvan. A Sermon delivered at Lee, Decem- 
ber 15th, 1796. Stockbridge, 1797. 

Wadsworth, Benjamin. Social Thanksgiving a 
Pleasant Duty. A Sermon preached on. . .December 
15, 1796, [at Danvers]. Salem, 1797. 

1797. 

Hitchcock, Enos. A New Year's Sermon deliver- 
ed at Providence, January 1, 1797. Providence, R. 
I., 1797. 

Lathrop, John. A discourse delivered at the Pub- 
lic Lecture [at Boston] on Thursdav, March 16, 

1797. Boston, 1797. 

Lathrop, Joseph. God's Challenge to Infidels to 
Defend their Cause, illustrated and applied in a Ser- 
mon, delivered in West Springfield, May 4, 1797. 
Being the day of General Fast. West Springfield, 
n.d. 

Tappan, David. A Sermon delivered before the 
Annual Convention of the Congregational Ministers 
of Massachusetts, in Boston, June 1, 1797. Boston, 
1797. 

Car5% Thomas. A Sermon delivered at Charles- 
town, July 23, 1797. ^ Charlestown, n. d. 

Strong, Nathan. A Sermon preached at [Hart- 
ford, Conn.] at the Annual Thanksgiving, Novem- 
ber 16th, 1797. Hartford, Conn., 1797. 

Kellog, Elijah. A Thanksgiving Sermon deliver- 
ed in Portland [Me.] November 30, 1797. Portland, 
[Me.] 1797. 

1798 

Tappan, David. A Discourse delivered. ..in... 
Boston, and.... Charlestown, on April 5, 1798. Being 
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the day of the Annnal Fast in. ..Massachusetts. 
Boston* 1798. 

Strong, Nathan. A Sermon preached on the State 
Fast, April 6th, 1798, [at Hartford, Conn.]. Hart- 
ford, Conn., 1798. 

Belknap, Jeremy. A sermon delivered [at Bos- 
ton] on the 9th of May, 1798, the day of the National 
Fast. . . Boston, 1798. 

Bradford, Alden. Two Sermons delivered in Wis- 
casset (Pownelborongh) [Me.], on the 9th of May, 
1798. Wiscasset, [Me.] 1798. 

Emmons, Nathaniel. A Discourse delivered May 
9, 1798 [at Franklin] . . . Wrentham. 1798. Reprint- 
ed, Newburyport, n. d. 

Harris, Thaddens ^(ason. A Sermon preached in 
Milton. . .and at Dorchester. . . [on] the 9th of May, 
1798... Boston, 1798. 

Kirkland,. John Thornton. A Sermon delivered 
on the 9th of May, 1798 [at Boston] . . .Boston, 179& 

McKeen, Joseph. Two discourses delivered at 
Beverly. . .May 9, 1798. Salem, 1798. 

Morse, Jedidiah. A Sermon delivered., .in Bos- 
ton, .and in. . . Charlestown, May 9th, 1798. . . Bos- 
ton, 1798. 

Osgood, David. Some Facts evincive of the athe- 
istical, anarchical, and in olher respects, immoral 
Principles of the French Republicans, stated in a 
Sermon delivered [at Medford] on the 9th of May, 
1798.... Boston, 1798. 

Porter, Eliphalet A Discourse delivered at 
Brookline. . .and at. ..Roxbury. ..[on] the 9th of 
May, 1798... Boston, 1798. 

Prince, John. A Discourse delivered at Salem. . . 
May 9, 1798. . . Salem, 1798. 

Thayer, John. A Discourse delivered. ..in Bos- 
ton on the 9th of May, 1798. . . Boston, 1798. 

Wilder, John. A Discourse delivered [at Attle- 
borough] May 9, 1798. . . Wrentham, 1798. 



Digitized by 



Google 






Osgood, David. A Discourse delivered before the 
Annual Convention of the Congregational Ministers 
. . .in Boston, May 31, 1798. Boston, 1798. 

Dwight, Timothy. A Discourse delivered at New 
Haven, July 4th, 1798. New Haven, 1798. 

Kirkland, John T. An Oration delivered at the 
Bequest of the Society of Phi Beta Kappa, in the 
chapel of Harvard College, July 19, 1798. Boston, 
1798. 

Abbot, Abiel. A Memorial of Divine Benefits. In 
a Sermon, delivered at Exeter, on the 15th, and at 
Haverhill, on the 29th of November, 1798, days of 
Public Thanksgiving, in New Hampshire and Massa- 
chusetts. Haverhill, 1798. 

Buckminster, Joseph. A discourse delivered. . .in 
Portsmouth [N. H.] November 15, 1798... Ports- 
mouth, N. H. 1798. 

Gray, Robert. A Discourse delivered in Dover 
[N. H.] November 15th, 1798. Dover, N. H. 1798. 

M'Farland, Asa. A Sermon delivered at Concord, 
New Hampshire. . .November 15, 1798. Concord, N. 
H. 1798. 

AUyn, John. A Sermon delivered at Duxbury 
on the 29th of November, 1798, the day of Public 
Thanksgiving in. . .Massachusetts. Boston, 1798. 

Camp, Samuel. . .A Discourse delivered at Bidge- 
way, [Conn.] on the day of Public Thanksgiving; 
November 29, 1798. Danbury, Conn., 1799. 

Cumings, Henry. A Sermon preached at Bil- 
lerica, November 29, 1798. . . Boston, 1798. 

Eckley, Joseph. A Discourse delivered [at Bos- 
ton] on... November 29, 1798. Boston, 1798. 

French, Jonathan. A Sermon delivered [at And- 
* over] on... November 29, 1798... Andover, 1798. 

Messer, Asa. A Discourse delivered on... the 
29th of November, 1798, at. . .Behoboth. Provi- 
dence, B. I. n. d. 
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Morse, Jedidiak A Sermon preached at Charles- 
town, November 29, 1798. . . Boston, 1798. Worces- 
ter, 1799. 

Spring, SamueL A Thanksgiving Sermon, preach- 
ed [at Newburyport] November 29, 1798. Newbnry- 
port, 1798. 

Strong, Nathan. ... A Sermon preached [at Hart- 
ford] on the State Thank^iving, Nov. 29, 1798. 
Hartford, 1798. 

Taylor, John. A Sermon delivered... at Deer- 
field; Nov. 29, 1798. Greenfield, n. d. 

Lathrop, Joseph. A Sermon on the Dangers of 
the Times from Infidelity and Immorality and espe- 
cially from a lately discovered Conspiracy against 
Beligion and Oovemment... [Delivered at West- 
Springfield and afterward at Springfield.] Spring- 
field, 1798. 

1799. 

Miller, Samuel. A Sermon delivered February 5, 
1799 ; recommended by the Clergy of the City of New 
York, to be observed as a day of Thanksgiving, 
Humiliation and Prayer, on account of the removal 
of [the Yellow Fever] . . . New York, 1799. 

Dana, Daniel. Sermons on John VI:29 and Ep- 
hesians IV:30 delivered. ..March 24th, 1799, [at 
Newburyport]. Newburyport, 1800. 

Baldwin, Thomas. A Sermon, on... .April 2, 1799, 
at a Quarterly Meeting of several Churches for Spe- 
cial Prayer, [at Boston]. Boston, 1799. 

Frisbie, Levi. The Nature and Effects of the 

Works of Darkness Detected and Displayed in two 

Discourses, delivered at. ..Ipswich, April 4, 1799, 

I on the Anniversary Fast Day throughout. . .Massa- 

I chusetts. Newburyport, 1799. 

Woods, Leonard. Two Sermons on Profane 
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Swearing, delivered [at Newbury], April 4, 1799. 
Newburyport, 1799. 

Packard, Hezekiah. Federal Republicanism Dis- 
played in Two Discourses preached [April 4] . . . at 
Chelmsford, and on [April 25] the day of the Na- 
tional Fast at Concord. . .1799. Boston, 1799. 

Cummings, Abraham. The present Times peril- 
ous. A Sermon preached at Sullivan, [Me.]... 
April 25, 1799. Castine, [Me.] n. d.. 

Cutler, Manasseh. A Sermon delivered at Hamil- 
ton. ..April 25, 1799. .. Salem, 1799^ 
L Dana, Daniel. Two Sermons delivered April 25, 
1799 [at Newburyport] . . . Newburyport, 1799. 

Dana, Joseph. The Duty and Reward of loving 
our Country and seeking it's Prosperity. A Dis- 
course delivered. . .April 25th, 1799. Boston, 1799. 

Emmons, Nathaniel. A Discourse delivered [at 
Franklin] April 25, 1799. Wrentham, 1799. 

Oillet, Eliphalet. A Discourse delivered at Hal- 
lowell, [Me.] April 25, 1799... Hallowell, [Me.] 
1799. 

Holmes, Abiel. A Sermon preached at. . .Boston, 
and at Cambridge, April 25, 1799. . . Boston, 1799. 

Lathrop, John. Patriotism and Religion. A Ser- 
mon preached [at Boston] on the 25th of April, 1799 
. . . Boston, 1799. 

Morse, Jedidiah. A Sermon Exhibiting the Pres- 
ent Dangers, and Consequent Duties of the Citizens 
of the United States. Delivered at Charlestown, 
April 25, 1799. Charlestown, 1799, [Love: Fast 
and Thanksgiving Days of New England, p. 571, 
says: reprinted at Hartford, 1799. New York, 1799.] 

Osgood, David. The Devil let Loose, or The Wo 
occasioned to the Inhabitants of the Earth by his 
wrathful appearance among them, illustrated in a 
Discourse delivered. . . [at Medford] April 25, 1799. 
Boston, 1799. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



— 


, 


>,_ ^ 
















- 






1 














^^ 








m^m^ 




1 








^■■^ 






""^^ 
















SOS 

stone, Eliab. A Disoourse delivered at Beading^ 
....April 25, 1799. Boston, 1799. 

Weld, Ezra. A Discourse delivered [at Brun- 
tree], April 25, 1799. . .Boston, 1799. 

Harris, William. A Sermon. . .in Boston, before 
the Annual Convention of the Protestant Episcopal 
church in Massachusetts. . .20th of May 1799. Bos- 
ton, 1799. 

Forbes, EIL The inoffoisive Ministry described 
in a Sermon, delivered before the Convention of the 
Clergy of Massachusetts in Boston, May 30, 1799. 
Charlestown, 1799. 

Parish, Thomas. A Discourse Delivered at Med- 
field. . .July 4, 1799. Dedham, 1799. 

Morse, Jedediah. An Address to the Students at 
Phillips Academy. . .July 9, 1799. Charlestown, 
1799. 

Woods, LfConard. A Contrast between the Effects 
of Religion and the Effects of Atheism. . .delivered 
at... Harvard University. . .July 17th, 1799. Bos- 
ton, 1799. 

Mellen, John. A Discourse on Natural Religion 
delivered in the Chapel of Harvard Collie, Septem- 
ber 4th, 1799. Boston, 1799. 

Abbott, Abiel... A Sermon delivered at Haver- 
hill on the Twenty-eighth of November, 1799, the 
day of Anniversary Thanksgiving. Haverhill, 1799. 

Eaton, Peter. A Sermon preached at Boxford, 
November 28, 1799. . .Haverhill, 1799. 

Sumner, Joseph. A Sermon preached at Shrews- 
bury, November 28, 1799. . . Brookfield, 180a 
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OommotlMM B«f ert Bhajt* BsWlUoa. 

GrsTe troQblet of a lawleM and danceroos kind were being excited ta Hanp- 
shlre coontjr especlallj. Led bj an unfrocked minister, one Samnel Kljr, a toibo- 
lent fellow, whoee life was psHed In opposing antborlty. (In 1796 be la la IfaJna 
exciting rloU) a mob on April 18. 1782, attempted to break op tbe alttlnga oC 
tbe Supreme Judicial Court and tbe Court of Common Pleas at Nortbamptoo. 
Holland: Hist, of Western Mass., 1:231. Tbe ring leader. El/, waa arretted 
and pUced In jail at Springfield. A mob released blm. Tbe leaden of this 
riotoua proceeding were lodged la tbe Northampton goal. On June 15tb, anotbcr 
lawless gatberlng to tbe number of 300 assembled at Hatlleld demanding tbe 
release of tbe rioters locked up la Northampton. After a parlej tbe demanda 
were complied with. Conn. Courant, June 23, 1782; Ind. Oasette, Julj 20, 1T82. 
from the Springfield and Northampton AdTortlser; Coon. Jonxnal, June 27, 1782. 
The Tories were accused of being at the bottom of these outbreaks. Rejal 
Oasette, June 2^ 1782. To quiet these turbulent proceedlnga tbe legialatare 
appointed a committee to proceed to the disaffected part of tbe state. Inquire 
Into tbe griCTances and pacify tbe uueaaj feelings. Wells: S. Adama, 1I1:159- 
163. Tills attempt was onlj temporarily successful. 

Tbe next year. May 20tb, another attack was made at Springfield on the 
courts. But the rioters were well hustled by the law abiding, and tbe ring 
leaders, with broken beads, were Jailed. Conn. Gasette, June 6. 1783. Ind. 
Gaaette, June 4, 1783; Conn. Journal, Aug. 27, Sept. 8, 1783, which chroni- 
cles more riotoua proceedings at Norihampton. D. SeweU to 8. Adama, .Wor- 
cester, Oct. 15. 17S3: '*Last year the court were directed to bold a Seasloo 
at Berkshire principally, as waa supposed, on Account of some Riots, that 
had then been lately Committed there... At this Term a Number. .of the 
Bioters came la and plead Guilty.. one Major Thomas Lusk acquainted the Govt 
that he obtained a atatute pardon. Those who pled Guilty this Term, desired 
that Sentence upon them might be suspended until next Term, that tbej 
might.. hare Opportunity of applying for a Pardon which they bad reason to 
expect to succeed In. S. Adams Mss. N. Y. Public Library; Salem Gasette, 
Oct. 24. 1782. D. SeweU to S. Adams, Springfield, Sept. 26. 1783: ''Tha 
Peace of these Western Counties win be greatly aided by tbe Stability, Jk Atten- 
tion, .of the Court.. more than thirty Rioters were cooTlctcd by Verdicts at 
Worcester said many more remained to be noticed.. Tbe Grand Jury..b«^Te a great * 
deal of prerlous matter before 'em.." S. Adams Mss. K. T. Public LIbraij. 
CooTentlons. as mlcht be expected, were held at Hatfield, Oct. 20, and Deer- 
field. Sept. 20, 1782; In Worcester County on April 14 adjourned to May 14. 
Lincoln: Hist, of Worcester, p. 81. 

The prcTloos year couTentlons did meet or were expected to meet at Sbutes- 
bury, Jan. 30tb: Hatfield, tbe first Tuesday in April; at Worcester, April 
9th, adjourned to May 14tb and then to August (26 towns were represented 
Stowe: Hist, of Hubbardston, p. 55), and again In Hatfield, probably bj 
adjournment In late August or early September. Hampshire County enjoyed 
tbese nio<*tlnfrs tbe next year (1783) at Hatfield. March 19. Oct. 20; Had- 
ley. March 25. April 15. 16. 17. [8. Judd Mss. notes In Forbes Ubrary, 
Northampton. Mass.] and at Springfield tbe second Wednesday of June. Crafts: 
Hist, of Wbately, p. 235. In 1784 tbe oooTentlon ferer bad begun to arooaa 
Worcester and Middlesex counties. CouTentlons held at Worcester, March 8, 
April 20. Tbe latter drafted a petition and list of grteTsnees which was sent 
to tbe legislature. N. Y. Gasette. AprU 14. 1784; Haywood: Hist, of West- 
minster, p. 104: Stowe: lUst. of Hubbardston. p. 55. When, bowerer, tbis 
towns of Wrentham and Medway circulated a letter calling for a couaty co«- 
rontlon. Boston emphatically dlsapprorod. U. S. Chronicle, Mareb 25, 1784. 
Ind. Gasette, April 17, 1784. A conrention was also held at Concord. Draka: 
Hist, of Middlesex Co., 1:302; Ind. Ledger and Am. Ad. April 12, 1784. In tba 
Pa. Mercury for Sept. 24. 1784. there Is a communication depicting Tlrldly tbs 
distress prcTSlent In Western Msssachusetts. For tbe third time an attempt la 
made to break up tbe court at Springfield. The militia turned ont la forca 
on this occsftton (Oct. 5) and prerented trouble. Boston Gasette, Oct. U, 1TB4; 
Conn. Journal, Oct. 20, 1784. 

Tbe next year Boston experienced commotions. Owing to tbe depression 
In trade and tbe fact that what trade there was had fallen Into the baada 
of British factors, opposltloa srooe. Oa AprU 13th, 1785, an Inflasamatoty 
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AddreM to tb* people signed If "Joyco. Job./* cooaoelled vloleafeo 
theao OtoozkMU Intniden. Pa. Packet, May H* 1783. TIm nest daj 
Ins was heM at tho Green Dragon — ^tbo taTcm for tbt dcmocratlcallj In- 
dlncd— lif tho Boston merchants. Ibid, Maj 14. 1785. On tbo Itth n mi^ 
destroyed scrcral chariots Imported from England. IMd. Jano 17, 1788. Thto 
fashion of considering grleranccs in aascmblageo spread aa far aa Matosu 
D. Brooks to Knox, Medford. Dec. 25. 1785. Kaos Msa. XY1II:120: '"Onr 
friend Pntnam has Jnst arrired from the eastward. He informs me of the grtet 
uneaslnces existing among the people [tlicre]... below PenobecoC [thcj] hae» 
recent!/ set on foot a memorial to the Legielatnre praying for n ledttaa of 
grierancei.'* 

By some strsnge coincidence a peaceable conTcntion [gathered accocdtng to 
the article of the Bill of Bights of the Maaaachnaetta Charter oC IT 
wherein **the people hare a right in an orderly and peaceable ■ 
assemble to consult open the common good: Giro instmctlons to their i 
tlTcs: and to request of the legislatlTo body, bar the way of addrc 
or remonstrances, redress of the wrongs done them, and of grlerancea thcf anff- 
fer.*' Poor: Constitntiona. 1:»57. Art. III. of Pt. I.] did result In the Utter halt 
year of 1780 almost Inrartably In disorder rather than order. In appeal mstw 
often to mob rule than by petition to the legislatnre. B. g. The Batfldd «an- 
rentlon sat from Aug. 22d to the 25th; the Leicester conrention met by a«- 
joniament Aug. 15th. 16th. 17th. Ind. Gasette. Sept. 9, 178tt. FIto Middlesex 
towns came together June 29th, adjourning to Aug. 23d. Am. Jk GbarlentowB 
Becorder A Advertiser, July 29, 1780. At Lenox, a similar gathering waa held tte 
last of August, while twenty towns of Middlesex County met at Concord, Aug. 
23d. Ind. Gssette, Sept. 25, 1780. Then riots, in Qnick sn cce ss l qn broke out. 
learing only Suffolk (Boston), Essex, Plymouth. Dukes and Nantucket (the amaB 
Island county) and Maine outwardly quiet. The Worcester county cooTcntlon wan 
held Sept. 20th. Ibid, Oct. 23. 178Qw During October aU the Bristol Osnnty 
towns sare one met and forwarded a petition to the legialatnre; Minot, p. SI 
The same was done by 41 ton-ns of Worcester County; Centlnel, Oct. 14, 1788; 
and by 18 of Middlesex; Drake. Hist, of Middlesex County. 1:382. Oonntr 
conTentlons w«« not the only steps taken. This Worcester conTcntion re c e l Tei 
a delegate from the Bristol meeting, snd appointed a committee to correspond 
with other counties. Manifestly mstters began to look serious, for that moni 
effeetlTO Rerolutlonary machineiT, Committeea of Correspondence, waa being 
put into working order again. Minot. p. 53. CoL Bonney of Hadley the aame 
month invited delegates to meet him, oTldently in response to the Woreestsff 
committee. Ind. Gasette. Not. 20, 1780. A couTention was held eaily In Noeember 
at Hadley. Centlnel, Not. 11, 1780. And a couTentloo, at which Hnmp^hlrt 
and Bristol Counties were represented, sat at Worcester, Koe. 19>23. N. T. 
Gasette, Nov. 30, Dec. 7, 1780. 

The last convention of all aeems to be the one held at Hatfield, Jan. dtk, 
which was adjourned to March 3rd. Centlnel, Jan. 17, 1787. Tlie foOowlnc 
letter describee from a hostile standpoint the canae and effect of a county 
convention of thU period. D. Sewall to G. Thatcher, York, [Me.] Oct. 1% 
1780: **the. ..small Politicians. ..stir up a County Convention and by Trumpet- 
ing lies from Town to Town get one ceilectcd and conaisting of Peiau n a off 
smnll Abilities— of little or no property, embarrassed In their Clrcnmstancea 
snd of no great Integrity— end the Geniouscs vainly conceiving they are con^ 
potent to regulate the affair of the State— make aome hasty incoherent Bcoriven, 
and these end in Sedition Riot and BebeUion." Hist. Mag., ToL ▼!., 2nd ncr.* 
p. 857. 

APPENDIX B. 
Sknya' Rebellion. 

An outline will tend to show what a dangerous uprising this so-called BcbdilSB 
really was. On July 2d. 1780. a paper was circulated in Bristol County plcdgfnff 
the signer's fortune— snd life even— to prevent the sitting of the Court of Ooni- 
mon Session. ln«l. Gasette. Aug. 20. 1780. On Aug. 29th, 1788, the Northamp- 
ton Riots occurred m-hlch stopped the Courts. Germantown Zeitung, Septt. It. 
1780. The next week 300 rioters stopped the courts at Worcester. Minot, p, 
28. Sept. 2d, Gov. Bbwdoin Issued a proclamation againat the tlotcrik pL 
Packet. Sept. 12. 1780. Sept. 10th. 11th, Great Barrington RIota. The cenrta 
stopped by 800 Insurgents. New Haven Gasette. Sept. 28, 1780. Sept. 11th* 
12th, Concord riots. A mob of 800 stopped the coorta. N. J. Oaiatto. Oet. S» 
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1786. Sept. 11th, th« courU tt Taonton protected hj Gen. Cobb. Mllltla at 
flrat Bunbered only 100 men, later 800, while the mob had aboat 400. Freemao'a 
Jonnial, Sept. 27, 1780u Sept. 82d, the eoorta at Charlestown held imdcr the 
protection of two companies of artlllcrj with acTeral companies under marchlnc 
ocdera. Pa. Packet, Oct. 8, 1780. To protect the courts at Sprinfffleld, 120 
mUltla ordered ont. The next day Insarscnta gathered, but Northampton mllltU 
reached Springfield. Sept. 23th. Both sides Increased to 300. On the 20th, the 
nnmbers had doobled, and on the 28th the insnrgents had from 1,200 to 2,000, 
whUe the mlUtla were OuO to 800. The coort though protected did no boslneea, 
and prudeotlj decided not to proceed to Berkahlre. Mlnot, pp. 47-9. In anticipa- 
tion of the October session of the Supreme Judicial Coort at Great Barrlngtoa, 
a mob aasemblcd but the learned Judges did not appear, being minded not to 
run unnecessarx risks. Pa. Packet, Oct. 20, 1780. A general gaol dellTery 
determined upon bar Uzbrldge patriots on Oct. 0th, was preTented by Worcester 
citlsens. K. Y. Gasette. Oct. 10, 1780. An attempt to steal the cannon on 
DorcheHter Heights frustrated. Pa. Packet, Oct. 20. 1780. Ou Oct. 21th, 2Sth, 
although a mob appeared the courts were protected. Centlnel. Oct. 28, 1780; 
End. Gasette, Not. 20. 1786. Finally the Slot Act was passed Oct. 20th, ly 
the legislature conrened In extra sesstoo. Centlnel, Not. 1, 1786. 

The first Tlgorous action of the state now occurred on Not. 1st, when the coort 
was held at Cambridge guanled by 2,000 troo|w, commanded by Ma). Gen. Brooks. 
A rcTlew was held at which the gOTemor was prenent. Centlnel, Not. 4, 1786. 
So general was the alarm that Boston took precautions against attacks. N. T. 
Gasette, Not. 18, 1780. It was again necessary to guard the courts at Taunton 
because of the presence of 200 rioters. Centlnel, Not. 15, 1786. A grand 
conTentlon waa held at Worcester, Nor. 19th-23d, where eTen Hampshire and 
Bristol County delegates were present. N. Y. Gasette, Not. 30, Dec. 7, 1786. 
Continued until the 23rd because of the sitting of the courts on the 21st,. which 
was preTented. Centlnel, Not. 29. 1786. Their address is in Minot, p. 71-2. 
On Not. 27th, the Middlesex mobbers or regulstors aa they atyled themselee^^ 
Ibid, p. 71— asaembled at Concord, but dispersed. Ibid, p. 75. De«plte the 
orders Issued by Got. Bowdoln to the Uajor general to see that the militia be 
equipped and in readiness to march — ^Ibld, pp. 73-4 — the insurgents between Not. 
27th and Dec. 8th. gathered at Shrewsbury with Cambridge as their object 
point, 160 being under Shays, 200 under Day from Springfield and 500 being 
stationed at Rutland on Dec. 1st. N. Y. Journal. Dec. 20, 27, 1786. By the 
6th of December there were about 1.000 Insurgents billeted In the town of Wor- 
cester, where they behared pesceably. On the 9th they dispersed. Ind. Gasette, 
Dec. 26^ 27. Meanwhile the gOTcmment had broken up the malcontents In Middle- 
sex by seising the Icsders, Parker, Page and Sbattuck, and had appeased the 
riotvrs in Bristol county. (Minot, pp. 70-8) snd the courts at Cambridge were 
again protected by large bodies of troops. King: King. 1:197. A collision oc- 
curred at Northampton between dtlsena and insurgents. Pa. Packet, Jan. 1, 
1787. 

The action of Shays on Dec. 20th in stopping the court at Springfield was 
In ths eyes of the gOTemmoit the last straw. Ibid. Jan. 9, 1787. Got. 
Howdoln dispatched Gen. L4ncoln, who left Boston, Jan. 20th, In order to pro- 
tect ths courts St Worcester on the 28rd. Meanwhile the insurgents had been 
gsthering aboee Springfield luTestlng it on all sides except for the aouth 
road to Hartford. Day with 400 men held West Springfield. Ceotlnel, Jsn. 24, 

1787. Shays with 1.100 was posted east of Springfield on the Boston road. 
Parson commanded 400 stationed in the north parish of Springfield. To oppose 
tbiwe and guard the arsenal and the stonm. Gen. Sbefiard bad only aobut 400 
men. Gen. Knox had expressed a great deal of anxiety about ths safety of 
these goTemmeot stores (see Knox Mss, XIX :20. 28.). To seise these stores on 
Jan. 23th Shays sdTsnced, waa fired upon, lost three dead, one wounded and 
retreated In confusion to Ludlow. Mlnot. pp. 110-112. The next day 650 men 
under Wheeler left New Braintree to Join Shays. Centlnel. Feb. 8. 1787. In 
the CTcning of the same day the adTance guard of Gob. Lincoln's army—one 
regiment and tome caTalry reached Springfield. Shays retreated to Pclham 
and there entrenched himself. Lincoln followed and a parley enaoed. Feb. 
8d-4th the insurgents retreated to Peteraham, 1.500 atrong. At 8 P. M. Lincoln 
started In pursuit and after a remarkable march all night upon the high platean 
of that region In the teeth of a Uissard. reached Petersham early in ths morn- 
ing and surprlied and scattered the Insorgenta. Mlnot, pp. lSl-4. 

The serious opposition waa ended by this bold stroke. On Msrch Otb, e. g. ths 
courts were held st Northampton **wlthout the uaual Interruption.** Conn. Oonrant, 
March 12, 1787. By the fall ''ths late Discontents seemed to appear exceedingly 
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aaxloo*, and verr BMklni: ^rcat ^xntlimi ..to dladMnee not caXj the fffitt 
bvt tbe bark taxen.** Coaa. Gaiettc, t)ct. S. 1IS7. UoUtff4 bawla oT laif 
rrata were mH vlth aatl <ll«|icr»eil. aanallj vltlMM^ law; at StocMa tdra !€• 
dlspcTMd oa Jan. Zith. New IlaTcn Gaictte. Fc^ 19. ITST; at UMdlcAeU •• 
arer* wei»A, rest aeattered oa Jaa. SMk. Mteat, ppw 117-S; Watceator l aa u t j ' 
■coored 1v Usbt bonemea Jan. 28th. Centted. Feb. S. 1787. At Xorvfc^ 
Bridge lasorFvnta seised. lad. Gasette, Pcbw 18. 1787. At Xcv Bratetraa !»- 
sarseau scattered. Fa. Packet. Feb. 20. 1787: at Wcat Stockbrldc* 200 *lfca 
off; St Ad8ro« a patherlaft dispersed before Ge*. Pattersoa who vas i iinailBa 
ap the rebela («loce on Feb. 4th. the ledsUtara reinctaatly declared that m. 
rebeUloo existed. Fa. Packet. Feb. 17. 20. 1787) New Hdvca Gaactte. Feb. Uw 
1787. At Lee. oo Feb. 6th. 290 laaarrcato oppooed by 800 dtJacM !■ a htoa< 
Icsa encooatcr, Mlnot, p. 141. At Brooktdd 86 rebda eaptwcd. Orattocl. Fckw 
14. 1787. Feb. 10th. at WIIUanatovB, 14 rebda taken. 6 at Oaltaa. MImC pv^ 
144-9. Other baada seised. Pa. Gaiettc. Feb. 2d. 1787. Tb 
meat occurred at Bheflleid. The lasorgevta, retaforced bj "brokea m 
the wilds of New York state and Tenaoat stood thdr gnaad at 
flnaUy fled. leaTloff 2 dead. 80 Wfamded and 80 captored. Of the 
2 were killed. 1 woaaded. and 2 died tram fatlgao aad esEpoaare. Onttoci. 
March 7. 17S7; Mlaot, pp. 14»Trf>. Ulaor ootrarea take place after this far 
aeveral moaths. New HsTca Gaxette. April 16; 9. J. loaraal. April 29; P«. 
Jooraal. Maj 2. Jooe 20; Ceatloei, Maj 2; N. 1. Jonnal, laae IS; I»A. 
Gaxette. Jooe 16; Ud. looraal, Jaoe 18; Geotteel. Joae 23. 80. Jntj 4. 18, ITST. 
Attacks oo persons and propertT stlU contlnae lo the Berfcahlre. A 
ezdtcmeot occarred at Great Barrlactoa, Oct. 19th, when l osaif tata 
throngh the streets barrahine for Shajs aod were poraoed bj 
CentlDel, Kor. 17, 1787. See Appendix D. 

APPENDIX a 
The Election of 178T. 

A copj Is In the Maasachosetts Historical Soriety. A part of the accnaatloB 

la: '*Mr. H baa sank, altoicetber by his Dianlpatlon and FaOy. ana of tho 

fairest Estates. His ExtrsTSFsnce and Profcaslona are qalte promMal. and tho 
iBjnrloos effecta of his pcmlcloos example hare not jet quite levown oot oC 
Fashion. Altbonch the excesslTo Use of Articles of forelfn Ornament, and Drcaa. 
la aomewbat abated... Toe Seeds of the present Dneaalneaa were aown In tho 

Administration of Mr. H , and arlae mora fMae hia McsUgcnce. and Want 

of Abllltlea. while In OfBce than from any other CIrcnmatance.** See for a bIb- 
llar opinion 1. Tmmboll to Wastalncton. Lebanon, Ooon.. Oct. 28, 1788. Sparta: 
Corre sp ondence of tbe BeToIotloo. IV:238. All thia waa too near the troth 
to be at all acceptable to tbe people In ireneral. or relished by the frienda off 
the accused. In reply It waa argoed with great planalblllty and doahdeaa 
a fair amonnt of troth that 'the people will set more eaay nnder..cnaDCock*a] 
admlnlstrstlon; for It matters not ho W worthy the character af oor prcoent 
Ooremor may be.. If prcjndlce has blinded the eyes of the people, they win 
never be nnlted nndcr him.** Centlnel, March 28, 1787. See alao Kllham to 
King, (no date] King: KInir. 11:619. 

The accnaatlon that the fB«arfents are bosy electioneering for Hancock la made 
In the newspapers, e. g. Centlnel. March 24. 27. 1787. ThIa tale had been dicw- 
lated tbe month before, sksce **At Shrewsbory I fonnd n moat TOIatnooa Ho 
Inserting Itself . .that IKaacockJ A one of the )o<1gea of the Snpreme Conrt were 
the principal snpporters of Cbayaea [Shays]. Falsehood an daringly asserted 4k 
so caatlooslj InTented to min Hancock's pretentions, moat appear to all bat tba 
crednloos tbe wesk efforts of a weak party." J. Swan to Kwn, Porchea t er, Feh. 
28. 1787. Knox Mas. XZ:2. 

The belief that Hancock woold favor meaaorea favorable to tho debtar 
was largely held. For example J. Q. *Adam« writes, to John Adamew 
Jane 80. 1787: "Mr. Hancock waa again elected.. It la. .coodnded that ho woald 
faTor tender acta, paper correocy and all thoae meaaorea. which wonld glva tba 
•anetloo of the law to prtTate frand anu TlHalny.** Adama: Life In a Now 
England Town. 1787-1788. pp. 110-120. foot note. Soma mlagnlded friend aascrtad 
that Hancock'a **papalarity la catabllahed. and his name la eTar gratafnl In tts 
[Maaaachoaetu] rebeUtooa aons.** Am. Herald. March 17. 1787. 

The angry repUea by Hancock'a friends, are to be foond In (e. g.) Canttnel, 
March 81. 1787; Am. Herald. April 2. 1787. In a aqnib In tba farmar paper It 
was dererly retorted that If Hancock '*la belorcd by the o p peai w af gavars- 
I'Thla la not the aoly acandal that la drcnUtad"] It la not Ukdy that 
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Uktf win disturb this admlnlstratloD, and certalaly tta* frl^nda of peace and 
food order will not — .** In tbc latter iwper Hancock la balled aa **oar American 
Joahua," while Cato baraopiea the Totera In tbe followlnff perauaalTc atjlc: 
"be not duped by tbe artlflcea of tbe Salem Wiiard (Stephoa Hlnrlnaon]..rottr 
opponents lari]..men of propertr...To accomplish.. (**a change In our preaent 
Conatltutlon**] thej likewise bold out to you Mr. L[lncol]n as Lleutenant-Gor- 
emor. — ^Tbla oosht to alarm 70U. a military character In either of tbe first 
ofBcea la a further atcp to their arlatocratlcal plana.*' It would seem that 
Hancock and Adams bad become frlenda again within the past few months and 
tbe latter was held up as lIancock*a running mate. Maaa. Gase^te, March 27; 
1787; Ci^ntlnvl. March 28. 1787. The federaltsU In general wished Lincoln aa 
the lleutenant>gOTemor. 

Adams* adTocacj of rather aevera measures In Shaja* Rebellion waa atUl 
remembered. "Let the high If not passionate measures, taken by a certata 
bodj (tbe legislature cspt^dally the Sfuate of which Adama waa a member] 
of which he Is an active and Influential member decide; particularly the 
disqualifying a(c]t, which.. la repugnant to tbe constitution.. has. .embittered 
the mlniU of tliousands. and sent btradrcds out of the state. If. after this. If 
any doubt remalna. let tbe act which he 'originated, and pushed through the 
8[enat]e, to destroy tbe freedom of speech, decide what he Is now, and whether 
ha la not fitter for a Tenatian Doge than for the aecond Magistrate In a free 
repuhllck.'* Centlnel. March 31, 1787. While both Cnsblng and Lincoln are In 
nomination for lloutenant-gorernor there Is little attention paid to either. In 
reply to a puff for the former as faithful to both Hancock and Bowdoln (Cen- 
tlnel, March 21. 1787) an evident enemy Inquired "would be not be as likely 
faithfully to senre Daniel Sbays or Luke Day?" Ibid. March 21, 1787. See also 
Ibid, March 21, 1787. for tbe "standing army" accuaatlon. NeTerthelesa the 
Uonae on June 1st sent up two namea — ^Thomas Gushing and Nathaniel Gorham 
— to the Senate. Tbe latter unanlmoualy elected Cusblng. Mass. Gaaette, Jana 
6. 1787. Tlia reason for Lincoln's neglect Is explained In a letter from Knox 
to King, New York. June 8, 1787: "Notwithstanding the number of votes for 
Lincoln [0,707; Gushing had 10.107] Genl. Warren [Speaker of the House] 
maneuvered In anch a manner that his name waa not returned to tbe Senate..'* 
King: King, 1:222. 

In Worceater Gonnty (49 towns) Bowdoln carried not a single town— Ply- 
month, Bristol, Dukea and Nantucket, likewise. In the large county of Mid- 
dlcsex (40 towns) be carried but one. Tbe same Is true of Norfolk and the 
whole District of Maine. Barnstable and Essex gave him majorltlea In two 
towns each only. Ills strength In Hnmpslilre and Berkshire counties Is sur^ 
prlalng at first glance: Hampshire (ri8 town^ of which 53 returned votes) Han- 
cock carried 20. Bowdoln 19, Lincoln 7. Gorbam 1; Berkshire (24 towns. 21 
town votes returned, Cusblng carrying one) of tbe twenty towns left Hancock 
got 11, Bowdoln 9. This can be only explained on tbe acore that the disfran- 
^ ' ehlsing act 0|N«rat(^ to exclude a large nnmljcr of his adherents — the Insurgents — 

and that the rest of the peo|»le having suffered In these two counties much 
i more than In the rest of the state, were determined to continue In office If 

imsslblc a more vigorous governor. The election returns seems to liear out fully this 
j : disfranchisement. Tills year — 1787 — with a good deal of excitement the total 

I rote In I]amp«hlre waa 1.943: Berkshire. 899. The next year. 1788. with not 

ao much of a conteat [Total vote for governor, 1787, 24.588; 1788, 22,157] the 
v total In Ilampidilre was 3.000: Berkshire, 1.397. Further, both counties bad lost 

[' In iiopulatlon during these two years owing to tbe large number of persons who 

t had emigrated, especially on account of Shays* Rebellion. A letter of Lincoln 

to Knox. March 1. 1787. Is confirmatory: **The act Includes ao great a deacrlp- 
' \ tlon of persons, that.. many towns will be dlof ranch Ised. .will they not now 

! ' complain, and aay that we have cut them off from all hope of redress.. for wa 

have denied them a Representation In the Legislative body by whose Laws they 
must be governed... (tbe act] la Impolitic." Knox Mas.. XX:8. The Intention 
of the act Is displayed In a letter from Kllham to R. King. Jan. 2, 1787: 
The General Court "passed an act disqualifying all who have acted aa non- 
.' I commlasloned officers or prlvatea from holding any civil or military or town 

\ \ offlcea for a term, and conditioned also from being... electors la the cholca of 

I any of theae ofBcea. This we liope will be security against eorrnptlon In the 

. < approaching election.** King: King, 11:014. Nor was thta all a dead letter. 

^ From tbe complalnta It evidently operated among other reasons to drive out of 

the state hundreda of Inhabitants. See Blake: Hist, of Warwiek. p. 78., for 
it A reference to the Imprisonment of tbe town selectmen who bad nnlawfnlly 

I , been In ofllet. 
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APPBKDIX Dl 

Tk» Aftermatk aT Bhajt' BsMUm. 

A doleful Mmnd cones from Berkshire cooatj Job* 90tk: (See «■ 
wen to the Mms. Gaxette. Mar IL] "Depredetlou oa the propertr 
of those who anfortiuuteli' here heea frlcDde to gorerMieitt la theee < 
nlshtly oomBltted..fr«quentllx]..pcraMW..ere attacked and beatcB., 
poecd to. .a cirll war. The InforseiiU pluae thenaelvea o« haTtoc maaj f^liadli 
iB the goremment.*' Ceatlnel. Juie 90. 17S7. Letter from Stoekhrldicw JbIt 
7th: "There U little or ao ApprehensloB ef Dancer from aay pvhllck OpporitloB. . 
Some ahandoned and desperate Indlrldoals may.. perpetrate private thefts bbA 
rol»beriee..clTll aotborItT l^lll bare more]..aahitar7 effecta, thaa e smitaiT 
force." Am. llvrald. July IC. 1787. IAb Adminlstratioa paper,] OoL I^aaa 
the ofllcer 1b cfaarpe write* from NerthamptOB. Jolj 8: **eo mmaj aa 509 
I troops]., mlpht perhaps be onnecessary • • (hecaase of gooA"} prea p e ct of iBtcraal 
traiuiQlllt7..(and] from the Tii;llcace. .[of] Belehhorlag statea." Ccatiael. Ja^ 
18, 1787. The same paper contalas a IcttfV from Great Barrlartoa. lalj Ulk, 
ezpiestfing some hope for quiet bat asserting ^thcre was a pecatlar pto p tirtx 
In goTcrnmcDt's rpeolrlng to raise troope.** Letter of Aag. Sad: **Tha i 
from the count lea of Ilsrapshlre and Berkshire glTe mm great 
Ma)«. Gssette. Avg. 17, 17f?. The next day la the OentlaH la . 
opportune letter from a trarelter of Sprlngdeld who Snds that the eraCvhila 
warriors have beaten their spears Into pkragh-shares and praalug hooka aad ai* 
bnsllj engaged la raising bumper crops. The wsr srars Is aver. 

Farther the *«Ilsacock<nilaas'* complained: **A certain Jaata (coaslatlac «C 

thj Jesnlts) hare of late taken great liberties la their remarks oa oar bsv 

admiaistratioa..*' Centlael. Majr 12, 1787. la IbM. Uay S. thia *1aat»** Is 

threatened "with a seat on the GALLOWS, for speaklag dlsrespectfai «C mt 

Rnlers. by *the smaller sort of folka.* *' These src samples of the letters: 

"Our friends la this county [Hampshire] do not relish the pardsas latdy 

granted to the Traitors..! last week saw one of these miseresnts he had tke 

andaclty pnbllckly to say. that If Goremment DABED to haTs hang him. ha 

was sure they woold.** Ibid. May 19. 1787. from SprlngSeM. 'Sea also IhM. 

May 2. 1797. Extract of a letter from a western coanty. Oeattael, Jaaa St, 

1787: "The Days hare returned home In triumph, weartag their aids ams; 

and behsTlng Tery Insultingly as they pasaed along. In Siiort. tha mftssatss 

of the present administration hare rerersed the feelings of the people la tMa 

country." Another writer asserts: "They (the petltkma for pardoa] are nst 

dictated by the least degree of hnmlllty; they do Bot ackaowledgs tha JasUca 

of the sentence. Imt Imply strongly, that It will be daagerooa to haag any.. 

Some hare conjectured, that the plan of petitioning by the people at larg^ 

originated not far from the head af the State..'* (A reference ta tha Stnas 

House Club— see Am. Herald. Jan. 15. 1787 — an attack upon whom la msde la 

the Centlnel. Sept. 5. 1787. This was Hancock's "Kitchen Cabinet." Salllraa, 

active In this nnofflclal council is accused of Instigating this petitioning la 

order to curry favor with the liiMnrgents and to nppoae Hancock for gaieiau r 

next yesr. Centlnel. Sept. 22. 1787. SuNlvsn's reply Is In Ibid. Sept. 2S» 178T. 

He defended certain of the rrbels. With some sneh however he wss not la fSv« 

because of his large (la their eyes) salary. Mass. Gssetts, March S7. 17ST.] 

The above Is a part of a letter from Middlesex. Ceatlael, July 21, 17S7. An 

admirable example Is the reputed dialogns betwcea "lasargeata A aad B:" 

**We have many friend* In the Cabinet (of Hancock]... as tha offcaecs wcia 

committed under 'Jemmy's Administration,' [Dowdoln's] n Sg for yoar fssis 

..(Hsncock] was chose by as.. upon this tsBnn..of plsasiag Vlk** AM, 

Jnly 25. 1787. A violent communlcatloB Is Inserted in tha Hampshira Gaaetts, 

Oct. 10. 1787. by "Jnstltla:" "Need any stronger evideaca be addacad, thaa 

the late 'full aad free pardon* to traltnrs aaad mnrderers to prove that thtea 

Is an object pursuing by c«Ttaln men In power.. diametrically appsssd ta ths 

best Interest of the community. To the grief and chagrin af all good man.. 

This Influence. .well known In.. [Boston].. (whose) graad lBqalry..ls aaC, whst 

Is law? what says the constitution T bat how stsads tha Ihcnnanetor «C ths 

popnlsr opinion?" See also Centlnel. Jnly 11, 1787. 

Thero wss some considerable alarm by tha "better sort" aver tha dsctkas. 
For example the Massachosetta Gasette. May 18, flada that alx rcptassatatltM 
returned from Worcester county were kaowa to be actlva la coaaty coavsattaBi^ 
and tha American Herald adds thrss mors ta this list aC aadaslrahlsa. Iht 
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fonaer iMper Mccrt* tbat tb« senaton from Bristol oouotr aro of the tame sort. 
April a. 8cf> also Ceotlii«l. May 5. June 12, la; Mara. Gaiette. May 4, 1787. lo 
fact B. Ulchbora wrote to Knox, April 8, 1787: "the Senators generally 
choaen are a miserable aet and the good people are mnch alarmed at the com- 
plectlon of them.** Knox Msa. XX:44. J. Q. Adams wrote to John Adama, 
Inne 80, 1787: **there are Indeed aereral Seaatora and many BepreaentatlTea, 
who wonM ntlck at notbinir. A Wlllard. a Dmrr, a Whitney, and many 
othera..haTe openly esponaed the cause of treason and rebellion.'* Adams: 
LIfi* In a N. B. Town, pp. 119-120. foot note. Nererthele«a despite the fact 
tbat a motion was made and passed to remore the General Ooort oat of Boston^ 
and a committee appointed to find a place cboae Concord— their choice was re- 
jected and another attempt was made to leare wltbont permanent result.* Maaa. 
Gazette. June 18, 29, 1787. Yet "a motion.. mada a few days since; tbat a 
committee should be appointed to examine the merits of a paper currency.. [had] 
a majority of more than 60. eren against the committing of It.** Adama: 
Life In a M. B. Town. pp. 119-120, fbot note. StIU to the doae of the yeax'a 
existence of thla legislature **ln many Instancen they dlscoTered their old 
insurgent temper and principles..** Jackson to Knox, Boston. March IS, 17n, 
Knox Mas. XXIilOS. Oorbam (to Knox, March 19. 1788). writing of the elec- 
tion of 1788 saya: **bat such has been the critical situstloo In the leglalatura 
that a number of the good Frlenda thought the publication of them (The 
Bhode Island papers respecting her refusal to send delegates to the Constitu- 
tional conTeotion] had best be suspended until the Session was orer.." Knox 
Maa. XXI:172. See Lincoln to Washington, Boston, June 8. 1788. Sparks: 
Correspondence of the Kerolutlon. IV:223. What displeased the federalista 
capeclally waa their attempted reply to the OoTemor's addresa praising the 
Constitution. From a letter of Jackaon to Knox, March 10, 1788, It la learned 
that the Honse debated the matter two daya although the Senate approved 
of the ratification. Knox Msa. XXI:165. See Harding: Fed. ConstltutloiD In 
Maaa. pp. 110-118 for an account of this transaction and for the refusal of the 
Honse by a final Tote of 118 to 2 to concur with the Senate to haTe the address 
of the state Constitutional CouTentlon published tn accordance with the Tote 
of the Conroitloo. Tlie strongest cTldence Is presented by their Totlng oa 
March 7th by a majority of "about 11.. for pardoning, and restoring to the 
prlTllcges of a freeman, the famous Capt. Luke Daj who for some time paat 
had be«>n confined In the gaol In.. [Boston].** Gcntlnel. March 8, 1788. This was 
OTldently to Include Shays, Paraona. Ac., for the Senate non-concurred. IMd, 
AprO 2. Its purpose was to put an end to the trials by the courts of the Insur- 
gents who had been caught. Sliays and Parsons had escaped out of the state. 



APPENDIX B. 
Hanoock'a Bargain with the Fademliata. 

That the federallata did agree- to support Hancock at the ensuing election 
for gorernor Is proTed by the election returns. Except for 10 Totes, Boston waa 
unanimous for Hancock. Nor Is thla all the proof. While it Is smoothly 
aaaumcd (Amory: SuUlTaa. 1:224) that Hancock*s popularity **wa8 beyond their 
power to snbTcrt.** the future at that period was not such plain sailing. Han- 
cock had lo«t for the time being at least the support of the Insurgent party, 
(Jackaon to Knox, Boston. Feb. 8, 1788. Knox Mss. XLI:08.) and thla faction 
controlled the lower house at tbat time. Their TOte was a rery large factor 
in Hancock's supiiort at the prevlou* election. It was uncertain how far the 
defection bad gone. On the other hand the federalists were growing in strength 
with the aid of the Constitution, which. If adopted, would give them much 
glory and addi*d power. If both the Insurgent party and the federalists nom- 
inated candidates It would divide the anti-Hancock oppoaltlou It la true, but 
also undoobtedly give Hancock less than a majority. The election would 
therefore go to the General Coort. What chance would Hancock have in an 
Insurgent House and a Senate controlled by the federalists T Nor was the 
nnloa of • these two bodies upon a mutually acceptable candidate so impooalble, 
for while the federalists probably would never support Warren, Heath or Oeny, 
it Is quite In the line of possibility that Lincoln could have been elected. The 
latter was very popular, especially in the west for his humane conduct In Shaya' 
rebellion, and the Senate invariably carried ita candidate when n difference of 
opinion occurred. 
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At for bis pmPldratUl hopes tlM TPrtcst trro In politics vmU y e tcrtw 
that It wss necMMrj to tasTe the sapport of thst formldsbto bost cf aMUty 
and InAneiics which arrsjed Itself Ia sapport of tba OoMtltvtloB. Ksr Is 
there lacking (locomeiitarx eTldescs direct and tadlrect to profo tko ftet 
that a baivala of some sort was consamsftated betweea Hancock and tbe fodcr- 
allst leaders. What could be a stronccr proof that Haocoek'a tovctcfato 
enemies had recelred a Quid pro qno for their support, thsn a letter tnm 

' Trlstam Dalton to Feb. 3. 17SS: **GoTenior Hancock has hasardcd hta w fcsl o 

Intcrcsta to the support of the CoBstltotioo..We most, whether smci— ftil «r 
not, sapport his Interest. Are yoa wnilng that we shoold pledge T^anJ Do 
not say *I will be damned flrst. He shall never hare mj vote.* Win jm not 
If the Jodge [Greeoleaf], rarsooo and myeelf pledge onraclTcor* Bsoez tost. 
Hist. 0>U., XXXV:87-«. A letter of T. Dalton to S. Hooper. Boolon. Jn. SI. 
1T88. (Ibid. p. M) Is worded slgnUlcantlj : **We art not Idle by Night ni 

I>a7..aad sacrifice erery thing bet moral Honeetj to cany oar point.** WfeOo 

/ hinting at the bargain Is two letters <to Madison. Jan. 30; Feb. 8. 1TB8; 

King: King. 1:317-8) King cones oat flatfooted In a letter to Knox, nn tettannte 

frtcod and ardent federalist: **Hancock has comaalttcd himself In oar Cnso^ 

and win not deoert the canse — Yoo win be astonished, when yon see the Oat 

of names, that such an anion of men has taken place on this qneetlon. Bns- 

cock will hereafter receive the anlrersal snpiport of Bowdoln*8 f rt c nds ; amM 

we told him, that. If Tiiginia does not nnlte. which to ytohlemstlcnL ke in 

eeasidsred aa the only fair oaadidaU for President.'* King: Kl^. 1:319. After 

"the pnbllcatlon of the ''Letters of Lsco»'* where It wss nmndly asserted ttet 

Hancock promised his support In retom for a '"promise to sapport him la tte 

chair at the next election.** Gore writes to King. March 37. 1783: ^I ■■ 

perfectly In opinion with yon that the dlsckwore of anything relative to Mr. 

,.^. H*8 (Hancock's] conduct during the convention Is onjast, vngencrsas, Jk hIgMr 

I Impolltlck.'* King: King, 1:300. Other evidence Is la "aa Aatlfcderallat oqolh 

published In the Chrsniole of March 20. [1788] It Is Insinuated that the maa off 

the people* wss gained by holding out to him the oOce of vlee-presldeMt.** 

■ Quoted by Harding: Fed. Constitution In Mass. p^ 8T. ^ 

The manifest anxiety of the federalists to posh fer Lincoln as UentcnaBt* 
goveroor may well be owing to the fact that if Hancock la dected as i 
or vice president It would leave Lincoln as acting g ofernot aad with 
former out of the running, open the path for Lincola at the next election. 

While the coalition of Bowdoln's and Hancock's party put the 
ship out of danger, yet the Irreconcilable antlfederallsts pat terwaid 
bridge Gerry for governor and James Warren as Uentenant-govsmor. The latttr 
was nominated by a "large meeting of the antlfederallsts. .held last week at 
Dudley In Worcester County A resolved to send messengers Into every tovm 
la the counties of Worcester, Berkshire. Hampshire A BrIatsI i 
Gore to King. March 2. 1788. King: King. 1:323^. This "convention" 
In addition to a legislative caucus which "by a great majority of the i 
favored Gerry and Warren. The expiring legtalature was controlled by 
Insurgent-sntlfedersl proclivities. There was "a printed list forwarded on frosa 
our deputy at (the General] court.'"' Centlnel, Aprtl ft. 1788. A letter froa 
**0."— In Worceetcr County. In this letter esunty— os evidently in olhsm 
a fuU list of sute senators were pot In nomination by the aatlfedcrallsta. IhM, 
Aprtl 2, 1788. It U evldeat from the votes fur Uaeohi aad Adams that tha 
support for the lattci^-elnce It wss Suff^k and Mlddleees coauUeo which gnen 
Adama half his support—came largely from that democratle Anatla-Salltva« 
faction In Boston and vicinity (See Centlnel. Aprtt S. % 1788. tut certain tricfca 
attempted by Adam's supporters) so bitterly hostile to the Hlggtesan-erls t ocr atl c* 
conservstlve junto. (See the Oentinel, Msrch 28. 1788, for attacks on U neeln 
by the formei^-4m the score of the Clnclnnstl). Nothing could rscancUe thean 
two daas of mutually Implacable haters. From the end of the SevslatlsB 
throughout the existence of the Federalist party la Massachnsetto th^ pppesij 
each other on all questkms. 

The federalists were hopeful but doubtful aa to the ootroose. Gechaa 
(who was tslked of by some so-cslled federalists) (see a rlgotoaa letter off 
Gore to King, Boston, Msrch 2, 1788. King: King, 1:321.) writes to Knea: 
"some of our very good Friends think they are sore of bringing In .Ltncete 
provided the business is brought to a point between him Jk Gen. W(aircaJ 
—I hope they win not be disappointed— but I have my donbta..'* Charlca> 
town. March 18. 1788. Knox Men.. XZI:172. Jackonn writee to Kms. Boston, 
March 23. 1788: "the only difficulty Is that the rsdormUata wlU be divided 
with reepect to Mr. 8. Adams A Genl. Uncoln. this le what the oppoaHa 
party are aiming a^ aad are ladnstrloas to effect..Tho GeMral Oenft will rin 
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t tlili week to r1v« th« membera an opportiisltr to rcoch bono pr»Tloos to tbo 

( Cboico, It U tbe wish of the r«4«ralUtB that tbej muj bo detained hero vntfl 

' after tbe Election, bot tbej are too rvnntng for tbat, A are borrrlaff tbo boalneaa 

for that purpoae— '* Knox Maa., XTI:174. See alf>o Centinel. March 19. 1788. 



1. \ 
r '• 



AFFSMBZX r. 

Tha Treatment of Lincoln bj Haacoi^ 

Tet tbe election In excitable llotton pataed off with "the mont perfect cor^ 
dlalltjr and good hnmonr perTad(lnir]..eTerj' part." Hampshire Chronicle. April 
IS; Contlnel. April 8, 1788. This was nnoxpectcd becaase since the prertona aom- 
mer--besldes Lsco's bitter attack — there had been much agitation over Hancock*o 
treatment of Lincoln in refusing to appoint him Goremor of the Castle. "Hie 
canao of the controTersy la obscure. Ita political Importance Ilea In the fact 
that It resulted In the dWplacIng of Lincoln bjr Adams aa llontenant-gorernor In 
tbe apring of 1788. It looka as If It waa the beginning of another attempt of 
tbe federallsta— presuming on Lincoln's supposed great popularltj. but in which 
Ides they were destined to bt sorely disappointed — ^to supplant the goremor with 
the llontenant-goTprnor. At any rate their loud complaints, (which are riamor- 
ooa throogtaont the atate bg Aug. 1st. See Centlnel of that date) that Lincoln 
wan being badly treated In the matter of that appointment, may hare been 
wholly political. For It was aaserted that the goremor had determined not to appoint 
whomaoerer was elected to that sinecure. Amory (SulllTsn. 1:343) a<«*«Tta that 
Hancock not only "openly declared** this resolution but he eren Informal 8. 
Adama of his determination should he — Adama — be elected and that the latter 
acqulcaced. While Amory needs to hare corroboratlTC erldence on ct'>itroTer«lal 
polnta In this matter he Is backed op by a letter of C. Gore to R. King. Doston. 
March 2. 1788: "If Gorham pursues this object [the Ucutenant-goTemorshlp]. 
the emoluments of wh. will now be diminished..'* King: King, 1:324. Thia la 
a month before the election. In the same letter — and this la Important — ^It la 
said that "The Oorr. [Hancock] accedes to the racancy [Thomaa Coshlng tha 
llentenant'gorcmor had dlcil] being sapplle<l by Lincoln; this Is another point 
which ought to bo attended to by Mr. G[orham] and hia friends.** It Is only 
fair to aay that Amory's story Is dwelt upon at length In the Chronicle and the 
reply In the Centlnel of Aug. 9th Is that "when It Is considered that within a 
year of the time when this declaration is said to hare been made [to S. Adama] — 
hIa excellency.. con tlnne«l Gor. Cnsbing (I. e. the llnetenant-goremor of Massn- 
chttsetts 1780-1788] In this place, this apology. .[Is] not., reiy satisfactory." 
Whether simply caprlclonraea^ — for which Hancock was noted— or aplte, b^anso 
bla chancea for the presidency or rice prealdency had departed, mored him to 
deny the fees of the Castle Is an unsolred problem. On any score. It waa 
peculiarly mean becaoae Lincoln was without other material resourcea except 
aa member of the Council for which he recclred only a amall amount. Amoiy: 
SnlUran, 1:249. John Adams returned to Boston In June and his enthnalaatlc 
reception at that time (Centlnel. June 18, 21. 1788) may— with other Informatton 
--hare ahowa how utterly fallacloua Hancock's hopoe were. Still, he la mcB- 
Uoned In a letter fmm Philadelphia (Centlnel, Jnly 8. 1788. u Ibid, Aug. 2 and 
ta a Baltimore paper— ibid, Kor. 8. 1788) aa tbe probable candidate for tbo 
Tlce-prealdent; Solllran went on a mission to the South to obtain rotea for Ban> 
cock (Amory aaya towarda the close of 1788 or the beginning of 1789.) Amory: 
Solllran, 1:249. John Adama Is openly mentioned as a candidate for thac ofllco. 
Centlnel. Aug. 20, 1788. Tlila refusal of tbe goremor was considered aa a piece of 
Injtiatlce and loudly complained of. See Centlnel, Aug. 2, 9, 18, 1788. The 
General Court took the matter up on Korember 3rd. and a committee waa 
appointed "to conalder what prorlslon may be neceasary for the aupport of tbo 
Llent.-<3oTemor." Ibid. Kor. 5, 1788. The committee reported — Korember 12th — 
that the governor abould be Interrogated on this matter. After a Sgbt the 
recommendation was agreed to. 82 to 02. Hancock cannlly replied that by not 
appointing any one "there will be. .sared to the people a rery conalderablo ana., 
aannally".. Ibid, Norember 18, 1788. 

In January tbe legislature again took tbe matter op. On the 7th a coaa* 
mitteo was apiiolnted to consider tbe support of tbe Ueutenant*goreroor. On 
the 10th the committee reported for a £300 aalary. It waa kwt by n 
rqte of 181 to 100. Ibid, Jan. 10. 14, 17. 1789. rtaally a motloB waa 
paaaed by a majority of fonr that a salary be granted, motlooa for £800 and 
for £230 being lost, although the committee reported that tbe eaaoln^ 
menta from the Caatla had amounted on an arerage to £320 and whca 
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COMMtv« VM IvUk t» £3M. IMd. Ja«. ». ITM. TimmOf «■ Ok Stai £Mi 
WM gnnttd, IMl. Jan. St. ITSii Tlite vas ivdacvd to £U0 the Bert y«aK. 
IMd. Joe IS. ITM. McuwIiUe the fnircr«« ande lilmM>ir |«|Mlar «■!■ W 
■tenter • bfU ivdwtac kto o«« saUtr t» £880. IhM, FAl 18w ITW. 
aMe m«lt oC thl» poclwr was to tx Baaceck matv »tvoBi:lj te the aSti 
the pcoiile. ▲ ft - wi r e vhlch practlcallr it i —i »d the gtmwwBt vaa 
hr ft twte or fO to S7. IMd. Fch. 11. 1798L it was hardly cioantli^ 
f««WralUts to rniparp thcoe "Thtrtj-trtm Wovthlre** to the •^taaottal 
TVUe" te theee **crl^ii« tides'* <lbld.> for thry clearly pewelTed that WUm- 
o«ek totf««fod to '-efarate'* Mr. Atlamn. vhow aa they mainAed htea. **haa h iiU o 
fare oard all hia teiotage to o|)|«o*ltloa to [htai]...aBd rrprr«nt«4 his to tte 
Boat odkma coloara. to potat of abUIty aad totci:rlty. U this la a Jwt iifiima 
tattoo noat we oat fed that oor prvteodcd Aacrleam Cato..haa howad the taaao 
to Caaaar? aod what aoat we say. whc* we ate tcdd that Caeaar...pracCleea 
■iany antflrce to faT«ar..Cato*'? Ibid. Jaa. 10. 1780. There la a» cxcdlaft 
sal tie oo the **«tar Chamber** te IbM. Feh. 17. Ii8». IWa was appomtly a 
cotviie oT denkocmta to the loclslatare who auaascd afTaira there. T¥e StoBO 
Uooae Cloh waa likewise compoaed oT devoerata or repoblkaas, wte were tfeo 
tatiauites of Haacork. See the Maas. Gaaette. March 14. 1768w 





CIrle Feasto aad Other gatraragmacea. 

la the Centlael. Jaa. SX 1793. there N aa acroaat of the lerrat 
**Ctrle Feasts'* to Charlcstowa. Watertowa. Roxbory. aad other towaa. 
alao Hasea: Amerleaa Opinloo of the Frearh Kercilatloo, Joha Hopklaa 
XTI: pp. 165-171: SalllTan: Fanilllar Lettera. ft. S7. A discvrdaat aate i 
"from a late IlartforA paper.'* **We are told that at a nilrhty eMc fei 
equality to Boatoa, some little dlrttaetloa waa i^ we rye d by rdactec citlara i 
oaa and aa^ a oae at the head of the taMe to the hall., aad sprradlac a 
eat 9t daora. .for fellew dtixeaa of the rabble. .Bat to be coaalsteat let 
nianeock] and CItlxen Aldaros] tie Moated at the table eheek by Jowl with i 
ctttzea batcher aad cItUen oystrr-maa.** Onttnel. Feb. •. 17M. This ttatciBal 
hanncmy aeema to hare en«1ctl te a sll|:bt ebollltlea of democratic aprear i 
siDce they **destmyed the benchee prorlded far their acconimodatlciB, tore tke 
poor ox piece-meal, brt^e the plates, aad scatti<red the mingled frarmenta 
beef aad earlkenware. la every dtrectlmi. to the destm^tloa of the aeliAibacft 
windows. .The bead of the aalmal was thea fixed, .oa the pole of LIBCItTT..It 
remained nntfl the fate of the nafortnaate Lovia waa aaaoaaccd, whea It 
seen la nKmmtes. .by some was. .strlppeil of Its *snlt of solemn bto^k.* 
rerenire. .tboae who had fumlnhetl the monmteir Icrelled the sacred tree of !!¥• 
erty to the rrtMind..Tbe pole was ap— and down — and ap afeate..whllat 
head.. waa coarerted toto a poach-bow1..by the deaM»mitle society..** F^A. 
Orrery. May 4, 1790. 

In soeeeedlnir years fea«ts wcv^ atm held, bat they were diattoctlj 
political rejolcteca. aad as sach were participated to by the ivp^hUcaaa 
only. E. c to September. 171^*. "was celebrated the epoch of the aholltlsa aC 
Monarchy, and of the establlahmeat of the Repablic of Fraace. Tha Oawa aC 
the Pay waa welcomed te by a dt«cliarm of fniaa from the 
the Caatla. aad by the rtefflng of aU the bdla te town. At 
waa fdrsBed-.The IHaaer waa alao hooored. by the compaay of Hta 
Goremor Adima.'* Mass. Mercary. Kept. 2S, 1703. Earlier that year a **Fra- 
temal FeaM'* waa held at Boston to amrk the **]ate lelarloaa aac c t aa ta «r 
Fraace, and the rratoratloa of the llberttea of oar alllaa the dtlacaa of I 
The Gorcraor (AdaaM] attended.'* lad. Ch.. AprtI «. 17S5. There la 
(te Ibid. April Sii) of a **C1tIc Feast** held at Readlnc on the l(Mh T 
ptentlnit of n Liberty Tree aad the slnslnc af the "Maraelltoto Byasa by a 
choir.'* Sach towa coadnct la almost aalqae at thla late date. 

The anc Festlral projected for 1794 feU throaieh. probably becaaae that pn r la aa 
pleaslniE naaalmlty had been nnfca^naately displaced by Thdeat raacor the year 
before. Ceatteel. March 19. 26. 17M. However the **Fa11 of the BaatUe** va»- 
celebrated oa Jnly 14th by a procesahm aad a dinner. IMd. Jaly Id, 17M. With 
the srowth of party feellnir theae "clyfe feaaU" became "mere cactoea of party** 
and were conse^neatly conteaued by the federallato aad deaeribed aa iMra draakA-^ 
oryhps of the rabMe. See aeeonnt of a Ctric Fea«it. AprU «, 17SS. te Korthaaiptaa^ 
Uampahlre Gaaette. April 8, 17»3. A deacrtptlaa of each te the Oeattod. April 
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S7, 1797, Is typical: **Th« rapid dccllD« of the Frenck pftrtr..lt notrbere m 
■tronplj manifest ■■ at tbe dTte feasts, still ridlcaloafly kept op. .In *M and 
MftS. .DO decent cbaracter except a few weak persons [attended].. In *00 and *97.. 
tbe. .guests.. dwIniUed down to a few. .Jacobins, and.. b|injEix_J™i°lKL*ol5L.^*PP7 
to pick up a dinner. .the late erfTintant~|(r6ceiislon..was properly a TiRTcoloured 
festtraU for It was sn appropriate assnrtment of wbltes. malattoea and negroes.*' 
Tbe extraTagances of the French adherents soon aroused ridicule In Massachu- 
setts, as tbe following **Republlcau** advertisement will show: **Cltlsen John 
Kdly.. bound to the subscriber. .bj a cl-devsnt obligation commonly called an 
Indenture. Inspired with the noble lore of LIB15RTY A EQUALITY.. (ran away). 
Any po<!H^Med of a aufflelent quantltjr of Antl-Republlcsnlsm to Intercept said 
Citizen Kelly.. shall be rewarded with a 4H pleee, bearing the Impression of that 
arrant aristoerat the King of Spain.'* Federal Spy. Feb. 20. 1793. In tbe South 
*'not ercn a Mr. Is sllowed to precede a name at the present day — While their 
sable fellow-creatures are frequently sd«lressed. .*Cltlsea CseMir,* or 'cltlsen Fom- 
pey. desn my boots.*.. but to hear the Auctioneer cry 'twenty pounds for CIttsen 
Alexander— who bids moreT seems to be carrying tbe joke too fsr In a free 
c-nnntry.*' Centlnel, Feb. 18, 1793. From Gaiette of tbe U. 8. See slso Maoa. 
^lercury. March 2, 1793; Federal Spy, Feb. 19. 1793; Hampshire Gasette. Jsn. SO, 
1793. Liberty Ttves and Liberty Poles were much In vogue among these wor- 
shippers of lllicrty In the ''fantastic French fashion.** A traveller notes "as I 
entered the town [ Newport, R. I.] I |i«*rcelTed a tree, fenced around with 
painted rails, and *Tree of Equality* Inncrlbetr* thereon. Pelt: Memorial! of 
W. S. Shaw. p. 24. These trees were the LomlMirdy poplar which **In tbe early 
part of the Frtmcb Revolution.. was planted at the entrance of every public 
bufltlln;.** Tudor: Life of James Otis. p. 223. note. "One such mark of 
res|icct shown to the Rev. clergy reflects more honor — and more fully demon- 
strates.. good sense, than wera ever, .exhibited by the deltfded Idolatcn of 
French massacres snd principles. In clrlc ox feost. csrmagnoles, chorrlse*. and 
rlff>raff processions.'* From the Centlnel. quoted In Contributions to tbe Eccle- 
siastical Hist, of Essex Co., p. lOi. For other bits of ridicule see Western Stsr, 
Oct. 29, 1794: esp. Mass. Spy, March 0. 1794, from the Vermont Gasette. 
It was considered a triumph for the rights of man and equality when a **freo 
Kegro Man** was chosen Town Clerk In EsHton. Pa. br • "decided majority.** 
Federal Spy. Aug. 0. 1703. See for another example of nonsense over French 
abstractlona the "Cap of Liberty" la Ibid, June 18. 1703. For the raptuous 
applause over the French constitution at tbe expense of thst of the Cnlted States 
see the Ind. Ch., S«iit. 3. 1703. and for a r«t>ly M*e the Fed. Orrery, Sept. 7, 1795. 



AFFEHDIZ H. 
Sermoaa Descoating on Lack of Religion. 

See e. g. Strons. C. I^enox. April .10. 170r.. (Stockbrldge. 1705]. pp. 25-6. 
French, J.. Haverhill, June 3. 1703 [Haverhill. 1795], p. 22. "The numerouo, 
and lncrea.<*tng ermrs. snd corruption of the word of God. with which the present 
period abounds.. " p. 31. *'A melancholy Isxness in religious aentlments and 
morels abounds." Gray. R.. IlsUowell [Me.] Oct. 21, 1705 [Boston. 1793]. p. 38; 
Bsckus. C. Wilmington. Vt. Oct. 29. 1793 (Rbston, 1793] "Remember that yoa 
ara set for the defease of the gospel; and live In a day, when not only Its doe- 
trlnen. but It* d'.vlnlty. Is ealletl In qucMtlon." p. 29; Emmons. N., Wardsborough, 
Tt., Nov. 4. 1795 [Rattleborougb. Vt.. 1797]. **never was there a time.. when 
this malignant dlspoHltlfm [opimsltlon to mlnl«ten«] wsa mora visible.. than.. 
[to]day. A..lnfldel spirit prevslln..** pp. 27-8: Elliot. J.. Milton, cire. 1790. «*lf 
mlnlstera sra men of virtue snd knowledge, they will be sble to stand against 
the scepticism of tbe present age.." p. 21. "As an order of men. tbe mInUten 
are not respect e«l..aa tbey «mce were.." p. 33. On p. 38 bt* refers to "the lawless 
multitudes, who are trying to extirpate the Institutions of Christianity..*'; 
Maccllntock. 8.. Hampton, N. II.. Feb. 22. 1797. I Portsmouth. N. H.. 1797], p. 1. 
Harris. T. M., Brookllne, Msrcb 15, 1797 [lloston, 1797] "la the present age of. . 
lufldellty, a general Imllffereoce to religion has spresd Its contagion through our 
churches." pp. :(4-5; Robbins. C.. Boylston. June 0. 1797 (Worcester. 1797.] **Ar- 
guments of general scepticism are placed befora tbe public In most engaging forma. 
Every seducing speculstlon finds an emission from the press.** pp. 88-4. Be* 
also pp. 11, 25; Palmer. S.. Rowley. June 7, 1797 (Dedham. 1797.] "Yoa 
enter, .uiioo the work of the ministry la a dark aad dlfllcult day; whea laAdeUty 
travails, Irrellgloa abouads, and the love of maaj has waxed cold..*' pw SS; 
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Emfms. J.. OnnTllto. Jniw «. 170T (SfirlvflrtC 1TO7.] |i. SO; 
Raby. N. H.. Oct. 11. 1797 (Aatafrat. K. H.. 17M.] p, 24; BIloC. J.^ llillM. lC«r. 
1. 17»7. (IkHtoa. 17»7] A dlMoune on lofldrllty vbA th* Attarka «a Chrt»- 
tUatty: Adams. M.. Mrdfray. loaa IS, 17B& [Dedhaa, 1796.] cap. pp. 1^1«: 
FUk#. A., Hamptoa-Falla. K. R. Ave. IS. 17M. CXewbviyport. ITML] pp. S^ 
I4-I.'i. 90. SS: 8tarT. I.. llamllt««. Ai«. IS. 17M. (telem. 1796^] *'Tm ate c»- 
rarlBjr to tb« work of the nilnMrr at a flow whM lafldelltr Is opralr ptirf€a s « 4 
~whcB It la propairated «rltk artfal ladaatiy.** PP. SO^l; Aaatlnw B..* 
FItcbborr. Sept. 17. 17M. (aad at GraariU^, N. T.] (Wore«at«T. 1706] p. 29; 
Backoa. C. PelhaoL K. B. Oct. SI, 17M. (Ambsnt. R. H. b. d.] p. »; Oapaod. 
!>.. A coDdoslTe Aneaoicat for tbr Trvtb of tbo Goapd.. NnrlMrr, Dee. 1^ 
1796 tN>«-liarrport, 1790] cup. pp. SS. SS; Backw, C.. Tlie rrtadpal Ca«aM «r 
tb^ OppoaltbM to Cbrinttonltj Oonsldrnd.. Leicester. 1706 C^noreeotcr. 1796); 
lIolmMi. A.. Shartm. Coon.. Feb. 27. 1796, pp. 23. 44-6: Illtcbcock, K.. Wra- 
thaoL Jaae 12. 1796 (rroTldeiMe, B. I.. 1796], pp. 11. 18, 20. 2C: Adana, 1C« 
N*ee«1bam. Jaly 10. 1706 tl>«dba». 1706]. TbU eemoB Is takan ap wttb tte 
rrowtb of atbeism and a defence of tbe political actlrtty of tbc clcricj: Tbaj«r, 
K.. lUMtoo. Oct. 16. 1706 CBoRton. 1790]. pp. 21. 26-7; CamtagB, H., ralmoatk 
(Pnrtlawl. Me.]. Oct. 6. 1796 tFaloioBtb. (rorttand. Me.) a. d.] A gtntr al 
defence of tbe cIcrKj*. Esp. pp. 21. SS; Ibatcber, T.. PeteitefMrk, R. H^ 
Oct. 23. 1790 [Anbt^t. K. II.. 1900] pp. IS-M; Peabodr. 8., IpswSeh. Roe. IS. 
nw (llarerblll. n. il.] p. 22: Slorra, B. 6.,' FltsvUUam, R. B.. Koe. 6, 1896 
(Kcene. X. II., 1801] pu 6. 

AFPXVDIX I. 

Tka Attacks Vp«n Pains and tka Ava sT Eaaasik 

One of the earliest newspaper references to tbis book Is fonnd In tho Wevtcn 
Star. Not. \K 1704. In tbe Mawu Spr. (for Nor. 16. 1764) tbere la an adevrtlse- 
mcQt of tbe following booka: Palae's Are of Benson, Wske6e1d*s Ksaalnatlon 
of the Are of Keawm. and tbe Aee of Infldellty. In tbe Issoeo of tbe Maaan- 
cbnsettn Mcrcnrr for Msrcb IS. 17. 20. ITOS. there sre articles attacfcin? tha 
iMwk. On Jalr 7fh. 179.\ the Wmtcm Star baa the f^llonlns booka ndeertlacd: 
Palne*a Are of Beaana. Wakefield's Answer. Arc of InOdelltj, Palnc^s TMal. to 
Answer to tbe Are of Infldelltr. Defence of tbe Are of Benson; all on anie at 
Stockhridce. In the Independent Chronicle. Jan. ]2th. 179S, tbcrs la adTOTttssd: 
Ten l4<»tters sddrc«wd to Mr. Thorns* Psine In Answer to bls..A«e of BesMin 
br RUtw>p Watson. There H sn extract of this sn«wcr In the Salem Gazette. 
Inir 2Gtb. 179(1. See alao Impartial Herald. Oct. 21. 1790. for a lonv estmcC 
from an Rnrllsh paper. In the Salem Oasette for Jnly 12tb. 1790. there am 
**prf«posaI« for print Ine hr snbscrtptlon Pslne*s Second Part of the Ac« of Beasan 
Answered bT James Trtler— aatbor of tbe remarka on Palne's first part of tha 
Are of Rea«on 1»!r a Cltlren of tlie World, printed at Belfast, In Ireland. 1794.** 
The Salem Oasette of Anmst 12th. llYMt. snoooncea "Mr. Jamea Trtler. a lain 
Kmlrrant from Scotland Kj the wsj of Belfsst. who haa taken his present re « ld e nen 
to thU town... (his bnok] hss [been] rteen s fseoorahic receptfcm. .which wmj 
tend to cheek tbe prorress of (Palne*s]..book..** Tbc nnlTcrsal Interest an« 
oppo«ltl««fi srmised hj Pslne*s attack en Chrlstlanlt7. aa It waa deemed, la itewa 
hr the foIlAwlnr. In tbe ^cond eolnme of Swift's A System of fha T^nwa of tbc 
Stste of Cnnnectlcnt. **We csmot snfllclentir reproliatc Tbomaa Palnc..(for) 
poMlshlnr his Are of Bessnn..hc nndertakcn to distnrb tbc world bj hia 
rellrtons oplnloos..nn Isnmsre csn describe the wretchedness of the man.:** 
Mam. SpT. Sept. 2. 1790. from the Bntland Herald. See alao the Farmer'a Weekly 
Mttsenm. Anr. 23. 1700. In IMd. Roe. 26. Painc Is called a **poplb]a7.** Dr. 
Priestlj attacked thia book likewise **ln s prefscc to bis sermons latelj pnb- 
Itshed to Pblhidelphla.** Western Stsr. Jnne 28. 1796. See also Salem On- 
aette. Jnne 14; Potltlcsl Gssette. Jnne 16. 1796. In the Msanachnsetts ^r. 
Dee. 26. 17M, there l« sn extract from WskefieM's reply to Pstae taken frsm 
the Critical Berlew. In the Salem Gasette. Feb. S. 1793. la a Hat of **Rxertle«t 
books to he read In sn Are of Besson..Amonr the he«t defeneew of Beee a le6 
Bellrlon are Rltdiop Rnt1er*s Anslorj of Bellrltm. Poddrldce's Works: BIshap 
WhlteU Sermons: BI«hoii Wat«on*a Apolorr fer Chrtstlsnity.'* Others adrertlaad 
are The Are of Infldelltr (pnhllahed In London, reprinted (1764) In Kew Tark 
end In Boston]: Tbe Sims of the Times, or the Orertbrow of tbe Papal Trt^ma^ 
In France \hj J. BIcheno. Prorfdence. B. I.. 1794]; Addison's Reldcncc of Ike 
Cbrlsttsn Bellrlon: Jenrn*« Intemsl Keldence of the Cbrtdtlan Belljrlon. and *%!■ 
lectnres.*' B. Watson [Bishop of Uandalf] pnUtsbed (reprinted at PcttaiMntk, 
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N. H., la 1700] The Bible needs no Apologrr.-and • Short Answer to Pnlne 
ta Four Letters. Still another was ** *Mr. Clarke's Answer to the QneatifOO. 
Whj are yon a Christian r [2nd ed. Boston. 1705] (which] has fonnd It wn/ 
to Chehncto. . Its merit I shell hope will.. shorten the dnrstlon of Palne's miser- 
able Ace of Reason/* A. Brown to J. Belkosp. Halifax. (N. B.]. Feb. «. 179S. 
Belknap Papers. Mass. Illst. Soc. Coll.. Gth 8«r.. IV (pt. Ill) 689. Rev. Chartea 
Backna preached fire sermons In 1707 on the truth of the Bible. There la an 
"Anawer to tho Aso of Reason bj Thomas Scot of England which has reached 
North Vlacxard. Me., by 1800— a town of CO peoplc^-of onlj 19 foor 7«nrs before.** 
CoIL Me. But. Soc, IV (185C). 800. See al«o p. S32. Gilbert WakeOeld's An 
Exandnatloo of tho A^o of Reason (reprinted at Boston. 1704] Is considered 
almost as heretical as the book It pretends to condemn. Extract from Dr. 
Una's DIsconrses on the 81f»s of the Times [N. Y.. 1794] quoted In the Inde- 
pendent Cliittnlcle for Dec. 15th. 17M: **I coo«Uler..(ltJ ss baring a more pemtcl- 
ooa tendency than the Aire of Reason Itself.. he.. joln(«] with Mr. Patne. la 
sneering at the history of Jonsh..hls defence of Christ Isnlty.. may. .b« called 
Insidious.** RvT. Jcdldish Morse had the same opinion, see ante p. 105. n. 04. 
The RcT. Elhsnan Winchester published (Boston. December. 1701] an answer 
to the Age of Reason. Jsckson: HUt. of Newton, p. 507. The Salem Oaxette, 
June 0th. 1707, says: "Much has been justly said of Bishop Watson's 'Apology 
for the Bible.* but too much caanot bo said of his 'Address to Young Persons 
after Cooftmiatlon.' of which an etlltlon has been printed at Phllsdelphla.** Tho 
Farmer's Weekly Museum — Oct. 11. 1700 — has a quotation from Watson's Answer 
to the siHTond luirt of Palne's Age of Reamin. The "Aiwlogy" wan distributed 
free to the stndvnts of llnrvsril by the gi'in'ronlty of a number of Boxtnn Gentle- 
men." Mass. Gaxctte. Mny 3. 1707. WllUsm Cobbett attscked Pslno In a 
pamphlet entitled: The Life of Paine. It Is much commended. Centlnel. Jan. 
21. 1707. The life takes up the grester portion of "The Political Censor..'* 
Philadelphia. 1700. In Nathsn Flske's sermon preached at the Dudlelsn Lecture 
la the chspcl of Ilsrrard OoUege. (Sept. 7, 170C) there are glTcu the "Antldotea 
to the poison** of the Age of Reason, pp. 14-10. In 17U5. the Rer. Jeremy 
Belknap published Dissertations on the Clisractcr. Death ft Resurrection of 
Jesus Christ and the Rrldcnce of Ills Gtmiiel. with Uemsrks on some Sentiments 
AdTsnced In a Book Entitled "The Age of Bcsson." (Boston. There are 148 
poges dlTlded Into eight DUsertatlons.] The Rev. Myors Fisher published sn 
answer to this writing of ralno'ii; as d!«l Ellas Botiitlnot. At the American 
Antlqusrlsu Society's rooms there Is a bonk called "ObsMTvatloos on the Age of 
Reason.." published In New York, 170ri. Tlie Impartial Herald (Sept. 10. 1707) 
has an account of Mr. Ersklne's attack on the Age of Reason during the trial of 
Thomas Williams for selling that book In London. The Farmer's Weekly Mu- 

Ileum (quoted In the Mass. Spy. Jsn. 11. 1707) rescues the Book of Rut h, which 
haa been denoted " an Idle b tiiMllin p stor^ '* by Paine, who Is celled a "renegado** 
of "delstlcal effrontery, and impious erll rulgarlsm." He Is denounced as a 
"toad" by the FNrnicr's WiH>kly MniH'nw. Jan. 17. 1707. See al#o Ibid. Jan. 24. 
The Centlnel. (Dec. 23. 1707) asserts that "the loader of the mutineers on board 
the British ships at Plymouth was lead astray by Palne's Age of Reascm.** For 
the sad eff«vt of the Fn^nch Rerolntlon and Tlie Age of Reanon upon Ilanrard 
(Allege see Cliannlng: Memoir of W. E. (Tlianning, 1:01-2. A notable defence of 
Paine and his book was undertaken by a pamphlet. The Examiners Examined 
betag a Defence of the Age of Reason. N. Y.. 1701. After supporting him— 
pp. 5 to 22— the «*riter attacks six antagonists of Paine, rls: Wakefield; Age of 
Infidelity: Guide to Rea«on (by S. St 111 well); The Folly of Reason; New York 
ReTlewer, and the Rer. Uxal Ogdon's Address. Tlie latter was of Trinity Church, 
Newark. N. J. Tlie Addn>ss aocompanlotl his proiKMAls for printing The Deist 
Unmasked. A Sliort Methoil iiith the Deist, fte. Tlte last Is considered the 
"most violent" of the asMults nix>n Paine. Another attack was made uixm this 
"noturlmis" Uwk by a Layman. It was entltKnl A Reply to the False Reason- 
ing In the Age of Reason.. Phlla.. 1700. The R«-t. William Patten (of 
the Seei-nd Congr«>j;atk»uttl Church of Xew|»ort. R. I.] wrote: Christianity, tha 
Tma Tlifology . . In answ«*r to "Tlie Age of Reason;'* with an Appendix, in Answ«t 
to **Tlie Examiners Examined." Warren, R. I., 1705. There are 177 pages. 
See also Tlie Age of Cretlnllty. Phlla.. 1700. Palne's Impudent letter to 
Washington damned him still deefier In contemporary opinion. The Centlnel (Jan. 
j4. 1707) says: "a southern Printer Intends.. to publish a second edition of 
Palaa*s letter to onr I*ni(ldcnt. with the.. title-page: — 'By Thomaa Palaa, who 
rtdleul<*«l Jesus Christ, blackgnanbil the Bible, and Tllllfled Gcorga WaahiagtOB.*' 
tea also tha Mass. Spy. Jan. 11. 1707; Western Star. Jan. 80. 1707: Salem 
dasette, Jan. 24, 1707. The Massachusetts Spy, (Dee. 18. 1707. from tha 
dastftte of the U. 8.) quotes an estract—whicb Is a most bitter attack—from a 
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w«ii% 1^ p. Kmaedjr. 6m|., estttled: An Answer to 3ir. Pnlne*a LvCtcr 
OMcrnl WndUngtoa, or Mnd Tom cosTlctod of tho bUckort Xncrncltatew** 

APrxsiixx J. y 

Znflnonow of Hm Cloisy In Vow Xivlaai. 

Tho 3C«ir Knplond cleric nboro all tbinc* vcro not ofrnM to mteeo nnttonL 
Even tho LojaUst mlnlMcrs dM not h«*oltnto to holdlr bear wltncoo to tho 
|K»lltlra1 truth n* they c<mcvlxe\\ It. nnplt-aiMint aa tbo conarqnrnccs would bo. It 
la wall known what a poraecvtioo the advocatvo of paper bmhmt Io Hbode 
catrted oo ajralaat their oppoocnta. Yet hero la tho Rev. 
In^: **Tho Paper nonex irvatrj considered mo aa jnoatly reprclMnslblc 
when In Kewfiort I pobllclj prajed for tt pitied them.. I expect to Tialt Nowpott 
nest week. 1 Intend to go •• far In boldneaa aa will conalst with tbo dlsolty 
of tho Pnlpit Jb tho aplrtt of the Oon>cI, which la nadanntcd aa wcU aa mock.** 
To D. Dapirctt. Lrme, Conn., Sept. 28. 1787. Proc. Am. Antlq. 8oe., N. S.* 
IV U8S5.7) 370. 

Manfallj did tho deriEr atmiecle to keep their concmntlooa ateo^T 
durtoK the tr«>aaooablo oprtalnm of Shaja* Rebellion. B. Bl^prdl to D. 
Daircett. Tr]rtnj:liara. June in. 1787. **Thc Gentlemen of learning ik tho Ubcml 
profeanlon*. ei»|H«ctallr the Clerisr. are untrersally for Goremnwnt.** Prac. Am. 
.\ntlq. Sor.. N. 8.. IV <lS$5-7). 3GS. The Rer. Mr. AUen of PlttafleM wno 
aocb a ataunch adrocate of fn>T«'rnment. that he laenrrpd the 111 will of tto 
rvbcia to auch an extent that he wont cun^ttautljr armed, bla booao beinc fomlabrj 
with extra am«. Sivrapue: Annals of tho Am. l*ulplt. l:<X(ft. Isaac Beatl won 
dlnnilMied b(>caiii*e of opinions iHMittle to Shay a* Rebellion. GreenTlllo Baptlat 
Chiirrh. irmtli .\niilrtTiqirr. p. 41. Thi« Ri*t. Mr. Cuvhlns of Ashbumham prvorbed 
oo Jan. 17th. 17ST. from the text. ''Tliat there be no breakinc In nor coins oot« 
that there be no complatnlns In our streets. Happy la that people that Is lo 
aneh a caae.** In this town there were no rebels, bnt IS men went aa aoldiet* 
to auppress the uprislni;. Steams: Hlat. of Ashbnmham, pu SfO. The Rer. Ifr. 
Lathrop of West Sprlopfteld, thoofh there were rebela In bla town— aoUbly tba 
Days— preached powerful siTmons In support of the mvTcmment; e. f . on Dec 
l<lth. 1760. he preached moat pertinently from the test: **If yc be wllUns noA 
obedient, ye shall eat the mtod of ''le land: but If ye refoae and rebel, ye ibnll 
bo deronred with the sword, for tL^ month of the Lord hath apoken It.** Thin 
aermon was published [Sprlnjrfleld. 1787.] In his appendix to hia Thanknclvtoc 
Dty sermon of Feb. 10. 17lKi. the ReT. Darld Tapimn aaya: "Be remember s a pob- 
Ue illmxrarse of liln lllor. Mr. ElH*nezer Itradfoni] In that trying period IShkjwT 
Rebellion].. which form(s] a m«Mt atrtklnc contra«t to the aermon before no.** 
[Bradford'a of Feb. 19. 17U5]. p. 40. Rev. Benjamin Oonklln of Leiccatcr woo 
aiftother of the cleri:ymen who did Tollant aerrlce In behalf of gOTcmmcnt In tho 
loKurpent rlilden county of Worcester. 

They took no leas a decided stand In fator of the ratification of the Oonatltw> 
tlon. J. lull to G. Thatcher. Jan. 1. 17S8. After cfaronlcltnff the larso number 
of oppoaltton dclejratea In Maine "be aaya: "I hSTo bopea the preachinc of 
the RlFhttM^ns will convent (cmiTert] many from the errora of their way.** 
Hist. Mair.. 2nd aer.. VII <1»»). 210. Indeed the Rer. Chandler Robbbw 
rebukes the legislature and the state administration for their partlcnlarlatlc 
attitude In his Election Sermon. May 2S. 1701. p. 40. The federallata pro- 
TaUe«l upon the Rer. Samuel West to so to Hancock nnd indoca him to 
offer the "Parsona** amendm««nta In the cooTentlon. OUry of J. Q. Adaom, 
p. 193, footnote. The Rer. Mr. Stlllman waa elected, pnrpooely. to the ooo- 
Tention to attach the Baptlata to the federalist cauae. Jackaoo to Knox, 
Boston. Kor. 11, 1787. Knos Msa.. XXI :47: K. Oorham to Knos« Boaioo. Oet. 
SO. 1T87. Ibid. XXI :SS. There were auppooed to bo twenty of the tiutgf In 
the Conrentlon all faToraUe. Madison to Waahlnfton. New York, Fab. S, 1788. 
Iqnotlni: a letter from a member of the cooreotlon) Sparka: Oorrespoodcnce of 
the ReTolntaon. IV:20T. 

Finally the fact mont not be ortTlooked that to the abaence of 
hlirher leamlnit. the derry Instmcted practically all of thoae who bcean 
leaders In evfry klml of profeMniAn and liuidncati. E. s. the Rer. Mr. 11 
In Plalnfield. a small Tillage. Instmcted upwards of SOO yoonff men. HoOand:' 
Blat. of Western Maaa., 11:203. The Rer. Dr. Ooolej of Oranrllla. anoChar 
little community, catlmatcd that ho had taufht probably aa many na 800l IbM. 
1:518. Amonr a larce number of esamplea which could ba dtad, aee Mltehall: 
Blat. of Bridcewater. p .47, and Ilaser: tllat. of Bosboroufh. p. 41. 8ee alon 
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CutlfT, B. P., Life ami Tlm^ of R|ilinilm Cntk>r. pp. 2-5. The Rev. DaTtd 
TappSD (!■ ft imnoa Mftj SO, 1792, befotv tli* OooTcntloa of Ooosrefffttloiiftl 
Mlnltftm ftt Bofton) ftswrts that **Tber« It.. In mmiur respects, ft natvrftl alllftoc* 
between the IntclllFeot, ▼trtooaa Maglatratea aod Mlnlatera, la a free and Cbrt*> 
ttao state.'* I p. 20] while admlttlnir that tha thcocracj In earlj New Enslaad 
''carried tha imloa to an unwarrantable length.*' p^ 2S. See the Rer. Thoraaa 
Bamard'a candid statement la his CooTentlon Sermoa, 170S, p. 11. The loac 
pastorates which were po common on the whole In New England aided this 
Indoence greatlf. One mns scross «|nlte often In tlie town histories of that 
aectlon, anch ststemeats as the following: Rct. Mr. Baacom. who was pastor 
In Chester for 45 jears, was **the most distinguished reprenentatlTO of the Federal 
side." Holland: Hist, of Western Mass., II:3S. Of the Rev. Mr. Cnshlng, who 
was pastor for nearly 01 jfara In BlUerlca, It la said: "The action of the town 
wa« often shape<1 by him." Hasen: lll«t. of Blllerica, p. 203. As a matter 
of fact la any crlala, the clergj were snre to bo called vpoa In the newspapers 
for aid. 84>e Cratlnel. May 30. 1787; Ind. Ch.. Feb. 8, 1708. TO aid a proml- 
nent candidate a letter from "an omln«'nt clergyman'* Is publlslied as e. g. seo 
."-the Ind. Ch.. May 20. 1700. 

Tills parsmonnt Inflnence of the cl«*rgy lingered long In the state, especially la 
the wpMtera portion. For example the Rvr. Dr. Perklna of Ware, who only 
cloaed his long pastorate of twenty-nine years In 1884, was a man of power la 
chnrch and town affaire. There was no questioning of his will, espedaUy la 
ecclesiastical matters, as many who are still llTlng can testify. 



AFPENBZZ K. 
DsflMcratlo Attaoks TTpoa tha Clergy. 

Ind. Ch.. Feb. 27. 1707. The same old warning to the clergy la broaght oat 
again (Ibid. Feb. 10. 1707) that "Shonld the BrltUh..by plunging ua Into a war 
with France, and thereby reduce as to Colonies.. our rseersnd fsthers wonld sooa 
eiperleoce that Hierarchical domination.. ao long contended against by their Tsa- 
erable. .predecessors.** There are many serere accusations and Innoendoea against 
tha clergy this year (17{t7) in the Independent Chronicle. See a. g. April IS. 20, 
May 4, June 1. 15. July 24. Aug. 7, 21. Sept. 31. Oct. 5, 12, Nor. 0. 10, Dec 14. 
21. 2ri. AIko '*A Frlenil to the Clergy" spiH'srs eereral times In haranguea, tedhrao 
la length and aubjects, against the clergy for their political preaching and fw 
their open derotlon to "Wealth, Tltlea and Bonora.** He first fnlmlnates In tho 
May 1st Issue of the Independent Chronicle In answer to "Antt-Calnmlnstor** la 
the CeotlneL On Oct. 10th (Ibid) he reproves the ''Association of Mlnlaters In 
tad about Cambridge." **A Layman** replies oa Oct. 30. Ibid. At tho next 
opportunity this "Friend** comes back at tha "Layman" whom ho aaaerta la **oao 
of the Associated aergy.'* Fboally on Not. 20th (Ibid] he concludes: **Oneo moro 
permit me. .to eshort yoa to repentance..** and the burden of hla phllllpic It 
tha aame old tune— political preaching, dereliction of duty, scandalooa nffectloa 
for "Wealth, titles and bonora." Another disgruntled Indlrldnal remarka: 
mona are not tha taste of tha day, unless they are written with a 
disposition to the Freach Republic, or to some of our publle men, or 
Mass. Mercury, Jan. 8. 1707. The moat open attack was mads by James Balilraa, 
(Amory: SuUlran. II:9d-7) under the algnature of "A Well-Wlshcr to the Clergy,** 
upon Jeremy Belknap who In a aennon had reflected aerarely upon the Chroalcla. 
Asmng other things he said: "The actlre part taken li^ aoma of tka clergy la 
entering Into the smallest minutia of political coatroTerslea, has had a tendency 
to do nearly as much hnrt to religion, as the writings of Thomaa Palae. .tho 
pnlplt becomca. In too many InaUncea, the little retail shop of party con t rofets y . 
the sounding board of psrty reflections..** Ind. Ch., ApHl IS. May 1, 17V7. 8eo 
a reply In the Ontlnel. April 10. 1797. and the Ind. Ch.. May 11, from the Phlla. 
Pally Ad. An Interesting attack Is made upon the clergy by "Freedom.** who bo- 
lleres that "ralne. Bthen Allen or UnlTersallsm — ^lafldels and sectaries aa they 
are—are, many of them. bett«*r nH>n than their o|>ponenta allow..** Maas. Spy, 
Jan. 10. 1708. He Is roundly answered by "Hypocrite** and "Tha Neighbor" In 
Ibid. Jan. 31. 1708. "C. D." (Ind. Ch.. Dec. 28. 1707) replies to a "Sobivrlber" 
(Mass. Mercury, Dec. 22, 1707) who asks to hsTe a piece Inserted **to conntehict 
Ohmniclo Influence which. In humble Imitation of SUter Franco Is evidently hoatllo 
to the clergy." 8ee aluo Ind. Ch., D«*c. 4. 1708, and The Medley or NeiKbedford 
Marine Journal, Nor. 28, 1706. 
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T1i« Frtacb mf so comi—ly cterscd with all 
befall the United StatM tM« e. r- Lathrop. J., BostORk. March M^ ITWi} 
that an extract trnm the <Xear liBodoa) Bee— In the OrcoOcU ' 
Oct. 12th. ITVT— eonplalM: *-Thcea b not a caUoaltx that caa he r ' 
hamaa meaaa, whkh thia ceoatiy haa aaffcred. hot haa heea laM fa 
of the Freach. We are phmdcrcd at aca. nrtibed oa laad, laocaUted with the 
rellov fercr. and borat te ew hoa»a afl by the French.** The attnAa as the 
French la the prcaa ceatlaae aa tacc ■■■ntly thnmghoat ITBT aa 1TB8 aa hcCoM 
and after thnae yean. They are dii aoa ncc d aa the **Satana of Fraaci^** the 
**Blble Bamera" and the **Athelata.** Other eKawplea are la a. «. ICaoa. 9§9» 
Aac. 23. 1TV7: Oeatiael. April 22. 20. Aac. 2S. ITHT; Wcatera Star. April X MC 
1797. Jaa. IS. 1706; Newbaryport Herald. Feb. «. March 2S. 8cpC T. Dae. 4. 
1796; Greewadd Gasette. Dec 4. 1796. The repahilcaaa throagfaoat are aim w- 
eeUlBc that "the Britlah factSoa have atraacely lafatnated each a laisa pieper- 
tloa of the CI«t|7..'* lad. Ch., Oct. ft. I7V7. The towa of Maill«roiwh (aca 
the atucka apoa tt hi the Maaa. Spy. March IS. 1797) 
tercd asalast the clergy, la Febraaiy they glee a toaat: 
they ever be oa their gaard, whca Mlalstcrs preach poUtlca. 9 < 
Feb. 23. 1797. Oa Jaly 4U the 13th taaat waa "The RcpahUcaa eplrtt which 
reigaed la 1776— May the eaaM now rdga both la aar dm aad ecdcalaatichl 
ordtn.** Ibid. July 17. 1797. la abort aa the Oentlnd— Dec 26. 1716. traly 
remarked: "Notblag has aora escradatlngly Itetted the gaQad wlfhua mi the 
Fteach Facthm la oar coaatry, thaa the powtrfnl duifta which hare iHaed tnm 
those balwarka of Piety aad Patrtotlsai. the Vew-Ei«laad Palplla..[Jacohialna] 
Tcat(a]..agalttst. .those. .the asoat raneooroaa..Biallca. acarrlloaa ahi 
phaalty. .almoet erery page of..eeety Chiaalcla faraUhca evldeace. 



Ammxx L. 

Alana Over Beligloa la Vew Baglaad. 

The charge that a aecrcC aoelety for the arerthrow of rellgloa waa iMde hF 
Dr. John Rnblnma of Edlnbnrgh. Ili* publl«bcd a book coatalalar crldeaee 
that a society of the lUonlaatl had beca foaadcd by Dr. AdasH WeUhaapt la 
1776 and lodges located In Eavopa. and erea la Ancrlca. Ita yaniuas waa fa 
deatfoy Christianity throaghoat the clvUlxed world. The book made a great 
aeasattai: "sent to the press aot Ofteca moafha gone. .It haa recc l eed certalaly 
foar Impressioaa and prrhapa more.** said Ber. Ablel Abbot In Ma ■iimuas of the 
S9th of Korember. 1798. pp. Ifui9. footaotea. The book reached America evMeatly 
la the sammer of 1796, for the Thaaki^glTlng aermooa In KoTesdier beve nmny refor> 
ancca to It. This Informatloa completed the panic the dergy were la fsf tnilag 
the **dlabdlcal assanlts** which were being made apoa Chrtstlaaity aa wcD aa 
their profeasioa. The Rer. Joacfih Lathmp preached a great a e imoa oa The 
Danger* of the Tiroes frcnn InSilellty. and Immorality and eepeclaUy fnna a latdy 
DiMOTered Conspiracy agalnat Religion aad Goremment. This waa ddlVered at 
West Springfield and repeated at Springfield. The leader In thin axpoat mi 
lUamlnatlsm la Ree. Jededlah Morse, who preached two strong acrme a s aa fha 
oabJect. which were widely qaoted. Sea c g. Maas. Mercaiy. Aas- Si. ITM^ mad 
aa atuck apoa him. lad. Ch., May 28. 1706. aad hto two rcpUca. Jaae 4. IflL la 
Ibid. The apiienaix of his Thank^girlng nermoo on KoTember 29th. 1796. and 
the BOtea In the Faxt Mrnion of Ai«rll 2d<1. 17»S. cnntalmi' elaborate rif » u n *i a and 
qnotations to substantiate hia poaltlon. His charge that theaa lodgca wcra 
plaated la America failed from lack of proof, for he wrttea ta 7. Parker (a 
CoagresaBMn ttam Virginia) regarding a Lodge of Frenchmen In Portaamath. The 
reply was that **The membcra. .waa coasidcred as good people geaeraOy bat aostly 
Freach. they were not namemaa. Some men who were respectable bslmigtd ta 
the Lodge at that tloM..** Woleott Msa., Ooaa. Blat. Sac Be wrote ta Oar. 
Jay oa Jane S, 1799 nirardlng **aecret aodetiea.*' Ibid. A^tegethct the high 
aonnding chargea feU rather flat aad the good doctor doabtleso fdt that ha had 
heea too prrclpltooa. Besides he received a threatening letter (prcaerred atfll la 
the Woleott Mss.) eUboratdy decorated with wdl executed coOai, death'a 
heada and masonic emMeam which canard him some pertnrbatioa. 

The Manoan being ao MTprdy d<'noanced replied. See e. g. Bently, WlUlnm. Aa 
Addreaa delifered In the Emcz Lodge. .December 27. 1796; Harrla. T. M.. A Dhu 
fonrse delieered la Brookfleld. September 12. A. L. 6796; WUde. 8.. Aa Omtks 
dellrered at rawnalboroagh | Me.).. Jane 24. S799. Amongjlbc democrats a falae- 
hood became ayaoaymoas with a **Rohlnsoa and Barrael tale.*' (That abh4 harlaf 
•UD attacked the IBaailnatL) See Chnrch aad State; A PoUtlcal Uaioa formed 
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by tlM eoemlM of both. In tkt OtBttoil (Jaa. 8. 17W.) to n atttck vpoa 
tbeae chargco. To which m rtfij by **0. a" to nado o« Jan. 19, ITW. Aa 
oUborato attack to ambodlcd in **BxtncCs ttpm Profeaaor Roblnaoo'a Prooto 
of a Coiwplracx, Ac. with Brtrf R««cctlawi.. Botton. 17W. See atoo Wood, 
J., A Fall Exposition of the aiatoataa FactlOD and tho Society of the Oolnm- 
btoa lUumlnatl.. Newark. N. J.. IMS. la the atate campalgnlaf of 1800 _ 
a federalist writes (Hampohire Gaaette. April 2. 1800.) *«It has beea'provaa^ 
bfljood all doubt, that there Is a society of ptofllg<^te and abandoned Phlloso- 
. -libers cslled the IUnmlaatl..dM aot these.. exert erery nenre..to prevent tho 
choice of. .Adams and to exalt.. a aM>deni Philosopher T.. why to Mr. Gerry 
their. .Candida teT Becanae he has totdy returned from France — from the bOMm 
' of. .the lllamlnatl — Bocsase he Is Talleyrand's friend— one of the first la thto order 

„^ of apostates.** Nererthelesa howcTer mtotahen the clergy might be orer thto 

organised attempt to orerthrow rellgtoa and they were loath to ackpowledga 

their error for Jedldlah Morse is still wrttlag for cTldcocc to 1800— they had not 

slightest doubt but that the laOoeaee of the French and their Rerolnttoa 

was most destnictlTe of rellgloa to thto coantxy. There Is hardly a printed 

sermon of the years 1796 and ITM which does not denounce **Tha FreaA 

nation, a people, to whom DaeaMMM might reseat to be compared.. I who haval 

extended their tofemal deslgna to ABwrlca..(Thcy have] endeaToored to aow tho 

I seeds of Irrellglon. ncentlousoeoa and discord to. .America..** Gray, R., l>or«r, 

J:;,-UC. H.] Nov. IS. 1798. p. 17. 

''^ It Is hardly necessair to qaote asore to prore the nnlTersaV sentlmepta 
qT— the clcrpy In ri*ysr«l to the French and their 'atheism or* "'Salaale 
IIoHt of rrludplcs^' '[ Hariri*.' Tr.~llo«toB, 1709. p. ~13J. the ' Infldel -hook! 
"w&lch' ~ *'bsTe been multiplied without bounds, and circulated without 
modesty,** (Lathrop. J., West Springfield. 1798, pu 12] tho French trareners who 
corrupt the people under the spedooa galoe of exploring the coontzy, (McFartoad, 
A., Concord. Not. 1.\ 17DS. p. 13) or finally the dolorous results to religion and 
morality. See e. g. Taylor. J., Deerfield. Not. 29. 1798, pp. 7, 10. and 11: 
Story, I.. Marblehcsd. (and alM> at the Public Tliursday lecture In Bonton. May 
24. 1708) May 0. 1708: Wllth'r. J.. Wrentham. May 9. 1708. pp. 12. 2G: Brad- 
ford, A.. (Two sermons.) WIscamlt. IMe.].May 9. 1796. pp. 14 of the first. 2 
and 19 of the second; Tappaa, D., Bootoa, (aad also at Charlestown) April 8. 
1708. esp. pp. 8-0. 21-22: Me«ser. A.. Rehoboth. Not. 29. 1708. pp. 8. 11-12; Spring, 
S.. Newbnryport. Not. 29. 1796. He exults (p. 19). **But.. these French athelsta 
..a-ho haTc. committed greater abomlnatlona than the Mother of Harlots herself. 
are not permltte«1 to trample upon the United States. For. the distingaUhad 
, \ EaToys, who will be honoured according to thalr merit (a palpable hit at 

,\ ' ElbrMge Gerry].. "tnod florloosly to the gap and made up the nattonal hedkc." 

Cnmtogs. II., Blllerlca. Nor. 29, 1796, p. 22: see also Tappan. .D., A Dlsconrsa 
deIlTercd..la..narTard College, Jnao 19. 1798 [Boston. 1798.]; Thatcher. T.. 
A aermon preachml. .la Dedham. December 23. 1797 (Dedham. 1796] p. 28; 
Maxey. J., An AddrcM dellTcred to the Graduates of Rhode-Island Collego.. 
September ft. A. D. 1708 (ProTldeace, R. I. a. d.) esp. pp. 1-2. 
The next year mw no dlmlautloB la either the output of the bitter ilenunctotloas 
\ \ of Frsnce ami her misdeeds. On theoe points see e. g. Woods. L.. (Two sermons) 
\\ \ Newbury. April 4. 1709. p. 23; Frisble. L., Ipswich. April 4, 1790. p. 40; Cna- 
y mlngs. A.. The prevent Time Pertloas. SnlllTan. [Me.] April 23, 1709. pp. 9. 22-8; 

^ Dana. J.. (Two discourses) Ipewleh, April 25. 1700, pp. 19-20. 29; Dsna. D.. (Two 

sermons) Newbnrypori, April 23. 1796, pp. 4-3. 87. Others who had their aermon a 
printed on April 29th were: N. Emmoaa, Wrentham: E. GlUet, Ballowell, [Mo.]; 
A. Holmes, Boston and Cambridge; J. Lathrop, West Springfield; B. Packard, 
Chelmitford (on April 4. ami Concord: J. Morf«. (Tharlestown. Thote whoso 
sermons on the Thsnksglring day of Korember 28th were printed were A. Abbot, 
RaTcrhlU; P. Eaton. Boxford; 7. Summer. Shrewsbury. On other occasloaa 
there were printed sermoos In 1796 on the declensions of tho times. E. g., T. 
Baldwin (St a quarterly meetlag of sereral churches for special prayer la 
Boatoa. This Is aa outgrowth of tho alarm orer rellgloa which was embodied 
to a rircnlar letter drawa ap by the clergy la Massachusetts and sent to tho 
ministers In other states) April 2: T. Prentla. Medfleld. July 4; E. Parish. 
Byfleld. who discourses on the "Bag of France.*' July 4; L. Woods. Barrard 
College. July 17; S. Miller. New York. Feb. 5: D. Dana. Newbnryport, March 
24; T4. Woods, (Ta-o permoas) April 4, 1706; See also Morse. J., Aa Addreso 
to the Students at Phinipa Academy.. July 4. 1709, pp. 12-13; Mellea. J., A 
DIscourae 00 Natural Rellgloa deUrered to..narTard Unlrerslty, September 4th, 
1797, p. 24. 
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APPENDIX If. 
B«paWeta Attadunent to Fnacc. 

Cartoaslr raoarh there w«r« atlll tlMM wh» were so Infatuated with lore of 
France that eren at thla time when war waa all bet declared, thcf opcalr 
announced their preference for that coantrr. And ftnch took aa prominent an 
occasion a« poaslble. For **after a aermon waa clesaotl^ delivered on fratenuil 
lore, .all partook of the Lord's anpper, vnanlmonaly, without any dtspntatka oa 
politic*. Tlie Intermission was ^M>nt drlllj wltboot many hard worda oa either 
side, .the afternoon solemnities commenced with much affahllltj— 4Kit to the 
surprise of the beholders, a. .Antlfrdcrallat.. appeared sneaktncly with a FrcnA 
Cocads, and placed himself In the front of the rallerlea— at the alfht of whldi 
the Federalists.. impatiently continued on their seata, until the condnaloa of 
wonihip— when.. before.. (the pastor] waa able to leaTe hia pulpit. lAa the 
conirrcpatloo always stood while the minister descended tram hla pulpit and 
walked down the main aisle, this was a moat unheard of breadi of decorum] 
the Federalists, over bench4*a. pews ftc. ran.. followed by dlnefalnff. awearlng, 
and even blows — the acreachlns of old women heightened the scene — here were 
In Tiew, justices, lawyera, and eren jrrand jurya. all dtncfahn by edlara, hair, 
and cheeks, until.. the Jacoblna were thrust oot..aome with no hata. others with 
bloody cheeks, and nearly all with dlsbereled pole*." CentSoel. Auf. 11. ITM. 
No aerrlces could be held for aereral Sabbatha. IMd, Jan. 1, 17M. The Hamp* 
shire Gszette. Ans. 15, 1798, has quite an aeconnt of thla exdtinf erent and 
asserts there wore more tbsn one wlio wore there that 'luidse of slavery and 
treason.** The Greenfteld Gaaette. Not. 31, 1708, from tho Obna. AdTertlasr, 
romorks that these disturbers of the Sabbath peace "were taken up and ottUgad 
to find ball each In a 1,000 doUara, for their appearance at the next coort of 
sesMlon*.** See Iloliart: Hist, of Ablnston. pp. IOS-0, for a similar Inanlt to 
the feilorallffts. **Tliere was. howerer. no coIHkIod.*'. 

In other waya those "who Infamously eznlt In a foreign attachment** made 
known their preilU lotions In a roost olTeoKiTe method, **Jaeobln Poles** or 
Uborty and Equality Pedes being en«eted with the French cockado 
perchtsl upon them. The Inerltable result waa a struggle and **pniatratkNi 
In the dirt'* of thU "treasonable emblem.*' Centind, March 14. Not. 7. 
170S; Pol. Repo^tory. Doe. 11. 17{)S: Contlnel. June 1, 179B. Howerer thla 
exhibition of French patriotism by Americana did not go without tta 
reward for **a deluded principal, .waa spprebended.. brought to (Hoatoii].. 
for examination.. (ami] was recognised for hla appearanca at the nest Clr* 
cult Court (of the United States], himself In 4.000 doUara, with three others 
In 1.300 doUara each, and In the mean time to (keep the].. peace..** Pol. B»> 
posltory. Not. 13. 1T08. The next year for the Identical oflTence at the aana 
place (De<1ham) one Drown of ArfdoTer. was taken up and had to glTa ball 
for his appearance before tite same court. Centlnel. March 30, 1798. Tht 
Hampahlre Gasotte — Aug. 8. 1708— has a bitter attack on Gen. Skinner for hla 
political actlTltlea especially In getting tho editor of the Chronicle, **Adana— 
a flaming minister of anarchy** — ^to stir up trouble. **Thelr hdUah malice haa 
so far InflucDced and deluded the IgnoraqT. that a rabble In tho town of Adama.. 
have procured a stsndard of rebellion (liberty pole).. and are tUa day aboot 
erecting It.** The tlrsde doaes with a promlae of a coat of tar and feathera. 
Perhaps as a result the Derkshlre Grand Jury denounced the Chronicle aa pnb> 
liiihlng "more infomous falsehoods and slanders than** any other democratic paper. 
Ibid. Oct. 81. 1708. 

If we may Judge by the commenta In the newspaper* there had been a 
groat many empty threats made by tho«e who may with joatlce be termed 
American Jacoblna. Thoa the Centlnel— Jan. 18. 1797. from the MlncrTa— re- 
marks: **It Is laughable to hear the 'patriots,* In our cltlca..talk aboot a oSvfl 
war. .a terrible bloody cItII war, in case the French should make war oa the 
I'nited States. These cits will learn.. that. .there will be but ono aentlmtat.. 
In our country..*' Another time the Centlnel — ^April 19. 1797— calls Ita readcra* 
attention to the fact that **We were admonlahcd laat fall..*to hombla onraelTCi 
iH'fore Gotl. for our rvlM'llioiis dlsfiosititm towardu the French Republic* ** and 
on Aug. 11th, 1708. It acnln quotes the Climnlde, which, after repeating the neeea* 
sity of humbling "ooniolTes..for our rebellion*' against Franca makea tho threat 
that "the flr«t gun fired against France, would be fraught with utter rain ta 
thla country."* A month earlier. July 7th, 1798, the Centlnel after remarkfag 
that "The War Ofllce has established the black round cockade aa the trne AaMrt- 
can badge..*' further aaya: "The Jacoblna haee tho Impndcaca to aaj, that 
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th« people of Boston were rctUj' dlrtdcd. and they gWo this af a proof, that 
not moro than om half of then wears tho AMERICAN COCKADE. ThU bclat 
the caac. let ^rerj Bofetonlna attached to the.. United States, tnunedlatelx mount 
TUB COCKADE.** Another bit of unpatriotic eTldcncc which save rtae to 
njich criticism was a toast slTcn by the "Portland Republican Society*** Doc. 
aoth. 179G. In rofcrcnce to tho fallura at first to launch tho **ConsUtntloo.** 
The scutlment plTcu was: "Maj the three American Prl«;atea stand fast.** Ind. 
Ch.. Jan. SO. 1797. Another foolish action was tha wearing of French colors by 
American soldiers la uniform. Ctrntlnel, April 24. 1790. So peralstentlj did tha 
French armpathlsem mount the French cockade that thar were called **Cockadcl«.** 
Ibid. March 17. 17116. And war had practloalljr broken out! 



APPENDIX N. 
"Dattffsrs** to CongragatlonaHsm. 

Unltarlanism waa not tha onlj foe tho Congrecatlonal dlTlnco bad to fact. 
CnlTenwllKm was con»l(1er«i1 Tery obnoxloon iMTsuse hy reloaslnp men from 
the fear of eternal puiilslioient hereafter It lomnmed — m It seemed to the orthodox 
— all restraint from the actlooa of tho "flnallx Impenitent and Incorrlclble.** 
See the Mass. Spy. Not. 15. 1707. Jan. 10. 170R. In an ordination sermon prt^ached 
br the Rer. Cxprlan Stroos at Lenox (April SOth, 1705). whllo ha finds **lnfidelttF 
and delam prcTalent to an alarming desrea** ha dlscoTcrs that there are * 'other 
errors of rarlous kinds, not 1i*«« baleful.. cre««plnfi In and salnlnir ground among 
ua.** p. 25. Tho Rer. N. Emmons, of Franklin, preached an ordination aarmoa 
r^—^t Salem, N. B.. on January 4th, 1707. On p. 19 ha says: **IT is now a Tery 
\ danirerous day to Ministers. .Tho people bave fallen into a great and general 
I declension.. Armlnlanism (1. o. Unltarlanism], nnlTersallsm. and deism, hare moro 
or less Infected all our ton*ns and parishes: and led multitudes to renounce., 
religion.'* A pamphlet entitled Obs««rTatlons on the Emigration of Dr. Josei^ 
-Prtestly tSrd ed., Phlla.. 1703.] attacks tho *inftdel Unitarian system.*' See 
esp. pp. 42. 47. 78. (St^e l*rU*i»tI.r'« «1efense entitled: Unltarlanism explained 
and defeniUnl. In a Dlwourse «1ellTiMr«M..at Philadelphia. 1700. Phlla.. 1706.] 
An answer waa made to this which In turn was attacked by A Twig of Birch 
for a butting Calf: or Strlcturea upon Remarks on tho Emigration of Doctor 
Joaeph Priestly. Ac. Ac. K. V.. 1703. Both these attacks on Dr. Prtestly 
are supposed to be by William Gobbet. Timothy Dwtght's famous poem The 
Triumph of Infidelity U788) Is little more than an attache on rpltarlantsm. 

The growth of other sects. Methodists and Baptists, was not looked upon with 
a friendly aye by tho * 'established** divines especially in Maine, where the 
rapid growth of new settlements offered the former great opportnnlttea. See 
for their rapid growth Salem Gasette. Not. 23. 1700. It Is assertiMl that tha 
porerty of tho people after the Rcrolutlon led them *'to foTor apostolic poTorty 
and to regard the. .coni;n*gatloaal dlTlnes** as mere *'hlrellnj!S** who **carrled the 
apix^nranre of caring mon* for the fl<HHH* than the Aock.** Bi^sUles. the "habit of 
preaching without notes which the Baptists alders had. rendered them exceodlngly 
popular especially In the out-lylng districts.** ColL Me. Hist. Soc., VII (1876) 
224. For the troubles of a Congregational clergyman with these sects, see ColL 
Mo. nist. Soc. IV (1836). 

Tha ''orthodox** divines resented the intrusion of these men whom they did 
not consider In many Instances as being actual clergymen. See Gray, R., 
Ballowell. [Me.] Oct. 21, 1703. p. 33. The Rer. Thomas Thatcher waa Tcry 
serere. demanding "what credentials do they exhibit except Impudence and low 
breeding.. what miracles do they (the unlearned Itlnerent preachers who "infest** 
Mslne] work unless the number of fools snd maniacs they collect to hear then 
Toclferatlng their blasphemy and Impertinence... It la dlfllcult to determine 
whether knave or fool Is the predominant trait in their character.** *'Ia one 
solitary Instance. .our blessed Lord had need of an Asa, but I do not find., 
that he erer c«>mml«Bloned that sagaolous animal to be an Apostle.** p. 14. 
Ordlnstlon Sermon st Peterlwrough, N. H.. Oct. 23. 1700. A brlmstono tract 
was the si>rmon by Rct. William Huntington entitled: Adtocates for DevUa 
Refute«1, and their Hope of the Damned Demolished.. Kcene, K. H., 17M. 
See also J. Wilson: Apostolic Church GoTemment Displayed and the Govemmcat 
and System of the Methodist Episcopal Church laTcstlgated. ProTldeaca, ITOt. 
Likewise Silas Winch: The .\ge of Soiierstltlon containing remarks on Methodist 
Preachers. Boston. 1700. esp. pp. S-4. 
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ArrENDlX o. 

'"WtApoM'* Affmiast EocksUstical Aatkority. 

Tbis prrMW wm« LttI UdcwIb off Worcester. 0« Nor. SOth. 17M. JrdMUk 
MoTM wiot« to O. Wolcoet enctMlac apparcntij m pamphlet oa which he com- 
B4piits that It **U eviaiiiilj the pfodoctlao off the craaj ft vleked J. a Opdoa 
awUtM prohabljr by tome abWr haad. tt adapted, .to do a pixid deal of mla> 
ehlef. It U one auioai; tnaajr wcapooe a*lnc at thU time to destroy the Ipflaef 
off the Clcr«x.*' Woleott M«e., Cooa. HUt. Soe. Ooe off theee **weapoQa** wm 
X View of the New-EosUad lUamlaatl: Who are ladeffatlcaMi- eoe«|ced fm 
Daetroytap the BellrUio aad Gorernmeat off the United Sutce: aadcr a ffelcacd 
regard ffor their Safetj aad vadcr an Iraplooa Aboee off Trae HvHrlea. A 
•ecood cdlttoo was pobllshtd la l>hlladelphla. While att the Kew Eadaad 
clercT ««r» tadoaed In Its ladletmeat. Ita heavy chanrea were espedaUy di- 
rected toward the Coanectlciit dernr. These "lUomlaated Societies hare handed 
aboat nominations (or ma^tstrates, aad dcneoaced good men at eii^tlona. .The 
qnlch and eztenslre circulation off the plaaa— ffrom one dab to another— their 
eotttrol over the ffrvedom off the press, aad attempts to stop the channda «C 
commonlcatlon.. are amoas the smaller offences.. In this war Coanectlent c»- 
pedalljr has become almost totallj •» ecdcatastlcal state, ruled hf the PtmI* 
dent off the College aa a Monarch.. [This was ''Pope (Timothy) Dwlisht.**] To 
eitend the lndavtic«*..aad pomrr off these. .missions hsTe be«i ffonned and aria- 
atooarles seat Into all the fitmder porta of the states.'* pp. S^. **eMcerta oT 
lirajcr to b« b«*l«l qoarit^rly** wa» also mentioned as an«rther erMeace off this 
**euns|»lracy." For tbe«e ''concerts** sve a pamphlet eatltled Clrcnlar Ldtcrs. 
cimlaluluj; an InTltatlon to the M1al«tors ana t*httrrh«*« off cTcry Chrfottan IHtiom- 
Inatkin In the I'liliod 8tat«*« to anltc.to |«n»m«tti» Kxiiltcit Ajnn(ement and Visible 
rulon..ln t^straortlliiary I*ray«T. fttr tbt* Itcvlval off Udl^lon.. (ConcuKI. 1798.] 
On pace 6 It 1« pri>posi'J to pray **on eTery flr^t Tuesday off the (bar quarters of 
the year.. at 2 o'doch aft«*rnoon..and so continuing;.. (mm year to year, until 
..we »ball obtain the bK*«y|nfrs (or which we pray..** Other ''weapons*' were 
Bishop. A.. I*rt>f>fs of a Cou»|>lracy atzalnst Christianity and the Goremment of 
the I'nited States: exhibited In seTeral Views off the Union off Chnrch and 
Stste In Ncw-En«1and. Ilartf(»rd, ISdS. In his Oratloa oa the Extent off 
r«4ltloal IVlunktu. .8«titt<mb«'r. IMm. irhlla.. IMHi,] be comments on the ffear 
off the dcrny that the church Is la daui;er (pp. •I2-4]; he deaounces Ipp. 44-5] 
"the pantomlolcal wvrmoni^. which haTellaic] graced political Sabbatha are 
lauirhtfd at;** the accusations about Jefferson's atheism are despised; "the 
monstrous iiol#e about.. ln(l<lellty Is abated.. The terrible outcry aboat French 
athWsm met a similar fate.** lie al«n put forth: Church aad States A 
t'olltlcal Union formed by the Enemies off Both, n. p., 1802. In the preface 
he says: * 'Great exert lous hate been made In Vsw-Enffland, to Impress the peofda 
with a persua^loa. that Bepubllcans are opposed to Christianity.'* His Oratloa 
delivereil In Walllnpford [Conn.].. 11th off Marcb. 1801. before the Republicans 
or..C(ioneeilcut. at Their General Thankaslrlns ffor tho Eledkm of Thomas 
Jeffernon.. [New llaeeu. liiiH.] le of the Miue tenor. A bitter attack ahmg 
similar lln«*!i wsj*: .\ 8lH>rt History of late Ecclesiastical Oppresslona In New- 
Enj:land and Vermont. lUvhmond, Va., 1790. 
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i>|ilul(m of, rt^anltiif; dUtlncton^. (iO: proelaniatoo of, ITS. 
Adam*. 8«iuu«*l. j«*atoim of llniirock. l.'i: Hacc«'j««or of llonrork, 19. (M. 140; te- 
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ftor.. 58: *-l«vtf«l lli*ut.-j:or., (12: prolc^t of Dauiicn* to. 73; attack <mi Adama, 

73- 14: proclamation of. 113: letter to. 120: lliank»f;lTlnK proclamation nf. 
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election of. 143; attitude towards molM. ir»4: replleti of tbe General Conrt tn. 

I.'i8: campaign ajralnat. 13»-1U1; election of. 101; retires from polltlca. 174. 
AdtlreaMTN of Gagce. 11. 
Aire of Renaon, The, ae* Pnta*. T. 
AUen, E., 107. 
Allen. Sberlff. 138. 

American Revolntion. IrrellKloaa tendencies from, 100. 10f7. 
American Volnntlera, propoaala to rmlae the. 70. 
Aaea, FUber. elected to Confreaa. 148; commend* 0«good*a aermon, 130; denooncM 

the democrata, ISS: letter of, ISO. 
Amherat ODtlefe, fonmlhw of. 183. 
Antlfeileranatii. leaden of the. 23; reUtlonahIp to Shariam, 44; tnctlca In th* 
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Athelani, aee Irrellfloo. 

Anatln. B., asannlted bj B. Rnaael. 70: Infloence in ShayS* Rebellion. 147; oppo- 
nent of 8. Iltcjrlnaott. 147; oppoaltton of, to J. SnlllTnn. 174. 



Bacon. J.. qnalUeatfcma «C. 116-117; 170 note. 

Bnehe. falatflcatkMM of. 140. 

Belknap. J.. 100-108. 

Berkahire Ooonty. «ympnthj of. with Bhaya, 144-14S. 

Betiv. The. of St. Croix, deatmctton of, 13S. 

Blodieett. B., ISO. 

Boston, erncnatloo of. 12: Importance of. 10: defeat! B. Adama. 20; meetlnipi nt. 
90; eampnirn over repreaentatlon In, 90-31; approTea of the Constltntlon, M: 
ilanirer of the (Vnatltnthm to. 40; neetlnjr of the mechanica of. M; cItIc 
feaata at. 07, Appendix G: arrival of La Ooororde at, T2; prtaea bronvht in 
to, 72-73: qnetftlon of a theatre la, 103; heated meetlnira In. 143-140; factions 
In, 147-148; nproara In. 131-iri8; riots In, 153-155; robberies of merchnnts 
of, 150. 

Boston csnma, power of the. 174-17S. 

Boaton Beat. The. 8. Adama defeated for, 10-20; campslfn of 1785 for, aO>Sl. 

Bowikrfn. Jamea. opponent of Hancock. 10; leader of the conaerrstlTes, 22: morsl 
eoarsre of. 22-23; frtenda of 23; leader of the federallata, 24; defeat of. 
In 1780. 24; decline* the lleiit.-iEOTemorahIp, 23; lU health of. 25; campaifB 
of. In 178.1, 28: poimlar rote for itOTemor, 20-.11: elected by the leirlalatvre. 
31: addreaa reronllnv foretm trade. 31-32: popular oppoaltlon to. 54: dangers 
In his defest. 55; handbill concemtnf. St; defeat of. 504(7; candidate In 
1788. 01: proclamation of, 108. 

Bowdolnltea, angered by defeat of leader. 57; denounced by the Bancockonlana, 
57-58. 
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-.TON " SUNDA Y GLOBE--FEBBUABY 4. iqx 

ATHEISTS MANY AT 
I HARVARD IN 1790 

Charge of Billy Sunday by 
No Means First - 



ReT Mr Crosweil's Dispute With 
President in Hare Boei[ 



/■/ 



Tlie charge that atheism receives aid 
and comfort at Harvard College was 
not new when made by Billy Sunday or 
any other recent esstaylst. As long ago 
as July 16, 1760, Commencement Day at 
Harvard, a man who had been a grad- 
uate of the college In 1728 aroae from 
his seat In the church In which the Com- ' 
men cement exercises were . being held ' 
and left the buiMint; such was his lrtdlg-< 
nation on hearing the proposition about ; 
I to be debated by students, namely: 
I "Whether God has knowledge of every- 
1 thing, even things of a contingent na- 
I ture." I 

1 The good man had "turned his back 
on the entertainment,** as he termed It. 
because he could not »it quietly and 
hear the omniscience of the Almighty \ 
fiuestioned. • 

His feelings were still more deeply 
outraged on learning later that a sec- 
ond subject on the program for debate 
was "Whether Divine Revelation Can 
Contradict Right Reasoning.** 
The Indignant alumnus was Kev An- 
I drew Croswell of Bi>stun. He at oHc^ 
opened a corret?ponrtenee with Rev iSd- 
ward Holyoke. president of Harvard 
College, protesting against the character 
of the debates. 

The correspondence, with further com- 
ments of his own, he publinhed the same 
year in a pamphlet entitled "A TestI* 
I mony Against the Prophaneness of Some 
of the Public Disputes on the Las^ Com- 
mencement Day.'* The book Aj now 
rare, like Mr Croswell's other publica- 
(ions, for he was a noted controver- 
sialist who often resorted to printer's 
Ink. 



Pastor of Seceders 

Mr Croswell came from Qrot6n, Conn, 
to Boston In 174S to become pastor of a 
new church, formed by seceders from 
several local Congregational churches. 
I/roba*oly In protest aKainst a growing 
liberal tendency all around. 

His society lH)ught the little brick 
'Trench Church.*' as It was called, la 
School St. on the second lot east of ths 
present Five Cents Savings Bank. 

Mr Croswell died In 1785 and his 
church did not long survive him. The 
edifice, which had been built In 1716, by 
French Huguenots, became the earliest 
Boston Cathollr Church shortly before 
1800 and was demolished early In the 
last century. 

Mr Croswell In his printed "TesU- 
mony" tells of his unhappy expertenes 
at Harvard Commencement, a few 
months before, gives his own threa 
letters of protest to President Holyoks^ 
the tatter's reply, constituting a de- 
fi^nse of the Commencement polley, and 
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